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Introduction to the First Edition

These Notes aim at providing an introduction to the theory of linear algebraic
groups over fields. Their main objectives are to give some basic material over
arbitrary fields (Chap. I, II), and to discuss the structure of solvable and of
reductive groups over algebraically closed fields (Chap. III, IV). To complete
the picture, they also include some rationality properties (§§15, 18) and some
results on groups over finite fields (§ 16) and over fields of characteristic
zero (§7).
Apart from some knowledge of Lie algebras, the main prerequisite for these

Notes is some familiarity with algebraic geometry. In fact, comparatively little
is actually needed. Most of the notions and results frequently used in the Notes
are summarized, a few with proofs, in a preliminary Chapter AG. As a basic
reference, we take Mumford's Notes [14], and have tried to be to some extent
self-contained from there. A few further results from algebraic geometry
needed on some specific occasions will be recalled (with references) where used.
The point of view adopted here is essentially the set theoretic one: varieties are
identified with their set of points over an algebraic closure of the groundfield
(endowed with the Zariski-topology), however with some traces of the scheme
point of view here and there.
These Notes are based on a course given at Columbia University in Spring,
1968,* at the suggestion of Hyman Bass. Except for Chap. V, added later,
Notes were written up by H. Bass, with some help from Michael Stein, and are
reproduced here with few changes or additions. He did this with marvelous
efficiency, often expanding or improving the oral presentation. In particular,
the emphasis on dual numbers in §3 in his, and he wrote up Chapter AG, of
which only a very brief survey had been given in the course. It is a pleasure to
thank him most warmly for his contributions, without which these Notes
would hardly have come into being at this time. I would also like to thank Miss
P. Murray for her careful and fast typing of the manuscript, and lE.
Humphreys, J.S. Joel for their help in checking and proofreading it.

A. Borel
Princeton, February, 1969

*Lectures from May 7th on qualified as liberated class, under the sponsorship of the Students
Strike Committee. Space was generously made available on one occasion by the Union
Theological Seminary.



Introduction to the Second Edition

This is a revised and enlarged edition of the set of Notes: "Linear algebraic
groups" published by Benjamin in 1969. The added material pertains mainly
to rationality questions over arbitrary fields with, as a main goal, properties of
the rational points of isotropic reductive groups. Besides, a number of
corrections, additions and changes to the original text have been made. In
particular:
§3 on Lie algebras has been revised.
§6 on quotient spaces contains a brief discussion of categorical quotients.
The existence of a quotient by finite groups has been added to §6, that of a
categorical quotient under the action of a torus to §8.
In §11, the original proof of Chevalley's normalizer theorem has been
replaced by an argument I found in 1973, (and is used in the books of
Humphreys and Springer).
In §14, some material on parabolic subgroups has been added.
§15, on split solvable groups now contains a proof of the existence of a
rational point on any homogeneous space of a split solvable group, a theorem
of Rosenlicht's proved in the first edition only for GL I and Ga.
§§ 19 to 24 are new. The first one shows that in a connected solvable k-group,

all Cartan k-subgroups are conjugate under G(k), a result also due to M.
Rosenlicht. §§20, 21 are devoted to the so-called relative theory for isotropic
reductive groups over a field k: Conjugacy theorems for minimal parabolic k­
subgroups, maximal k-split tori, existence of a Tits system on G(k), rationality
of the quotient ofG by a parabolic k-subgroup and description of the closure of
a Bruhat cell. As a necessary complement, §22 discusses central isogenies.
§23 is devoted to examples and describes the Tits systems of many classical
groups. Finally, §24 surveys without proofs some main results on classific­
ations and linear representations of semi-simple groups and, assuming Lie
theory, relates the Tits system on the real points of a reductive group to the
similar notions introduced much earlier by E. Cartan in a Lie theoretic
framework.
Many corrections have been made to the text of the first edition and

my thanks are due to J. Humphreys, F.D. Veldkamp, A.E. Zalesski and
V. Platonov who pointed out most of them.



Vlll Introduction to the Second Edition

I am also grateful to Mutsumi Saito, T. Watanabe and especially G. Prasad,
who read a draft of the changes and additions and found an embarrassing
number of misprints and minor inaccuracies. I am also glad to acknowledge
help received in the proofreading from H.P. Kraft, who read parts of the proofs
with great care and came up with a depressing list of corrections, and from
D. labon.
The first edition has been out of print for many years and the question of a

reedition has been in the air for that much time. After Addison-Wesley had
acquired the rights to the Benjamin publications they decided not to proceed
with one and released the publication rights to me. I am grateful to Springer­
Verlag to have offered over ten years ago to publish a reedition in which­
ever form I would want it and to several technical editors (starting with
W. Kaufmann-Biihler) and scientific editors for having periodically prodded
me into getting on with this project. I am solely to blame for the
procrastination.
In preparing the typescript for the second edition, use was made to the

extent possible of copies of the first one, whose typography was quite different
from the one present techniques allow one to produce. The insertions of
corrections, changes and additions, which came in successive ways, presented
serious problems in harmonization, pasting and cutting. I am grateful to Irene
Gaskill and Elly Gustafsson for having performed them with great skill.
I would also like to express my appreciation to Springer-Verlag for their

handling ofthe publication and their patience in taking care ofmy desiderata.

A. Borel
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Conventions and Notation

1. Throughout these Notes, k denotes a commutative field, K an
algebraically closed extension of k, ks (resp. k) the separable (resp. algebraic)
closure of kin K, and p is the characteristic of k. Sometimes, p also stands for
the chracteristic exponent of k, i.e. for one if char(k) = 0, and p if char(k) =
p>O.
All rings are commutative, unless the contrary is specifically allowed, with
unit, and all ring homomorphisms and modules are unitary.

If A is a ring, A* is the group of invertible elements of A.
7l denotes the ring of integers, <Q (resp. lR, resp. <C) the field of rational (resp.
real, resp. complex) numbers.

2. References. A reference to section (x.y) of Chapter AG is denoted by
(AG.x.y). In the subsequent chapters (x.y) refers to section (x.y) in one of them.
There are two bibliographies, one for Chapter AG, on p. 83, one for
Chapters I to V, on p. 391.
References to original literature in Chapters I and V are usually collected in
bibliographical notes at the end of certain paragraphs. However, they do not
aim at completeness, and a result for which none is given need not be new.
3. Let G be a group. If (X;) (1 ~ i ~ m) are sets and fi:X i --+ Gmaps, then the
map
f:X 1 x ... X X m --+ G defined by

is often called the product map of the f;'s.
Let N j (1 ~ i ~ n) be normal subgroups ofG. The group G is an almost direct

product of the N;'s if the product map of the inclusions N j --+G is a
homomorphism ofthe direct product N 1 X ... x N m onto G, with finite kernel.

If M, N are subgroups of G, then (M,N) denotes the subgroup of G
generated by the commutators (x,y) = x.y.X-1.y-l (xEM, YEN).
4. If V is a k-variety, and k' an extension of kin K, then V(k') denotes the set
of points of V rational over k'. k'[V] is the k'-algebra of regular functions
defined over k' on V, and k'(V) the k'-algebra of rational functions defined over
k' on V. If W is a k-variety, and I: V --+ W a k-morphism, then the map
k[W]--+k[V] defined by cp-+(pof is the comorphism associated to f and is
denoted r.



Chapter AG

Background Material from
Algebraic Geometry

This chapter should be used only as a reference for the remaining ones. Its
purpose is to establish the language and conventions of algebraic geometry
used in these notes. The intention is to take, in so far as is practicable, the
point of view of Mumford's chapter I. Thus our varieties are identified with
their points over a fixed algebraically closed field K (of any characteristic).
It is technically important for us, however, not to require (as does Mumford)
that varieties be irreducible.
For the most part definitions and theorems are simply stated with

references and occasional indications of proofs. There are two notable
exceptions. We have given essentially complete treatments of the material
presented on rationality questions (i.e. field of definition), in sections 11-14,
and of the material on tangent spaces, in sections 15-16. This seemed desirable
because of the lack of convenient references for these results (in the form
used here), and because of the important technical role both of these topics
play in the notes.

§1. Some Topological Notions
(Cf. [Class., expo 1, no. 1].)

1.1 Irreducible components. A topological space X is said to be irreducible
if it is not empty and is not the union of two proper closed subsets. The
latter condition is equivalent to the requirement that each non-empty open
set be dense in X, or that each one be connected.

If Y is a subspace of a topological space X then is irreducible if and only
if its closure Y is irreducible. By Zorn's lemma every irreducible subspace
of X is contained in a maximal one, and the preceding remark shows that
the maximal irreducible subspaces are closed. They are called the irreducible
components of X. Since the closure of a point is irreducible it lies in an
irreducible component; hence X is the union of its irreducible components.

If a subspace Y of X has only finitely many irreducible components, say
Y1,· .• , Yn , then Y1 , ••. , Yn are the irreducible components (without repetition)
of Y.
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1.2 Noetherian spaces. A topological space X is said to be quasi-compact
("quasi-" because X is not assumed to be Hausdorff) if every open cover
has a finite subcover. If every open set in X is quasi-compact, or,
equivalently, if the open sets satisfy the maximum condition, then X is said
to be noetherian. It is easily seen that every subspace of a noetherian space
is noetherian.

Proposition. Let X be a noetherian space.

(a) X has only finitely many irreducible components, say X I"'" XII"
(b) An open set V in X is dense if and only (f V n X j # ¢ (I ;£ i ;£ n).
(c) For each i, X; = X j - U(XpXJ is open in X, and Va = UX; is an

j*i

open dense set in X whose irreducible and connected components are
X'p .. .,X~.
Part (a) follows from a standard "noetherian induction" argument.

Since X j is irreducible the set X; = X - C\.di X j ) is open in X and dense

in Xj' Hence every open dense set V in X must meet X;. Conversely if V is
open and meets each Xi then V n Xi is dense in Xi' so iJ contains each Xi
and hence equals X. It follows, in particular, that Va =UX; is open,

dense. Since the X; are open, irreducible, and pairwise disjoint, they are
the irreducible and connected components of V 0"

1.3 Constructible sets. A subset Y of a topological space X is said to be
locally closed in X if Y is open in Y, or, equivalently, if Y is the intersection
of an open set with a closed set. The latter description makes it clear that the
intersection of two locally closed sets is locally closed. A constructible set is
a finite union of locally closed sets. The complement of a locally closed set
is the union of an open set with a closed set, hence a constructible set. It
follows that the complement of a constructible set is constructible. Thus, the
constructible sets are a Boolean algebra (i.e. they are stable under finite
unions and intersections and under complementation) In fact they are the
Boolean algebra generated by the open and (or) closed sets.

If f:X -+X' is a continuous map then I-I is a Boolean algebra
homomorphism carrying open and closed sets, respectively, in X' to those
in X. Hence f - I carries locally closed and constructible sets, respectively in
X' to those in X.

Proposition. Let X be a noetherian space, and let Y be a constructible subset
of X. Then Y contains an open dense subset of Y.

Remark. Conversely, by a noetherian induction argument one can show that
if Y is a subset of X whose intersection with every irreducible closed subset
of X has the above property, then Y is constructible.
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Proof. Write Y = ULiwith each L; locally closed. Then Y= UIi, so, if Y
j

is irreducible, Y = Ii for some i. Moreover L j ( C Y) is open in Ii'
In the general case write Y = UYj where the Yj are the irreducible

j

components of Y. The latter are closed in Y and hence constructible in X.
Moreover the first case shows that Yj contains a dense open set in Yj . Since
the Yj are the irreducible components of Y (see (AG.I.l» it follows from
(AG.1.2) that Y = u Yj contains a dense open set in Y.

1.4 (Combinatorial) dimension. For a topological space X it is the supremum
of the lengths, n, of chains Fo C F 1 c··· c Fn of distinct irreducible closed
sets in X; it is denoted

dimX.

If XEX we write

dimxX

for the infimum of dim U where U varies over open neighborhoods of x.
It follows easily from the definitions and the properties of irreducible closed

sets that dim ¢ = - 00, that

dimX = sup dimxX,
xeX

and that X 1--+dimx X is an upper semi-continuous function. Moreover, if X
has a finite number of irreducible components (e.g. if X is noetherian), say
X 1"'" X m , then dim X is the maximum of dim X;(l ;£ i;£ m).

§2. Some Facts from Field Theory

2.1 Base change for fields (cf. [C.-c., expo 13-14]). We fix a field extension
F of k. If k' is any field extension of k we shall write

This is a k'-algebra, but it is no longer a field, or even an integral domain,
in general. However, each of its prime ideals is minimal (i.e. there are no
inclusion relations between them) and their intersection is the ideal of
nilpotent elements in Fk , (see (AG.3.3) below). We say a ring is reduced if its
ideal of nilpotent elements is zero.
Here are the basic possibilities:
(a) k' is separable algebraic over k: Then Fk • is reduced, but it may have

more than one prime ideal.
(b) k' is algebraic and purely inseparable over k: Then Fk , has a unique

prime ideal (consisting of nilpotent elements) but F k , need not be reduced.
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(c) k' is a purely transcendental extension ofk: Then Fk· is clearly an integral
domain.

2.2 Separable extensions. F is said to be separable over k if it satisfies the
following conditions, which are equivalent: We write p for the characteristic
exponent of k ( = 1 if char(k) = 0).

(1) FP and k are linearly disjoint over kP•

(2) F(k1IP) is reduced.
(3) Fk • is reduced for all field extensions k' of k.

Suppose, for some extension L of k, that FL is an integral domain, with
field of fractions (FJJ Then F is separable over k<=>(FL) is separable over L.
The implication =:> follows essentially from the associativity of tensor
products, using criterion (3). To prove the converse we embed a given
extension k' of k in a bigger one, k", containing L also. Since Fk· C Fk ,. it
suffices to show that 1\,. is reduced. But Fk"= FI.® k" c (FJJk" and the latter
is reduced, by hypothesis. I.

2.3 Differential criteria. (See [N.8., (a), §9J, [Z.-S., v. I, Ch. II, §17J, or [C.-c.,
expo 13].) A k-derivation D: F -+ F is a k-linear map such that

D(ab) =D(a)b + aD(b) for all a, hE F.
The set of them,

DerdF, F)

is a vector space over F.

Theorem. Suppose F is a finitely generated extension of k. Put

n = trdegk(F)
and

III = dim F DcrdF, Fl·

Then m ~ n, with equality if" and only if F is separable over k.
Let D1, ... ,Dm be a basis of Derk(F,F) and let a1, ... ,amEF. Then F is

separable algebraic over k(a], ... , am) it" and only it" det(DJa)) ;6 O.
If m = n then a set {a 1" .. , am} as above is called a separating transcendence

basis.

2.4 Proposition. Let G be a group of automorphisms of a field F. Then F is
a separable extension of k = FG

, the fixed elements under G.
We shall prove that F and k 1jp are linearly disjoint over k, i.e. that if

a I, ... , anEk ljp are linearly independent over k then they are linearly
independent over F. The action of G extends uniquely to Fljp and G acts
trivially on k1jp. Suppose a l , ... , an are linearly dependent over F, but not
over k; we can assume n is minimal. Let al + bzaz + ... + bnan = 0 be a
dependence relation. If some bi' say bn , is not in k then it is moved by some
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gEG. Subtracting a l + g(bz)az + ... + g(bn)an from the relation above we
obtain a shorter relation; contradiction.

2.5 On occasions, we shall need a generalization of 2.4. Let A be a reduced
noetherian algebra over k, denote by k(A) its ring of fractions (cf. 3.1, Ex. 1)
and let G be a group of automorphisms of A. The action then extends to k(A).
By Prop. 10 in [N.B.(b):IV, §2, no. 5J, k(A) is uniquely a sum of fields K i then
necessarily permuted by G. Let ei be the corresponding idempotents. Thus
1= Lei and the e/s are permuted by G. If exEA G is non-divisor of zero in
AG

, then it is one in A. In fact we can write 1= LJj wheref} is the sum of
idempotents ei forming an orbit of G; then we have J;"ex ¥- 0 and therefore
since g(e;" ex) = g(eJex, ejex ¥- 0 for all i's. Therefore k(AG) embeds in k(A)G.

Proposition. We keep the previous notation. Then e;"k(A)G = K7', where Gi is
the isotropy group of ei• IJ k(A)G = k(A G), then K j is a separable extension oj
eik(A G).

If aEk(A)G then e;"ex is fixed under Gi . Conversely, if bEK i is fixed under
Gi , then the sum of the g(b), where 9 runs through a set of representatives
of GIGi, is an element of k(A)G whose image under ei is b. Then 2.4 shows
that K i is a separable extension of e;"k(A)G. The second assertion is then
obvious.

§3. Some Commutative Algebra

3.1 Localization [N.B., (b)]. Let S be a multiplicative set in a ring A, i.e. S
is not empty and s, tES=stES. Then we have the "localization" A[S-IJ
consisting of fractions als (aE A, SES), and the natural map A ---> A[S - 1J which
is universal among homomorphisms from A rendering the elements of S
invertible.

IfM is an A-module we further have the localized A[S- I]-moduleM[S- IJ,
consisting of fractions xls(xEM, SES), which is naturally isomorphic to
A[S-I]@M.

A

If xEM and SES then xls=O in M[S-l] if and only if t.\=O for some
tES. It follows directly from this that, ifM is finitely generated M[S -I] = 0
if and only if tM = 0 Jor some tES, i.e. if and only if Snann M ¥- cjJ, where
ann M is the annihilator of M in A.
The functor Mf--->M[S-IJ from A-modules to A[S-IJ-modules is exact,
and it preserves tensors and Hom's in the following sense: If M and N are

A-modules then the natural map (M@N)[S-l]--->M[S-l) ® N[S-IJ
A A[S-')

is an isomorphism, and the natural map HomA(M, N)[S-IJ ---> HomA[s-'j
(M[S- 1], N[S - 1J) is an isomorphism if M is finitely presented.
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Examples. (1) Let S be the set of all non-divisors of zero in A. Then
A -+ A[S - 1] is injective, and the latter is called the full ring offractions of
A. When A is an integral domain it is the field of fractions.
(2) If S = {I"ln ~ O} for some fEA then we write A f or A [IIn, and M f

for the localizations.
(3) An ideal P in A is prime if Sp = A - P is a multiplicative set. The

corresponding localizations are denoted A p and M p. In this case A p has a
unique maximal ideal, PAp, i.e. A p is a local ring.

3.2 Local rings. Let A be a local ring with maximal ideal III and residue
class field k = Aim. Let M be a finitely generated A-module.
(a) If mM = M then M = O.
For let Xl" .. , x" be a minimal set of generators of M, and suppose n > O.

Write Xl = L aixi(ajEm). Then (1 - a1 )x 1 = L aixi. But 1- a 1 is invertible,
i> 1

so x 2 , ... , X" already generate M; contradiction.
(b) If Xl'"'' x"EM then they generate M if and only if they do so modulo
mM. Hence the minimal number of generators of M is dimk(M/mM).
This follows by applying (a) to MIN, where N is the submodule generated

by XI, ... ,X".

(c) If M is projective then M is free.
We can write A" = M ~ N, so that k" = (MImM) ~ (NImN). Lift a basis of

k" to A" so that it lies in MuN. The result is, by (b), a set of n generators
of A". These must clearly be a basis of A", e.g. because the associated matrix
has an invertible determinant. Hence M, being spanned by part of a basis
of A", is free.

3.3 Nil radical; reduced rings. The set of nilpotent elements in a ring A is
an ideal denoted nil A. We call A reduced if nil A = (0).

If J is any ideal the ideal jJ is defined by jJ/1 = nil(AIJ). Thus nil
A = j(O). Moreover, we have

jj = the intersection of all primes containing J.

If S is a multiplicative set then jJ'A[S-I] = jJ'A[S 1]. In particular
this implies that A is reduced if and only if the full ring offractions of A is
reduced.

3.4 spec(A) [M, Ch. II, § I]. We let X = spec(A) be the set of all prime ideals
in A, equipped with the Zariski topology, in which the closed sets are those
of the following form for some J c A:

V(J) = {PEX IJ c Pl.

If Y c X we put I(Y) = nP, and then V(l(Y» is just the closure of Y.
Per
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Moreover, if J is an ideal of A it follows from 3.3 that

I(V(J» = fl.
Thus closed sets correspond bijectively (with inclusions reversed) to ideals J

for which J = fl. It follows that if A is noetherian then spec(A) is a
noetherian space.
The map PH {P} is a bijection from X to the set of irreducible closed sets

in X. Thus the irreducible components of X correpond to the minimal primes
in A. Moreover the (combinatorial) dimension of X (measured by chains of
irreducible closed sets) is called the (Krull) dimension of A, and it is denoted
dimA. Thus

dim A =dimX.

If f EA and PE X one sometimes writes f(P) for the image of f in the
residue class field of A p (which is the field of fractions of A/P). With this
notation the complement of V(fA) is

X r = {PEX I/(P) # O}.

This is called a principal open set. For any J we have V(J) = nV(f) so the
principal open sets are a base for the topology. IE)

Suppose ()(o: A ---> B is a ring homomorphism. Then ()(o induces a continuous
map()(:Y=spec(B)--->X, ()((P) = ()(; 1(P). In fact ()(-I(V(J)) = V(()(o(J)).

Examples. (1) If J is an ideal then A ---> AjJ induces a homeomorphism of
spec(AjJ) onto V(J) c X.
(2) If S is a multiplicative set then spec(A [S -I]) ---> spec(A) induces a
homeomorphism onto the set of PEX such that PnS = 1>.
(i) If f E A then we obtain a homeomorphism spec(Ar ) ---> XI'

(ii) If PEX it follows that dimp X = dim spec(A p ) = (Krull) dim A p •

3.5 Support of a module. Let X = spec(A) where A is a noetherian ring, and
let M be a finitely generated A-module. Then it follows from 3.1 that

supp(M) = {PI M p # OJ

is the closed set V(ann M). In particular M = 0 if and only if supp(M) = 1>.
Let f:L---> M be a homomorphism of A-modules. Since localization is exact

it follows that the set of P where fp is an epimorphism is the (open)
complement ofsupp(coker f). Applying this to HomA(M, L)---> HomA(M,M),
and using the fact that the Hom's localize properly (see 3.1) we conclude
that the set U of PEX such that fp is a split epimorphism is open, and f is
a split epimorphism if and only if U = X.
Suppose f is surjective and L is free. Then we deduce from the last remark
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and 3.2(c) that:
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U = {PEXIMI' is a free Ap-module}

is open, and M is a projective A-module if and only if U = x.

3.6 Integral extensions ([N.B., (b), Ch. 5J or [Z.-S., v. I, Ch. VJ). Let A c B
be rings. A bEB is said to be integral over A if A[bJ is a finitely generated
A-module, or, equivalently if b is a root of a monic polynomial with
coefficients in A. The set B' of all elements of B integral over A is a subring,
called the integral closure of A in B. We say B is integral over A if B' = B.
We say A is integrally closed in B if B' = A. We call A normal if A is reduced
and integrally closed in its full ring of fractions.
Suppose A c Bee are rings. Then C is integral over A if and only if C

and B are integral over B and A, respectively.
Suppose B is integral over A. Then spec(B) -> spec(A) is surjective and

closed. If B is a finitely generated A-algebra then B is a finitely generated
A-module. If B is an integral domain then every non-zero ideal of B has
non-zero intersection with A.
To see the latter let hn+ an-! bn- 1+ ... + ao = 0 be an integral equation of

minimal degree over A of some b -# 0 in B. Then ao = - b(an_! bn- 2 + ... + adE
bB (\ A. Moreover ao -# 0; otherwise we could reduce the degree of the
equation.

3.7 Noether normalization [M, Ch. !, p. 4]. A k-algebra A is said to be ajfine
if it is finitely generated as a k-algebra. Such an A is a noetherian ring.

Theorem. Let R = k[y!, ... , YmJ be an affine integral domain over k whosejield
offractions, k(Yt, ... ,Ym)' has transcendence degree n over k. Then there exist
elements XI"'" xnER, which are algebraically independent over k, and such
that R is integral over the polynomial ring k[x 1,· .. ,xn]. If k(YI, ... ,Ym) is
separable over k then Xl' ... , X ncan be chosen to be a separating transcendence
basis oIk(Y1, ... ,Ym) over k.
Except for the last assertion this theorem is essentially identical in statement

and notation with that in Mumford, page 4. With the following modification,
the proof in Mumford gives also the last assertion as well.
First, choose Y1" .. , Ym so that the last n of them are a separating

transcendence basis. Next, choose the integers r1 , ... , rm (as well as their
analogues at other stages of the induction) to be divisible by p, the
characteristic exponent of k. The proof in Mumford requires only that the
r;s be large and increase rapidly, so our additional restriction is harmless.
This done, the x I"'" X n produced by the proof will be congruent, modulo

plh powers, to the last n of the y;s. Thus each Xi has the same image under
every k-derivation as the corresponding Y (if p> 1; otherwise there is no
problem). It therefore follows that the x's, like the y's, are a separating
transcendence basis (see (AG.2.3)).



AG.3 Some Commutative Algebra 9

3.8 The Nullstellensatz [M, Ch. I]. Let A be an affine K-algebra, and let
X = max(A) be the subspace of maximal ideals in spec(A).

If e:A-->K is a K-algebra homomorphism then ker(e)EX so we have a
natural map

qJ:MorK_a,g(A, K) --> X.

Theorem. (Nullstellensatz).

(1) qJ is bijective.
(2) X is dense in spec(A). Moreover FH F n X is a bijection from the set of

closed sets in spec(A) to the set ofclosed sets in X. Therefore the analogous
statement is valid for open sets also.

If XEX we shall write ex for the homomorphism A --> K such that
x = ker(ex ). If f EA we shall also use the functional notation

f(x) =eAf)·

Thus each f EA determines a function X --> K.Iff represents the zero function
then f EI(X) = nx. It follows from part (2) that l(x) = l(spec(A)) = nil A.

xeX

Thus, in general, the function on X associated with f determines f modulo
nil A. If A is reduced we can therefore view A as a ring of K-valued function
on X.
We shall use for X the same notational conventions introduced for spec(A).
For example, if fEA then Xj={xEXlf(x)#O}. These principal open sets
are a base for the topology on X.

IfM is an A-module we also write sUPPx(M)= {xEXIMx #O}, or simply
supp(M) when the meaning is clear. In view of part (2) of the Nullstellensatz
all the remarks of 3.5 remain valid with X in place of spec(A).
The correspondence in (2) also matches irreducible closed sets, clearly, and

hence irreducible components. If XEX, then dimx X = dimx spec(A) = dim Ax.
Moreover dim X = dim spec(A).

3.9 Regular local rings [Z.-S., v. II, Ch. VIII, §11]. Let A be a noetherian
local ring with maximal ideal m and residue class field k = Aim. Then the
minimal number of generators of m is (see 3.2) the dimension over k ofm/m2

•

It is a basic fact that

dimk(m/m 2
) ~ dim A,

where dim A is defined as in 3.4. When this inequality is an equality the local
ring A is said to be regular.
Regularity has rather strong consequences for A, for example the fact that

A is then a unique factorization domain.
We shall see in AG.17 that, when A is the local ring of a point x on a

variety V, then regularity of A means that x is a simple point; hence the
importance of the notion. A minimal set of generators of 111 then gives the
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right number of local parameters at x on V, and m/m2 is the cotangent space
(see AG.16) of V at x.

§4. Sheaves
[M, Ch. I, §4]

4.1 Presheaves. Let X be a topological space. The open sets in X are the
objects of a category, top (X), whose morphisms are inclusions. If C is a
category then a C-valued presheafon X is a contravariant functor UHF(U)
from top (X) to C. Thus, whenever V c U are open sets in X we have a
C-morphism

res~ :F(U) -> F(V),

sometimes called "restriction." A morphism ffJ: F -> F' of presheaves is just a
morphism of functors. Thus it consists of morphisms ffJu:F(U) -> F'(U)
rendering the diagrams

F(U) _'P:..=..v---+. F'(U)

~~I I~~
F(V) -'P-y---+l F'(V)

commutative.
Suppose C is a category of "sets with structure," like groups, rings,

modules, .... Then we say F is a presheaf of groups, rings, modules, ... ,
respectively, on X. If XEX then

F x = ind limu F(U) (U nbhd. of x)

is called the stalk of F over x.
If U is open in X then top(U) is a subcategory of top (X), to which we can

restrict a presheafF on X. The resulting presheafon U is denoted (U, FlU).

4.2 Sheaves. Let F be a C-valued presheaf, on X, where C is some category
of "sets with structure." Then F is called a sheaf if it satisfies the following
"sheafaxiom": Given an open cover (U ;liEl of an open set U in X. the sequence

F(U) --;-. TI F(UJ~ TI F(Ujn U)
i 'I i,j

of sets is exact.
Explanation: "Exact" means that a induces a bijection from F( U) to the

set of elements on which Pand y agree. Thus, if F is a presheaf of abelian
groups, for example, exactness means that a is the kernel of (P - y).
The mapa is induced by the restrictions F(U)->F(Uj)(iEI). Similarly, the
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restrictions F(UJ-+ F(Uin U)(jEl) induce F(UJ-+nF(Ujn U) Taking the
j

product of these over iEI we obtain p. The map!' is obtained similarly,
starting from F(U)-+ F(UJl U) to obtain F(Uj )-+ nF(V; n VJ

i

Explicitly, the sheaf axiom says that, given sjEF(V j) such that
s;I Ujn U j = sjl Ujn V j for all i, jEl (we write sl V for res~(s)) then there is a
unique sEF(V) such that sl V; = Sj for all iEI.

Example. Let F(U) be the ring of continuous real valued functions on U.
Then, with respect to restriction of functions, F is clearly a sheaf (of
commutative rings).

4.3 Sheafification. Let F be a C-valued presheaf on X, where C is some
category of "sets with structure." Then there is a sheaf, F', called the
"sheafification" of F, or the she(l[associated with F, and a morphism f: F -+ F'
through which all morphisms from F into sheaves factor uniquely. In other
words the map

Mor(F', G)-+ Mor(F, G)

induced by f is bijective whenever G is a sheaf.
Roughly speaking, F' can be constructed in two steps. First define F 1(V)

to be F(U) modulo the equivalence relation which relates sand t if their
restrictions agree on some open cover of V. Then form F' from F 1 by "adding"
to F 1(U) all elements obtainable from compatible local data on some covering
of U. This process makes sense thanks to step 1.

If XEX the morphism of stalks F x -+ F~ is bijective.
Presheaves of abelian groups or modules form an abelian category, with

the obvious notions of kernel, cokernel, exact sequence, etc. Thus, if f: F -+ G
is a morphism of presheaves then (ker f)(U) = ker(F(U) -+ G(V)), and
similarly for coker(f). If F and G are sheaves then ker(f) is also a sheaf. On
the othe hand coker(f) need not be a sheaf. The cokernel of f in the category
of sheaves is the sheafification of the presheaf cokernel.
One can show that the category of sheaves of abelian groups is abelian.
A sequence F -+ G -+ H of sheaves is exact if and only if F x -+ Gx -+ H x is exact
for all XEX.

§5. Affine K -Schemes; Prevarieties

5.1 A K-space is a topological space X together with a sheaf (!)x ofK-algebras
on X whose stalks are local rings. If XEX we write (!)x,x for the stalk over
x, or simply (!)x if X is clear from the context. Its maximal ideal is denoted
m x , and its residue class field by K(x). One often writes X in place of (X, (!)x)

if this leads to no confusion.
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A morphism (Y, (l)y) --+(X, (l)x) of K-spaces consists of a continuous function
cx:: Y --+ X together with K-algebra homomorphisms

cx:~:(I)x(U)--+(I)y(V)

whenever U c X and V c Yare open sets such that cx:(V) cU. These maps
are required to be compatible with the respective restriction homomorphisms
in (l)x and (l)y. For yE Y we can pass to the limit over neighborhoods V of
yand U of x=f(y) to deduce a homomorphism CX:y:(I)x--+(I)y- It is further
required of a morphism that this always be a "local homomorphism," i.e.
that CX:y(mx) c my.

5.2 The affine K-scheme specK(A). An affine K-algebra A is one which if
finitely generated as an algebra. For such an algebra the subspace X = max (A)
of maximal ideals in spec(A) will be denoted

specK (A).

Recall from the Nullstellensatz (AG. 3.8) that there is a canonical bijection
xl->ker(eJ

X = specK(A) onto HomK.alg(A, K).

Moreover we adopt the functional notation

f(x) = eAf) (XEX,fEA).

The resulting function f: X --+ K (for f EA) determines f modulo the nil radical
of A (see AG.3.8» so, if A is reduced, we can thus identify A with a ring of
K-valued functions on X.
We now introduce the K-space (X,.4\ where A is the sheaf associated to

the presheaf UI->A[S(U)-I]. Here, for U open in X, S(U) is the set of fEA
vanishing nowhere on U. It is easy to see that the stalk of A at XEX is the
local ring Ax, so that (X, A) is a K-space. The symbol specK(A) will be used
both for X and for the K-space (X, A). A K-space isomorphic to one of this
type will be called an affine K -scheme.
In case A is an integral domain with field of fractions L then the Ax's are

subrings of L and we can describe A directly by: A(U) = nAx.
xe-V

A homomorphism ex:A --+B of affine K-algebras induces a continuous
function ex': Y --+ X, where Y = specK(B). If U c X and V c Yare open and
cx:'(V) c U then cx:(S(U)) c S(V) so there is a natural homomorphism
A [S(U)-I] --+ B[S(V)-I]. These induce a morphism on the associated
K-spaces (Y, B)--+(X, A), thus making Al->specK(A) a contravariant functor
from affine K-algebras to K-spaces.

5.3 K-schemes and prevarieties. By a K-scheme we shall understand a
K-space (X, 0'x) such that X has a finite cover by open sets U such that
(U, (l)xl U) is an affine K-scheme. Note that X is thus a noetherian space. If
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(X, (!lx) is reduced, i.e. if, for each XEX, the local ring (l)x.x has no nilpotent
elements #- 0, then we call (X, (l)x) a prevariety. In case X = specK(A) is affine
then X is a prevariety if and only if A is reduced, in which case we call
specK(A) an affine variety.

Caution. (1) A K-scheme is not a scheme in the usual sense. This would be
the case if, in place of specK(A) = max(A) we had used all of spec(A) (in the
affine case). With this modification the definition of K-scheme above
corresponds to the notion ofa "scheme offinite type over K" (or over spec(K)).
(2) Our notion of prevariety is essentially the same as that of Mumford

(Chapter I) except that we have not required X to be irreducible.
Consider the affine K-scheme specdK), consisting of one point with

structure sheaf K. A morphism specK(K) - X just picks a point XEX together
with compatible K-algebra homomorphisms (l)x(V)-K for all neighbor­
hoods V of x. The latter correspond to a K-algebra homomorphism (l)x- K,
and there is only one such: fl---+ f(x). Thus x determines the morphism, i.e.
we can identify MorK'SCh(specK(K), X) with X (as sets).

5.4 Theorem. Let X = specK(A) be an affine K-scheme and let Y be any
K-scheme. The natural map A - A(X) is an isomorphism, and the map

MorK.sch(Y' X) - MorK.alg(A, CQy(Y))

is bijective. In particular A 1---+ specK (A) is a contravariant equivalence from the
category of affine K-algebras to the category of affine K-schemes.
For this equivalence, see [M, Ch. II, §§1-2].

5.5 Quasi-coherent modules [M, Ch. Ill, §§ 1-2]. Let A be an affine K-algebra.
If M is an A-module then the sheaf M on specK(A) associated with the
presheaf uI---+A[S(V)-l](8)M is a sheaf of A-modules, or, simply, an

A

A-module. Moreover MI---+M is an exact functor from A-modules to
A-modules.

If Y is a K-scheme we say that an (l)y-module (or sheaf of C9y-modules) F
is quasi-coherent if Y can be covered by affine K-schemes V = specK(A) on
which FI V is isomorphic to some Mas above. If the V's can be chosen so
that each M is a finitely generated (resp., free) A-module then we say F is
coherent (resp., locally free).

If F is coherent then it follows easily from AG.3.5 that

supp(F) = rYE YIFy #- O}

is closed. Moreover AG.3.5 implies that, for F coherent, {YEYIFy is a free
(l)y-module} is open.

Theorem. Let X = specK(A) be an affine K-scheme, and let fEA. For any
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A-module M the natural map Mr-+M(X J ) is an isomorphism. In particular

(specK(AJ)' AJ) -> (X J' AI X J)

is an isomorphism oj' K-schemes. Moreover M 1---+Mis an equivalence from the
category oj' A-modules to the category oj' quasi-coherent A-modules. Mis
coherent if and only if M is finitely generated. In this case M is locally j'ree if
and only if M is a projective A-module.

5.6 Closed immersions [M, Ch. II, §5]. A morphism ct: Y -> X of K-schemes
is called a closed immersion if rx maps Y homeomorphically into a closed
subspace of X and if the local homomorphisms (r)X,a(y)-> (r)y,y are surjective
for each yE Y.

If J is a quasi-coherent sheaf of ideals in (r)x' and if Y = supp«(r)x/J) then
Y is closed and (r)x/J is the "extension by zero" of a sheaf (r)y on Y for which
there is a natural closed immersion (Y,(r)y)->(X,(r)x). We then call Y the
closed subscheme of X defined by oF
In case X = specK(A) is affine every such J is of the form Tfor some ideal

I in A, and Y is just the affine subscheme

specK(A/1)~ specK(A).

Theorem. The map Il---+specK(A/I) is a bijection from the ideals oj' A to the
set oj' closed subschemes oj'specK(A). In particular every closed subscheme is
affine.
An open immersion is a morphism isomorphic to one of the form

(U, (r)xl U)->(X, (r)x) where X is a K-scheme and U is an open subset. We call
(U, (r)xl U) an open subscheme of (X, (r)x). A closed subscheme of an open
subscheme is called a locally closed subscheme.

§6. Products; Varieties

6.1 Products exist [M, Ch. I, §6]. Let X and Y be K-schemes. The product
X x Y is characterized by the property that morphisms from a K-scheme Z
to X x Yare pairs of morphisms to the two factors. Applying this to
Z = specdK) we find that the underlying set of X x Y is the usual cartesian
product. From AG.5.4 it follows immediately that the product of affine
K-schemes specK(A) and specK(B) exists and equals

specK ( A~B)-

This is because ® is the coproduct in the category of affine K-algebras.
K

More generally:

Theorem. The product X x Y exists and the two projections are open maps.
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If V c X and V c Yare open subschemes then V x V --+ X x Y is an open
immersion.
From this theorem and the description of the product in the affine case it

is easy to show that the local ring of X x Y at (x, y) is the localization of
(!)x@(!)y at mx®(!)y + (!)x®my-

K

6.2 Varieties. Let X be a K-scheme. The pair (lx, Ix) defines a diagonal
morphism d: X --+ X x X, and one says X is separated if d is a closed
immersion. A separated prevariety is called an (algebraic) variety.
For example:

(a) An affine variety is a variety.
(b) A locally closed subprevariety of a variety is a variety.
(c) A product of two varieties is a variety.

Let rx, f3: Y --+ X be two morphisms of K-schemes, and let

Ta,p = {YE Ylrx(y) = f3(y)}.

The pair (rx, f3) defines a morphism y: Y --+ X x X and Ta,{J = y-l (d(X)), clearly.
Hence, if X is separated then Ta,p is closed. In particular, if rx and f3 coincide
on a dense set then they coincide at all points.
Applying the above remarks to rxopry,prx :Y x X --+X we see also that the
graph of rx is closed if X is separated.

6.3 Regular functions and subvarieties. Let (X, (!)x) be an algebraic variety. If
V is open in X we shall write

K[U] in place of (!)x(U).

The elements f of K[U] can be identified with K-valued functions on V,
sometimes called regular functions. Moreover res~:K[U] --+ K[V] then
corresponds to restriction of functions. For XEU the mapf~f(x)= eAf) is
the composite of K[U]--+(!)x with the map of (!)x to its residue class field
K(x) = K.

If V is open in X then (U,(!)xIU) is a variety, called an open subvariety of
X. In case V is affine we have V = specK(K[U]).

If Y is a closed subspace of X then there is a unique reduced subscheme
(Y, (!)y) of X. (!)y is the sheaf associated to the presheaf (V n Y)~K[U]/Iu(Y),
where Iu(Y) is the ideal of all functions on V vanishing on Y n U. (Thus, in
case V is affine, Y n V is just specK(K[U]/I u( Y)).) In this way we can
canonically regard a closed subspace Y of X as a closed subvariety.
A locally closed subvariety is then just a closed subvariety of an open
subvariety.
Let rx: Y --+ X be a morphism of varieties. Then rx is a continuous function

and, whenever V c X and V c Yare open and rx(V) c V, there is a
comorphism

rx~: K[U] --+ K[V]
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such that
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o:~(f)(y) = f(o:(y», or

o:~(f)=f 0 0:

AG

for f eK[UJ and ye V. Since we are dealing here with rings offunctions it
follows that 0: (as a map of spaces) determines the sheaf homomorphisms o:~.

We shall denote the latter simply by 0:0 (for all U and V) and call 0:0 the
comorphism(s) of 0:.
Note that, for any set function 0:: Y~ X, the comorphisms aO can be defined

as above on the rings of all K-valued functions. The condition that 0: be a
morphism of varieties then can be reformulated as follows: (i) a is continuous,
and (ii) if U c X and V c Yare open and if 0:(V) c U then 0:0K [UJ c K[ V].

6.4 The local rings on a variety. Consider the local ring (!)x of a point x on
a variety V. It reflects the "local properties" of V near x. For example, by
passing to a neighborhood of x we may assume V = specK(A), an affine
variety. Then W, is the local ring of A at the maximal ideal m = ker(eJ, and
it follows from properties of localization that the prime ideal of (!)x correspond
bijectively to those of A contained in m, i.e. to the irreducible subvarieties
of V passing through x. We see thus that dimx V (in the sense of AG.l.4) is
the Krull dimension of (!)x.

Note further that the irreducible components of V containing x correspond
to the minimal primes of (!)x. Thus x lies on a unique irreducible component
if and only if (!) x is an integral domain.

6.5 Let f: Y~ X be a morphism of varieties. It is said to be finite if X has
an open cover by affine subvarieties Xi (i e 1) such that f - 1 Xi is affine and
K[f - IXJ is a finitely generated K[XJ-module. In that case, this condition
is fulfilled by every open affine subset of X (cf [Ha: II, 3.2J). Iffis finite, the
fibre over each point of X is finite [EGA: II, 6.1.7J and f is closed [EGA:
II, 6.1.10].
The morphismfis said to be affine if there exists an open affine finite cover

{Xi} [ieI) of X such thatf-IX; is affine for all ieI. Thenf- 1(U) is affine
for every open affine subset U of X (see [Ha: II: 5.17J or EGA II, §1.2).
In particular, a finite morphism is affine by definition.

6.6 Let X and Y be two varieties. The Zariski topology on X x Y is finer
than the product topology. We have already remarked that the two
projections are open. Moreover, if A c X and B c Y, then (A x B)- = A x B:
By using the continuity of the projections, we see that the right-hand side
is closed and contains the left-hand side. On the other hand, for any beB,
the closure of A x b is A x b, hence A x B c (A x B)-. Similarly, for any aEA,
the product a x B is contained in (A x B)-, whence our assertion. By
induction, it follows that if X; are varieties (i= 1, ... ,n) and A;cX;, then
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the closure of A=A1x···xAn in X1x···xXn=X is the product of
the A/s.
As a consequence, if f:X -+2 is a morphism of varieties, then

f(A I x ... x An) C f(A).

§7. Projective and Complete Varieties

7.1 The affine spaces V and K". Let V be a finite dimensional vector space
(over K). Then the symmetric algebra A =SiV*) on the dual of V is the
(graded) algebra of "polynomial functions" on V, generated by the linear
functions V* in degree one. The universal property of the symmetric algebra
implies that

HomK_.1g(SK(V*), K) = HomK_mod(V*, K) = (V*)* = V.

In this way we can identify V with the points ofthe affine variety specK(A).
In case V = Kn we have A = K[T1, ... , Tn], the polynomial ring in n

variables, where Tj(t) = t j for t = (t1' ... , tn)E Kn.

7.2 The projective spaces P(V) and Pn [M, Ch. I, §5]. The set of lines in V
can be given the structure of a variety, denoted P(V), and called the projective
space on V. We also write P n = P(Kn + 1).

It is convenient to describe the set P(V) as the set of equivalence classes,
[x], of non-zero vectors XE V, where [x] = [y] means y = tx for some tEK*.
Let n: V - {O} -+P(V) denote the projection, n(x) = [x]. We topologize P(V)
so that n is continuous and open, where V - {O} is viewed as an open
subvariety of V. Thus V c P(V) is open if and only if n-1(U) is open.
Let A = SK(V*) a above, and let S be the multiplicative set of all homo­

geneous elements #0 in A. Then A[S-l] is still a graded ring whose degree
zero term is

L = {fig If and 9 are homogeneous of the same degree in A and 9 # O}.

If [X]EP(V) we shall write

(9[xl = {f/gELlg(x) # O}.

First note that the condition g(x) # 0 depends only on [x], for if 9 is of degree
d we have g(tx) = tdg(x) for tEK*. This shows further thatf(x)jg(x) depends
only on [x] becausefalso has degree d. Thus a givenfjgEL can be viewed
as a function on the set of [x] EP(V) for which g(x) # O. Moreover (?[X] is the
local ring of all such functions defined at [x].

If V is open in P(V) we put

(9 P(V)(V) = n (9[x]
[X]EU

and define restriction maps to be inclusions whenever V' c u. This is a sheaf
on P(V), and (P(V), (9p(V) is the algebraic variety promised above.
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Suppose V = Kn+ 1 so that A = K[T
O

' T 1 , ••• , Tn]. Here we have T;(t) = t;
for t=(to, ... ,tn)EKn+1

• Even though T; is not a function on Pn=p(Kn+ 1
)

the set Pn•T , = {[t]EPnl Ti(t) -# O} still makes sense. Moreover, there is a
bijection Pn.f, -> Kn sending [to,"" tn] to (tolt;, .. , filt;, .. . ,tnltJ = (s 1" .. , sn)'
It is easily shown that this is an isomorphism from the open subvariety PiloT,
of P II to the affine space K n. Since the Pn,T, (0 ~ i ~ n) cover P n this shows
why P n is at least a prevariety.
Consider the open set VO in K n+1 of all (to,"" tn) such that to -# O. Then

we have an isomorphism of varieties

K* x Kn->V

The composition of this with V -> Pn is just projection on the factor K"
followed by the inverse of the isomorphism P II •To -> K" constructed above.
In this way we see that V - {O} -> P(V) looks, like a projection from a cartesian
product as above.

7.3 Projective varieties. A projective variety is one isomorphic to a closed
subvariety of a projective space. A quasi-projective variety is an open
subvariety of a projective variety. Since affine spaces are open subvarieties
of projective spaces it follows that all affine varieties are quasi-projective.
Products of projective varieties are projective. To see this it suffices to

show that each Pnx Pm is projective. For this, in turn, one has the explicit
closed immersion

Pn X Pm-> p(n+ l)(m+ 1)-1 = Pllm +n+m
defined by:

7.4 Complete varieties [M, Ch. I, 99]. A variety V is complete if, for any
variety X, the projection prx:X x V -> X is a closed map. (In the category
of Hausdorff topological spaces the analogous property characterizes
compact spaces. Thus "complete" for varieties is the analogue of "compact"
for topological spaces.)
It follows immediately from the definition that a closed subvariety of a

complete variety is complete, and that a product of complete varieties is
complete.
Let 0(: V -> X be a morphism of varieties with V complete. Then the graph

T, c V x X is closed, so its projection into X, which is o:(V), is closed in X.
I[ 0( is surjective then it follows directly from the definition that X is also
complete. Applying this to O((V) we conclude that the image of a morphism
from a complete variety is closed and complete.
The affine line K is an open but not closed subset of the projective line
P l' so K is not complete. The only other closed subsets of K are the finite
ones, so a connected complete subvariety of K consists of a single point.
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If V is a connected complete variety then K[V] = K, i.e. every regular
function f on V is constant. This follows from the last paragraph because
f(V) is a connected complete subvariety of K.
Combining the observation above we conclude easily that a morphism from

a connected complete variety into an affine variety must be constant. For the
image, being closed, is affine as well as complete. But an affine variety with
only constant regular functions is a point.
That complete varieties exist in abundance follows from the:

Theorem. Projective varieties are complete.

§8. Rational Functions; Dominant Morphisms

8.1 Rational functions. Let V be an algebraic variety. The open dense sets
V in V form an inverse system, under inclusion, so their rings of functions,
K[V], form an inductive system. The inductive limit

K( V) = ind.lim. K [V], (U open dense in V)

is called the ring of rational functions on V. The following properties are
easily established.
(a) If V is open dense in V then K[V] --+ K(V) is injective; we shall regard
it as an inclusion. Moreover K(U) = K(V).
(b) IffEK(V) we say fis regular at x iffEK(U] for some neighborhood

U of x (which is open dense). The set of all such x is then a dense open set
V o called the domain of definition off. V o is the largest dense open set for
whichfEK[VoJ.
(c) Suppose V is irreducible. Then each dense open U is irreducible also.

IffEK[V] is not zero then VJ={xEVlf(x)¥O} is non-empty and open,
hence dense (by irreducibility), and l/fEK[VJJ. It follows that K(V) is a
field, called the function field of V.
(d) In general, let V1 , ... , V. be the irreducible components of V. It follows

from (AG.l.2) that there is a dense open V such that the V j = V n Vj (I ~ i ~ n)
are open in V and pairwise disjoint. It follows, using (a) and (c) above, that

K(V) = K(V) =nK(U;) =nK(VJ,

the product of the function fields of the irreducible components of V.
(e) If V = specK(A) is affine, where A = K[V], then K(V) is just the full
ring of fractions of A.

8.2 Dominant morphisms. The ring K( V) of rational functions on V is not
functorial. For if Ct: V --+ W is a morphism of varieties, and if U is open dense
in W, then Ct - l(V) need not be dense in V. But if this is always true, and if
Ct(V) = W, we say Ct is dominant. Such an Ct induces an injective comorphism
aO: K(W) --+ K(V).
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If V, and therefore also W, are irreducible then this makes K(V) a field
extension of K(W). We then say that CI. is separable if this extension is
separable. Similarly we call CI. purely inseparahle if K( V) is a purely inseparable
algebraic extension, and CI. is said to be birational if K( V) = ':/.0K( W).
The local rings of V and W can be viewed as subrings of K(V) and of

K(W), respectively, and'j° induces an injection Cl.°:0 x -> (Oa(x) for XEV.
Identifying K( W) with Cl. 0 K(W) we see that the sheaf morphism corresponding
to a is just induced by the inclusions of local rings in K(V).

In general, if V is not irreducible but ':/.(V) = W, then it is easy to see that
CI.: V --> W is dominant if and only if, for each irreducible component V' of

V, CI.(V') = W' is an irreducible component of W. We then say that CI. is
separable (purely inseparable, birational, ...) if, for each such V', the induced
morphism V' -> W' (which is dominant) has the corresponding property.

If Viis an irreducible component of V then ':/.(V') = W' is an irreducible
subvariety of W, and it will be an irreducible component of W provided it
contains a non-empty open set in W. Since V' contains such an open set in
V this remark shows that: /1' 'J. is sUijecl it:e and open I hen "Y. is dominant.
As a converse, if Wand V are irreducible (for convenience), given an

injective homomorphism /3: K(W)-> K(V), there is a dominant morphism a
of a Zariski open subset U of V into W, such that /3 = aU. We postpone
the discussion of this point to 13.4, where we can add some complement
pertaining to fields of definition.

§9. Dimension
[M, Ch. I, ~ 7]

9.1 The dimension ofa variety V. We have the combinatorial dimension of V,
denoted by dim V, introduced in (AG.l.4). It is the supremum of the
dimensions of the irreducible components of V. In case V is irreducible we
have the function field K(V), and the basic fact is that, in this case,

dim V = tr.deg. KK(V).

9.2 Hypersurjaces. Let V be an irreducible variety and let jEK[V] be a
non-constant function whose set Zen = {XE V II(x) = O} of zeros is not empty.
Then the dimension of each irreducible component of Z(f) is dim V - 1.

9.3 Products. The dimension of V x W is dim V + dim W.

§10. Image and Fibres of a Morphism
[M, Ch. I, §8]

10.1 The basic theorem. Let a:X -> Y be a morphism of varieties. The fibre
of a over yE Y is the subvariety a- I

( {y}) of X. To study the non-empty fibres
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there is no harm in shrinking Y to the closure of the image, Ct(X), i.e. we may
as well assume cc(X) is dense in Y. If X (and Y) are irreducible this means
that cc is dominant.

Theorem. Let cc: X ~ Y be a dominant morphism of irreducible varieties, and
put r = dim X - dim Y. Let W be an irreducible closed subvariety of Y and
let Z be an irreducible component of cc - 1(W).

(1) If Z dominates W then dim Z ~ dim W + r. In particular, if W = {y},
then dim Z ~ r.

(2) There is an open dense V c Y (depending only on cc) such that
(i) V c cc(X), and
(ii) If Z n cc- 1(V) =P ¢ then

dim Z = dim W + r.

In particular, if W = {y} c V then dim Z = r.

10.2 Corollary (Chevalley). Let cc:X ~ Y be any morphism c1 varieties. Then
the image of any constructible set is constructible. In particular cc(X) contains

a dense open subset of cc(X).
The last assertion follows from the first using AG.l.3. The proof of the

first assertion can be reduced easily to the case of a dominant morphism of
irreducible varieties. Then it is deduced, by induction on dim Y, from part
(2)(i) of the theorem.

10.3 Corollary. Let cc:X ~ Y be a morphism of varieties. If XEX let e(x) be
the maximum dimension of an irreducible component, containing x, of the fibre
of cc through x (i.e. of cc- 1(cc(x))). Then x~e(x) is upper semi-continuous, i.e.
the sets {x E X Ie(x) ~ n} are closed for each integer n.

§11. k-Structures on K -Schemes

This and the following two sections contain the basic notions required here
for the treatment of rationality questions. Recall that k denotes a subfield
of the algebraically closed field K.

tt.l k-struetures on vector spaces. A k-structure on a (not necessarily finite
dimensional) vector space V (over K) is a k-module Vk c V such that the
homomorphism K Q9 Vk ~ V, induced by the inclusion, is an isomorphism.

k

The surjectivity means that Vk spans V (over K), and the injectivity means
that elements of Vk linearly independent over k are also linearly independent
over K. The elements of Vk are said to be rational over k.

If V is a subspace of V we put V k = V n Vk , and we say V is defined (or
rational) over k if V k is a k-structure on V. This is equivalent to V k spanning V.
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If W = V/U we write Wk for the projection of Vk into W, and we say W
is defined over k if this is a k-structure on W. This happens if and only if U
is defined over k, or if and only if elements of Wk linearly independent over
k are linearly independent over K.
Let f: V ~ W be a K-linear map of vector spaces with k-structures. We

say that f is defined over k, or that I is a k-morphism if f(Vk) C Wk. The
k-morphisms from V to W form a k-submodule

HomK(V, Wh c HomK(V, W),

and this is even a k-structure provided that W is finite dimensional. In
particular, when W = K, we have a k-structure on the dual V* of V.
Similarly Vk®Wk is a k-structure on V®W, and there are natural

k K

k-structures on the exterior and symmetric algebras of V.

11.2 k-structures on K-algebras. A k-structure on a K-algebra A is a
k-structure Ak which is a k-subalgebra.

If J is an ideal in A then J is defined over k if and only if J k( = J n Ad
generates J as an ideal. This is easily seen.

IfS is a multiplicative set in Ak then Ak[S- I] is easily seen to be a k-structure
on A[S-l].

If B is another K-algebra with k-structure then we write

MorK-alg(A, B)k

for the K-algebra homomorphisms defined over k. The map j'H1K <8> f is a
bijection from Mork_a'g(Ab Bk ) to this set.

11.3 k-structures on K-schemes. A k-structure on a K-scheme (X, (Ox) con­
sist of

(1) a k-topology k-top(X) c top (X), and
(2) a k-structure on (Ox(U) for each k-open U, such that the restriction
homomorphisms are defined over k.

(Condition (2) just says that the restriction of (Ox to k-top(X) is a sheaf of
K-algebras-with-k-structures.) It is further required that, on k-open affine
subschemes, the induced k-structure be of the following type:
A k-structure on an affine K-scheme X = specK(A) is one defined by a

k-structure A k on A as follows: A set is k-c1osed if it is of the form supp(AjJ)
for some ideal J defined over k. For example, iffEA k then X f is k-open2 and
any k-open set is covered by a finite number of these. Moreover Af = A(Xf)

has the k-structure (Ak)f (see 11.2).
If U is k-open we can cover U by X f:s for a family of fiEAk. Moreover

X fi n X fj = X fiJj. By the sheaf axiom we have an exact sequence

A(U)~TI A(Xf')~ nA(Xf;j).
II '.J
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Therefore A(U) acquires a natural k-structure as the kernel of

n .-(I n
A fi ------> A fifi'

j

which is a k-morphism of vector spaces with k-structures.
It is not difficult to check that this k-structure on A(U) is well defined,
and that the above construction satisfies the requirements of(1) and (2) above.
Note that we recover A k as the k-structure on A(X).
Let ccX --+ Y be a morphism of K-schemes with k-structures. We say a is

defined over k or that a is a k-morphism if (i) a is continuous relative to the
k-topologies, and (ii) if U c Yand V c X are k-open such that a(V) c U then
a~: (?y( U) --+ (?x(V) is defined over k. The set of morphisms defined over k will
be denoted

Mor(X, Yh.

A homomorphism aQ:B --+ A of K-algebras with k-structures induces a
morphism ccspecK(A) --+ specK(B) and it is clear that a is defined over k if
and only if aO is defined over k. Thus the category of affine K-schemes with
k-structures, and k-morphisms, is contravariantiy equivalent to the category
of affine K-algebras with k-structures, and k-morphisms, and the latter is
clearly equivalent to the category of affine k-algebras.

11.4 Subschemes d~fined over k. Let (X, (?x) be a K-scheme with k-structure.
If U c X is k-open then (U, (?xl U) has an induced k-structure.
Suppose (Z, (?z) is a closed subscheme of X. We say it is defined over k if

(i) Z is k-closed, and (ii) the sheaf of of ideals such that {?x/of is the extension
by zeros of (?z is defined over k, i.e. of(U) c (?x(U) is defined over k for all
k-open U. Condition (ii) is equivalent to the condition that, for all k-open
affine U, the kernel .f(U) of the epimorphism 01" affine rings,
(?x(U)--+{?z{UI1Z), is defined over k. Thus we see that (Z,(9z) acquires a
unique k-structure such that the closed immersion Z --+ X is defined over k.

It further follows easily that (Z, (?z) is defined over k if and only if, for
some cover of X by k-open affine U's (Z 11 U, C'z IZ 11 U) is defined over
kin (U, (?xl U) for each U.

§12. k-Structures on Varieties

12.1 Affine k-varieties. A variety V with a k-structure will be called a
k-variety. Let V = specK(A) be an affine k-variety with k-structure defined
by A k = k[V] in A = K[V].
Let Z = specK(A/J) be a closed subvariety of V, where J is the ideal of all

functions vanishing on Z. Then we have an exact sequence
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where Jk= J n k[ V] and where k[Z] is the restriction to Z of k[ V]. Thus
k[Z] is a reduced affine k-algebra, and we denote its full ring of fractions
by k(Z). We have K(8)k(Z)=K[V]/Jk'K[V] so that the kernel of the

k

epimorphism K(8)k[Z]-+K[Z] is JjJk·K[V].
k

Now Z is k-c1osed when it is the set of zeros of some ideal defined over k.
It follows that

In this case then the kernel above is the nil radical of K (8)k[Z].
k

We conclude therefore that the following conditions on a k-c1osed Z are
equivalent:

(a) Z is defined (as a subvariety) over k, i.e. J = Jk' K [V].
(b) k[Z] and K are linearly disjoint over k in K[Z].
(c) K (8)k[Z] is reduced.

k

(d) K (8)k(Z) is reduced.
k

The equivalence of (c) and (d) follows from AG.3.3 because K(8)k(Z) is a
k

ring of fractions of K (8)k[Z] with respect to a multiplicative set of
non-divisors of zero. k

We can look at these conditions also from the following point of view.
Suppose we are given a reduced affine k-algebra Bk • Then Bk is a k-structure
on B = K ® Bk and hence defines one on the affine K-scheme Z = specK(B).

k

Z is a variety if and only if B is reduced. Thus we can think of k-closed
subsets of V as the underlying spaces of closed subschemes of V which are
defined over k, but not necessarily as subvarieties defined over k.
Suppose char(k) = p > O. Then the zeros of f EA and of JP coincide. If

fEk1IP[V] then JPEk[V]. Thus any k11P-closed set is also k-closed. It follows
that the k-topology coincides with the kP - ~-topology.

12.2 Subvarieties defined over k. Let V be any (not necessarily affine)
k-variety, and let Z be a k-closed subvariety. If U is k-open in V we write
k[Z n U] for the restriction to Z n U of k[U]. Passing to the inductive limit
over k-open U for which Z n U is dense in Z we obtain the ring k(Z) of
"rational functions on Z defined over k." In case V is affine this notation is
consistent with that introduced in 12.1 above (cf. (AG.8.1). It follows; from
AG.l1.4 and 12.1 that Z is defined over k ifand only ifK (8)k(Z) is reduced.

k

Now k(Z) is the product of a finite number of finitely generated field
extensions of k. Using the results of AG.2.2 we therefore conclude that the
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following conditions are equivalent:

(a) Z is defined over k.
(b) K Q9k(Z) is reduced.

k

(c) kP - '"Q9k(Z) is reduced.
k

(d) Each factor of k(Z) is a separable field extension of k.

In particular we see that:

A k-closed subvariety is defined over P- 00, and hence over k if k is perfect.

12.3 Irreducible components are defined over ks. Consider the irreducible
components of a k-variety V. To show that each one is defined over ks there
is no loss in assuming that k = ks• It suffices further to check this on a cover
of V by k-open affine subvarieties, so we may assume V is affine. Then we
must show that, if PI"",Pn are the minimal primes of k[V], each P;,K[V]
is still a prime ideal. Since k is separably closed it follows from AG.2.1 that
K[V]/(P;,K[V]), which equals KQ9(k[V]/P;), has a unique minimal prime,

k

so it remains to be shown that K Q9(k[V]/P;) is reduced.
k

We have k[V] c n(k[V]/P;), because k[V] is reduced, and both of these
rings have the same full ring of fractions, k(V). Since K Q9k(V) = K(V) is

k

reduced it follows, as claimed, that each K Q9(k[V]/P;) is reduced.
k

12.4 Let X, Y be two k-varieties. Then

k[X x YJ=k[X](8)k[Y].

More precisely, the obvious map of the right-hand side in the left-hand
side is injective. There remains to check the other inclusion. If X and Yare
affine, it holds by definition 6.1. Assume now X to be affine and let Y=UYi

i

(iEI) be a finite open affine cover of Y. Let f be a regular function on X x Y.
Its restriction to X x Yi belongs to k[X] ® k[YJ. Since I is finite, there exists
a finite dimensional subspace V c k[X] such that fiX x Yj belongs to
V (8)k[YJ for each i. Letfj(jEl) be a basis of V. Then wecan write uniquely

fiX x Yi= "iJj (8) gi.j' with gi,jEk[YJ.
j

By the uniqueness, gi,j and gk.j have the same restriction to YJl Yk (i, kEI).
Therefore, for given jEl, the gi.j (iEI) match to define an element of k[Y],
hence f Ek[X] (8) k[Y]. If now X is not affine, argue similarly using a finite
open cover of X.
We shall use this when one factor is affine and the other quasi-affine, i.e.,
by definition, isomorphic to a k-open sub-set of an affine k-variety X. Note
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that if X is quasi-affine and irreducible, then k(X) is the quotient field of
k[X], (since k(X) = k(X)).

§13. Separable Points

13.1 The functor of points. Let V be a k-variety. For any affine K-algebra
B we shall write

V(B) = MorK.sch(specK(B), V).

IfB has a k-structure Bkwe also write V(Bk) = V(B)k for the set of morphisms
as above which are defined over k.

If V = specK(A) is affine then

V(B) = MorK.alg(A, B) = Mork.alg(Ak, B),

and V(Bk) = Mork.alg(Ak, Bk). From these descriptions it is clear that one can
extend the definitions to any K-algebra B, not necessarily affine. (For example
B might be a large field extension of K.) In this way we obtain a functor
BkH V(Bk) from k-algebras to sets. It is called the functor of points of the
k-variety V.

V(Bk) is also functorial in V. If 0:: V -> W is a k-morphism of k-varieties
then 0: induces a map V(Bk) -> W(Bk).
In the special case B = K we have V(K) = MorK,sch(specK(K), V), which we

can, and will canonically identify with the points of V. Moreover, for any
subfield k' of K containing k we have V(k') c V. These are the k'-rational
points of V. In particular we have V(k) c V(k.) c V(k) c V. The points of
V(ks ) are called separable points.

If W is any locally closed subvariety of V, not necessarily defined over k,
we shall permit ourselves to write W(k') for the k'-rational points of V which
lie in W.

Examples. If V = K" = specK(K[tl, ... ,t,,]) with the standard k-structure,
given by k[t!, ... ,t,,], then V(k)=k".

If V is a vector space with k-structure Vk then P(V) acquires a k-structure
so that P(V)(k) is the image of Vk - {O} under the canonical projection
V - {O} ->P(V).
We remark, finally, that the definitions above apply without change to

any K-scheme V (resp. K-scheme with k-structure).

13.2 Theorem. Let 0:: V -> W be a k-morphism ofk-varieties which is dominant
and separable. Then there is an open dense set Woc W such that Woc o:(V)
and such that, for each wEWo(ks ), the fibre o:-l(W) has a dense set of separable
points.
We shall carry out the proof in several steps.
(a) There is clearly no loss in assuming that k = k,.
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(b) This done, it follows from AG.l2.3 that the irreducible components of
a k-variety are defmed over k.
(c) There is no harm in replacing W by a dense k-open set W', and V by

(X -I(W'). Thus we can easily reduce to the case when W is irreducible and
affine. Then cover V by irreducible k-open affines Vi' This is possible, using
(b). If Woi answers the requirements of the theorem for (Xi: Vi ---> W then
Wo = nWoi will work for (x. Hence we may assume that V and Ware
irreducible and affine. furthermore, with the aid of AG.10.1 we can, after
shrinking W, assume that (X is surjective and that all irreducible components
of all fibres have the same dimension.
(d) (X is induced by the comorphism k[W] ---> kEY] which we can regard
as an inclusion. Since K(V) is separable over K(W), by hypothesis, and since
K is linearly disjoint, over k, from k(W) and from k(V), it follows that k(V) is
separable over k(W). Hence we can apply the (separable) normalization
lemma (AG.3.7) to the affine k(W)-algebra k(W)® kEY]' This permits us to

k[Wj

consider the latter as a finite integral extension of some polynomial ring
k(W) [t I" .. , t"] over whose field of fractions k(V) is (finite and) separable.
Since kEY] has a finite number of generators we can find a "common
denominator" f i= 0 in k[W] for each of the t j as well as for the coefficients
of the integral equations of the generators of k[ V] over the polynomial ring.
Then if, using (c), we replace k[W] by k[W]f = k[Wf ], and V by
Vf = (X-I(Wf ), we can already write k[Y] as a finite integral extension of the
polynomial ring k[W][t l , ... ,t"] = k[W x K"]. Thus we have reduced our
problem to the case where (X admits a factorization

V p •---+ W x K" ---+ W.

Here n is the coordinate projection, and Pis a finite integral morphism such
that k(V) is separable over k(W x K").
(e) We claim that there is a dense open set Uo c W x K" such that

Po:Vo=p-I(Uo)--->Uo has the following property: Each fibre of Po over a
separable point consists entirely of separable points.
Write A = k[ W x K"] and say kEY] = A [b j , ... , bm ]. Let Pj(bJ = 0 be the

minimal polynomial equation of bj over the field of fractions, k(W x K"),
of A. Since Pi is a separable polynomial its derivative, P;, does not vanish
at b j •

The P j all have coefficients in Ag for some 9 i= 0 in A. Put b = nP;(b j )( i= 0).
i

Since k[V]g is integral over Agit follows from AG.3.6 that there is a non-zero
multiple h of bin Ag. Then k[V]gh is integral over Agh , and each residue class
field of the former is generated by roots of polynomials which are separable
over the corresponding residue class field of Agh. Thus U 0 = (W x K")9h has
the property described above.

(f) We conclude the proof now by showing that Wo = n( U0) satisfies the
requirements of the theorem. Since n is an open map Wo is open in W. We
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must show, for WEW(k) (recall k = k.), that ex-I(w) has a dense set of separable
points.
Since the irreducible components of ex-I(w) are equidimensional, and since

13 is a closed surjective map, it follows that f3:ex -I(W) ---+ f3(ex- l (w)) = n- I(W) is
dominant. Clearly n-I(w) is a subvariety defined over k and k-isomorphic
to K". Therefore 13 maps each irreducible component, X, of ex-I(w) onto
n-I(w). Let X' denote the closure of the set of separable points in X. It
follows from (d) that f3(X /) contains all separable points in U"n n-I(w), which
form a dense set in (the irreducible variety) 7[- 1(11"). Since {J is closed it
follows that f3(X /)= n-I(w). Therefore, since fJ is finite, dim X' = dim n-1(w) =
dim X. But X is irreducible so X' = X. Q.E.D.

13.3 Corollary. Let V be a k-variety. Then V(ks) is dense in V.
We just apply the theorem to the projection of V onto a point.

13.4 Dominant morphisms. Assume V and Ware irreducible k-varieties. We
know (§3, 1.3) that if the k morphism IX: V ---+ W is dominant, then the
comorphism exO: K(W) ---+ K (V) is an injective homomorphism defined over k.
Let now f3:K(W) ---+ K(V) be such a homomorphism. Let Y and Z be
non-empty Zariski k-open affine subvarieties of V and W respectively. Then
k(V) and k(W) are the quotient fields of k[ Y] and k[Z] respectively. Let {fJ
(iE/) be a finite generating set for k[Z]. Then f3(/;) = uJvi with Ui,ViEk[Y].

Let U be the subset of Y on which all the Vi are nowhere zero. It is a
non-empty Zariski k-open affine subset of V, with coordinate ring over k
equal to k[Y][S-l], where S is the product of the L"i'S (iE/). We have an
injective homomorphism k[Z] ---+ k[U], whence, canonically a surjective
k-morphism of U into Z with dense image, hence a dominant morphism,
whose associated comorphism is 13. Thus, as a converse to 8.2, we see that
an injective k-homomorphism 13: K( W) ---+ K(V) is associated to a dominant
k-morphism of a non-empty Zariski k-open subvariety U of V into W.

13.5 Assume here that K is a "universal field" (over k), i.e. has infinite
transcendence degree over k (besides being algebraically closed, as usual).
Let V be an irreducible k-variety. A point XE V(K) is generic over k if
k(x) = k(V), i.e. if the evaluation at x yields an isomorphism of k(V) into K.
Generic points always exist: Let I' = dim V. By 3.7, we may write the
coordinate ring k[U] of an affine k-open subset U of V in the form
k[x I"'" x,]!J where J is the ideal of U, t ~ I' and the Xi (1 ;£ i ;£ r) are
algebraically independent over k. Choose ~ 1"" '~r in K algebraically
independent over k. Since k(V) is a finite algebraic extension of k(x l ,···, x r),

the map Xif-+ei(1 ;£ i;£ 1') extends to an isomorphism of k(V) into K. The
images of the Xi (I ;£ i ;£ t) are then the coordinates of a generic point over
k. Tn fact, this construction shows easily that the generic points form a Zariski
dense (but not open if r ~ I) subset.
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Generic points were ubiquitous in earlier formulations of algebraic
geometry, consequently rather prominent in [2], but are less talked about
nowadays. In this book, we use them only in the following proposition. When
we draw some consequences of it later, it is tacitly understood that K is
universal.

13.6 Proposition. Let ex: V --+ W be a k-morphism ol (absolutely) irreducible
k-varieties. Assume that ex(V(E)) = WeE) lor every extension olE oik contained
in K. Then there exists a non-empty k-open subset U ol Wand a k-morphism
fJ: U --+ V such that ex o fJ = Id.
By restricting V and W if necessary, we may assume that V and Ware

affine and ex is surjective. Let now x be a generic point of W over k
(13.5). By assumption, there exists YEex-l(x)n V(k(x)). Let Ii (iEl) be a finite
generating set for kEY] over k. We can write Ii = uj/vi, with U j, vjEk[W]
and vj(x) # 0 (iEI). Let U c W be the set of points on which all the v;'s are
non-zero. We have now a homomorphism y:k[V] --+ k[U] and obviously,
yoexO(f) = I if I Ek[U]. Therefore the unique k-morphism fJ: U --+ V such that
fJo = y satisfies our condition.

13.7 Rational and unirational varieties. Let W be an irreducible k-variety.
It is said to be rational over k if k(W) is a purely transcendental extension
of k, unirational over k if there exists an injective homomorphism fJ:k(W) --+ L,
where L is a finitely generated purely transcendental extension of k. Let n
be the transcendence degree ofL. Then L can be viewed as the field of rational
functions defined over k of the affine n-space An over k.
Therefore, W is a rational k-variety if and only if it contains a Zariski
k-open subset which is k-isomorphic to a Zariski k-open subset of affine
space. By 8.3, 13.4, W is unirational over k if and only if there exists a
dominant k-morphism of a Zariski k-open subset of affine space into W.
Let k be infinite. Then An(k) is obviously Zariski dense in An. Since the

image of a Zariski dense subset under a dominant morphism is Zariski dense,
we see that if W is unirational over k and k is infinite, then W(k) is Zariski
dense in W.

§14. Galois Criteria for Rationality

The Galois group Gal(kslk) of ks over k will be denoted by r.

14.1 Galois actions on vector spaces. Let V be a vector space with k-structure
Vk · Then r operates on Vks = ks ® Vk through the first factor, and it is clear

k

that Vk is the set V::' of fixed points under r. If W is another vector space
with a k-structure, then r operates on

HomK(V, Wh, = Homks(Vks' Wk,)
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(0' f)(v) = a(f(a-Iv».

Here aET, f: V -> W is defined over ks' and VE Vks . It is easily seen that the
following conditions on such an f are equivalent:
(i) f is defined over k.
(ii) f: Vks -> Wk. is T -equivariant.
(iii) fEHom(V, W){

14.2 The k-structure defined by a Galois action. Consider a vector space V
with a ks-structure Vk .• on which T operates semi-linearly, i.e.

a(ax) = a(a)a(x) (aEks,xE VkJ

Suppose further that the stability group of each XE Vk• is an open subgroup
(of finite index) in r Then we claim that

Vk = V[.

is a k-structure on V.
Certainly Vk is a k-subspace, and the natural map ks@Vk -> Vk• is

k

T -equivariant. Its kernel is therefore aT-invariant ks-subspace having zero
intersection with I ® Vk • Therefore the proposition below implies that the
map is a monomorphism.
It remains to show that Vk spans Vk•• Let XE Vk• and T x be the stability

group of x. It contains a normal open subgroup T' of T. The fixed point
set k' of l' in ks is a Galois extension of finite degree of k. Let

j" = jlj' = {a h .. . ,an} ~ Gal(k'lk)

and let a l , ... , an be a k-basis of k'. The elements Yi = Lpj(aix) clearly belong
to Vk • Since the elements of j' are linearly independent over k', the matrix
(aj(a j»is invertible, say with inverse (br.). Then

LbihYi = Lbih Laj(a;)aj(x) = L(L aiai)bih ) aj(x) = Lbjhaj(x) = ah(x).
l I} J l J

Some ah is the identity, so x is indeed a linear combination of fixed elements.

Proposition. Let W be a subspace of a vector space V with k-structure. Then
W is defined over k ifand only if(i) W is defined over ks' and (ii) Wk. is j-stable.

Proof. The "only if" is clear, and the "if" follows if we prove that the subspace
W' spanned by Wk coincides with W. In any case we can pass to VIW' and
the subspace W IW' and so reduce to the case Wk = o. We claim W = O. Choose
a k-basis (e;) for V and, if W "# 0, choose a w "# 0 in Wk. so that w is a linear
combination of the least possible number of e/s. After renumbering the e;'s
and multiplying w by an element of k: we can write w = e t + a2e2 + ... with
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each coefficient in k., but adk. Then there is a aET such that a(a2 ) # a2, so
W- aWEWks is non-zero and is a linear combination of fewer of the e/s;
contradiction.

14.3 Galois actions on k-varieties. Let V be a k-variety. We know from
AG.13.3 that V(k s) is dense in V. We shall introduce now an action of T on
V(k,). It will leave U(ks ) stable for all k-open U, so it suffices to describe the
action when V is affine. Then we can match V(ks) with Morks-alg(ks[V], ks)
so that xEV(ks) corresponds to the algebra homomorphism ex. If aET then
a(x) is defined by

Here the left hand a operates on ks and the right hand one on
ks[V] = ks@k[V]. Ifwe denote the latter action by ft--'>a f for f Eks[V] then

k

the equation above reads

f(a(x)) = a(<1- f)(x), or (<1f)(x) = a(f(a- Ix)).

Writing V(f) for the variety of zeros of f we see that a maps the separable
points of V(f) to those of V(<1f). The same applies to V(J) for any ideal J in
ks[V]. In this way we can define the conjugate variety <1W of any closed
subvariety W of V defined over ks• Such a definition is allowable because of
the density of separable points. In the affine case <1W is just the variety
obtained by applying a to the coefficients of equations defining W over ks .

Let a: V -+ W be a morphism of k-varieties, and assume a is defined over
ks. Then, for aET, we define a ks-morphism <1a:V -+ W as follows:

<1a(x) = a(a(a - 1x)) (XEV(ks))'

By density of separable points there is at most one ks-morphism with this
property. To see that there is one it suffices to exhibit, for k-open V' c V
and W' c W such that aV' c W', the comorphism (<1a)o:k,.[W'] -+ks[V']. It
is defined by the commutativity of

(~m)·

k.[V'] +-1--.:-..:....-..-k.[W']

.j j.
k.[V'] +-1---k.[W'],

o·

i.e. (<1a)o=a-Ioaooa. Thus, for fEk,[W], (<1a)"{f) = <1-'(aO(<1f)). Thus T
acts on Mor(V, Wh s '

The following conditions on a are easily seen to be equivalent

(i) a is defined over k;
(ii) a: V(ks)-+ W(k.) is T-equivariant;
(iii) aEMor(V, W)[.
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14.4 Theorem. Let V be a k-variety and let Z be a closed subvariety. The
following conditions are equivalent:

(1) Z is defined over k.
(2) Z is defined over ks and Z(ks) is T-stable.
(3) There is a subset E c Z n V(ks ) such that E is T-stable and dense in Z.

Proof. (1)=(2) is clear, and (2)=(3) follows from the density of Z(ks).

(AG. 13.3).
(3)=(1): By covering V with k-open affine varieties, we can reduce to the
case when V is affine. Then J = nmx = I(E) = I(Z) is the ideal of functions

XEE

vanishing on Z. Since E c V(ks) it follows that J is defined (as a subspace of
K[VJ) over ks ' If (JET, then

"J - n"nt - nm - nm - Jk s - x.k.~ - u{x),k.'l - x,ks - ks '
xeE xeE xeE

the latter because E is T-stable. Hence, by (14.2), J is defined over k, as claimed.

14.5 Corollary. Let a: V -+ W be a k-morphism of k-varieties. Then a(V) is
defined over k.

Proof. Since V(ks) is dense in V (AG.l3.3), a(V(ks)) is dense in a(V), so that
we may apply criterion (3) to it.

14.6 Corollary. Let (Z;) be a family of subvarieties of V defined over k, and
let Z be the closure of UZj. Then Z is defined over k.

i

Proof. Apply criterion (3) to E =UZj(ks)'

14.7 Corollary. Let a: V -+ W be a k-morphism ofk-varieties which is dominant
and separable. Then there is a dense open set Wo in W such that every fibre
of a over a k-rational point of Wo is defined over k.

Proof. Let Wo be as in (AG.13.2). If WEWo(k) then the set E of separable
points in (X-I(W) is T-stable. Moreover AG.13.2 implies that E is dense in
a-l(w) so the corollary follows from 14.4, criterion (3).

§15. Derivations and Differentials
(Cf. [EGA, Ch. 0, §20].)

This section contains the algebra which is preliminary to the discussion of
tangent spaces, to follow in (AG.16).
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15.1 D A/k' We shall work with k-algebras, even though most of the discussion
applies when k is a commutative ring, not necessarily a field.
Since a k-algebra A is commutative we can regard an A-module M as a
bimodule, so that ax = xa for XEM and aEA. With this convention a
k-derivation from A to M is a k-linear map X: A -+ M such that

X(ab) = (Xa)b + a(Xb) (a, bEA).

Since X(ab) = aX(b) for aEk we can take b = 1 to conclude that Xa = 0 for
aEk.
The set

Derk(A,M)

of all such k-derivations is an A-module which is functorial in M.
There is a universal k-derivation

d( = dA/k):A -+D( = DA/d

obtained by taking D to be the A-module defined by generators, da (aEA),
and relations, d(ab) = (da)b + a(db) (a, bEA) and dc = O(cEk). Its universality
is expressed by the natural isomorphism

HomA_mod(D,M) -+ Derk(A, M)

sending f to fad.
(There is a well known construction ofD which we shall not need: Let J be

the kernel of A Q9 A -+ A, a@bf---+ab. Then a@ 1 - 1@a -+ da induces an
k

isomorphism J/12 -+ D.)
If f: A -+ B is a k-algebra homomorphism, it induces a semi-linear map

df:DA.... DBsending dAa to dBf(a). (We drop k from the notation when k is
fixed by the discussion.) This corresponds to the map

Derk(B, M) .... Derk(A,M)

defined by:
Xf---+XOf,

for each B-module (and hence also A-module) M. In this way D A is functorial
in A.

15.2 Polynomial rings. If A = k[T1, ... , Tn] is a polynomial ring, then D is
a free A-module with basis dT1, ... ,dTw Moreover d:A .... D is given by

8f
df=L~dT

8T
i

I

for f EA. These assertions translate the fact that a derivation X: A -+M is
determined by the XTi , which can be arbitrarily prescribed.

15.3 Residue class rings. Let A' = AjJ for some ideal J, and let M be an
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A'-module (or A-module annihilated by J). Then, since JM = 0, we have

Derk(A,M) = HomA.mod(.QA, M) = HomA'.mod(.QA/J.QA,M)

We can identify Derk(A',M) with the k-derivations A ~ M which kill J, i.e.

Derk(A', M) = HomA'.mod(.QA/A 'dAJ, M).

Thus .QA' is .QA modulo the A-module generated by all dfU EJ). It even
suffices to vary the!,s over a set of generators of 1.
For example, suppose A = k[Tl , ... , Tn] is a polynomial ring, so that

A'=k[tl, ... ,tn ] (tj=image of TJ Then iffl, ... Jm generate J we conclude
from above that .QA' is defined by generators dt j (I ~ i ~ n) and relations

I(OJ1)U)dti =O (I~j~m).
i aTj

Here g(t) denotes the image in A' of a polynomial g(T) = g(T1 , ••• , Ttl) in A,

15.4 Proposition. Suppose above that A = k tf) J, i.e. that k is mapped onto
A' = AjJ. Then dA induces an isomorphism of A'-modules

J/J2~.QA/J·.QA-

Proof. It suffices to show that these modules have the same homomorphisms
into any A'-module M, i.e. that Derk(A, M) ~ Hom A'.mod(J/J2,M). If X:A ~M
is a k-derivation then X(k) = 0 so, since A = k(£)J, X is determined by XIJ.
Since JM = 0 we must have X(J2) = 0, so X is determined by a
homomorphism h:J/12 ~ M. Conversely, given such an h, it induces
J ~J/J2 ~M, and hence an X:A ~M so that X(k) = O. A routine calculation
shows that X is a k-derivation.

15.5 Localization. Let S be a multiplicative set in A. Then .QA[S-I} = .QA[S-l],
and we have

(
a) (da)s - a(ds)d - = -_.. (aEA,sES).
s S2

In particular, it follows that, if M is an A[S-lJ-module, i.e. an A-module on
which the elements of S act invertibly, then

Derk(A,M) = Derk[A[S-l], M),

For example, if M is a module over one of the local rings A p of A then
Derk(A, M) = Derk(Ap , M).
Here is another important consequence of the localizability of .Q: Suppose

V is a K-scheme. Then there is a coherent sheaf .QV/K of my-modules such
that, on any affine open subscheme U = specK(A), the sheaf .QU1K = .Qv/KI U
is the sheaf iiA/K corresponding to .QA/K' If XE U then the stalk .Qx of .QV/K
is therefore just the localization of .QA/K at the local ring (!)x of A, or,
alternatively, .Q I!Jx/K'
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15.6 Separable field extensions (see AG.2.3). Suppose A is a finitely generated
field extension of k of transcendence degree n. Then

dimAQA ~ n

with equality if and only if A is separable over k. In this case a], , anEA are
a separating transcendence basis of A over k if and only if da], , dan are
an A-basis of Q A ([N.B] (a): V, §16, no. 6, Cor. I).

If B is a finitely generated field extension of A which is separable over k
then it follows from the exact sequence ([N.B] (a): III, §1O, no. 7, Prop.7)

0--+ DerA(B, B)--+ Derk(B, B)--+ Derk(A, B),

by counting B-dimensions, that B is separable over A=-Derk(B, B)--+
Derk(A, B) is surjective =-B@QA--+QBis injective.

A

15.7 Tensor products. Suppose A = A]@A 2, and write Q j= Q A;. Then
k

Equivalently, if M is any A-module, we have

Derk(A, M) ~ Derk(A], M)EBDerk(A 2 , M).

The map from left to right is induced by the homomorphisms A j --+ A. For
the inverse we must produce a k-derivation X: A --+ M from a given pair of
them Xj:Aj--+M. The formula is:

X(a] (8)a 2)= (X ]a 1 (8)a 2) + (a] (8) X 2a2)'

15.8 Base change. For any base change k --+ k' we have a natural isomorphism

k'@QAlk--+ ilk'Q9Alk"
k k

15.9 The tangent bundle lemma. We consider k-algebras A and D where D
is of the form D = B EB M with B a subalgebra and M an ideal of square
zero. Iff:A --+ B is an algebra homomorphism we write M f for the resulting
A-module M with A operating via f.
The projection D --+ B = DjM induces a map

p
Homk_alg(A, D) - Homk_a1g(A, B).

We assert that, for f as above, there is a canonical bijection

Derk(A, MJ) --+ p-I (f).

In fact, any element of p-l(f) can be written uniquely in the formf + X,
for some k-linear map X:A --+M, with the understanding that (f + X)(a) =
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f(a) + X(a)ED = B EB M. The assertion above can then be translated: f + X
is multiplicative if and only ifX is a derivation. To see this take a, bEA. Then

(f(a) + X(a))(f(b) + X(b)) = f(a)f(b) + X(a)f(b) +f(a)X(b) + X(a)X(b)

=/(ab) + (X(a)/(b) +f(a)X(b)),

because f is multiplicative and M 2 = O.

§16. Tangent Spaces

16.1 The Zariski tangent space. Let x be a point on a variety (or even a
K-scheme) V. Recall that K(x) = (1)xln1 x denotes the residue field of the local
ring of x. ft coincides with K, but the notation refers, more precisely, to its
(!)x-module structure.
The tangent space of V at x is

T(V)x = DerK(&x' K(x)).

It follows from (AG. 15.4) that this is canonically isomorphic to

HomK.mod(mxll1t;, K).

If f E(!)x write (df)x for the image modulo m; off - /(x). Then the "tangent
vector" X ET(V)x corresponding to h: mx/m; ~ K(x) is defined by
Xf = h((df)J.
Suppose V has a k-structure and XE V(k). Then (D x has a natural k-structure

(!)x.k' whose residue class field k(x) is a k-structure on K(x). Thus we obtain
a k-structure Derk ((!)x.k' k(x)) on T( vt. As above this k-structure is isomorphic
to

Homk.mod(tlld/m;,k' k).

Let a: V ~ W be a morphism of varieties (or of K-schemes). Then we have
the comorphism

K(x), thus viewed as an (V,(x)-module coincides with K(o:(x)). Therefore we
have a natural map

DerK((!)x, K(x)) ~ DerK((!),(X)' K(a(x)))

which we denote by

(dak T(V)x ~ T( W),(X)'

Explicitly, if XET(V)x and i[fE(0"x)' then

(dc,t))XHf) = X(Cl.°(/)).

In case a is a k-morphism relative to k-structures on V and Wand if
XEV(k), then a(x)E W(k) and it is easy to see that (da)x is defined over k,
relative to the k-structure described above on the tangent spaces.
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The differential, (drx)x' behaves functorially in the following sense:

(dl v)x = 1'l'(V)x'

If 13: W --+ Z then

d(f3 o rx)x = (df3).(x)"(drx)x (chain rule).

Suppose V = VI X V2 is a product and that x = (x l' x 2). Define rx i : Vi --+ V
(i= 1,2) by rx l (u)=(U,X2) and rx2(Y)=(X1,Y). We claim that

(drxl)x, + (drx 2)x,: T(VI)xt EB T(V2)x, --+ T(V)x

is an isomorphism. Since this is a local matter we can assume the Vi to
be affine, say Vj = specdA;). Then V = specdA) where A = A I (29A 2. It

K

follows from (AG.IS.S) that we can compute the tangent spaces as
T(V)x = DerK(A, K(x)) and T(V;)x; = DerK(A j , K(x;)). As an A -module we have
K(x) = K(x1)(29K(x2), (both sides being isomorphic to K). Hence it follows

K

from AG. 15.7 that T( V)x = T( Vdx, EE> T( V2 )X2' and it is easily checked that
this identification admits the description given above.

16.2 The tangent bundle. At each point of a K-scheme V we have a tangent
space. We shall now construct the tangent bundle, T( V), which fits all of these
vector spaces into a coherent family parametrized by V.
Write K[J] = K EB KJ for the dual numbers, the algebra with one generator,

15, and one relation, 15 2 = O. We have the inclusion i and projection p,

defined by p(J) = O. As a set we define T(V) to be V(K[J]}, the points of V
in K[J] (see AG.13.1). It therefore comes equipped with maps

T(V) = V(K[J])

p,j]., JI
V V(K)

induced by p and i above. Moreover T(V) is functorial: If rx: V --+ W is a
morphism of varieties we have a commutative square

T(V) __7'(=")---+. T( W)

p,j jpw

V "I W

It also commutes if we replace the piS by i's.
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Recall that
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V(K[(j]) = MorK_sch(specK(K[t'5]), V).

It is clear that the scheme specK(K[c5]) consists of a single point, with local
ring K[c5]. Hence a point of V(K[c5]) corresponds to a point XEV and a
comorphism (l)x->K[c5]. The latter can be written in the form ex +c5X for
some K-linear map X:(I)x-> K. This sends fE(I)x tof(x)+bX(f) in K[c5].
According to (AG.15.9) the X's so obtained vary precisely over
Derd(l)x' K(x)) = T(V)x' We shall denote the element ex + c5X also by

and view it both as a homomorphism (I) x -> K[c5] and as a point of T( V).
From the latter point of view we see that the projection Pv is given by

(Moreover iv sends x to ex = e~".) Thus we can reformulate the conclusion
above as follows: There is a natural bijection

T(vlx-> p; 1(X)

given by

Suppose a: V -> W is a morphism. Then T(::x)(e:x) = e~x va", where
aO: (!)2(X) -> ([\. Expanding the right side we obtain (ex + c5X)oaO = ex oao+
c5Xo::xo = e,(xl + c5(d::x)x X . Thus

T(rx) (edX ) = ed(da)xX
x a(x)

In other words, the map that T(rx) induces on the fibre over x corresponds
to the differential (da)x'

16.3 T(V) "is" a K-scheme. To give T(V) the structure of a K-scheme it
suffices to do so when V is affine and to verify that the construction in that
case is suitably functorial. Before doing this we recall some properties of
symmetric algebras.
Let M be a module over a (commutative) ring A. The symmetric algebra,

SA(M), is the largest commutative quotient of the tensor algebra of M. Both
of these A-algebras are graded, with A in degree zero, and M in degree one.
The universal property of the symmetric algebra is expressed by the
identification

HomA_alg(SA(M), B) = HomA_mod(M, B)

for all (commutative) A-algebras B. In other words, a module homomorphism
M -> B extends uniquely to an A-algebra homomorphism SA(M) -> B.
The following facts are easily verified:
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(a) If M is free with basis t l , ... , tm then SA(M) = A[t l , ... , tn]' the
polynomial ring.

(b) SA(M EB N) = SA(M)@SA(N).
A

(c) If A -> A' is any base change then SA' ( A'~M) = A'~SA(M).

Now let V = specK (A) be an affine K-scheme, and put il = ilA1K, the
A-module of K-differentials (see AG.IS.I). We propose to construct a
bijection

which is functorial in A, and so that Pv and iv on the left correspond, on
the right, to the inclusion A -> SA(il) and the projection SA(Q) -> A sending
il to 0, respectively. Moreover, if V has a k-structure given by A k C A then
qJ will be compatible with the k-structure on the right given by SAk(ilk), where
ilk = ilAklk (see AG.lS.8 and (c) above).
We define the K-algebra homomorphism

qJ(e~X):SA(il) -> K

as follows: Viewing ex:A -> K(x) as a base change, it induces

ex:SA(il) -> SK(il(x)),

where il(x) = K(x)@il. We define qJ(e~X) to be the composite of this with
some A

to be explained now. We have

HomK.alg(S~il(x)),K) = HomK.mod(il(x), K).

If ilx is the localization of il at (!)x then il(x) = K(x)@,Q = K(x)@ilx =
A I!'x

ilJmxilx. Moreover, with the aid of AG.lS.S and AG.lS.3 we see that

HomK.mod(il(x), K) = Derd(!)x,K(x)) = T(V)x'

Combining these identifications, we can now choose hEHomK.a1g(SK(il(x)), K)
to correspond to X E T(V)x'
The properties of qJ claimed above are all easily verified, in particular, the

fact that qJ is bijective.
Suppose now that V is a variety. It does not then follow from the con­

struction above that T(V) is a variety, because SA(il) may not be reduced.
However, if il is free then (see (a) above) SA(il) is a polynomial ring over A,
so T(V) is a variety of the form V x K" for some n. More generally, then,
we conclude that:

If V is a variety and if il is locally free then T(V) is a variety locally
isomorphic to the product of V with an affine space.
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§17. Simple Points

AG

17.1 A point x on a variety V is said to be simple on V if (!)x is regular local
ring (see (AG.3.9)). If all points of V are simple we say that V is smooth.
In the next theorem, Q x denotes the module of differentials Q 0x/K

(cf. AG.15.5).

Theorem. The following conditions are equivalent:

(I) x is simple on V.
(2) dimKT(V)x = dimx V.
(3) x lies on a unique irreducible component ofV, and Q x is afree (Yx-module.

Using (AG.15.4) we see that

T(V)x = DerK({Yx, K(x)) = HomK-mod(Qx/1l1xQx, K)

and
Qx/1l1xQ x~ 1l1x/1l1;·

Moreover (see (AG.3.9)) we have

dimK(1l1x/1l1;) ~ dim (Yx( = dimx V)

with equality if and only if {Yx is regular. These remarks already show the
equivalence of (1) and (2).
The point x lies on a unique irreducible component if and only if (!}x is an

integral domain. Since regular local rings are integral domains it suffices, for
the rest of the proof, to assume V is irreducible. If not, pass to an irreducible
open neighborhood of x.
Let S be a minimal set of generators of Q x as an (Yx-module. It follows

from AG.3.2 that card S = dimK(Qx/mxQx), and Qx is free if and only if S
is a basis. The latter is equivalent to I ® S being a basis over K(V), the field
of fractions of (l)x' of K(V)@Qx' Since I ®S spans the latter we conclude

fCx

that Q x is @x-free if and only if card S = dimK(v{K(V)~Qx).
From the fact that Qx/1l1xQ x~ 1l1x/1l1; we see that

card S = dim T(Vt ~ dimxV.

On the other hand it follows from AG.15.5 and AG.15.6, using the separability
of K(V) over K, that K(V)@Qx = QK(Vl/K, and

0 x

dimK(VlQK(Vl/K = tr'deg'KK(V) = dim x V.

Combining these remarks we have:

Q x is @x-free<:>card S = dimxV<:>dimKT( V)x = dimx V.

This proves (2)<:>(3), thus concluding the proof of the theorem.



AG.17 Simple Points 41

17.2 Corollary. Let V be a variety. The set V of simple points on V is an
open dense subvariety whose irreducible and connected components coincide.

It follows from AG.1.2 that the set V 0 of points of V lying on a unique
irreducible component is open and dense, and the irreducible and connected
components of V 0 coincide. Since V c V 0 we can therefore reduce to the
case when V is irreducible. If il is the coherent sheaf of differentials on V
(see AG.15.5) then it follows from criterion (3) above that V = {xEVlilx is
a free (l)x-module}. To show this is open dense we can assume V is affine,
say specK (A), and that il is the A-module ilA /K. In this case it follows from
(AG.3.5) that V' = {xEspec(A)lilx is a free Ax-module} is open in spec (A).
Taking for x the zero prime ideal, in which case Ax is a field, we see that V'
is not empty. Since spec (A) is irreducible, V' is dense, and hence likewise for
V = V' n specK(A).

17.3 Theorem. The following conditions on a morphism ex:: V --. W of varieties
are equivalent:

(1) ex: is (dominant and) separable.
(2) There is a dense open subvariety Vo of V such that (dex:)x is surjective for

all XEVo'

(3) In each irreducible component of V there is a simple point x (of V) such
that ex:(x) is simple on Wand such that (dex:)x is surjective.

Suppose V' c V and W' c Ware dense open subvarieties such that ex: induces
a morphism ex:': V' --. W'. Then clearly the theorem for ex: will follow once we
prove it for ex:', thanks to the density of simple points. In this way one can
easily reduce to the case where V and Ware each irreducible, affine, and
smooth. The latter condition implies that the modules ilv = ilK[Vj/K and
ilw= ilK[W)/K are locally free. By shrinking V and W still further we can
assume they are (globally) free.
The comorphism ex:o:K[W] --.K[V] induces ilw--.ilv' and (dex:)x then
corresponds to the induced homomorphism from

HomK[vj.mOd(ilv·K(x))

to

HomK[V).moiK[V] @ilw,K(x)).
K[WI

Write d:M --.N for the homomorphism K[V] @ilw--.nv. The modules M
K[W)

and N are free of ranks dim Wand dim V, respectively, and d is represented
by a matrix (fij) over K[V]. The description of (dex:t above shows that it is
represented by the matrix (fji(X)) over K. Thus (dex:)x is surjective if and only
if the rank of (fji(X)) is dim W. The set of such x is therefore open, and it is
non-empty if and only if (fji) has rank dim W as a matrix over K(V). The
latter, in turn, is equivalent to the injectivity of ilw --. ilv. This is equivalent
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to (i) the injectivity of (xo (i.e. the dominance of (X), and (ii) the surjectivity of
DerdK(V), K(V)) ...... DerdK(W),K(V)). The last condition means that
K-derivations of K(W) into K(V) extend to K(V), and this condition (see
AG.15.6) characterizes separability of K(V) over K(W).

17.4 Corollary. If (Xi: Vi ...... Wi (i = 1,2) are two separable morphisms then
(Xl x a2 : VI x V2 ...... WI X W2 is separable.
This follows easily from criterion (2).

§18. Normal Varieties

This section contains the main results needed in Chapter II, §6 for the
construction of homogeneous spaces.

18.1 Definition. A point x on a variety V is said to be normal on V if the
local ring (!)x is normal, i.e. if 0 x is an integral domain integrally closed in
its field of fractions. Tn particular such an x lies on a unique irreducible
component of V, i.e. it has an irreducible open neighborhood. Consequently
most questions involving normality can be easily reduced to the case of
irreducible varieties.

If every point of V is normal on V then V is called a normal variety.
As an example, every simple point of V is normal on V (i.e. a regular local

ring is normal). It follows (see AG.17.2) that the set of normal points on V
contains a dense open set; in fact, it is itself open.
Moreover, a product of two normal varieties is normal [Fond., Ch. V, I,
Prop. 3].

18.2 Normalization. Let V be an irreducible algebraic variety, and let L be
a finite (algebraic) extension of K(V). Then there is a normal irreducible
variety V' and a surjective morphism a: V' ...... V with finite fibres, and a
K(V)-algebra isomorphism K(V') ...... L. Moreover these data are essentially
unique. We usually identify K(V') with L, and call ex: V' ...... V the normalization
of V in L. It is determined by the following property: If U is open affine in
V, then U' = C(-l(U) is specK [K[U]'), where K[U'] is the integral closure of
K[U] in L, and C( is induced by K[U] c K[U]' = K[U']. If L = K(V) we just
call (X: V' ...... V the normalization of V.
Note that a normalization ofan affine variety is affine. Moreover, a normaliz­

ation ofa projective (resp., complete) variety is projective (resp., complete). For
projectiveness see [M, Ch. III, §8, Thm. 4]. For completeness, we must show
that V' x X ...... X is closed for all X, knowing the analogous assertion for V.
It clearly suffices to verify that V' x X ...... V x X is closed. This is a local
property which need only be verified when V and X are affine, in which case
it follows from the fact (see AG.3.6) that specK(B) ...... specK(A) is surjective
and closed whenever A c B is a finite integral extension.
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The next theorem is taken from [Class., expo 5, no. 2J, on Zariski's Main
Theorem.

Theorem. Let ex: V -+ W be a dominant morphism ofirreducible normal varieties.
Assume the fibres of ex have finite constant cardinality n. Then ex is the
normalization of Win K(V), and n is the separable degree of K(V) over K(W).
In particular, if ex is birational then ex is an isomorphism, and if ex is bijective
then K(V) is purely inseparable over K(W).
Using this theorem the following result can be deduced [Class., expo 8,
Prop. 1].

Proposition. Let ex: V -+ W be a dominant morphism of irreducible varieties,
and suppose that f EK[VJ is constant along the fibres of ex. Then f is purely
inseparable over K(W).

18.3. Proposition. Let ex: V -+ W be a bijective morphism of varieties. Assume
that V is irreducible and W normal:

(1) If W is complete, then V is complete.
(2) If V is affine, then W is affine.

It is clear that W is irreducible, too.
Suppose W' is open in W, and set V' = ex-leW'). We claim that the inclusion

exoK[W'] c K[V']nexoK(W), is an equality. Since ex': V'-+ W' inherits all of
our hypotheses it suffices to treat the case W' = W. So suppose f EK[V] and
that f = exoh for some hEK(W). We must show that hEK[WJ, i.e. that h is
everywhere defined on W. We use the following Lemma [Class., exp.8,
Lemma 1]:

Lemma. Let x be a normal point on an irreducible variety W, and suppose
hE K(W) is not defined at X. Then there is a yE W at which t/h is defined and
vanishes.
Returning to the argument above, if h is not defined at XE W then choose

y as in the lemma. writing y = ex(z) we see that 1/f = ex°(1/h) is defined and
vanishes at ZEV, contrary to the assumption that fEK[V]. Thus we have
shown that

exoK[W'] = K[V']nexoK(W),

for all open W'in W, where V' = ex-leW').
The Proposition of 18.2 implies that K(V) is purely inseparable over

exO K(W). This, together with the result just proved, implies that K[ V'] is
integral over exOK[W']. Therefore, if {3:W-+ W is the normalization of Win

K(V), it follows that {3 factors as HI~ V~ W, and y is surjective.

Now if W is complete then, by 18.2, W is complete, so it follows that V
is also complete.
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Next suppose V is affine. Since IXOK [W] contains K [VY" for some n
(p = char(K)) it follows easily that K[W] is an affine K-algebra. Therefore
we have a morphism 15:W ->specK(K[W]), and we claim 15 is an isomorphism.
Since W is normal so also is specK(K(W]). Hence, by 18.2, it suffices to see
that 15 is birational. But this follows easily from the fact, proved above, that
IXOK[W] contains K[V]nIXOK(W), and the fact that, since V is affine, K(V)
is the field of fractions of K[V].

18.4 Proposition [Fond., Ch. V, V, Prop. 3]. Let IX: V -> W be a dominant
morphism of irreducible varieties, and put r = dim V - dim W. Let x be a point
of V such that y = IX(X) is normal on W. Suppose further that each irreducible
component passing through x of the fibre of IX over y has dimension r. Then if
U is a neighborhood of x in V, IX(U) is a neighborhood of y in W.

Corollary. Let IX: V -> W be a dominant morphism of varieties, where W is
normal. Assume the dimensions of the irreducible components of the fibres of
IX are constant. Then IX is an open map.

18.5 Algebraic curves (cf. [M, Ch. III, §8, Cor. to Prop. 1, and Thm. 5]). An
algebraic curve is an algebraic variety of dimension 1. In the discussion to
follow we shall assume that all algebraic varieties are irreducible.

(a) An algebraic curve is smooth if and only if it is normal.
(b) Let L be a finitely generated field extension of K of transcendence

degree 1. Then there is an essentially unique complete smooth curve C whose
function field is isomorphic (as K-algebra) to L. Moreover C is a projective
variety.

(c) If V is any smooth algebraic curve then the dominant morphisms IX: V -> C
correspond bijectively to the K -algebra homomorphisms Cto :K(C) -> K( V). If Cto

is an isomorphism then Ct is an open immersion.
If we apply (b) to K(V) and (c) to the identity map of K(V) we obtain:
(d) A smooth curve V is an open subset ofa unique complete smooth curve V.
Another corollary of (c) is:
(e) If C is a complete smooth curve then the anti-homomorphism

Autalgvar(C) -> AutK_alg(K(C))

is bijective.
Finally, we record:
(f) Let Ct: V -> W be a morphism from a smooth curve V into a complete

variety W. Then Ct extends to a morphism Ci: V -> W.

To see this we can first replace W by IX(V) and thus assume Ct is dominant.
Forgetting the trivial case when W is a point we may then assume W is a
(complete) curve. Let n: W-> W be its normalization (in K(W)). Then (see
18.2, and (a) above) Wis a complete smooth curve. Since V is smooth (hence
normal), IX factors through n via {3: V -> W. According to (c), the comorphism
/3":K(W) -> K(V) = K(V) is induced by a morphism p: V -> W. Now nop= a
is the desired extension of Ct.
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Chapter I

General Notions Associated With
Algebraic Groups

§1. The Notion of an Algebraic Group

1.1 Algebraic groups. An algebraic group is an algebraic variety G together
with:

(id): an element eEG;
(mult): a morphism Jl: G x G~ G, denoted (x, Y)I---+ xy;
(inv): a morphism i:G~G, denoted XI---+X- 1

,

with respect to which (the set) G is a group. We caH G a k-group if G is a
k-variety and if J1 and i are defined over k (see AG.12). It foHows then that
eEG(k), because {e} is the image of the k-morphism exoc>, where c>(x) = (x, x)
and et(x, y) = xy-l (see AG.14.5).
A morphism of algebraic groups is a morphism of varieties which is also

a homomorphism of groups. The expression "ex:G~ G' is a k-morphism of
k-groups" means G and G' are k-groups and ex is a morphism defined over k.

1.2 The cOllllecled componenl uf e in an algebraic group G will be denoted

GO.

Proposition. Let G be an algebraic group.

(a) G is smooth (as a variety).
(b) GO is a normal subgroup offinite index in G whose cosets are the connected,

as well as irreducible, components of G. If G is defined over k, so is GO.
(c) Every closed subgroup offinite index contains GO.

Proof. (a) G is "homogeneous," i.e. it has (as a variety) a transitive group of
automorphisms. (Namely, the translations xl---+xy.) Since G has some simple
points (AG.17.2) it foHows that all points are simple. Moreover it now foHows
from AG.17.2 that the irreducible and connected components ofG coincide.
(b) If XEGO then x-1Go is a connected component of G containing e, and
hence equal to GO. Thus x-1Go = GO for all xEGo. It foHows that GO = (GO)-l
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and GOGO = GO, so GO is a group. Its cosets (say left) are each connected
components of G, clearly, so they must be finite in number (the space G is
noetherian). Finally, if yEG then yGOy-1 is a connected component of G
containing e, and hence equal to GO. Thus GO is normal in G. Let G be defined
over k. Then GO and its cosets are defined over ks (AG.12.3). They are
permuted by the Galois group r of ks over k, acting as in AG.14.3. Since
eEG(k) (1.1), it follows that GO(ks) is stable under T, hence GO is defined over
k (AG.14.4).
(c) If H is a closed subgroup of finite index in G, then the complement of

H, being afinite union of the non identity left cosets, is also closed. Thus H
is open and closed so it must contain GO.
The proposition implies that the notions "connected" and "irreducible"
coincide for algebraic groups. The term "connected" is preferred because the
word "irreducible" has a different use in the representation theory of G.

1.3 Proposition. Let G be a k-group and let H be a not necessarily closed
subgroup. Let U and V be dense open sets in G.
(a) U' V = G.
(b) ii is a subgroup of G. If He G(ks) and if H is stable under Gal(kslk), then

ii is defined over k.
(c) If H is constructible, then H = ii.

Proof. (a) Given xEG, the dense open sets U and XV-I have a common
point, say u = XV-I, so X = UVEU, V.

(b) Since Xl--->X- I is a homeomorphism we have ii-I = H::J: = ii. If XEH

then xii =xH = ii, so Hii = ii. If YEii then Hy c ii so iiy = Hy c ii. Thus
iiii = ii, so ii is a group.
The assertions concerning rationality over k follows from AG.!4.4.
(c) If H is constructible then it follows from AG.1O.2 that H contains a

dense open subset of ii. By part (b) ii is a closed subgroup, so part (a) implies
ii=H·H=H.

1.4 Corollary. Let G' be a k-group and a:G --+ G' a morphism.

(a) a(G) is a closed subgroup ofG; and it is defined over k ifa is defined over k.
(b) a(GO) = a(Gt.
(c) dim G = dim ker(a) + dim a(G).

Proof. (a) According to AG.!0.2 the subgroup a(G) is constructible, so l.3(c)
implies that it is closed. Moreover AG.14.5 implies that it is defined over k
if a is so.
(b) By part (a), a(GO) is closed. Since it is also connected and of finite index
in a(G) it follows from 1.2 (c) that a(GO) = a(G)o.
(c) It follows from AG.! 0.1 that for all x in some dense open set in a(G),
dim G - dim a(G) = dim a-1(x). But dim a - I(X) = dim ker(a) for all x, clearly.



48 General Notions Associated With Algebraic Groups

1.5 Affine groups. Let G = specK(A) be an affme algebraic group, A = K[G].
We shall translate the elements of structure of G in terms of A.

eEG: e:A-+K, e(f)=f(e).

(The latter homomorphism, evaluation at e, was formerly denoted "ee''')

J1:G x G-+G: j1o:A-+AQ9A.
K

If J10f = "L9i® hi then f(xy) = "L9;(x)h;( y).
Next we have the inverse.

i:G-+G: iO:A-+A.

(iO f)(x) = f(x - I).

In order to formulate the group axioms we introduce

p:G -+ G. pU: A -+ A

xf->e' (pO flex) = fee).

Now the group axioms are expressed by the commutativity of the following
diagrams:

GxGxG
p xl
IGXG Al8) A l8)A «

pO QlII

Al8)A

lAss) ,'"j j, ,.,.j
r··GxG ·G Al8)A« Ap p.

G
(p.l)
IGXG A.

(pO, I)
Al8)A

lilll ""j~j. (I.pO)r~ IP

GxG , G Al8)A , Ap pO

G
(i,l)

IG x G

(,··,r~rlinv) ".;,j~j.
G xG p I G Al8)A«

pO A

Note that po is just the composite of the augmentation e:A -+ K with the
inclusion K c A. Thus, in terms of A, G is determined by the data (A, e, j10, iO)
subject to the above three axioms.
The data (A, e, j10) subject to (Ass) and (Id) are sometimes called an
associative Hopfalgebra with identity and j10 is referred to as its diagonal map.
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If C is any K-algebra we can describe the group structure on

G(C) = HOmK_a1g,(A, C)

as follows: Ifx, yEG(C) then the product in G(C) ofx and y is the composite:

ALA®A~C®C~C,

where m is the multiplication in C (m(a (8) b) = ab). If C --+ C' is an algebra
homomorphism then G(C)--+G(C) is a group homomorphism. Quite
generally, for any (not necessarily affine) algebraic group its functor of points,
O--+G(C), is a group valued functor.

1.6 Examples

(1) The additive group Ga. lts affine ring is k[GaJ = k[TJ, a polynomial ring
in one variable;

IJ,°(T) = (T (8) 1) + (1 ® T); iO(T) = - T; e(T) = O.

(2) The general linear group GLn. The affine ring is

k[GLnJ = k[Tll , T l2 ,· .. , 7;,., D- 1
],

where D = det(Tij)' Thus GLn is the principal open set (K
n2 )D' in affine n2-space.

We have

e(Tij) = c'5ij
1J,°(Tj) = l:h Tih® Thj

and

iO(Ti) = (_1)i+ jD- 1 det(Trs)"'j.s;Oi'

(3) The multiplicative group GLl is sometimes denoted Gm III the
literature. As a special case of the above formulas we have

k[GL1J = k[T, T-1J

e(T) = 1, IJ,°(T) = T (8) T; iO(T) = T- I.

(4) The special linear group, SL., is the kernel of the morphism

det:GLn--+GL l ·

Thus k[SLnJ = k[T11 , Tl2 , ... , TnnJ/(det(Ti) - 1). The maps IJ,0 and iO are
induced, on passing to the quotient, by those of k[GLnJ. The same remark
applies to any closed subgroup of GLn, such as the following examples.
(5) The group of upper triangular matrices

Tn = {gEGLnlg ij = 0 for j < i}

and the upper triangular unipotent group

Un = {gETnlg ii = 1(1 ~ i ~ n)}.
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Tn is the semi-direct product of Un and of the diagonal group

Dn = {gEGLnlgij = 0 for i =/- n.
(6) The symplectic group

SP2n = {gEGL 2n l'gJg = J}

where 19 denotes the transpose of g and

J = (_o[n ~).

(7) If S is a non-singular symmetric 11 by 11 matrix then

O(S) = {gEGLn11gSg = S}

is called the orthogonal group of S.
(8) Let V be a finite dimensional vector space, and let SK( V*) be the
symmetric algebra of its dual space. Then we can identify V with the
affine variety specK(SK(V*)). Indeed, for any K-algebra B we have
HomK_alg(SK(V*), B) = HomK_moiV*, B) =B® V. In case B = K this gives the

K

bijection V ..... specK(SK(V*» making V a variety, and it shows that the points
of V in B are just

V(B)=B®V,
K

the B-module obtained by base change K ..... B. We can make Van algebraic
group using the addition V x V ..... V, and this is compatible with the natural
addition in B® v.

K

If V has a k-structure Vk as vector space, then it has a corresponding
k-structure as variety given by Sk(VD in SK(V*)- In case B is a k-algebra we
then obtain, just as above, V(B) = B® Vk .

k

The vector space E = EndK_moiV) can also be made into a variety,
and we then have E(B)=B®E=B®EndK_moiV)=Endn_mod(B@V)=

K K

EndnomoiV(B». In this way the natural action of E on V extends naturally
to the functor of points.
Relative to any basis for V, the determinant, det, is a polynomial with

integer coefficients in the matrix coordinates of E. Thus if V has a k-structure
then Ek = Endk_mOd(Vk) is a k-structure on E, and we see that detESK(E*) is
defined over ko The principal k-open set Eder = {gEEldet(g) =/-O} is denoted

GL(V) or GL v .

It inherits a multiplication from E making it a group. Since the inverse of
matrix is a polynomial in the matrix coefficients and det -1 it follows that
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GLv is an algebraic group. Moreover, if B is any K-algebra we have

GLv(B) = {gEE(B)ldet(g) is invertible}

where we identify E(B) with B-module endomorphisms of the free B-module
V(B). Thus

A closed subgroup of GLy is called a linear algebraic group. A morphism
a:G ..... GLy of algebraic group is called a rational (linear) representation of
G. If G is a k-group we say a is defined over k, or that rx is k-rational, if it
is a k-morphism with respect to the k-structure on GLy induced as above
by one given on V. Relative to a k-rational basis of V, this just means that
the corresponding matrix coefficients rx(g)ij are k-rational functions G ..... K.
Since these functions are all of the form W...... h(rx(g)(v)) with VEVk and hE V:
it follows that rx: G ..... GL y is a k-rational representation if and only if the
corresponding map G x V ..... V is a k-morphism of varieties.
A representation a:G .....GLv will be called immersive if it induces an

isomorphism of G with the closed subgroup rx(G) of GLy , in other words, if
it is a closed immersion.

(9) The multiplicative group of an algebra. Let 11 be a finite dimensional
associative (not necessarily commutative) K-algebra, and let N be the norm,
N A/K:I1 ..... K (the determinant of the regular representation). Viewing 11 as
an affine space, we see that the group GL 1(11) of invertible elements in 11 is
the principal open set defined by N. Hence GL 1(11) is an affine algebraic
group which is a "rational variety." The latter means that GL1(11) is
irreducible and that its function field, K(GL 1(11)), is a field of rational
functions (in dimK 11 variables).

If 11 has a k-structure given by a k-subalgebra 11k then the norm N is
defined over k, and GL1(11) becomes a k-group (see AG.12.1). In this case
k(GL1(11)) is already a purely transcendental extension of k, i.e. GL1(11)
is "k-rational." For any k-algebra k' the points, GL1(A)(k'), form the
multiplicative group GL 1(I1(k')) of l1(k') = I1k @k'.

k

1.7 Actions ofgroups on varieties. An algebraic transformation space is a triple
(G, V,rx) where G is an algebraic group, V is a variety, and a:G x V ..... V,
(g, x)f-+gx = rx(g, x), is a morphism satisfying

ex = x and g(hx) = (gh)x

for all XEV and all g, hEG. We sometimes refer to this situation by saying
that "G acts morphically on the variety v." If G and V are given with
k-structures we say G acts "k-morphically" if rx is defined over k. Because of
the notation gx or g' x or g(x), a symbol for a is superfluous, and is usually
omitted.
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For subsets M and N of V we have the transporter

TranG(M, N) = {gEGlgM e N},

sometimes also denoted TrdM, N). One calls

. I 'G(M) = TrandM, M)

the normalizer of M in G. For example

Gx=~VG({x})

is the stability group or the isotropy group of XE V, and

G(x) = {gxlgEG}

is called the orbit of x. The set of fixed points of G on V, i.e. of points XE V
for which Gx = G, is denoted V G

. If V = G, acted upon by inner auto­
morphisms, and MeG, then

is called the centralizer of M in G and is denoted fZG(M) or fZ(M). In that
case, the normalizer JV'dM) or .Ai(M) of M can also be defined as

XG(M) = {(JEGlgM = Mg}
whereas

fZG(M) = {gEG\g.m = m.g for all mEM}.

Proposition. Let G be a k-group acting k-morphically on a k-variety V, and
let M and N be subsets of V.

(a) We have TranG(M, N) e TranG (.hl, fJ), with equality if N is closed.
(b) If N is k-closed and ifMe V(k), then TrandM, N) is /.:-closed.
(c) ~r 1\11 e V(k) thell :2 G(i\!l) alld . IG(M) (Ire /.:-closed.

Proof. (a) If gM e N then gM = gM e N. If N = N then gM e N implies
gMeN.
(b) Define ~x:G -> V by o:Ag) = gx for XE V. Then ifxE V(k), (J.x is defined over

k, so o:;l(N)=TranG({x},N) is k-closed. Since Me V(k) it follows that
TrandM, N) = n 0:; l(N) is k-c1osed.

xeM

(c) The fixed points in V of any gEG are closed (because varieties are
separated) so it follows that fZ;;(M) = fZ dM). Part (b) implies Gx is k-closed
for XE V(k), so fZ G(M) = nGx is k-closed.

xeM

Moreover JVG(M) = TrandM, M) (part (a)), and the latter is k-closed by
part (b).

Remarks. (1) It is not true in part (b) that TranG(M, N) need be defined over
k even if N is defined over k and Me V(k).
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(2) The proposition applies notably to the action of G on itself by inner
automorphisms.

1.8 Closed orbit lemma. The following simple result is a basic technical tool
for the theory of algebraic groups.

Proposition. Let G be an algebraic group acting morphically on a non-empty
variety V. Then each orbit is a smooth variety which is open in its closure in
V. Its boundary is a union of orbits of strictly lower dimension. In particular,
the orbits of minimal dimension are closed.

Proof. Let M = G(x) be the orbit of XE V. Since M is the image of the
morphism gf-+gx it follows from AG.I 0.2 that M contains a dense open set
in M. Now G operates transitively on M, and it evidently leaves M stable.
Since M contains an M-neighborhood of one of its points it follows from
homogeneity that M is open in M. Hence M - M is closed and of lower
dimension, as well as being G-stable. Finally, the smoothness of M follows
from homogeneity.

Corollary. Closed orbits exist.
A morphic action of G on V is said to be closed if all orbits are closed,

free if only the identity of G has fixed points (i.e. g.v. = v for some VE V implies
9 = I). If it is free, then all orbits have the same dimension (that of G), hence
are closed by the Proposition.
The graph F of an action is the image of the morphism a:G x V ..... V x V

defined by (g, v)f-+(g·v, v). If the action is free, then a:G x V ..... F is bijective.
If it is an isomorphism of varieties, then the (free) action is called principal.
This amounts to require that for (z, Y)EF, the unique 9 = g(x, Y)EG such that
y = g.x is a morphic function on F. As an example, if V is itself a k-group,
containing G as a closed subgroup acting by left (resp. right) translations,
then the action is principal: Indeed it is obviously free and then the unique
9 bringing x into a point y of the orbit of x is y.x- I (resp. x-I.y).

1.9 Translations. Let G be an affine k-group acting k-morphically on an
affine k-variety V, via a:G x V ..... V. Thus a is defined by the comorphism

aO:k[V] ..... k[G] Q9k[V]
k

of affine rings over k.
If gEG we denote by ).g the comorphism of Xf-+y-I X. Then

ff-+).gf, (A.gf)(x) = /(g-1 x),

is a linear automorphism of K[V] which we call left translation of functions
by g. The reason for the inverse is to make gf-+Ag a homomorphism:
Ag ' Ah = )'9h'
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Proposition. Let F be any finite dimensional vector subspace of K[V]. Then
there is a finite dimensional subspace E which (i) contains F, (ii) is defined over
k, and (iii) is stable under left translation by G. Moreover a necessary and
sufficient condition that F be invariant under left translation is that

aOF c K[G] @F.
K

Proof. We begin with the first assertion. By enlarging F we may assume F
is defined over k. We may further assume that F is spanned by a single
function f Ek[V], for the general case will then follow by taking the sum of
the E's obtained for each element of a k-basis of F.

n

Write Ct.°f = I f;Q9h;Ek[G]@k[V], so that n is minimal. Then for gEG
i= 1 k

we have (Agf)(x) = /(g-1 x) = '[J;(g- l)hj(x), so that )'gf = If;(g-1 )h;. There
exists therefore a finite dimensional subspace of k[V], defined over k,
containing all A.J(gEG). The intersection of all such subspaces of K[V]
clearly satisfies the three required conditions.
To prove the last assertion, let F be a subspace of K[V] and let {jJ v {hJ
be a basis for K[V] such that {jJ spans F. If fEF and gEG we have
Agf = 2:>;(g-l)fi + 'L,Sj(g-l)h j, where a~l = 2:>;®f; + 'L, SjQ9 hj. Hence ,{gf E

F~sig-l)=O for allj. Varying gEG and fEF we see that ;.gFcF for all
gEG~aoF c K[G]@F. Q.E.D.

K

Consider the special case where V = G and G acts on itself by both left
and right translations. More precisely we I.et (g, h)EG x G act on xEG by
xt--+gxh- 1. In this way we obtain two actions of G on functions fEK[G]:

lejt translation: (Ay/)(x) = f(g-1 x)
right translation: (pgf)(x) = f(xg).

They are both homomorphisms of G:

and they commute:
AgPh = Ph)'9 for all g, hEG.

Applying the proposition above we obtain the

Corollary. Every finite dimensional subspace F ofK[G] is contained in afinite
dimensional subspace E defined over k which is stable under both left and right
translation by G.

1.10 Proposition. Let G be an affine k-group. Then G is k-isomorphic to a
closed subgroup, defined over k, of some GLn'

Proof. Write keG] = kLfl"" Jnl Using 1.9 we can even do this so that
fl"" ,j;, is a basis for a subspace E of K[G] stable under right translation,
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i.e. so that j-tE c E ® K[G] (see 1.9). Thus, for each i, we have
K

p.0 fi = IJ/~ mji
i

for some mjiEk[G]. If gEG then (pgfJ(x) = Ji(xg) = I Ji(x)mji(g), i.e.

Pgfi = I mji(g)fj·
j

It follows that
a:G--+GLm a(g) = (mji(g))

is a morphism of algebraic groups, and it is evidently defined over k, because
the mji are. Indeed, the comorphism

aO:k[GLn] = k[T", ... , Tnn , D- I] --+ kEG]

is defined by aO(TjJ = mji. Since Ji(x) = Ji(ex) = I fj(e)mji(x) we have
j

Ii = I jj(e)mjiEim(aO) for each i. Hence aO is surjective, so a is a closed
j

immersion. We know from 1.4 that G' = a(G) is defined over k, so a induces
the desired k-isomorphism G --+ G'.

Remark. It follows easily from an argument like the one above that, if E is
any finite dimensional right invariant subspace of K[G], the homomorphism
cc G --+ GL(E) induced by right translation is a rational representation of G.

1.11 Actions of groups on groups; semi-direct products. Let G and H be
k-groups, and let a:G x H --+ H be an action of G on H. (This means that
elements of G act as group automorphisms of H.) The basic example of this
occurs when G and H are subgroups of a larger group in which G normalizes
H, and the action is induced by conjugation: a(g, h) = ghg -I. In fact this is
essentially the most general case, as we see now by constructing the semi-direct
product

H'G,

as follows: as a variety it is H x G, and the multiplication is defined by

(hi' gd(h 2, g2) = (hi a(g I' h2), g Ig2)'

It is easy to check that this makes H· G a group. For example

(h, g) - I = (a(g - I, h) - I, g - 1)

Moreover we have the exact sequence of morphisms

1--+ H ~ H· G~ G--+ I,

and a section s: G --+ H· G of p, defined by

i(h) = (h, e), p(h, g) = g, s(g) = (e, g)
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If a is defined over k then it is clear that H· G has a natural k-structure so
that i, p, and s are k-morphisms. The morphism i is an isomorphism of H
with a normal subgroup of H· G, and a is induced, via s, by conjugation of
iH by sG:

(e, g)(h, e)(e, g) - 1 = (a(g, h), e).

Suppose G' is an algebraic group and G and H are closed subgroups with
H normalized by G. Then we shall say G' is the semi-direct product of the
subgroups G and H if the multiplication map

H x G --+ G', (h, g) I->hg

is an isomorphism of varieties. Then a(g, h) = ghg - 1 defines an action of G
on H so that G' is isomorphic to the group H· G constructed above.

1.12. Proposition. (Existence of equivariant embeddings). Let G be a k-group
operating k-morphically on a affine k-variety V. Then there exist a finite
dimensional vector space E defined over k, a closed k-embedding ¢: V --+ E and
a k-morphism J.l:G --+ GL(E) such that ¢(g' v) = J.l(g)·¢(v)for all gEG and VE V.

Proof. We may write key] = k[fb'" ,In], where the fi generate K[V] as a
K-algebra and span over K a G-invariant subspace F (1.9). Let a:G x V --+ V
be the map defining the action of G on V. By 1.9 we have aOF c F@K[G],

K

and there exist uniquely defined lnijEk[G] such that aOfi = L Inij® jJ, whence

(1) fi(g'V) = LIniig)fiv) (gEG; VE V).

Let E = Kn, with coordinates Xi' Define ¢: V --+ Knby assigning to VE V the
point with coordinates Xi = fi(V), It is a k-morphism. We have ¢uXi = fi'
hence ¢o is surjective, and ¢ is a closed embedding. The relation (1) can be
written

(2) ¢(g-v) = M(g)'¢(v),

where M(g) = (lniig»). It follows immediately that M(gh) = M(g)· M(h)
(g,hEG), hence j1:gI->M(g) is a k-morphism of G to GLm which, in view of
(2) satisfies our condition.

§2. Group Closure; Solvable and Nilpotent Groups

2.1 Group closure. Let M be a subset of a k-group G. We write

.9i'(M)

for the intersection of all closed subgroups of G containing M; thus d(M) is
one of them, the smallest one. From 1.3(b) we have:
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(a) IfM is a subgroup ofG then s/(M) = M.
Put N = M u {e} uM- 1 and let N m denote the image of the product map

am:N x .. , x N ->G. Then H = UNm is the subgroup generated by M, so
m

(a) implies that s/(M) = ii.
If M is a subvariety defined over k then so also is N. Since each am is a

morphism defined over k it follows from AG.14.5 that each Nm is defined
over k. Now AG.14.6 further implies that s/(M) = ii, being the closure of
UNm' is also defined over k. Thus we have proved:
m

(b) IfM is a subvariety defined over k then s/(M) is defined over k.
Next we treat products:
(c) If M i is a subset of an algebraic group Gli = 1,2) then

s/(M1 x M 2) = s/(M I) x s/(M2)'
The right-hand side is a closed subgroup containing MIX M2, and hence

contains the left-hand side. On the other hand s/(M1 x M 2) contains
M 1 x {e} and hence also s/(M 1 x {e}), which is clearly equal to s/(M I) x {e}.
Similarly it contains {e} x s/(M2), and hence also the right-hand side.
(d) Let M and N be subsets of G such that N normalizes (resp. centralizes)

M. Then s/(N) normalizes (resp., centralizes) s/(M).
Let C(X) denote the normalizer (resp. centralizer) of a subset X of G. By

hypothesis N c C(M), and evidently C(M) c C(s/(M). It follows from (1.7)
that C(s/(M» is closed, and hence s/(N) c C(s/(M».

(e) IfM and N are subgroups ofG then the commutator groups (M, N) and
(M, N) have the same closure.
Let c:G x G->G, c(x, y)=xyx-1y-l. Since M x N is dense in Mx N the

same is true of c(M x N) in c(M x N), so s/(c(M x N» = s/(c(M x N». But it
follows from part (a) that these groups are the closures of (M, N) and of
(M, N), respectively.
([) If a: G ->G' is a morphism of algebraic groups then

a(s/(M» = s/(a(M».

a(s/(M» contains a(M) and, according to 1.4, it is closed. Hence it contains
s/(a(M». On the other hand a -I s/(a(M» is closed (a is continuous) and contains
M, so it contains s/(M). Applying a we obtain s/(a(M»::::> lY.(a -Is/(a(M))) ::::>

a(s/(M», thus reversing the inclusion proved above.

2.2 Proposition. Let fi: Vi -> G(iE I) be a family ofk-morphisms from irreducible
k-varieties Vi into a k-group G, and assume eEfYi = Wi fiJI' each iEI. Put
M = UWi(iEI). Then s/(M) is a connected subgroup of G defined over k.
Moreover, there is a finite sequence (a(1), ... ,a(n» in I such that
sl(M) = W:!I)'" W:(',,)' where each ei= ± 1.

Proof. By enlarging I if necessary we can assume the morphisms Xf-> fJx)-1
are also among the Ii·s. If :>:=(a(I), ... ,a(I1)) is a finite sequence in I put
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W a = WaC 1) ... Wa(n)' The set W a is the image of the k-morphism,

f.( 1) x ... x f' lnl G G mull
Vall) X ... X VaIn) ) X ... X -->G;

it follows therefore from the hypotheses that Wa is constructible, and that
Wa is an irreducible k-variety (see AG.IO.2). As a consequence, for dimension
reasons, there is an r:x such that Wa is maximal.

If {3 and}' are two finite sequences, then

(1)

In fact, for XE Wy, the map yt-+ y' x sends Wp into ~P.y), hence Wp into WIP,y)'

whence Wp' Wyc W(P,y)' As ~ consequence, x·Wyc WIP,y) for every XEWp,

from which (1) follows. Since J¥" is maximal, this yields in particular, for any [3:

WaC Wa' Wp c Wla,P) = Wa.

Thus, WaJs sta~le under produc!:" and, taking {3 such that Wp = W; I, we also
see that Wa= W; I. Therefore, Wa is a closed subgroup containing Wp for all

{3. Then, clearly, Wa = JIi(M). Since Wa contains a dense open subset ofWa, we
have JIi(M) = Wa' Wa= Wla,a) by 1.3.

Remark. The proof shows that the n in the statement of the proposition can
be taken to be ~ 2·dim G.

2.3 Group closure of a commutator group.

Corollary. Let G' be a k-group and let G and H be closed subgroups defined over
k, with G connected. Then the commutator group (G, H) is a closed connected
subgroup defined over k.

Proof. If hEH, define fh: G -+ G' by fh(g) = (g, h) = ghg -Ih -I. These are
morphisms of the connected variety G into G', which all map e onto e, so 2.2
implies that the group generated by all j~(G)(hEH), which is just (G,H), is
closed.

It follows that (G, H) = d(M) where M is the image of the commutator map
G X H -+ G'. The latter is a k-morphism, so M is defined over k, and 2.1(b)
implies that d(M), which equals d(M), is defined over k.

If neither G nor H is connected then (G, H) need not be closed. One need
only consider an infinite group generated by two finite subgroups G and H (for
example the modular group SLz(Z)/{ ± I} in PGLz). However this cannot
happen if G or H is normal.

Proposition. Let G be a k-group and let Hand N be closed subgroups defined
over k such that N is normalized by H. Then (H, N) is a closed subgroup ofG
defined over k and normal in H N.
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Corollary. The smallest normal subgroup of G containing H is a closed
subgroup defined over k.
For, since (H, G) is normal in G, that subgroup is H(H, G), which is closed.

Proof (of the Proposition). There is no loss in assuming that G = HN. Once
we show that (H, N) is closed the fact that it is defined over k follows just as
in the proof of the first corollary above. That corollary further implies that
(HO, N) and (H, N°) are closed and connected. Hence so also is the group L
generated by them together with all their conjugates in G.
We shall now invoke the theorem of Baer in the appendix at the end of §2.

We have first that (H, N) is normal, so that L, the least normal subgroup
containing (W, N) and (H, W), is contained in (H, N). Since L is closed it
suffices to show that L has finite index in (H, N); the latter will then be a
finite union of cosets of L.
Pass to the group G' = GIL, and denote the image in G' of a subgroup

MeG by M'. Then H' and N' are such that HO' centralizes N' and N°'
centralizes H' (by definition of L). Hence the set of commutators of elements
of H' with elements of N' is a quotient of the finite set (H'/W') x (N'/W').
Now the desired finiteness of(H', N') follows from Baer's theorem (appendix).

2.4 Solvable and nilpotent groups. Let G be an abstract group. The derived
series (.~nG) (n ~ OJ, and the descending central series (yrG) (n ~ 0), are defined
inductively by:

E0°G = G, E0n + 1G = (!!finG, E0nG), (n ~ 0)

et°G = G, ,&,n+ IG = (G, (~fnG), (n ~ 0).

We sometimes write !!ficoG = nE0nG and (6'coG = n,&,nG. All these are
characteristic subgroups (i.e. stable under all automorphisms) of G, evidently.
One says that G is solvable (resp. nilpotent) if, for some n, we have f:)"G = {e}
(resp., ,&,nG = {e}).
The center of G is denoted '&'G.
Now suppose G is an algebraic group. Then it would be natural to introduce

notions of "algebraic solvability" and "nilpotence" for G, using the series
d(!!finG) and d(,&,nG), respectively. However, it follows from the results of 2.3
that the groups E0nG and ,&,nG are closed, so these notions coincide with the
abstract group notions of solvability and nilpotence.

Proposition. Let G be an algebraic group, and let M and N be not necessarily
closed subgroups such that M normalizes N. Then M normalizes iii and

(M, N) = (M, N).

Proof. It is clear that Mnormalizes iii (cf. 1.7). Part (e) of 2.1 says (M, N) and
(M, N) have the same closure, and 2.3 says (M, N) is closed (because iii is
normal in MN).
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By a simple induction on n this implies:

Corollary 1. For all n ~ 0 we have

In particular, if M is closed, then so also are the groups in its derived and
descending central series.

Corollary 2. If N is a normal subgroup ofM such that MINis abelian (resp.,
nilpotent, resp. solvable) then the same is true of MIN.

Corollary 3. The following conditions on a k-group G are equivalent:

(1) G is solvahle.
(2) There is a chain G = Go:::J Gj :::J ... :::J Gn= {e} of closed subgroups defined

over k such that (G j, G;) c Gi + j (0 ~ i < n).

Proof. (2)=E& iG c Gi so G is solvable. Taking Gi = E&jG we see that (1)=(2)
by applying Corollary I, plus (2.3) to get the G j defined over k.

Corollary 4. The following conditions on a k-group G are equivalent:

(1) G is nilpotent.
(2) There is a chain G = Go:::J Gj :::J ... :::J Gn= {e} of closed subgroups defined

over k such that (G, G;) c Gi + 1(0 ~ i < n).

Proof. (2) =~jG c Gj so G is nilpotent. Conversely if G is nilpotent then
Corollary I and 2.3 imply that the ~iG satisfy the conditions in (2).

Appendix. We present here a proof, due to M. Rosenlicht, of the following
result of R. Baer. (See M. Rosenlicht, Proc. A. M. S. 13 (1962), 99-101.)

Proposition. Let Hand N be subgroups ofa group G such that H normalizes N.
Then the commutator group (H, N) is normal in H N. Ifthe set o/commutators

isjinite then (H, N) is finite.
We begin with a special case:
~{c('(G) has finite index in G then (G,G) is finite.
It suffices to show that any product of commutators of elements of G can be

written as such a product with at most n:l factors, n being the index of the
center of G. Noting that there are at most n2 distinct commutators, and that
in any product of commutators any two factors may be brought together by
replacing the intermediate factors by conjugates, also commutators, it suffices
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to show that the (n + l)th power of a commutator is the product of n
commutators. But if a,bEG, then (aba-Ib- I )" is central, so

(aba-Ib- I )"+ 1= b-I(aba-Ib-I)"b(aba-Ib-Il,

which may be written

b-I((aba- I b - I )"-I(ab2a- 1b - 2))b,

a product of n commutators.
We proceed to prove the general result. It is worth remarking that if one is

only interested in the case where both Hand N are normal, the trickiest points
below collapse to trivialities.
Assume, as we may, that G = HN, and consider the set S of all commutators

of conjugates of elements of H by elements of N. Any conjugate of an element
ofHis of the form nhn -I, with nEN, hEH, so each element ofSis of the form

(nhn -I)nl(nhn-I)-I n; I = (hnh-In- I )- I(h(nln)h -1(l1 l n)-I),

with n l EN, which shows that S is a finite subset of (H, N). But S clearly
generates (H, N) and each inner automorphism of G permutes the elements
of S. We deduce that (H, N) is normal in G, and also that there exists a normal
subgroup Go of G of finite index that centralizes S, hence also (H, N). Now
Go n (H, N) is a central subgroup of (H, N) of finite index, so ((H, N), (H, N))
is finite. Since the latter subgroup is normal in G, we may divide by it to
suppose that (H, N) is commutative.
We now claim that the subgroup (H,(H,N)) of (H,N) is normal in G.

Conjugation by elements ofH clearly leaves it invariant, so we must show that
if nEN, hEH, mE(H,N), then n(hmh-Im-I)n-IE(H,(H,N)). But the latter
element can also be written

hn(n -I h-Inh)mh -1m-I n -I,

which, by the commutativity of (H, N), is equal to

hnm(n-Ih-Inh)h -1m-I n- I = h(nmn-I)h-I(nmn -I)-I E(H, (H, N)).

Note also that any commutator of Hand (H, N) is one of Hand N, so there
are only a finite number of such and they all commute. Furthermore, if we
square any such commutator, say hmh -1m- I, we get (hmh - 1m - 1f =
(hmh- I )2m-2 = hm2h- Im- 2

, which is also a commutator. Thus (H,(H, N)) is
finite. Dividing G by this subgroup, we see that we may suppose that H
centralizes (H, N).
To finish the proof, recall that (H, N) is commutative and generated by a

finite number of commutators hnh - In - I, and note that here too the square of
such a commutator is also a commutator:

(hnh- In- I )2 = (hnh- In-I )(nh-In-Ih) = hnh - 2n-Ih = h2nh- 2n - I.

Thus (H, N) is finite.
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§3. The Lie Algebra of an Algebraic Group

In this section G is a k-group and A = K[G].

3.1 Restricted Lie Algebras. Let p denote the characteristic exponent of
k(p = char(k) if char(k) > 0, and p = 1 if char(k) = 0). A restricted Lie algebra
over k is a Lie algebra 9 together with a "p operation," X 1--+Xlpl, such that:

If p = 1 then Xlp] = X and if p > 1 the p-operation satisfies

(i) ad(X[Pl) = ad(X)P (XEg)
(ii) (tX)IPl =tPXlpl (tEk,XEg)

p-l

(iii) (X + y)lP) = Xlp] + yIp] + L i-1Si(X, Y), where Si(X, Y) is the coefficient
i= 1

of t i in ad(tX + Yy-l(X) '(X, YEg).

Here, as usual, we write

ad (X)(Y) = [X, Y].

We shall have no occasion to use formula (iii) except in the special case
(iii') If [X, Y] = 0 then (X + y)[pJ = Xlp] + ylpl.
For a general discussion of restricted Lie algebras, and, in particular, of the

following examples, the reader can consult Jacobson, pp. 185 fT. in ~10].

Examples. (1) An associative k-algebra A gives rise to a restricted Lie algebra
with underlying k-module A, where

[X, Y] = XY - YX, Xlpl = xp.

(2) In case A = Endk(E), where E is a vector space over k, we write gl(E) for
the corresponding restricted Lie algebra. If E is identified to K n

, hence A to
Mn(K), we write gln(K) for gl(E).
(3) Suppose E itself is a not necessarily associative k-algebra. Then

Derk(E, E) = {XEgl(E)\ X(f .g) = (X f)·g + f '(Xg) for all f, gEE}

is a restricted Lie subalgebra of gl(E).
Let F be a set of k-automorphisms of E. Then

L = {X EDerk(E, E)IXs = sX,(sEF)}

is a restricted Lie subalgebra of Derk(E, E).
(4) Let 9 be a restricted Lie algebra, and let I) and S be a subalgebra and

subset, respectively, of g. Then

f)S={XEf)I[X, y]=0 for all YES}

is a restricted Lie subalgebra of f), called the centralizer of S in I).

3.2 Derivatives of products. Let G be an algebraic group, let IX i:Vi ~ G be a
morphism of varieties, and let ViE Vi be a point such that IXi(V;) = e(1 ~ i ~ n).
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V=(V!> ... ,Vn)EV= V\ X ... X Vn

and define a: V -+ G to be the product map

a(x\, ... ,xn) = a\(x\)···an(xn).

Since aj(v;) = e, we have a j = aOflj (I ~ i ~ n). By AG.16.1 there is a canonical
isomorphism

so that

(da)v(X I,···, X n) =L (daodflJv,X j= L (daJv;X j,
i i

Applying this to 1-/: G x G -+ G we obtain

T(G X G)le,e) = T( G)e EEl T(G)e'

and

(dl-/)(e.ej(X, Y) = X + Y.

(The a j (i = 1,2) both correspond, in this case, to the identity morphism
G-+ G.) Next consider the composite

sending x to xx -1 = e. Its derivative is zero, clearly, so we have

0= d(W(id, i)).(X)

= (dl-/)(e.ej(d(id, i)e X )

=(dl-/)(e.ej(X, (di)e X )

= X + (di)eX.

Thus

(di)eX = - X.

3.3 Left invariant derivations. From AG.15.5, 16.1 we have

(1 )

and see that

(2)

is a k-form of T(G)x' Recall also that ex: A -+ K(x) is the evaluation map at
x, defined by e)f) = f(x) (.fEA,XEG). Given DEDerK(A,A), let Dx=exoD.
In view of (1), it belongs to T(G)x' Therefore D can be viewed as a "vector
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field", assigning to each XEX an element of T(G)x' Let

(3) Lie(G) = {DEDerK(A,A)IAxoD = DOAx' for all xEG}

(4) Lie(Gh = Lie Gn Derk(Ak> Ak)= {DELie(G)ID(Ak) c Ak}.

Let fEA and yEG. It follows from the definitions that

(AxO mf( y) = D{(x -I. y) = Dx - I.J,
and from AG 16.1 that (DOAx)f(y) is the image of Dy under the differential
at y of the translation gl-'>X-I. g, to be denoted by x - I.Dyo
Therefore, the condition on D in (3) can also be written

(5) X·Dy= Dxo y (x, yEG)

i.e., the vector field y~Dy is invariant under left translations.

3.4 Theorem. The map v:D~Dl = e l oD is an isomorphism of vector space of
Lie(G) onto T(G)I' which maps Lie(Gh onto T(G)k' In particular Lie(Gh is a
k-form of Lie(G) and v is defined over k.

v is injective: Let DELie(G) and assume that D1 =O. Then 3.3(5) shows
that Dx = 0 for all x's, hence D= O.

v is surjective. Let XET(G)I' We have to find DELie(G) such that D1 = X.

Since D is to be a left invariant vector field, we try to define Df (fEA) by

(1) Df(x) = (x' X)f = X(Ax- J).

We prove first that DfEA. There is a finite set I and elements Uj, vjEA (iEI)
such that

(2) Iff = IUj®V j

i

(where j.t0 is the comorphism of the product in G, as usual), i.e. such that

(3)

We have then

hence

This shows that

(4)

f(y- x) = I Uj(Y)'vJx), (x, YEG).

Ayf = I Uj(y-I)·V j ,

j

Df(y) = X(i'r J) = I Uj(Y)' XVi'
i
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is indeed a regular function. There remains to see that DELie(G). Let u, VEA.
It follows from the definitions that we have

D(u-v)(x) = x· X(u' v) = x· X(u)'v(x) + u(x)' x· X v(y)

=Du(x)' v(x) + u(x)' Dv(x),

hence D is a derivation. Fix ZEG. With the notation of (3) we have

AJ(X' y) = f(Z-l. x· y) = L Uj(Z-I. x)'vj(y) = L (AzU;) (x)v;(y),
i i

therefore

D(/,J)(x) =L (J'zuJ(x)' X Vi'
i

But the right-hand side is equal to AZ ( ~ U;' X Vi}X) hence to (/.z 0 D)f(x), which

shows that Do},z = AzoD, hence that DELie(G). Assume now fEAk' Then we
can choose the U i and Vj in (2) to be rational over k. Ifmoreover X EAk then
XVjEk (iEl) hence Df, as defined by (4), is defined over k, and DELie(G)k'
Conversely, if we start from DELie(Gh, then it follows directly from the
definitions that e1 ODET(G)k' Therefore v is an isomorphism of Lie(G)k onto
r(Gk This completes the proof of 3.4.

3.5 The Lie algebra of G. We define the Lie algebra L(G) of G to be T(G)1
endowed with restricted Lie algebra structure of Lie(G), carried over by
means of v. By 3.3(5), we may then also identify L(G) to the Lie algebra of
left invariant vector fields on G. If IX: G --+ G' is a morphism of affine algebraic
groups, then we write also L(cx) instead of (dIXk We shall see in 3.19 that it
is a morphism L(G) --+ L(G') of restricted Lie algebras, which is defined over
k if IX is so.
We shall then view Gf--->L(G) = T(G)1 as a functor from (affine) algebraic

groups to restricted Lie algebras. The Lie algebra of a k-group G, H, M, .
will also often we denoted by the corresponding German letter g, I), m, .
Note that the equality T(G)1 = T(GO)1 implies

3.6 Corollary. We have L(G) = L(GO) and dimKL(G) = dim G.

3.7 Definition of*X and X*. The inverse map to v associates to XET(G)l
the left invariant vector field on G which is equal to X at 1. We shall often
denote it by *X and write ff---> f *X for its action on A. [This notation is
suggested by the convolution on a Lie group, see 3.19.] As above, given
fEA, let Ui,VjEA be such that

(1 ) f(x'Y) = LUi(x)'Vi(Y), (X,YEG).
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We have then, by 3.3(5)

(2)

(3)

Similarly, one can define the right invariant vector field X *, equal to X at
I, and its action on regular functions. It is a derivation which commutes
with right translations and is given on f by

(4)

3.8 Proposition. Let H be a closed subgroup of G and I c A be the ideal of
H. Then

(i) L(H) = {XEL(G)IXI=O}
(ii) Lie H = {XELie(G)1 I *XcI}.

Proof.

(i) Letj:H -+ Gbe the inclusion map. Then L(j): T(H)l -+ T(Gh is the map

DerK(AjI, K(l)) -+ DerdA, K(l))

associated to A -+ All. Therefore X belongs to the image of L(j) if and only
if Xl = 0.
(ii) Let X ELie(G) be such that I *X c I and let PEl. Then

XP = (p*X)(l) = 0, therefore XI = °and XELie(H) by 3.4 and (i). Assume
now that XELie(H). If PEl, and hEH then )-hPEI, obviously, therefore
(p*X)(h) = X(Ah-,P)(I) =0, hence P*XEI.

Corollary. Let G c GL" be a closed subgroup, and let J be the ideal of all
polynomials in B = K [Til' T 12 , ... , T",,] vanishing on G. Then

G = {gEGL,,!pgJ = J}

and

9 = {X EgI"lhX c J}.

Proof. Put A' = K[GL,,] = B[D- I
], where D = det(Ti), and let J' be the

ideal of functions in A' vanishing on G. The proposition above asserts that
9 = {X EgI"IJ'*X c J'}, and the fact that G = {gEGL,,!pgJ' = J'} is obvious.
Now it is easy to see that J' = A'J and J' 1\ B = J. Suppose f EJ and!, EA'.

Then pg(f!') = pg(fM!') and (f!')*X = (f *X)!' + f(f' *X). Hence
pgJ = J =pgJ' = J' and J*X c J =J'*X c J'.
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For the converse it suffices to show that each Pg and each *X leave B c A'
stable. For then they leave] = ]' n B stable as soon as they leave ]' stable.
Since *X =U@X)opO(see 3.7(3») we have

Tij* X = U@ X)(~ Tih Q9 Thj) = ~ TihX(Th)E B.

Similarly, if g, heGLn then

(pgTij)(h) = Tij(hg) = LT;m(h)Tmj(g),
i

so PgTij = L Tim Tm/g)EB. Thus B*X c Band PgB c B, as required.
i

Remark. This corollary is the basis of one of the classical approaches to the
Lie algebra of a matrix group, using only polynomial functions in the co­
ordinates of the matrices.

3.9 Examples
(a) Let G = Ga , the additive group, so that G(K) = K and K [G] = K[T], a
polynomial ring. IfDELie(G) then D is determined completely by f(T) = DT.
Left invariance requires that, for all xEG we have LxDT = f(T + x) equal to

D(LAT» = D(T + x) = DT + Dx = f(T).

But f(T + x) = f(T) for all x means that f is constant, so Lie(G) consists of
all K-multiplies of D = d/dT. Since Dlp]T" = n(n - 1) .. ·(n _. (p - 1))T"- P (or
zero if n < p) it follows that, if char(k) > 0, the p-operation is zero in Lie(GJ
(because the product of p consecutive integers is divisible by p).
(b) Consider G = GL1, so that G(K) = K* and K[G] = K[T, 1'-1]. If
DELie(G), then D is determined by the Laurent polynomial DT = f(T). This
time left invariance requires that, for all xEG we have f(xT) = xf(T). It is
easy to see that this implies f(T) = aT for some aEK. It follows that
D[p]T = aPT in this case. Thus Lie(G) is isomorphic to the one dimensional
Lie algebra K with p-operation al--taP• If char(k) > 0, therefore the
p-operations distinguish the Lie algebras of the additive and multiplicative
groups.
(c) G = GLn,SLn. We use the notation of 1.6(2). To XE1'(G)1 we associate
the matrix (Xij)' where Xij = X' Tij (1 ~ i,j ~ n). This yields an injective linear
map of 1'(G) 1 into Mn(K). It is surjective since any derivation of the
polynomial algebra in the Tij's extends uniquely to one of A (AG .15.5) and
a derivation of a polynomial algebra is determined by its values on the
generators, which are arbitrary (AG. 15.2). We claim that

(1)

(notation of 3.1, Examples). To see this, consider the matrix l' = (T;)EMn(A)
and let T*X EMn(A) be the matrix with coefficients (T*X)ij = (Tij* X). Since
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J10(TiJ = L Tim ® Tmj (see 1.6), we have
i

Tij*X = L Tim' XTmj = L Tim' X mj
i i

hence

T*X = T· X (matrix product).

As a consequence, T*X* Y = T-X· Y(X, YEL(G)) and therefore

(2)

(p factors on the left hand side of the second equality). This proves (I).
The value at 1 of (Det T) * X is the sum of the determinan ts of the n

matrices obtained from the identity matrix by replacing the i-th column by
the entries Xij (1 ~ i,j ~ n). Therefore

(3)

If X is in the Lie algebra of SLn , then the left hand side must be zero, hence
Tr X = O. Since SLn has codimension one in GLn , this characterizes the Lie
algebra sin' i.e.

(4) L(SLn)(k) = {X EMn(k)ITrX = O}.

(d) Stated more intrinsically, the above shows that if V IS a finite
dimensional vector space over K with a k-structure, then

L(GL(V»(k) = gl(V)(k) L(SL(V»(k) = sl(V),

where sl (V) denotes the Lie algebra ofendomorphisms of Vwith trace zero.
The relation X jj = X' Tij yields

(5) <a, Xv) = X(gH<a,g·v») (VE V,aE V*,gEGL(V).

3.10. Let n:G --->GL(V) be a rational representation of V. We know that
dn(X) is an endomorphism of V (X Eg). We claim that its effect on VE V can
be described in the following way:
Let 0v:G ---> V be the orbit map gHn(g)' v. It is a morphism of varieties. Then

(1)

where the right hand side is viewed as an element of V via the canonical
identification of T(V)v with V. To show this, we have to prove that

(2) <a,dn(X)'(v) = <a, (dO.Jl(X» (aEV*).

By 3.9(5) we have dn(X)'v = dn(X)(hHh'v),(hEGL(V», hence

(3) <a, dn(X)(u» = X(gH <a, n(g)v» (gEG).

But the right hand side of(3) is by definition equal to the right hand side of(2).



I.3 The Lie Algebra of an Algebraic Group 69

3.11 Proposition. Let V c A be a finite dimensional vector space of A which
is invariant under right (resp. left) translations. Let p:G -+ GL(V) (resp.
A:G-+GL(V)) be the rational representation gf->pglV (resp. gf->}'gIV). Then
for X Eg, and fE V we have

(1) (dp)(X)(f) = f * X, (resp. d)'(X) (f) = X *.f).

We give the proof for p. The other case is of course quite similar. By 3.10,
dp(X)'f = X(gf->Pgf). In the notation of 3.7, we have pyf = LUi'Vj(g), and
therefore, in view of 3.7(3)

X(gf->Pyf) = L U( XVi =.r * X.

3.12 Corollary

(i) Under right (resp. left) convolution, 9 leaves stable every subspace of A
which is right (resp. left) invariant under G.

(ii) Let G =GLn and D be the determinant function on GLn- Then
D* X = D'Tr(X)(X Eg).
The first assertion follows obviously from 3.11.

We have py'D=D'}'g_' =D'detg (gEG), hence D spans a one-dimen­
sional subspace of A which is left and right invariant. We see also
that D*X=D'(D*X)!, and we already have seen that (D*X)l=TrX
(3.9(3) ).

3.13 The adjoint representation. The group G operates on itself by inner
automorphisms

(1)

The differential d(Int x) will be denoted Ad x. It is an automorphism of g.
We claim that Ad: G -+ GL(g) is a k-morphism. Since G may be identified
to a k-subgroup of some GLn , it suffices to show that when G = GLn •

In that case 9 may be identified with gln(K) (3.9(c)). We claim that

(2) Adx(X)=x'X'x- 1 (XEG,XEg),

where the product on the right is just matrix multiplication. We have

(Jnt x)O(TiJ(Y) = Ti/x-y- X-I) = (x' yo x- 1)ij = L:>ilYlm(X - I)mj'
I,m

But Ylm = T,m(y) by definition, hence (Jnt xr(Ti)(y) = (x' T· x- I )ij(Y)' i.e.

(3)

We now have

«Ad x)X)(T) =X(Int xrT) = X(x' T'x- 1
) = x· X T· X-I

= x· X'x- I (XEG, X Eg).
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This shows that Ad is a morphism of G into GL(g). We can identify GL(g)
to an open subset of Endg = g0g*. The ring k[Endg] is the polynomial
ring with coefficients in k over the Tij 0 Tim' In this presentation Ad x is
given by x 0 'x - I. Therefore AdQ(Tij Q9 Tim) is the function Xf---+Xij' ex -I )/m'
I t belongs to Ak , hence Ad is defined over k.

3.14 The differential o/the adjoint representation. The differential dAd] of Ad
at the identity is a k-morphism of restricted Lie algebras of 9 into gl(g). We
claim that

(1) (dAd)(X) = ad X (X Eg)

i.e. dAd(X) is the endomorphism Yf---+[X, Y] of ~l We may assume G = GLn •

By definition

dAd(X)ij = (dAd(X»Tij (1 ~ i,j ~ n).

For YEg, let Uy:G~ 9 be defined by gf---+g' y. g - I. It is a morphism of varieties.
Its differential dU r .1 at the identity maps 9 into the tangent space to 9 at the
origin, i.e. into 9 itself. By definition

(2) (dAd(X)(Y»(Tij) = (duy(X»(Tij) = X(u~ Tij)

If gEG, we have u~(Tij)(g)=Tij(g'Y'g-I)=(g'Y'g-l)ij' which can be
written

U~(Ti)= (T' y. T-1)ij'

Here we have denoted by T- 1 the n x n matrix over A whose (i,j)-coefficient
is the function gf---+(g-]h We have now

X(u~(T» = X(~ Til Ylm T;;'/)-

X is a derivation and, at 1, T and T- 1 are the identity matrix, therefore

(3) X(U~ Tij) =LXii Ylj + L YimXT;;'/
1 m

We have T;j 1 = iQ(T)jj' where i is, as usual, the inversion map Xf---+X on G,
therefore

X(T jJ I) = X(i°(TU = di(X)(Ti) = - Tij,

whence

X(U~Ti) = (X' Y)ij - (Y'X)jj

which, in view of (2) proves (1).

3.15 Ker(Ad) can be larger than 'C(G). Clearly one has 'C(G) c ker(Ad). This
is even an equality if char(k) = 0 or if G is semi-simple. The following example
of Chevalley shows that the inclusion can be proper in general.
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Assume char(k) = p > 0 and let G = {g(a, b)laEK*, bEK} where

g(a,b)~ [~ ~ n
Then g(a, b)g(a', b') = g(aa', aPb' + b), so that G is a closed subgroup of GL3 .
It is, as a group, the semi-direct product of the normal subgroup
H = {g(l, b)lbEK} ~ Gawith the group L= {g(a,O)laEK*} ~ GL 1 , the action
of L on H being given by the Frobenius homomorphism. In particular G is
not commutative; indeed (6'(G) = {e}. The Lie algebra I) is spanned by g(O, 1).
We claim that I is spanned by the diagonal matrix with diagonal entries
(1,0,0). In fact, if fJ is the isomorphism m-+g(a, O) of GL 1 onto H, and X is
the standard generator of the Lie algebra of GL 1 , then dfJ(X)(T22 ) =
X(Ti2) = 0, while obviously dfJ(X)(T11 ) = 1 and dfJ(X)Tij = 0 for other values
of i,j. From 3.13 we see immediately that Ad g(a, b) = 1 if and only if a = 1,
i.e. ker Ad = H, which is not central.
We note also that [~, IJ = 0, therefore g is commutative, although G is not,

and in fact (G, G) = H. This cannot happen in characteristic zero (see 7.8).

3.16 Some applications. (a) If aEG then gt--+ag-1a- 1 is the composite of
Int(a) with i, so its differential is - Ad(a). Multiplying by the identity map
we obtain the commutator map ca:gt--+(g, a) = gag - 1a-I, so dCa = Id - Ad(a).
Following Ca by right multiplication by a, we get a formula for the differential
of gt--+gag- 1

, the map of G onto the conjugacy class of a. This differential
is Id - Ad(a), followed by the differential (dPa)e:g --+ T(G)a where Pa(g) = ga
as usual.
(b) Fix X Eg. Define O:x: G --+ 9 by O:x(x) = Ad(x)' X - X(XE G). Then we have

(1) (do: x ). = - ad X.

Proof. Let f EK [gJ, and YEg. Then, by definition

(dO: X)1 (Y)(f) = Y(o:~f).

o:~f is the function xt--+ f(Ad x(X) - X). Assume first f Eg*. Then
o:~f(x)= f(Ad x(X)) - f(X), hence, by 3.13, 3.14

Y(o:~f) = Y(xt--+ f(Ad x(X))) = (dAd)(Y)(X)f = ad Y(X)(f) = [Y, XJf.

This proves that the two sides of (I) are equal on g*. Since K[gJ is the
symmetric algebra on g* and both sides of (1) are derivations, (I) follows.

3.17 Proposition. Let M and N be closed subgroups of an affine algebraic
group G, and let H be the closure of the commutator group (M, N). Then ~

contains all elements of the forms

[X, y] (XEm, YEn),

Ad(m)(Y) - Y (mEM), Ad(n)(X) - X (nEN).
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Proof. For mEM define rxm:N-+H by rxm(n)=mnm-1n- 1. Then by 3.16

(drxn,)l = (Ad(m) - Id):n -+ I).

This secures all elements of the second form, and those of the third form are
obtained similarly.

If YEn define :X y:M -+ I) by ay(m) = Ad(m)(Y) - Y. This lies in ~ thanks to
the conclusion established above. From (3.16)(b) we have (dcxY)e = - ad(y),
thus securing all elements [X, Y](X Em, YEn) in ~.

Remark. The elements in the proposition span I) if char(k) = 0, (see §7) but
not in general (see (3.15)).

3.18 Corollary

(i) I( N c Norm M, then [L(N), L(M)] c L(M) i.e. L(N) c Norm(L(M)).
(ii) ,/ N c :l G(M). then [L(N), L(M)] = 0.
(iii) 'f G is solvable, 0/ length 111, then L(G) is solvable, of length ;'£ m.
(iv) IfG nilpotent with a central series of length m, then L(G) is nilpotent with

a central series of length ;'£ m, in particular L(G) is commutative if G
is so.

We have HeM in case (i) and H = (I) in case (ii), this implies the first
two assertions. Then (i) and (ii) imply (iii) and (iv) by a trivial induction.

Remark. In characteristic zero, there are converses to the assertions in 3.18
(see 7.8), but not in general in positive characteristic. We already saw in 3.15
a counterexample to the converse to the last assertion in (iv), hence to a
converse to (ii). It may also happen that L(G) is solvable, even nilpotent while
G is simple, in particular equal to its derived group. Examples are provided
by SL2 and PSL2 in characteristic two (see 17.5(2)).

3.19 Convolution. In a real or complex Lie group, it is often convenient to
view translations by elements as convolutions by point measures and the
action of a tangent vector as a convolution with a distribution whose support
is a point. In this way, operations by group elements and Lie algebra elements
are all special cases of convolutions by distributions, and one can avail oneself
of a rather efficient formalism. In this section, we outline an analogue in our
context of this point of view. We keep the notation rx = G -+ G' and
rxO:A' -+ A. If V is a vector space over K we shall write

A(V) = HomK_mod(A, V),

If W is another vector space, we define a K-bilinear pairing
(X, Y)f--->X' Y,

A(V) x A(W)-+A(V~W)
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Example. If g, hEG then

egOeh= egh (in A(K)).

More generally, if B is any K-algebra, then G(B), the group of points of G
in B, corresponds (under the map gl---+eg) to HomK_alg(A, B) c A(B), and the
above formula becomes

egh = m·(eg·eh)

where m:B@KB-+B@BB=Bis the canonical map. We shall freely identify
K@V and V@K with V.

K K

Lemma 1. Let V, V, and W be vector spaces, and let XEA(U), YEA(V), and
ZEA(W).

(a) e·X=X=X·e.
(b) (X' Y). Z = X .(y. Z).
(c) A(K) is an associative K-algebra with identity e, and A(V) is an A(K)­

bimodule. The map gl---+eg is a monomorphism from G to the group of
invertible elements of A(K).

(d) We have
(X· Y)oaO = (X oaO).( yo aO),

where the product on the right is defined with respect to Jj'o: A' -+ A' @A'.
K

In particular 0 aO:A(K) -+ A'(K) is an algebra homomorphism inducing
a: G -+ G' via the embedding defined in (c).

(e) If V and V have k-structures such that X and Yare defined over k, then
X . Y is defined over k.

Proof. Let f EA and write fLof = "I j~@ hi. Then

f(x) = f(ex) = "I fi(e)hi(x) = f(xe) = "I/;(x)hi(e).
i

Hence

f = "I fi(e)h i= "I fihi(e).
i

(a) We have, since X is K-linear,

(e'X)(f) = (e@X)/lof= "Ifi(e)X(h;) = X("I/;(e)h;) == X(f).

Thus e'X = X, and similarly X· e = X.
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(b) With I:A-+A standing for the identity map, the associativity of J.1 is
expressed by

(or /. J.10 = J.10' / in the present notation). Now

and, similarly,

(X <8J Y<8JZ)o(J.1°<8JI)oJ.1° = (X' y). Z.

Part (c) is an immediate consequence of parts (a) and (b), together with
the example above.
(d) The fact that oaO is a homomorphism is expressed by the equation

Now

(X' Y)o aO = (X <8J Y)o J.1°o aO = (X <8J Y)o(aO @aO)0J.1JO = (X oaO).( YoaO).

The remaining assertions of (d) are clear.
(e) follows from the formula X' Y = (X <8J Y)o J.10 and the fact that J.10 is

defined over k. This completes the proof of Lemma 1.
As above let / EA(A) denote the identity map. If X EA(K), we define right

convolution by X,

*X = I'X:A-+A

and left convolution by X,

X* = X'/:A -+A.

If fEA and J.1°1 = IJi@hi then

I *X = L IiX(h j ), X *I = L X(jJhi·

We have

(f*X)(g)=X(Ag-J) and (X*I)(g) = X(pgf).

The first equation follows because

(f * X)(g) = L fi(g)X(h;) = X(L fi(g)h;) = X(Ag_J),

and similarly for the second. These are the formulas of 3.7, but in a more
general situation.
We shall now establish several identities for these operation. Let gEG, let

X, YEA(K), and let J.1°f be as above.

(1)

For I*eg= IJih;tg) = pgf, and similarly for eg*.

(2) Xo(*y)=X'Y and Xo(Y*)= Y·X.
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We have X°(I<8>Y)°j.t=(X<8>Y)°po, and similarly Xo(Y<8>1)°po=
(Y <8> X)o flO. Using part (a) of Lemma 1 we thus obtain:

(3) eo(*X)=X=eo(X*).

Combining (2) and (3) we find that

(4) eo«*X) °(*Y)) = X· y.

A simple check shows that

(I <8> X)o floo(I <8> y) =«I <8> X)o flO) <8> Y,

so that (*X)o(*Y)=(*X)·Y. The latter is (I'X)'Ywhich, by part (b) of
Lemma 1, equals I·(X· Y). Thus,

(5)

Similar computations, starting from

(I <8> X) ° flO °(Y <8> I) = Y <8> ((I <8> X) ° flO)

(Y <8> 1)0 flO 0(I <8> X) = ((Y <8> 1)0 flO) <8> X

show that
(*X)o(Y*) = Y'(*X) = Y·(I·X), and (Y*)o(*X)=(Y·1)·X,

whence

(6)

Lemma 2. The composite Xl---+eo(I. X) = eo(*X) of the K-linear maps

A(K)~ A(A)~ A(K)

is the identity. Moreover I· is a K-algebra monomorphism onto the K-algebra
ofelements in A(A) commuting with all left translations Ag(gEG). In particular
I· maps T(G)l isomorphically onto Lie(G). Finally, both eo and I· preserve the
property that an element is defined over k.

Proof. The first assertion is just (3), and it implies that I· is an isomorphism
onto its image, whose inverse is induced by eo. From (4) we see moreover
that eo is an algebra homomorphism. Formula (6) says that left and right
convolutions commute. Hence all *X (i.e. m(I·)) commute with all}. _I = e *

" "(see (1)). To show that I· mapsA(K) onto the set of left invariant elements
of A(A) it suffices to show that eo is injective on left invariant elements.
So let DEA(A) be left invariant and suppose eaD = O. Then (Df)(g) =
(Ag_,(Df))(e) = (D(Ag_,J))(e) = (eo D)(Ag_,J) = Ofor all g, so Df = 0 for all j:
We know that e carries derivations to derivations so it remains to check

that I'does so also. If XEA(K) is a derivation A ---> K(e) then I<8>X:A Q9A--->
K

A Q9K(e) is the derivation obtained by the base change K ---> A, so
K

*X = (I <8> X)o flO is also a derivation because flO is an algebra homomorphism.
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Finally it is clear that eo preserves elements defined over k (because e is
defined over k). That I· does also follow from part (e) of Lemma I.
This completes the proof of Lemma 2.

Lemma 3. L(G) is a restricted Lie subalgebra of A(K). That is, if X, YET(G)l'
we have

[X, Y] = X· Y - Y'X,xlpj = X·X· ... ·X (p factors).

Since we have seen, in part (d) of Lemma 1, that C(°:A'--+A induces an
algebra homomorphism oC(°:A(K) --+ A'(K), it follows that its restriction,
L(C(): T(G)l --+ T(G')! is a restricted Lie algebra homomorphism. This provides
another approach to 3.4.

3.20 The tangent bundle as a split extension of G by !:j. Recall from AG 16.2
that we have

T(G) = G(K[b])

pJl s pHs
G = G(K)

where K[b] is the algebra of dual numbers (b 2 = 0) and p and s are induced
respectively by the homomorphism K[b] --+ K sending b to 0 and by the
inclusion of K in K[b]. A typical element of T(G) is of the form

e:x = eg+ bX (gEG; X E T(G)g)

(AG.16.2). It is the algebra homomorphism K[G]--+K[b] sending f to
f(g) + bX(f). According to 3.4 the group multiplication in T(G) is given by

(eg+ bX)(eh+ bY) = mo«eg+ bX)®(eh+ bY))ollO

where m:K[b]®K[b]--+K[b] is the multiplication in the k-algebra K[b].
Thus, with the notation X· Y = (X ® Y)o Ilo introduced in 3.19, we have

(eg+ bX)(eh+ bY) = m'(eg'eh + (1 ®b)eg ' Y + (b@l)X'eh+ (b®b)X' Y)

= egh + b(eg' Y + X'eh),

or

(1)

The map p sends e:x to 9 and s sends 9 to eg ( = e:O). Since the composite
pes is the identity on G it follows that the group T(G) is the semi-direct
product of sG with ker(p) = p -l(e). Writing e6X in place of e~x, we see from
(AG.16.2) that Xl-+edX is a bijection from T(G)e = 9 to ker(p). Moreover (1)
and Lemma 1 of 3.19 imply that it is a homomorphism of groups:
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Thus we have a split group extension

.6{') p
0-+ 9 ----.. T(G) ---+ G-+ I

with everything defined over k.
If Int: G x G-+ G is the action of G on G by inner automorphisms, then
the commutative diagram

G x G Int) G

1 TOnt) 1
T(G) x T(G) --+ T(G)

shows that T(Int(g))= Int(eg). The restriction of T(Int(g)):T(G)-+T(G) to
9 = ker(p) is (see AG.16.2) just d(Int(g)) = Ad(g). Explicitly, this says that
Ad(g) is defined by the fonnula

(2) Int(eg)(eIlX)= eIlAd(g)X.

Viewing G and 9 as subgroups of T(G), both defined over k, we see that
Ad is just the action'T(Int):G x g-+g.

3.21 Some differentiation formulas. As an application of this formalism, we
now derive a few more differentiation fonnulas.
(a) Let "Y denote the category of finite dimensional K-modules, and let

F:"Y x ... x "Y -+"Y be a functor of n variables which is K-multilinear on
the Hom's. Let ai:G-+GL{V;) be rational representations of an algebraic
group G(1 ~ i ~ n). Then a = F(al, ... ,an):G-+GL(V) is a rational representa­
tion on V = F(V1 , ••. , Vn). Moreover we have

(1)
n

da(X) = L F(1v" .. ·,daiX, ... , IvJ, (Xeg).
i= I

This follows from a(eIlH)= ellda(X), and

a(eIlX)= F(a l (eIlX), .. . ,an(eIlX)) = F(elldalX, ... , elldanX)

= F(l v , + bdaIX, ... , I vn + bdanX)

= F(1v" .. ·, I vJ + b(.f. F(l v" .. · ,daiX, ... , I vJ)'
,= 1

(b) If a;:G-+GL(V;)(i = 1,2) are rational representations and if {3: VI -+ V2
is a homomorphism of G-representations, i.e. if {3 is linear and
{3(a l (g)v) = a2(g){3(v) for geG and ve V, then {3 is also a homomorphism of
g-representations, i.e.

p(da l (X)v) = da2(X)p(v)

for X eg and ve V. For the first formula, applied to the tangent bundles, gives

{3(a l (eIlX)v) = a2(ellX)p(v).
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The left side is [3(e~daIX(v» = [3(v) + J(da i X(v», while the right side is
[3(v) + JdazX([3(v)), thus establishing the formula above.

(c) In the setting of (b) we can apply (1) to a = a i ®az:G--+GL( Vi ~Vz),

to obtain

d(a, ®az)(X) = (da1X (8) I v2 ) + (lv, ®dazX).

(d) Let ccG--+ GL(V) be a rational representation. Then we have
Tn(a):G--+GL(Tn(V)), where T"(V) = V@ ... @V (n factors) and Tn(a)=

K K

a (8) ... ® a. From (l) we have

n

d(a(8) .. ·®a)= L I v ® .. ·(8)da® .. ·(8)l v .
i= 1

Thus, on the tensor algebraUT"( V), we see that the differential of the action
n

of G as algebra automorphisms (extending a in degree I) is the action of 9
as derivations (extending da in degree I).
The passage from the tensor algebra to the symmetric algebra S(V) and

the exterior algebra A(V) can be viewed as epimorphisms of G-representations
in each degree. Thus it follows from (b) that the differentials of the actions
of G as algebra automorphisms of S(V) and of A(V) are again given by the
actions of 9 as derivations extending da in degree 1. Explicitly, if e i , ... , enE V
then

n

dSn(a)(X)(e i .. ·en)= L ei ···daX(ei)·.,en
i= 1

and

n

dA"(a)(X)(e i 1\ . ., 1\ en) = L e, 1\ ... 1\ daX(eJ 1\ .,. 1\ en'
i= 1

(e) If dim V = n then A"(a) = detoa and it follows from the above remarks
that

d(detoa) = Troda,

which generalizes slightly 3.12(ii).
(f) Let a:G --+ GL(V) be a rational representation, and suppose V is a not

necessarily associative algebra. Then if G acts via a as algebra automorphisms
of V it follows that 9 acts, via da, as derivations. This follows by expanding
the formula a(e~x)(uv)= a(e~X)(u)a(e~X)(v) for X Eg and u, VE V.

3.22. For the reader familiar with real or complex Lie groups, we relate the
algebraically defined operations *X and *ex with the usual convolution. If
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X ET(G)l' then as usual tf_~etX denotes the one-parameter subgroup spanned
by X. For a smooth function / on G, we have then

d
Xf(x) = dt (f(x'etx))Ir=o'

Given a distribution S on G, let us denote symbolically by J/(x)dSx its value
S(f) on a test function f EC':(G). If Sand T are distributions, one with
compact support, then their convolution S*T is a distribution whose value
on a test function / is given by

(S* T)(f) =Hf(x'y)dSx'dTy-

We now identify elements of 9 (and more generally of the universal enveloping
algebra U(g) of g) to distributions supported by the identity. Then

d d
(f *X)(x) = d/(x'e-rX)lr=o (X * f)(x) = d/(e- rx .x)lt=o (xEG;f ECOO(G))

Moreover ex * and *ex (cf. 3.19) are now defined as convolutions with the
Dirac measure at x.

§4. Jordan Decomposition

4.1 Nilpotent, unipotent and semi-simple endomorphisms. Let V be a finite
dimensional vector space over K with a k-rational structure V(k). Then
E = EndK(V) also has a k-structure given by E(k) = Endk(V(k)). An aEE is
called nilpotent if an = 0 for some n > 0, and unipotent if a -- I is nilpotent,
where I denotes the identity on V. Thus a is nilpotent (resp., unipotent) if
and only if all eigenvalues of a are 0 (resp. 1).
(a) If char(k) = p > 0 then a is unipotent ifand only ifapr = I for some r ~ O.
For if a = 1+ n, with n nilpotent, then apr = I + n

pr
= I for sufficiently large

r. Conversely, apr = I implies the minimal polynomial of a divides
TP' - 1 = (T - 1)P', so all eigenvalues of a are 1.

(b) Let aEE(k). We call a semi-simple ifit satisfies the/ollowing conditions,
which are equivalent:

(i) V(k) is spanned by eigenvectors of a; i.e. a is diagonalizable over k.
(ii) The algebra k[a] c E(k) is semi-simple, i.e. it is a product of copies

off.

That (i)=(ii) is obvious once a is put in diagonal form. (Alternatively,
k[a] ~ k[T]/(P(T)), where P(T), the minimal polynomial of a, is a product
of distinct linear factors.) Conversely, if k[a] is a product of copies of k, then
any module over it, e.g. V(k), is a direct sum ofone dimensional submodules.

(c) If aEE(k) is semi-simple, then the eigenvalues of a are separable over k.
Hence a is diagonalizable over ks•
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For k[a] ~ k[T]/(P(T)), P the minimal polynomial of a. Since aEE(k) we
have k[a] = k@k[a], and the absence of nilpotent elements in the latter

K

implies that P has no multiple roots, i.e. that P is a separable polynomial.
(d) Suppose a,bEE commute. Then:

(i) a, b nilpotent => a + b is nilpotent.
(ii) a, b unipotent => ab is unipotent.
(iii) a, b semi-simple => ab and a + b are semi-simple.

lf an = bm= °then (a + b)"+m = 0, thus proving (i). Since ab - I = (a - I)b +
(b - 1), (ii) follows from (i). Part (iii) is left as an exercise (cf. 4.6).
Finally, we record the obvious remark:
(e) If a is both semi-simple and nilpotent (resp. unipotent) then a =°(resp.

a = 1).

4.2 Proposition. We keep the previous notation. Let aE E.

(l) There exist unique as and an in E such that as is semi-simple, an is nilpotent,
asan = ana" and such that a = as + an" We call this the (additive)
Jordan decomposition of a.

(2) There are polynomials peT) and Q(T) in K[T], with zero constant term,
such that as = pea) and an = Q(a).

(3) The centralizer ofa in E centralizes as and an' If A c B c V are subspaces
such that aB c A, then asB c A and anB c A.

(4) If A c V is a subspace invariant under a then the Jordan decomposition of
a induces those of alA and of aV/A , the endomorphism a induces on VIA.

(5) If aEE(k) then a"anEE(kr "'). Moreover, the polynomials P and Q in (2)
can be chosen in P- oc [T].

Proof. (1) Write det(T - a) = neT - a;)rn i where the ai are distinct, and put
Vj = ker(a - aJ)rn i

• Then it is easy to see that V = U Vi' Suppose a = b + c
with b semi-simple, c nilpotent, and bc = cb. Then b commutes with a, hence
with (a - aJ)rni

, and so b leaves each Vi invariant. Since a - b = c is nilpotent,
a and b have the same eigenvalues on Vi' Since al Vj has only one, ai' and since
h is semi-simple, it follows that bl Vi = aJI Vi' Therefore b is uniquely
determined, and so also is c = a-b. On the other hand, if we define as
by a,1 Vi = aJI Vi' and an = a - as, then these data clearly satisfy our
requirements.
(2) Choose peT) to solve the congruences

peT) == a j mod(T - ai)rn i and peT) ==°mod(T).

These are consistent in case some ai = 0, so there is a solution ("Chinese
Remainder Theorem"). We take Q(T) = T - peT).
(3) is an immediate corollary of (2).
(4) Let a' and a" denote the endomorphisms induced by a on A and VIA,
respectively. Part (3) implies that as and an leave A invariant, so we can similarly
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define a:, a; and a~, a~. The fact that a' = a: + a: and a" = a; + a~ are Jordan
decompositions is obvious.
(5) If aEE(k) then each of the (Xi above are in k, so the construction in (1)
shows that as> anEE(k). If sEGal(klk) then s operates on E(k), and we have
a = s(a) = s(a.) + s(an). Since s acts as an algebra automorphism we see that
s(an) is nilpotent and commutes with s(a.). Moreover, since k.[as] is a semi­
simple algebra (see 4.1) the same is true of s(k[a,J) = k[s(a.)], so as is still
semi-simple. Therefore the uniqueness of the Jordan decomposition implies
s(as)= as and s(an)= an' But the elements of E(k) fixed by Gal(klk) are just
E(kr X} In particular as, anEk[a] (\ E(P- '") = kP - "'[a], so the P and Q in (2)
can be chosen with coefficients in P- ~

Corollary I. Let gEGL(V), and put gu = I + g.: 19..

(1) We have g = gsgu = gugs with gs semi-simple and gu unipotent, and this is
the unique factorization of 9 of this type. (It is called the multiplicative
Jordan decomposition of g.)

(2) If A c V is a subspace invariant under g, then it is invariant under gs and
gu, and the Jordan decomposition of 9 induces those of the automorphisms
induced by 9 on A and on VIA.

(3) If 9 is rational over k, then gs and gu are rational over P-'"

Proof. (1) Since gs and gn commute, gu = I + g5- 1 gn is unipotent, and
9 = gsgu = gugs· Suppose 9 = bc = cb where b is semi-simple and n = c - I is
nilpotent. Then bn is nilpotent and commutes with b, so 9 = b + bn is the
additive Jordan decomposition of g. Hence b = gs and bn = gn'
In view of the formula for gu parts (2) and (3) follow immediately from

parts (4) and (5), respectively, of the proposition.

Corollary 2. Ifa, bEE commute then a + b = (as + b.) + (an + bn) is the additive
Jordan decomposition of a + b. If, moreover, they are invertible, then ab =
(asbs)(aub.) is the multiplicative Jordan decomposition. All elements appearing
above commute.

Proof. This follows from 4. I (d), 4.2(1) and Cor. I.

Corollary 3. If gEGL(V) and hEGL(W) then 9® h = (g5® hJ(gu® h.) is the
Jordan decomposition of 9® h.

Proof. Apply Corollary 2 to 9® Iwand 1v® h.

Convention. Suppose that V is not necessarily finite dimensional. We shall
say that aEE is "locally finite" if V is spanned by finite dimensional subspaces
stable under a. In this case one says that a is locally nilpotent (resp., unipotent,
resp., semi-simple) if its restriction to each finite dimensional a-stable subspace
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has this property. The uniqueness of the above Jordan decompositions gives
us, for a locally finite endomorphism a, a Jordan decomposition a = as + an'
and, if a is invertible, a = asau ' such that these induce the usual ones on finite
dimensional a-stable subspaces. Thus, for example, as is locally semi-simple,
an is locally nilpotent, and asan= anas . These properties characterize as and
an, and similarly for the multiplicative decomposition.
By abuse of language we shall often drop the word "locally" in the above

situation.
Let G be an affine algebraic group. If gEG and X Eg then Pg and *X are

locally finite endomorphisms of A = K[G] (see 1.9 and 3.11). Hence we have
Jordan decompositions

and

The main result of this section asserts that these decompositions can be
realized already in G and in g, respectively.

4.3 We keep the notation and conventions of 4.2.

Proposition. Let gEGL(V) and XEgI(V), and let A = K[GL(V)].

(1) 9 is semi-simple (resp., unipotent) if and only Pg is semi-simple (resp.,
unipotent).

(2) X is semi-simple (resp., nilpotent) if and only if *X is semi-simple (resp.,
nilpotent).

Proof. We have A = B[D- I
] where B = K[End(V)], and where D:End(V)--+

K is the determinant. Since right translation by GL(V) is defined on End(V),
and since *X is its differential (see 3.11) it follows that Pg and *X leave B
invariant, and their extensions to A are defined, for fEB, by

and
UD-II)*X = U*X)D-n - nfD-II-1(D*X)

=(f *X)D-II - nTr(X)fD- n.

Here we have used the fact that pg(D) = D(g)D and (D *X) = (XD)D = Tr(X)D
(see 3.12). These formulas show that, if f is an eigenvector for Pg (resp., *X)
then so also is f D -II for each 11 ~ O. This proves that Pg (resp., *X) is semi­
simple if and only if its restriction to B is.
Suppose Pg on B is unipotent. Then since PgD = D(g)D, we have D(g) = 1.
Hence (pg - I)(fD- II )= «pg - I)(f))D- II , and it follows that Pg is unipotent
on A. The converse is obvious.
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Similarly, if *X on B is nilpotent then (D*X) = Tr(X)D implies Tr(X) = 0,
and hence (f D - n)*X = (f *X)D - n. This proves *X is nilpotent on A, and the
converse is obvious.
These remarks show that it suffices to prove the analogue of the proposition
with B = K[End(V)] in place of A = K[GL(V)]. The algebra B is the
symmetric algebra, S(E*), on the dual E* = HomK(E, K) of E = End V.
Moreover, Pg and *X are just the automorphism and derivation, respectively,
of the algebra S(E*) induced by (the transposes of) right multiplication on
E by gEGL(V) and by X Egl(V) = E, respectively.
Ifwe identify End Vwith V* ® V(f ® v:x~ f(x)v), then right multiplication

by aEE corresponds to a*® I, where a* is the transpose of a. It suffices to
check this for a of the form g® w, in which case

(f@v)(g® w):x~ f(w)g(x)v = (f(w)g® v)(x),

and (a*®I)(f®v)=a*(f)®v=f(w)g@v. Since a is nilpotent (resp.,
unipotent, resp., semi-simple) if and only if a*® I is, the proof of the pro­
position is completed by the next lemma, in which we let E* play the role of V.

Lemma. Let gEGL(V) and X E gl(V).

(1) g is semi-simple (resp., unipotent) if and only if the automorphism S(g) of
S(V) induced by g is semi-simple (resp., unipotent).

(2) X is semi-simple (resp., nilpotent) if and only if the derivation s(X) of S(V)
induced by X is semi-simple (resp., nilpotent).

Proof. On Sl( V) = V the restrictions ofS(g) and s(X) are g and X, respectively,
so the "if's" are clear.
Since sn(g) is induced by Tn(g) on Tn(v) = V® ... ® V by passing to the

quotient, the "only if" in part (1) follows from corollary 3 in 4.2.
Similarly, s(X) is induced, on passing to the quotient sn(v) of Tn(V), by

(where X is in the ith place in the ith summand). These summands commute,
and are semi-simple (resp., nilpotent) if X is, so the same is true of their
sum.

4.4 Jordan decomposition in affine groups. Let G be an affine k-group with
coordinate ring A = K[G]. If gEG and X Eg then Pg and *X on A have
Jordan decompositions in the sense of the convention of 4.2.

Theorem. Let gEG and X Eg.

(1) There is a unique factorization g = gsgu in G such that Pg= PgsPgy is the
(multiplicative) Jordan decomposition ofPg . IfgEG(k) then g." guEG(kr OC).
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(2) There is a unique decomposition X = X, + X n in 9 such that
*X = (*XJ + (*XII ) is the (additive) Jordan decomposition of*x. If X Eg(k)
then Xs,XnEg(kr ').

(We refer to the above as the Jordan decompositions of 9 in G and of X
in g, respectively.)

(3) In case G = GL( V), alld so n= n[(V), the Jordall decolllpositions above
coincide with those defined in 4.2.

(4) If IX: G ...... G' is a morphism of affine groups then a and d:x preserve Jordan
decompositions in the groups and Lie algebras, respectively.

Proof. Case I. G = GL(V) and 9 = gI(V). Let 9 = 9,9u and X = X s+ XII be
the Jordan decompositions of 4.2. Then Proposition 4.3(1) implies Pgs is semi­
simple and Pgo is unipotent. Since gHPg is a group homomorphism, Py, and
Pgo commute, so Pg= py,PYo is the Jordan decomposition. Similarly, 4.3(2)
implies *X, is semi-simple and *X II is nilpotent. Since XH*X is a Lie algebra
homomorphism, *Xs and *XII commute, so *X = (*X,) + (*X,,) is the Jordan
decomposition of *X. Both gHfJy and XH*X are compatible with
k-structures, so the rationality assertions follow from those of 4.2.
The uniqueness in this, as in the general, case follows from the faithfulness

of gHPg (see 1.10) and of XH*X (see 3.4, 3.7).
General case. Choose a k-rational embedding G c GL( V) for some V (see
1.10), so that 9 c gl(V). Then Pg and *X are induced, on passing to the
quotient A of B = K[GL(V)], by ~he corresponding actions on B. Hence we
have g = gsgu in GL(V) and X = X, + X" in gl(V), from case I, and if we show
that 9s,guEG and X"X"Eg, then they will give the required decompositions
of g and X. Moreover the uniqueness and rationality properties will follow
just as in case 1.
Let J be the ideal in B defining G. According to 3.8, Corollary

G= {gEGL(V)lpgJ = J}

and

9 = {X EgI(V)IJ *X c J}.

But 4.2 implies that for gEG and XEg,J is invariant under (Pg)s,(Pylu,(*X)"
and (*X)", and case 1 implies these are Pgs' Pgo' *X s' and *X II' respectively.
This completes the proof of (I), (2), and (3).

Proof of (4). By factoring IX through a(G) it suffices to treat the two cases

(i) IX is the inclusion of a closed subgroup, and
(ii) IX is surjective.

In case (i) we have G c G' and the compatibility of Jordan decompositions
follows from (3) after embedding G' in a linear group.
Tn case (ii) the comorphism aO: A' ...... A is injective, so we can view A' as

a subring of A. Then, for gEG and XEg we have P'(9)=PgIA' and
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*dex(X) = *XIA'. Hence, we have the corresponding relationships between
the Jordan decompositions according to 4.2.

Corollary

(1) If g,hEG commute then gh = (gsh.)(guhJ is the Jordan decomposition of
gh, and all elements appearing commute.

(2) If X, YEg commute (i.e. [X, Y] = 0) then X + Y = (X s+ Ys)+ (Xn+ Yn) is
the Jordan decomposition of X + Y, and all elements appearing commute.

Proof. After embedding G in a GL(V) this follows from 4.2, Corollary 2.

4.5 Semi-simple and unipotent elements in affine groups. For an affine k-group
G they are the elements of

Gs = {gEGlg = gs}

and of

respectively. We define the analogous sets,

gs = {XEglX = X s } and gn = {X EglX = X n }

of semi-simple and nilpotent elements, respectively, in g.
It follows from part (4) of Theorem 4.4 that, if ex: G --4 G' is a morphism of

affine k-groups, then

ex(Gs ) c G:,ex(GJ c G~

(dex)(g.) c g.:, (dex)(gn) c g~.

In fact we have ex(Gs) = ex(G)s and ex(Gu) = ex(G)u' and similarly for g. Moreover,
the corollary to Theorem 4.4 implies that a product of two commuting
elements in Gs (resp., Gu) is again in Gs (resp., GJ. Similarly for sums of
commuting elements in gs (resp., gn)' In particular, if G is commutative then
Gs and Gu are subgroups of G, and gs and gn are subspaces of g. Moreover, in
general, it follows from 4.1(e) that

GsnGu={e} and gsngn=O.

If we embed G in a GL(V), then the elements of Gu (resp., gn) are defined
by the equation (g - e)n = 0 (resp., xn = 0) in End(V) (for large enough n).
These equations, with respect to a k-rational basis for V, have coefficients in
7l, so we conclude that:

Gu is a k-closed subset of G

and

gn is a k-closed subset of g.

4.6 Trigonalization and diagonalization. Let M be a subset of gIn- We say
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that M is trigonalizable (over k) if there is a gEGLn (resp., gEGLn(k)) such
that gMg- I is in upper triangular form (i.e. lies in L(Tn )). We say M is
diagonalizable (over k) if there is a gEGLn(resp., gEGLn(k)) such that gMg- I

is in diagonal form (i.e. lies in L(Dn )).

More generally, if V is any finite dimensional vector space with a k-structure
V(k) then we can speak of trigonalizing or diagonalizing (over k) a family of
endomorphisms of V. This means they assume triangular or diagonal form,
respectively, with respect to a suitable (k-rational) basis of V.

Proposition. Let M c gln(k) be a commuting family of endomorphisms, and let
L be the field extension of k generated by the eigenvalues of elements of M.

(a) M is trigonalizable over L.
(b) If M consists of semi-simple endomorphisms then Leks and M is

diagonalizable over L.

Proof. The fact that Leks in case (b) follows from 4.1 (c). For the rest of the
proof therefore we can replace k by L and assume all eigenvalues of elements
of M are in k.

If X EM and if aEk then W = ker(X - aI) is visibly defined over k, and it
is stable under all Y commuting with X, in particular all Yin M.

If M does not consist of scalar matrices (otherwise there is nothing to
prove) then we can choose X and a so that 0 #- W #- V. Then, by induction
on dimension, we can find an eIEW(k) which spans an M-stable line. Applying
induction to V/Ke l we can complete e l to a k-rational basis el, ... ,en such
that M leaves Ke l + ... + Kei invariant for each i = 1, ... , n. This proves (a).
To prove (b) we can again assume there is a non-scalar X in M. Write

V = VI $ ... $ Vr where Vi = ker(X - a;I) and a l , ... , aT are the distinct
eigenvalues of X. Then each Vi is defined over k and stable under M so, by
induction on dim V, we can diagonalize over k the action of M on each Vi'
This yields the desired diagonalization of M on V.

4.7 Theorem. Let G be a commutative k-group. Then Gs and Gu are closed
subgroups and the product morphism

(J.:GsxGu-..G

is an isomorphism of algebraic groups.

Proof. We have already seen in 4.5 that Gu is a k-c1osed subgroup and that
Gs is a subgroup meeting Gu in e. Hence (J. is an isomorphism of abstract
groups.
Embed G in some GLn. Using 4.6(b) we can further arrange that

Gs =GnD.. In particular it follows that Gs is a closed subgroup, and clearly
(J. is then a morphism of algebraic groups.
Write K n = VI EB ... $ Vr where the Vi are the distinct simultaneous eigen­

spaces for Gs • Then Gu leaves each Vi stable so we can, by 4.6(a), trigonalize
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the action of Gu in each Vi' Thus we can assume G c Tn and Gs still equals
GnDn •

If gEG then gsEGs c Dnso it follows easily (for example, from the fact that
g is triangular and that gs is a polynomial in g) that gs is just the projection
of g onto its diagonal component, gt->diag(gll"'" gnn)' This is clearly a
morphism. Hence gt->gu = g.,- 1g is likewise a morphism, so gt->(gs, gu) gives
the required inverse to a.

Remark. We have seen in 4.5 that Gu is k-closed. It will further be shown
in §1O that Gs is defined over k. If char(k) = 0 this follows from the obvious
invariance of Gil<) under Gal(kjk). If char(k) = p > 0 then, if G c GLn, we
have g~"=e for all gEG. Hence P:G-+G,P(g)=gP", is a k-morphism of
k-groups, clearly, with image in Gs• In fact it will be seen in §8 that the pth
power map in Gs is surjective. From this it follows that Gs =, peG) is defined
over k.

4.8 Trigonalizing unipotent groups. Let A be the algebra of upper triangular
n x n matrices, and let N be the ideal in A of matrices with zero diagonal.
Then N" = 0, so U" = I + N is a unipotent group, i.e. one consisting of
unipotent elements. It is easy to verify that the I + N i (I ~ i ~ n) are normal sub­
groups of U satisfying the commutator formula: (I + N i

, 1+ Ni) c 1+ N i +i.
In particular, taking i = 1 and varyingj, we see that Un is a nilpotent group.
Its Lie algebra u is the set of all upper triangular matrices with eigenvalues
zero, hence it consists of nilpotent matrices.

Theorem. Let G be a not necessarily closed unipotent subgroup of GLn(k).
Then G is conjugate over k to a subgroup of U. In particular, G is a nilpotent
group.

Proof. In view of the remarks made above, it suffices to prove the first
assertion. For this, it suffices to show that there is a line L in V fixed by G.
For then the set W of fixed points under G is a non zero subspace of V
defined over k, and we can finish by applying induction to the induced action
of Gin Vjw.
Henceforth, we may assume therefore that k is algebraically closed. Using

induction on dim V we may further assume that V is an irreducible G-module.
Then the vector space A spanned by G is a k-algebra acting irreducibly on
V, so (by Wedderburn theory) it must be all of End(V).
Every y = I + xEG is unipotent, so Tr(g) = Tr(I) = dim V is independent

of g. If also g'EG then Tr(xg') = Tr( (g -l)g') = Tr(gg') - Tr(g') = 0, therefore.
But we saw above that such g' span End(V), and hence x = 0, i.e. g = I. This
means G = {l} so dim V = 1. Q.E.D.

Corollary. Let G be a unipotent algebraic group (i.e. G = Gu)' Then G is
isomorphic to a closed subgroup of Un c GLnfor some n. Hence L(G) consists
of nilpotent elements.
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Proof. We apply the theorem to an immersive representation n:G ---> GLn (see
1.10) to embed G in Un" Then L(G) is embedded in L(Un) which consists of
upper triangular matrices with zeroes on the diagonal.

4.9 Remark. It will be shown later that an element X Eg is nilpotent (resp.
semi-simple) if and only if it is tangent to a closed unipotent subgroup (resp.
to a torus, cr. §8).

4.10 Proposition. Let G be a unipotent affine group and Va quasi-affine variety
on which G operates morphically. Then all orbits are closed.

Proof. Every orbit of G is a finite union of orbits of GO, hence we may assume
-- --

G to be connected. Let VE V. We have to prove that G· v = G· v. Let W = G· v
and assume F = W - G· v is not empty. By 1.8, F is closed. Let J be the ideal
of Fin K [W]. We claim it is not the zero ideal: Consider the closure Vof
V in some affine embedding. Let Fbe the closure of F in V. Since Fn V = F,
any VE V - F does not belong to F, hence there exists a regular function on
V which vanishes on F and is equal to I at v. Its restriction to V is then a
non-zero element of J. The ideal J is stable under G and is the union of G­
invariant finite dimensional subspaces (1.9). By 4.8 any such space has non­
zero elements fixed under G. But the invariants of Gin K[W] are the constant
functions, contradiction. This proves the proposition.

Bibliographical Note

The Jordan decomposition in algebraic groups is discussed in [1]. However,
its existence is equivalent to the theorem 4.7 on commutative algebraic
groups, proved earlier by Kolchin [20]. The proof given here is different
from the one of [1], and follows a suggestion made by Springer for the Lie
algebra case. Jordan decomposition in the Lie algebra is introduced in [2].
However, the definition adopted there and in [3] is more stringent, and the
existence proof is less elementary. Here, it becomes the theorem mentioned
in 4.9 to be proved in 11.8 and 14.26. Proposition 4.10 is due to M. Rosenlicht
[27].



Chapter II

Homogeneous Spaces

§5. Semi-Invariants

In this section all algebraic groups are affine. The results here prepare the
way for the construction of quotients in §6.

5.1 Theorem. Let G be a k-group and let H be a closed subgroup defined over
k. Then there is an immersive representation a: G _ GL(E) defined over k, and
a line DeE defined over k, such that

H = {gEGla(g)D = D} and I) = {XEglda(X)D cD}.

Proof. Let 1 denote the ideal in A = K[G] of functions vanishing on H; it
is generated by lk = 1nk[G], and even by a finite subset of lk' Therefore,
using 1.9, we can find a finite dimensional right G-invariant subspace V of
A, defined over k, and such that, ifW = V n l, the ideall is generated by Wk'
Both V and 1 are right H-invariant and defined over k, so the same is true

of W. We claim now that

H={gEGlpgW=W} and I)={XEgIW*XcW}.

We know from 3.8 that the analogous equations hold if we replace W by I.
We have already remarked that W is right H-invariant, so it is I)-invariant

also because convolution is the differential of right translation (3.11).
Conversely, suppose gEG and pgW = W. Since Pg is an algebra auto­
morphism we have pi = Pg(W A) = piW)A = W A = l, so YEH. Similarly, if
XEg and W*X c W, then

hX=(WA)*Xc(W*X)A+W(A*X)cWA=l, so XEI).

Now put E = Ad(V), where d = dim W, and let D = AdW C E. The
representation p:G-GL(V) induces a=Adp:G_GL(E), a k-rational
representation. In case a is not immersive replace E by E EB F using any
k-rational immersive representation G_ GL(F). Then all the conditions of
the theorem are achieved thanks to the following lemma from linear algebra.
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Lemma. Let W be a d-dimensional subspace of a vector space V, and let
D = AdW C E = AdV. Let gEGL(V) and let X Egl(V). Then

(1) (Adg)D = D<::>gW = W,

(2) (dAd)(X)D c D<::>XW c W.

Proof. In both cases the implication = is clear.
Let (eJ(l ~ i ~ m) be a basis for V such that e1'" . ,ed span W. In case (1)

we can further arrange that, for some n~ 1, en, ... ,en+d - 1 span gW. Then
(Adg)(e 1 /\ ... /\ ed) is a multiple of en /\ ... /\ en+d- 1 , so (Adg)D = D implies
n= 1, i.e. gW= W.
In case (2) we can replace X by X - Y for some Y leaving W stable, if
necessary, to achieve the condition W nXW = O. Then we can choose the
basis above so that X ej is a multiple of ed+i(1 ~ i ~ d). In this case

(dAd)e(X)(e 1 ••• ed) = L e1 /\ ... /\ ej_ 1 /\ X ej /\ ej+ 1 /\ ... /\ ed'
1 ~i~d

Since the vectors e1 /\ /\ ej _ 1 /\ ed+ i /\ ei + 1 /\ ... /\ ed are part of a basis of
AdV that includes e1 /\ /\ ed' it follows that the sum above can be a multiple
of e1 /\ •.. /\ ed only if each Xe j = 0, i.e. only if X = O.

5.2 Characters and semi-invariants. Let G and G' be k-groups. We shall write
Mor(G, G') for the algebraic group morphisms from G to G', and Mor(G, G'h
for the set of those defined over k.
Recall from AG.14.3 that F = Gal(kslk) operates on Mor(G, G')k&, and sa,

for SEF and aEMor(G, G') is characterized by:

('a)(g) = s(a(s-lg)) (gEG(ks))'

Moreover we have

Mor(G, G'h = Mor(G, G')["

i.e. a is defined over k if and only if a is defined over ks and is a F-equivariant
homomorphism of G(ks) into G'(ks)'
Note that when G' is commutative, Mor(G, G') is an abelian group and
Mor(G, G')k& is a F-module, the product in Mor(G,G') being defined by:
aa'(g) = a(g)·a'(g).
We shall write

X(G) = Mor(G, GLd

and call its elements characters of G. Thus XEX(G) means XEK[G], and
X(g) ;6 0 and X(gg') = X(g)x(g') for all g, g' EG. The condition XEX(G)k just
means that moreover XEk[G].
Let a:G-+ GL(V) be a k-rational representation. A semi-invariant of G in

V is a non-zero vector VE V spanning a G-stable line in V. Thus we can write

a(g)v = X(g)v
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for some function X: G~ K*, and evidently X is a character, which is defined
over k if VE V(k). This character is called the weight of the semi-invariant v.
We shall also use the term semi-invariant with respect to the action by

translation of functions induced by an action of G on a variety.
With V as above and XEX(G) write

Vx= {vEVla(g)v = X(g)v for all gEG}.

We can even restrict to gEG(k.) here, because G(ks ) is dense in G (see AG.13.3).
If, further, X is defined over k., then the equation a(g)v = X(g)v is a linear
equation in v defined over k., so we see that Vx is defined over ks ifXEX(G)ks'
Suppose XEX(Gh" gEG(ks )' VEV/ks ), and SEr. Then

(SX(g)(sv) = (S(X(S-l g)))(SV) = S(X(S-l g)(V))

since r acts semi-linearly
('X)(g)(sv) = s(a(s - 1g)(v)) = a(g)(sv) (VE Vx)

since a is defined over k. This shows that sVx(k.) c V(sx)(ks)' and the reverse
inclusion follows by applying S-1 to this. Thus we have

sVx(k.) = V('X)(k.)

for xEX(Gh. and sET. In particular (see AG.14.1):
If X is defined over k, then Vx is defined over k.

A weight of G in V is a XEX(G) such that Vx # O.

Lemma. The subspaces Vx (XEX(G)) of V are linearly independent. In
particular G has only finitely many weights in V.

Proof. If not, choose n minimal such that there exist distinct Xi (1 ~ i ~ n)
and non-zero ViE VXi such that VI + ... + vn= O. Clearly n> 1, so there is a
gEG such that Xl(g) # X2(g). Since LXi(g)Vi=Owe can subtract Xl(g)-1 times
the last equation from the first to obtain a non trivial dependence relation
of length < n; contradiction.

5.3 Corollary. In the setting of 5.1, there exist XEX(H)k' and functions
fl"'" fnEk[G], which are semi-invariants of the same weight, X, for H under
right translations, such that

(1)

(2)

H = {gEGlpyfiEKfi' 1 ~ i ~ n},

~ = {X E gIfi *X E Kf;, 1~ i ~ n}.

Proof. With E and D as in 5.1, let e1 , ••• ,en be a k-rational basis of E such
that D = Ke 1 , and let Tij denote the (i,j) coordinate function on gl(E) ~ gIn,
the isomorphism being defined relative to the basis above.
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In this coordinate system we can paraphrase Theorem 5.1 as follows:

H= {gEGITjl(a(g))=O for i> I}

~ = {XEglTil ((da)X) =0 for i> 1}.

II

The first formula implies that X= Til °a is a character on H, evidently defined
over k. Put fj = Til oa(l < i ~ n). Then fiEk[GJ, and, for gEG and hEH, we
have

(Phf;)(g) = fi(gh) = Til (a(gh)) = L Tij(a(g))Tjl (a(h))
j

Thus each fj is a semi-invariant of weight X for H. If gEG and P9fiEKfi then
pgfj(e) is a multiple of fj(e) = Til (a(e)) = 0, for each i> I. Thus gEH, thanks
to (*). This proves (1).

It remains to be shown that if X Eg and iffi*XEK Ii for all i> I then X E~.

The identification of the Lie algebra ofGLnwith gin assigns the tangent vector
Y to the matrix (Y(TiJ) (see 3.6). Viewing the Tij as coordinate functions on
the Lie algebra, we have Tij(Y) = Y(T;). Applying this to the X above, we
have 1f1 ((da)(X)) = (da)(X)(Til ) = X(Til oa) = X fl = (fi*X)(e) = (a multiple of
fi(e)) = (a multiple of Til (a(e))) = 0 for all i> I. Hence (**) implies X E~.

5.4 Corollary. Let G c GLnbe an algebraic matric group defined over k. Then
there exist XEX(G)k and polynomials fl' ... ,fmEk[TII, ... , TnnJ which are
semi-invariants of weight Xfor G with respect to right translations, such that

G= {gEGLnlpgfiEKf;, I ~ i ~ m},

g = {X Eglnlfi*X EKfj, 1~ i ~ m}.

Proof. k[GLnJ = k[TII , T I2 , ... , Tn", D-1J where D = det(TiJ From 5.3 we
obtain functions f;Ek[GLnJ(l ~ i ~ m) which are semi-invariants of some
weight X' EX(G)k' and which satisfy conditions of the above type. For r large
enough we can write f; =D-'fi with fi a polynomial (I ~ i ~ m). Evidently
D is a semi-invariant of weight D for GLn. Consequently the fi are
semi-invariants for G of weight X= (DI G)'X'. One sees immediately that X
and fl, ... ,fm satisfy the conditions above.

5.5 Invariants. It is not true in general that Theorem 5.1 and its corollaries
can be strengthened to give invariants (i.e. X= 1) instead of semi-invariants.
However, there are two important cases when this can be done. One, clearly,
is when X(Hh = {I}. Another case is deduced as follows: Let a:G-.GL(E)
be as in Theorem 5.1, and let X be the character by means of which H acts
on D. Suppose we can find a second representation a':G-.GL(E') and a
D' c E' with the analogous properties, but so that H acts on D' via X- I. Then
a®a' gives a representation ofG on EQ9E' so that H acts trivially on DQ9D'.

K K

Moreover, if D = Kv and D' = Kv' then it is easy to see that H is exactly the
isotropy group of v ® v' and ~ is the isotropy algebra of v® v'.
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How can we find such an E' and D'? We can try the contragredient
representation a*:G-GL(E*). Then the one dimensional H-invariant
subspace D of weight X leads to a one-dimensional quotient space D* of E*
on which H acts via X-I. To lift D* H-equivariantly back into E* it would
suffice to know that H acts completely reducibly on E. In characteristic zero
this happens if H is a reductive group.

5.6 Theorem. Let G be a k-group, and let N a normal k-subgroup. Then there
is a linear representation a:G - GL(V) defined over k such that N = ker(a) and
n = ker(da).

Proof. Theorem 5.1 gives us an a:G-GL(E) and a line DeE, all defined
over k, such that N is the stability subgroup of D in G and such that n is
the stability subalgebra of D in g.
The action of N on D is via some XEX(Nh. Let F denote the sum of all

the subspaces Ecp, <p ranging over X(Nk,. We saw above (5.2) that this sum is
direct. If xEElf',gEG(ks)' and nEN, then

a(n)a(g)x = a(g)a(g-I ng)x = <p(g -, ng)a(g)x.

Thus, if we define (g<p)(n) = cp(g-I ng), then gcpEX(Nh., and

a(g)Elf' = E(glf')' (gEG(ks), cpEX(NkJ

It follows that F is G-invariant. Moreover, F is defined over ks and
invariant under Gal (kJk) (see 5.2) so F is defined over k. Finally, since D c F,
there is no loss in assuming that E = F; otherwise follow x by restriction
to F.
This done, let V c gl(E) be the set of endomorphisms of E = EB Elf'

(cpEX(N)kJ which leave each of the Elf' stable. Evidently V = EBgI(Elf'). If
gEG(ks) and if VE V then, for each <pEX(N)ks,

a(g)va(g)-I Elf' = a(g)vE(g-'lf') c a(g)E(g_'lf') = Eq,.

Thus a(G) normalizes V, so we can define f3: G- GL( V) by f3(g)(v) = a(g)va(g) -I.
Since f3 is just the restriction to V of a followed by Ad on GL(E), it is a
morphism. To see that V, and hence also f3, are defined over k, take
sEGal(kJk) and VE V(k.). Then ('v)Elf'(ks)= (s.v.s-1)Elf'(ks) = svE(S-'.l(k.) =
sE(s- l)ks) = Elf'(ks). Thus V is a subspace defined over ks' and V(ks) is Gal (ks/k)
stable, so V is defined over k (see AG.14.1).

If nEN then a(n) is a multiple of the identity on each Elf" so a(n) centralizes
V, and hence f3(n) = e. Conversely, if f3(g) = e then a(g) must leave each Elf'
stable and induce a scalar multiplication in each one. (This is a simple
calculation in gl(E).) Since D c Ex it follows that a(g) leaves D stable, so gEN.
This shows that N = ker(f3), and hence that n c ker(df3).
Since f3 is the restriction to V of AdGL(E) 0 a it follows that df3 is the restriction

to V of adoda. Therefore X Eker(df3)=ad((da)(X))V = 0=(dx)(X) centralizes
V = (da)(X) leaves each Elf' stable and induces a scalar multiplication in
each one (same calculation as above)= (da)(X) leavesDc Ex stable= X En.
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§6. Homogeneous Spaces

II

Given an algebraic group G and a closed subgroup H we want to give the
coset space G/H the structure of a variety in a natural way, for example, so
that the projection n:G -+ G/H is a morphism satisfying a suitable universal
mapping property. We shall do this here for G affine. The method is to use
the results of §5 to realize G/H as the orbit of a point with isotropy group
H under a suitable action of G on a projective space. In order to verify that
this construction of G/H has the required properties we shall have to invoke
several results from algebraic geometry which are quoted in Chapter AG.
We hasten to point out that the use of the term "quotient" here is not the

categorical one, and hence it should be regarded as a provisional terminology
adjusted to our present needs.

6.1 Quotient morphisms. Let n: V -+ W be a k-morphism of k-varieties. We
say n is a quotient morphism (over k) if

(1) n is surjective and open.
(2) If V c V is open, then nO induces an isomorphism from K[n(U)] onto
the set of fEK[U] which are constant on the fibres ofnlU.

Recall from AG.8.2 that (1) implies that n is dominant.

Universal Mapping Property: Let n: V -+ W be a quotient morphism over k.
If a: V -+ Z is any morphism constant on the fibres of n then there is a unique
morphism {J: W -+ Z such that a = {J 0 n. If a is a k-morphism of k-varieties then
so also is {J.

Proof. It is clear that {J exists and is unique topologically because n is open.
It remains to show that if V is open in Z, then f ....... f 0 {J carries K[V] into
K[{3-1(U)]. But nO identifies K[{J-l(U)]=K[n(a-1U))] with the set of
hEK[a-1(U)] which are constant on the fibres of nla- 1(U). Since ao maps
K[U] into the ring of such functions in K[a-1(U)] (because a is constant on
the fibres of n) it follows indeed that {J°K[U] c K[P-l(U)]. Thus {J is a
morphism of varieties.
In the above argument {J0 was seen to be the unique map rendering the

diagram

o
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commutative. If U is k-open then so also are a-1(U) and fJ-1(U) = n(a-1(U))
(see AG.I!.3). Moreover aO and nO are defined over k, so it follows that fJo
is also defined over k.

Corollary. A bijective quotient morphism is an isomorphism.
For if n is bijective we can apply the universal mapping property to a = Iv
to obtain n - 1.

6.2 Lemma. Let n: V --+ W be a surjective open separable morphism of
irreducible varieties, and assume W is normal. Then n is a quotient
morphism.

Proof. We must verify condition (2) of the definition of quotient morphism
for each open U in V. Since nj U: U --+ n(U) inherits all of the hypotheses
made on n it suffices to treat the case U = V. Then we must show that every
fEK[V] constant on the fibres of 1[ lies in the subring nOK[W]. According
to (AG.18.2, Prop.) f is purely inseparable over 1[°K(W), so the separability
of 1[ implies that f = 1[0 f' for some f' EK(W). It remains to be shown that
f' is everywhere defined. If f' is not defined at n(x), then, because W is
normal, it follows from AG.18.3; Lem. that there is a point 1[(Y) where l/f'
is defined and vanishes. But then I/f = 1[°(11f') is defined and vanishes at y,
contrary to the fact that f EK[V].

6.3 The quotient of V by G. For the next few sections (until 6.7) we fix a
k-group G acting k-morphically on a k-variety V. An orbit map is a surjective
morphism n: V --+ W of varieties such that the fibres of 1[ are the orbits of G
in V. A quotient of V by Gover k is an orbit map 1[: V --+ W which is a quotient
morphism over k in the sense of 6.1. In particular such a n satisfies the
following:

Universal Mapping Property: If a: V --+ Z is any morphism constant on the
orbits of G there is a unique morphism fJ: W --+ Z such that a = fJ 0 n. If a is a
k-morphism of k-varieties so also is fJ.

It follows that the quotient, if it exists, is unique up to a unique k-isomorphism.
We are thus permitted to denote it by the symbol G\V. If the action is
defined so that G operates on the right on V, as with right translation in a
larger group containing G, then we shall use the symbol VIG.
In general quotients do not exist. For example, the next proposition shows
that the existence of a quotient implies that the dimensions of the orbits
cannot vary. Moreover: if an orbit map n: V --+ W exists, then the orbits ofG
in V are closed. This is because they are inverse images of points under a
morphism.

6.4 Proposition. Let n: V --+ W be a dominant orbit map and assume that W
is irreducible.
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(a) G acts transitively on the set of irreducible components of V. In particular,
if G is connected, then V is irreducible.

Assume now that the irreducible components of V are open.
(b) The orbits of G in V have constant dimension d = dim V - dim W.
(c) If W is normal then n is open.

Proof. (a) Let F and F be irreducible components of V. Since n is dominant
and W is irreducible it follows that nF and nF contain dense open sets in
W. Hence n-l(nF) = G· F' contains a non-empty, hence dense open set in
F. But G· F is the union of those irreducible components of V into which G
transforms F. In particular it is closed, so it contains F, and hence F = gF
for some gEG because F is irreducible. The stability group H of F in G
is a closed subgroup of finite index, so H contains GO (see 1.2). This
proves (a).
To prove (b) and (c) we replace V by F and G by H, and thus reduce to
the case when V is irreducible. This reduction is justifiable in view of (a) and
of the disjointness of the irreducible components of V.
Now that V is irreducible part (c) is a consequence of (b), by virtue of
AG.18.4, so it remains to prove (b). For this we use the results of AG.I0.1
on the dimension of the fibres of a morphism. The orbits are homogeneous
so all irreducible components ofan orbit have the same dimension. Moreover,
dim G(x) ~ d, with equality whenever n(x)E V, where V is some dense open
set in W.
Next consider the graph of the action ofG on V: r = {(g,x,gX)EG x V x V}.
Let D be the diagonal in V x V, put Z = r neG x D), and let p:Z~ D be the
projection. If XEV, then p-l(X,X) = {(g,x,X)lgEG, gx = x} = Gx x {(X, x)}.
Hence all irreducible components of the fibre of p over (x, x) have the same
dimension. Let Zo be an irreducible component of Z containing {e} x D, and
let Pl :20~D be the restriction of p. Then Pl is surjective, and P; lex, x) is
a non-empty union of irreducible components of p - lex, x). Thus by applying
the theorems on fibres of a morphism (AG.lO.l) to Pl we see that

dim Gx~ d' = dimZo - dimD

with equality whenever XEV', where V' is some open dense set in V.
Combining this and the above, we have, for all XE V,

d ~ dim G(x) = dim G - dim Gx ~dim G - d'.

Choosing XEV' nn-l(V), which is possible because the latter set is open
dense, we see that the inequalities become equalities, so d = dim G - d'. Hence
dim G(x) = d for all x.

Remark. Given an orbit map n:X~ Y which is a candidate for a quotient
morphism, we shall have to check that it is open. If V is open in X, then so
is G(V), and n(V) = neGeV)). From this it is elementary that the following
three conditions are equivalent: (i) n is open, (ii) the image of every G-stable
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open subset of X is open; (iii) the image of every G-stable closed subset of
X is closed.
In particular, if n is closed, then it is open.

6.5 The function field of a quotient. If U is a dense open set in V and if gEG
then 9 - 1U is also open dense, and we have the comorphism
Ag:K[g-IU]-+K[U] (where (Agf)(x)=f(g-lx». As U varies we obtain an
automorphism of the direct system of K[U]'s, and hence of their direct limit
K(V). Iff EK(V) has domain of definition U, then Agf has domain ofdefinition
gUo In this way G acts, by left translation, as a group of K-algebra
automorphisms of K(V), and we denote the fixed ring by K(V)G.

Proposition. Suppose a quotient n: V -+ W of V by G exists. Then n is a
separable morphism and nO induces an isomorphism of K(W) onto K(Vf. If V
is irreducible then, for each XE V, n° maps (Dw,1r(X) isomorphically onto
(Dv.x n K(V)G.

Proof. Since n is dominant, nO induces a monomorphism of K(W) into K(V)
whose image clearly lies in K(V)G. On the other hand, if fEK(V)G, then the
domain of definition U of I is G-stable, and I is constant on the fibres of
nj U. Hence the definition of quotient implies that f lies in the image of
nO: K[n(U)] -+ K[U].
To show that n is separable, therefore, if suffices to prove that if F is a

finite product of fields, and if H is a group of automorphisms of F, then F
is separable over E = FR. To a decomposition of E as a product of fields
corresponds a decomposition ofF which is clearly H-stable, so we can reduce
to the case when E is a field. Then H operates transitively on the factors of
F; otherwise we could separate the latter into H-orbits and this would yield
a product decomposition of FR.

If L is one of the fields into which F factors we must show that L is
separable over E. But the remarks above imply that E =LH' where H' is the
stability group ofLin H. Hence the desired separability follows from AG.2.4.

If V is irreducible, then the field K( V) contains all the local rings (Dv,x(XE V).
Identifying K(W) with K(V)G, we have (Dw.1r(X) c (Dv,xnK(V)G, and the
map no: (Dw,1r(X) -+ (Dv,x is just the inclusion. It remains to show that every
fE(Dv,xnK(V)G = (Dv,xnK(W) lies in (Dw,1r(X)' If U is an open neighborhood
of x on which f is defined, then the definition of a quotient implies that, as
an element of K[U], f lies in nOK[n(U)]. In particular, as a rational function
on W,j is defined at n(x), i.e. f E(Dw,1r(x)'

6.6 Proposition. Suppose n: V -+ W is a separable orbit map, and assume that
W is normal and that the irreducible components of V are open. Then (W, n)
is the quotient of V by G.

Proof. We can easily reduce to the case when W is connected, and hence
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(being normal) irreducible. Then it foHows from 6.4(c) that n is open, and
from 6.4(a), that G operates transitively on the components of V. Since these
components are disjoint we can replace V by one of them and G by its
stability group, and retain all of our hypotheses. Thus we see that it suffices
to prove the proposition when V is also irreducible. But then the fact that
n is a quotient morphism foHows from Lemma 6.2.

Corollary. Let Gl> Gz be k-groups, and VI' Vz k-varieties. Assume that Gi
operates k-morphically on Vi and that VjGi exists and is normal (i = 1,2). Then
(VI x VZ)/(G I x Gz)exists and is canonically isomorphic to (VI/G i ) x (Vz/G z).
The product VI/G t x Vz/G z is normal (AG.18.1). The projections Vi ..... VjGi

are separable 6.5, hence their product is AG.17.3, Cor. The fibres of the latter
map are the orbits of G1 X Gz; we may then apply the proposition.

6.7 Proposition. Suppose XE V(k), and let n:G..... G(x) be the k-morphism
gr->g" x. Then G(x) is a smooth variety defined over k and locally closed in V.
Moreover n is an orbit map for the action ofGx on G by right translation. The
following conditions are equivalent:

(a) n is a quotient of G by Gx'
(b) n is separable, i.e. (dn).:L(G) ..... T(G(x»x is surjective.
(c) The kernel of (dn). is contained in L(GJ. When these conditions hold Gx
is defined over k, and hence n is a quotient of G by Gx over k.

Proof. The first assertion foHows from 1.8, and the second one is obvious.
In view of the homogeneity of G and of G(x) the interpretation of

separability given in (b) is justified by AG.17.3. We obtain (a)=(b) from 6.5
and (b) = (a) from 6.6. Since dim G = dim Gx + dim G(x), and since the tangent
spaces to a smooth variety have the same dimension as the variety, the
equivalence of(b) and (c) foHows from the obvious inclusion L(GJ c ker(dn)•.

If n is separable, then it foHows from (AG.13.2) that there is a dense open
set W c G(x) such that, if WEW(k,), the fibre n-I(w) has a dense set of separable
points. Since W contains a separable point (AG. 13.3) w, we can translate w
to deduce the corresponding property for every separable point of G(x). Since
x is rational over k, it follows that Gx = n - l(X) has a dense and Galois stable
set of separable points, so (AG.14.4) Gx is defined over k.

Remark. The above argument shows that the kernel of a separable
k-morphism of k-groups is defined over k.

6.8 Theorem. Let G be an affine k-group and let H be a closed subgroup
defined over k. Then the quotient n:G ..... G/H exists over k, and G/H is a smooth
quasi-projective variety. If H is a normal subgroup ofG, then G/H is an affine
k-group and n is a k-morphism of k-groups.

Proof. Theorem 5.1 gives us a k-rational representation rx: G ..... GL(E) and a
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line D in E defined over k such that

H = {gEGlo:(g)D = D}, ~ = {X E9IdIX(X)D cD}.

Let q:E - {O} ...... P denote the projection onto the projective space P = P(E)
oflines in E, and let x = q(D - {O} )EP(k). Via IX, we have a k-morphic action
of G on P, and we propose to construct GIH from the orbit map n:G ...... G(x),
n(g) = gx. Since H is the isotropy group of x, clearly, it remains only to show,
thanks to 6.7, that ker(dn)e = ~.

Choose v # 0 in D and define f3: G ...... E - {O} by f3(g) = IX(g)v. Then n = qo f3
and (df3).(X) = (dIX)(X)V, where, as usual, we identify T(E - {O})v = T(E)v with
E. Therefore, since ~ = (df3); 1(D), the fact that ker(dn). = ~ follows from the
fact that the kernel of (dq)v: T(E - {O})v ...... T(P)q(v) is just D.
Finally, if H is a normal subgroup of G, then Theorem 5.6 permits us to

choose IX: G ......GL(E) above so that H = ker(IX) and ~ = ker(d<x). It then follows
from 1.4 that G' = IX(G) is a closed subgroup of GL(E) defined over k. Letting
G act, via IX, by left translation on GL(E), we can view n:G ...... G', n(g)=IX(g)
( = IX(g)e) as the orbit map onto the orbit of e. Since ker(dn). = ~ and since
H is the stability group of e under the above action, it follows again from
6.7 that n is the quotient of G by H. This completes the proofofthe theorem.

Caution. Even though G -+ GIH is a surjective k-morphism, it is not true in
general that G(k) -+ (GIH)(k) is surjective. This is true if k = ks' and a general
study of this problem leads to questions in Galois cohomology which will
not be discussed here, (see e.g. [30]).

6.9 Corollary. (a) Let IX: G -+ G' be a morphism of algebraic groups. If G is
affine, so is 0:(G).

(b) Assume G to be unipotent. Then every homogeneous space ofG is an affine
variety.

Proof. (a) Let N = ker(IX). Then IX induces a bijective morphism f3:GIN -+IX(G)
and we know that GIN is affine. Then it follows from AG. 18.3 that IX(G) is
affine.

(b) Let V be a homogeneous space of G and H an isotropy group. Again,
by AG.18.3, it suffices to show that GIH is affine. Let G -+ GL(E), DeE be
as in 5.1. Since H is unipotent, too, everyone-dimensional representation of
H is trivial, hence D is pointwise fixed under D. If dED - {O}, then the orbit
map gt-+g'd yields an isomorphism of GIH onto G·d. But the latter is closed
by 4.10 applied to the action of G on E, hence is affine.

6.10 Corollary. Let G be an affine k-group acting k-morphical/y on a k-variety
V, and let N be a closed normal subgroup of G defined ove,. k.

(1) If VIN exists over k and is a normal variety, then GIN acts k-morphically
on VIN (in the natural way). In particular, if N acts trivially on V, then
GIN acts k-morphically on V.
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(2) If; moreover, VIG exists and is a normal variety then the quotient oj VIN
by GIN exists and is canonically isomorphic to VIG.

Proof. Let a:G x V-+ V be the action and let n: V -+ VIN and p:G-+GIN be
the quotient morphisms. Using the corollary to 6.6, we see that the vertical
arrows in the commutative diagram

G x V d • V

'Gni 1.
G x (VIN) L_-+ VIN

j /'
p x IWIN) ///

// {J
/

(GIN) x (VIN(

are quotient morphisms.
Now we can fill the diagram with a' and then pusing the universal mapping

property 6.1 for quotients. The k-action of GIN on VIN is then given by p.
In case N acts trivially on V we have V= VIN, so this proves (I).
For part (2) let nc: V -+ VIG be the quotient. The universal mapping

property for n gives us a n' making the triangle

·I~
VIN -----;---- ..... VIG

"
commutative. Clearly n' is an orbit map for the action of GIN on VIN. Since
nc = n' on is separable so also is n'. Hence 6.6 implies that n' is a quotient,
because VIG is normal.

6.11 Corollary. Let G be an affine k-group and let N c M be closed subgroups
olG defined over k such that N is normal in M. Then MIN acts k-morphically
on GIN, the quotient exists and is isomorphic to GIM. For each point xEGIN
the orbit map Ox is an isomorphism oj MIN onto x·(MIN). If M and N are
normal subgroups of G , these varieties are isomorphic as k-groups.

Proof. To prove the first assertion we replace (V, G, N) in 6.10 by (G,M, N)
with M acting via right translations. Then N acts trivially on GIN and we
get by 6.10 a k-morphic action of MIN on GIN. Its fibres are the images of
the left cosets g'M in GIN, hence the fibres of GIN -+ GIM and the first
assertion follows. Clearly this action is free (1.8). But, since ml--+g'm is
an isomorphism of M onto g'M in G, it follows that the differential of Ox is
surjective hence Ox is an isomorphism. The last assertion is clear.
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6.12 Proposition. Let G be an affine k-group, and let M and N be closed
subgroups defined over k. Let n: G - GIN be the quotient morphism.
Then L(M) n L(N) = L(M n N) if and only if n induces a separable morphism
n': M - n(M). In this case M n N is defined over k.
As an immediate consequence we have:

Corollary. If char(k) = 0 then L(M)nL(N) = L(M n N) and M n N is defined
over k.

Proof. n' isjust the map of M onto the M-orbit ofn(e)EGIN, and the stability
group of n(e) in M is M n N. Moreover, ker(dn'L = L(M)n kcr(dn)e = L(M)n
L(N), so the proposition follows from 6.7.

6.13 Proposition. Let G, G' be k-groups andf: G - G' a surjective k-morphism.
Let H' be a k-subgroup of G' such that g' = df(g) + I)'. Then H = f - l(H') is
defined over k and f induces a k-isomorphism of GIH onto G'lH'.
Let n' :G' - G'IH' be the canonical projection. kerdn' = ~', therefore d(n' 0 f)

is surjective and n'of:G-G'IH' ise separable. Then H==f- 1 (n'(H')) is
defined over k. The map f induces a bijective k-morphism f':GIH - G'jH'.
The assumption implies that df' is surjective, hencef' is an k-isomorphism.

6.14 Remarks on Local Cross-Sections. Let G act k-morphically and freely
(see 1.8) on the k-variety V and assume there is an orbit map n: V - W
defined over k on a k-variety W. A (morphic) local cross-seeton over k for
n is a k-morphism a: V - V where V is k-open in W, such that noa = Id. In
that case, let,:G x V - V be the map (g, u)l--+g· a(u). It is bijective k-morphism
of G x V onto n- 1(V).

Lemma. Let V, 0'" be as above.

(i) The action ofG on n-1(V) is principal ifand only if, is an isomorphism.
(ii) If V and n- 1(V) are normal, then, is an isomorphism.

Proof. (i) We have, in the notation of 1.8, ,-I(x)=(g(a(n(x)),x),n(x)) hence
,- 1 is k-morphic if and only if g(x, y) is k-morphic on the graph of the action
of G on n-1(V), i.e. if and only if the action is principal.
(ii) The simple points xEn-1(V) such that n(x) is simple form an non-empty
open set. If x is one, then the unique intersection point of a(V) and G·x is
also one. Assume then that yE V is simple on Wand x = a(y) is simple on
V. The relation noa = Id. shows that day is injective and dnx is surjective.
This will then also be true if we replace x by g' x for any gEG. Since dn
annihilates the tangent space to G· x at g' x it follows that d'(9,y) is an
isomorphism. That, is an isomorphism then follows from AG.17.3, 18.2.

If, is an isomorphism then the fibration n is said to be trivial over V. It
is locally trivial if W is covered by such V's. In this case, the action of G is
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not only free, but also principal, by the lemma. The latter also shows that
if V and Ware normal, and W is covered by the domains of local
cross-sections, then the action is principal.

It is clear that if W is covered by k-open subsets over each of which the
map n admits a k-morphic cross-section, then n(k): V(k) --+ W(k) is
surjective. This is in particular so if the fibration n is locally trivial over k,
hence principal. Note however that a principal action is not always locally
trivial, even in the case ofa closed subgroup acting by left or right translations
on a group.
As a simple example, let V = GLn, W = GL1 and n be defined by

n(v) = (det vf. Let k = lR Then n(V(k» consists of strictly positive numbers,
hence n(k) is not surjective. A fortiori, the fibration is not locally trivial over
lR In fact, it is neither over <C because G = ker n consists of two connected
components (elements of determinant ± 1) and if there were a cross section
over an open set U c W, then n-1(U) would not be irreducible. This is to
be contrasted with the fact that the fibration of a real Lie group by a closed
subgroup is always locally trivial; but there, the neighborhoods are with
respect to the ordinary manifold topology, whereas we deal here with
Zariski-open subsets (and algebraic maps).
However, if G is a k-group and H a closed subgroup, then every YEG/H

has a neighborhood U admiting an etale covering over which the induced
fibration becomes trivial, a fact which has led Serre to introduce the notion
of locally isotrivial fibrations [32].

6.15 Proposition. Let G be ajinite k-group and Van affine k-variety on which
G operates k-morphically. Then V /G exists over k.

Proof. Let qJEK[V]. Then qJ annihilates the polynomial fl(T-g(qJ», the
y

coefficients of which are in K[V]G, therefore qJ is integral over K[V]G. Since
K[V] is finitely generated, so is K[V]G (d. [11],5, 1.9, Thm. 2). Let Y be the
affine variety with coordinate ring K[V]G and n the morphism associated
to the inclusion nO:K[V]G c:.... K[G]. It is surjective (AG.3.6) and constant
on the orbits of G. Let now x, yEV be on different orbits. There exists qJEK[V]
which is zero on x and 1 on G·y. Then flg(qJ) is zero on G·x and one on

9

G·y. As consequence, K[V]G separates the orbits of G and the fibres of n
are the orbits of G, i.e. n is an orbit map. The map n is closed because K[V]
is integral over K[ Y] (AG.3.6). It is therefore also open (6.4).
Let now fEK(V)G. We want to show that f is in the quotient ring of

K[Y] = K[V]G. More precisely, we claim:
(*) Assume thatfis defined at VEV. Then there exist a,bEK[V]G such that

b is a non-divisor of zero, b(v) # 0 and f = a/b.
The function f is defined at all points of G·v. For every g, there exists a
non-divisor of zero bgEK[V] such that .l·bgEK[V] and bg(gv) # O. We can
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then write G·v as a disjoint union of subsets A j (j= 1, ... ,m) and find a
regular function bj which does not vanish on A j , but is zero on A k (k > j).
Then a suitable linear combination bo of the bj will be non-divisor of zero
and not vanish at any point of G·v. Consequently, the product b of the g(bo)

is non-divisor of zero, which does not vanish at any point ofG·v and belongs
to K[V]G. This proves (*).
Therefore K(Y), which is by definition the full quotient ring of K[Y], is

equal to K( V)G. This implies that n is separable (AG.2.5). In order to prove that
n is a quotient morphism, there remains to check condition (2) of 6.1. Let
U c V be open (non-empty) and fEK[U], which is constant on the inter­
sections of U with the orbits of G. We have to show that f EnO(K[n(U)]).
The condition on f implies that the function gU) defined on g( U) by
gf(x) = f(g-I. x) coincides with f on U ngU and it follows easily that we
may use the g(f) to extend f to a regular function on the union of the g(U).
We may assume therefore that U is G-stable. The functionf belongs to K(G)G,
which is K(n(G». It suffices to show that, viewed as an element of the latter,
it is defined on n(U). But this follows from (*), applied to the restriction of
n to G.
The space K[V] is the union of G-invariant finite dimensional subspaces
defined over k (1.9). Let E be one. Then EG is defined over k" since all points
of G are rational over ks. The space EG(ks) is also invariant under Gal(kslk),
therefore it is defined over k. It follows that K[ V] has a k-structure. Therefore
V IG and n are defined over k.

6.16 Categorical Quotients. Let V be a k-variety on which G acts
k-morphically. A categorical quotient (over k) of V by G is a pair (n, W)
consisting of a k-variety Wand a surjective k-morphism n: V -> W, constant
on the orbits of G and having the following universal property:

(CQ) If 0": V -> Z is a k-morphism constant on the orbits of G, then there
exists a k-morphism T: W -> Z such that 0" = Ton.

It is obvious that, if it exists, a categorical quotient is unique up to a
unique isomorphism, which is defined over k. In [22] a quotient in the sense
used so far here, is called geometric. We shall use this terminology in this
subsection, but then drop again the adjective geometric. It is clear that a
geometric quotient is categorical, but it may happen that a categorical
quotient exists when a geometric one does not, e.g. when orbits are not all
closed (an example will be given in 8.21).
There is an obvious transitivity for this notion, analogous to 6. t O. Let N
be a closed normal k-subgroup of G. Assume that the categorical quotient
V' of V by N exists and is normal. Then the natural action of GIN on V'is
k-morphic (6.10). Assume that the categorical quotient V" of V' by GIN
exists. Then the categorical quotient of V by G exists and is equal to V".
This follows immediately from the definition. The assumption of normality
was only used to insure that GIN operate k-morphically on V', but it can
be dispensed with (see the Bibliographical Note).
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Proposition. Let X be a k-variety on which G acts k-morphically and n:X -> Y
a k-morphism of X into a k-variety Y, which is constant along the G-orbits.
Assume

(a) n is sUijective.
(b) Given V open in Y, nOK[VJ is the ring ofG-invariant regular functions on

n-1V.

(c) If F is closed G-invariant subspace of X, then n(F) is closed. If (Fi) (iEI)
is a collection ofclosed G-invariant subspaces ofX, then n(nFJ = nn(FJ

Then Y is a categorical quotient over k of X by G.

Proof. Note first that (b) implies that the G-invariant regular functions on
n -l(V) are constant on the fibres of n and separate them.
Let 0': X -> Z be a k-morphism of X into a k-variety Z, which is constant

on the G-orbits. Choose a finite open affine cover (Vi) (iEI) of Z. We prove
first that there is an open cover (Vi) (iEI) of Y such that n- 1(VJcO'-l(Vi )

for all iEI. Let F i= X - n-1(VJ It is closed and G-invariant, hence, by (c),
n(F;) is closed and Vi = Y - n(F;) is open. Obviously, n- 1(Vi) C O'-l(VJ
Moreover, {O'-l(VJ} is a cover of X, therefore nFi =¢. By (c), nn(Fi)=¢,
and {V;} is indeed an open cover of Y. Fix i, forfEK[VJ, we have by (b)

(1) O'°fln-lVicnOK[VJ

therefore f is constant along the fibres of n IVi' Since the elements of K[VJ
separate the points of Vi and i is arbitrary, we see that 0' is constant along
the fibres of n. There exists therefore a map 0": Y ->Z such that 0' = O"on.
Then, for f as before, (1) shows that

nO(O"0.f) In -1 Vi = nOcp (cpEK[VJ),

whence 0"0 f IVi = qJ, which shows that 0" is a morphism. Similarly, iffEk[VJ,
then O"fl ViEk[VJ, hence 0" is defined over k, and the proposition is proved.

Remark. It follows from (a) and (c) that a subset V c Y is closed (resp. open)
if and only if n -l(V) is closed (resp. open). In view of (a), it suffices to show
this for V closed. If V is closed, then n-1(V) is closed. Suppose the latter.
Since n- 1(V) is G-invariant, n(n- 1V) is closed by (c). But V = n(n- 1V) by (a).

Bibliographical Note

6.10 is valid without assuming VIN and VIG to be normal (see [27, Prop.
2J). Similarly, it follows from Lemma 3 and Prop. 2 of [27J that the Cor.
of 6.7 is true also if VJG i is not normal (i = 1,2). However, these facts will
not be needed in this book.
Theorem 6.8 is proved here for affine groups. It remains true however if
affine k-groups is replaced by algebraic k-groups: the existence of a quotient
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k-structure on G/H was proved by M. Rosenlicht [25] for k algebraically
closed and by Weil [34] in general; the fact that G/H is quasi-projective is
due to W.L. Chow (Algebraic Geometry and Topology, a Symposium in
honor of S. Lefschetz, Princeton Univ. Press 1957, 122-128).
6.15 is proved in [22: III, §12]. See also [32: III, §12]. In both references it

is pointed out that the proof extends to a general variety V provided that
every orbit of G is contained in an open affine subset, a condition which is
fulfilled if V is quasi-projective, but not always otherwise.
For a discussion of geometric and categorical quotients of schemes by

group schemes, see [22]. Proposition 6.16 is Remark (6), p. 8 there.

§7. Algebraic Groups In Characteristic Zero

In this section it is assumed that char(k) =0 and G is an affine k-group G.
Our aim is to obtain some basic results of Chevalley [12a] on the algebraic
Lie algebras l) in 9 = L(G), i.e. on those of the form l) = L(H) for some closed
subgroup H of G.

7.1 The operators s# and a. Recall (6.12) that, ifH and N are closed subgroups
ofG then

(1) L(H nN) = L(H)nL(N).

It follows that ifH is connected then

(2) HeN<:>L(H) c L(N).

In analogy with the notion of group closure in §2, we associate to a subset
M of L(G) the intersection of all closed subgroups H ofG such that M c L(H),
to be denoted d(M). It is connected, and by 7.1, is the smallest closed
subgroup of G whose Lie algebra contains M; its Lie algebra,

a(M) = L(d(M)),

is therefore the smallest algebraic Lie algebra in 9 containing M.
We can of course define d(M) in non-zero characteristic but then L(d(M))

does not necessarily contain M, in fact may be zero even if M is not, and
this notion seems uninteresting in that case.

7.2 Proposition. Let n:G~ G' be a surjective morphism ofalgebraic groups, and
let Me L(G). Then

n(d(M)) = d(dn(M)) and dn(a(M)) = a(dn(M)).

Proof. If H is a closed subgroup of G, then, since we are in characteristic
zero, n:H~ n(H) is separable, and therefore dn(L(H)) = L(n(H)).

It follows from 6.7 that, under dn, both the images and inverse images of
algebraic Lie algebras are algebraic. In particular dn(a(M)) is an algebraic
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and

Lie algebra containing dn(M), and hence a(dn(M)). The reverse inclusion
follows since dn-1(a(dn(M))) is an algebraic Lie algebra containing M, and
hence a(M).
Now n(s<1(M)) and d(dn(M)) are connected subgroups of G' with the same

Lie algebra, and hence they are equal (see 7.1).

7.3 The structure of d(X) for X Egl( V).
(1) X is nilpotent, ;=O. Define IX: G a-+ G = GL(V) by

a(t) = exp(tX) = I, (n!)(tX)".
n;;;O

Since X is nilpotent, a is a polynomial map, and it is clearly a homomorphism.
The minimal polynomial of X is a monomial, so it follows that the non-zero
powers of X are linearly independent. Since X ;= 0 this implies a is injective.
Hence a induces an isomorphism G u ~ a(Ga) = H of algebraic groups, because
we are in characteristic zero. Since da: L(Ga) -+ gl(V) is the map t1-+ t· X, we
conclude that H = d(X), for dimension reasons. Therefore

d(X)~Ga'

(2) X =diag(x1, ... ,Xn)EL(Dn).
This case is included for completeness, though it will not be needed

elsewhere.
We shall invoke here some elementary results on tori to be proved below in

§8. In particular we shall see in 8.2 that H = d(X) is the intersection of ker l. for
all characters XEX(Dn) such that X(H) = 1, and the latter condition is equivalent
to: dX(L(H)) = O. If x(diag(t 1" .. , tn)) = t7 1

••• y;" then dx(diag(s1"'" Sn)) =
Lmjsi , where we identify L(Dn) with the diagonal matrices in gin' Thus, if

L = {(mJEznILmjxi = O}
then

d(X) = {diag(t1, ... , tn)IIl t~i = 1 for all (mj)EL}

a(X) = {diag(sl"",sn)lI,mjsi=O for all (mJEL}.

(3) If X = X s + X n is the Jordan decomposition of X, then

.W'(X) = d(Xs)'d(Xn) and a(X) = a(Xs) + a(Xn).

This is clear, and, in fact, these products and sums are direct. In view of (1)
and (2), we now have the structure of d(X) in general.

Remark. As a group analogue of (1), we have: ifuEGL(V) is unipotent and ;= I,
then d(u) ~ Ga. To see this, write x = I - u. This is a nilpotent transformation;
hence X = log u = I, i- 1( - Xli is a polynomial in x, with 0 as constant term,

i>O

and is therefore nilpotent, too. By (1), d(X) is isomorphic to G a and contains
u = exp X, hence d(u) c d(X). But u has infinite order, and therefore
dim d(u) ~ 1, whence d(u) = d(X).
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7.4 Lemma. Let n:G -+ GL(E) be a rational representation, and-let N c M be
vector subspaces of E. Put

H = {gEGln(g)N = N, n(g)M = M, n(g)M/N = e}.
Then

L(H) = tr(M,N) = {XEgldn(X)M eN}.

In particular, tr(M, N) is an algebraic Lie algebra.

Proof. Clearly b = tr(M, N) is a Lie algebra containing L(H). Conversely,
supposing X Eb, it suffices to show that J3f(X) c H. Since n(J3f(X)) = J3f(dn(X))
(by 7.2) we may replace G by n(G). Since X s and X n are polynomials in X
without constant term, it follows that X s , XnEb along with X, so we are
reduced to the cases X = X s and X = X n •

If X = X n then (see 7.3 (1)) J3f(X) = {exp(tX)}, which clearly lies in H. If
X = X s we may assume X is diagonalized with respect to a basis el ,e2 , ••.

such that el, ... ,en span N, el, ... ,em span M, and en+l, ... ,em span
M' c ker(X). It is then clear that J3f(X) lies in the group of diagonal matrices
diag(d l ,···, dm,···) for which dn+1= ... = dm = 1. Evidently these matrices
belong to H. Q.E.D.

7.5 Proposition. Let (Hi)i€1 be afamily ofclosed smooth irreducible subvarieties
of G such that, for each iEI, eEHi, and Hi-I = Hj for some j. Let H be the
subgroup generated by the H;'s. Then H is closed and ~ = L(H) is spanned by
the vector spaces

Proof. According to 2.2, H is closed, and there is a finite sequence if> ... , is in
I such that the product map p: W = Hi, X ... X His -+ H is surjective. We shall
change notation now and write H j in place ofHi} (1 ~j ~ s). Since p is separable
(char 0) it follows that, for some W = (WI"'" Ws)E W, (df)w: T(W)w -+ T(H)v
is surjective, where v = p(w) = WI'" W s'

We now introduce Vj = WI ... Wj' H~ = wj-
IHj, and Hj = v/I~Vj-l, (1 ~ j ~ s).

Define tl: W' = H'l X ... x H: -+ W by tl(x 1, , xs) = (W1X 1, ... , wsxs), and put
p= Int(vd x ... x Int(vs ):W' -+ WI! = H'~ X x H;. We claim that the
rectangle

W"---r----+· H

is commutative, where p" is the product map. In fact,
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(because vj-_\ Vj= wj(1 ~ j ~ s) and Vs = v); hence

p" f3(x t, ... , xs ) = (pex(x 1 , .•• , x,)v- 1 .

Writing e also for (e, ... ,e)E W', we have ex(e) = w. Since ex and Pv-1 are
isomorphisms of varieties, and since (dp)w is surjective, it follows that the
differential,

d(p" 0 f3)e: T( W)e --+ T(H)e = l),

of p"of3=Pv-'op o ex at e is also surjective. If X=(X 1, ... ,Xs)ET(W')e' then
d(p" 0 f3)e(X) = :Ld(Int(v))e(X) = :LAd (v)(X). Thus l) = :LAd(v)T(Hj)e' Since
vjEH and since Hj= wi1'Hj, with wjEHj, the proposition is proved.

7.6 Theorem. In 7.5, suppose that each Hi is a closed subgroup ofG, with Lie
algebra l)j. Then l) is spanned, as a vector space, by the spaces
Ad(h)(l)J(hEH; iEI), and it is generated, as a Lie algebra, by the l)j (iEI).

Proof. If xEH j then, since Hi is a group, X-I H j = H j , so T(x- tHJe = l);.
Hence the first assertion is just 7.5.
Let M be the Lie subalgebra generated by the 1)j(iEI). We must show that

the inclusion Me 1) is an equality. Thanks to the conclusion above it will
suffice to show that M is stable under Ad (H), i.e. that H c..¥G(M) = Tr(M,M).
Since the latter is a group, it suffices to show that it contains each Hi' But
H j is connected, so the latter follows if we show that l)i c L(Tr(M, M».
According to 7.4 (applied to Ad, with M = N) we have L(Tr(M, M» =
tr(M,M). Since M is a Lie algebra containing Di we have [l);, M] c M. Q.E.D.

7.7 Corollary. The following conditions on a Lie subalgebra I) of 9 are
equivalent:

(1) l) is algebraic.
(2) If X El) then a(X) c D.
(3) l) is spanned by algebraic Lie algebras.
(4) l) is generated as a Lie algebra by algebraic Lie algebras.

The implications (1)=>(2)=>(3)=>(4) are clear, and (4)=>(1) follows Im­
mediately from 7.6.

7.8 Proposition. Let H = (M, N), where M and N are closed connected normal
subgroups ofG. Then D= em, n], where I), m, n are the Lie algebras ofH, M, N.

Proof. For x,yEG write

cAy) = c~(x) = (x,y) = xyx-ty-l.

Then H is generated by the sets Ha= ca(N) and H~ = c~(N) = H a- 1 where
a varies over M. These sets satisfy the hypotheses of 7.5 because N is a
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connected closed subgroup. Hence l) is spanned by subspaces of the form

Ad(h)T(ca(b)-l Ha)e and Ad(h)T(c~(b)-1H~)e'

for hEH, aEM, bEN.
The inclusion Em, n] c l) follows from 3.12, and the invariance of Em, n]
under Ad(G) follows from the normality of M and N. Thus, it remains to
show that, for aEM and bEN, we have

T(ca(b)-l Ha)e, T(c~(b)-l H~)e c Em, nl
Consider f:N -. G defined by f(x) = ca(b)-lca(bx) Then fee) = e and

(df)in) = T(ca(b)-lciN))e' clearly. Explicitly,

f(x) = bab-1a-1abxa-1(bx)-1 = baxa-1b -lbx-1b- 1

f(x) = (ba)· x·(ba)-l·bx- 1b- 1•

Thus (df)e = Ad(ba) - Ad(b) = Ad (b)(Ad(a) - 1). Since Ad(b) leaves Em, n]
stable it will suffice to show that

(Ad(a) - l)(n) c Em, n] for aEM.

(The case of C~(b)-IC~(N) follows from similar arguments which we omit.)
Let n:g -. g' = g/[m, n] be the natural projection. Fix X En and define

a:M-.g' by a(a)=n((Ad(a)-l)(X)). We must show that a=O.
Since Em, n] is stable under Ad G, the quotient g' is also a G-module. For

a, a'EM we have Ad(aa') -1 = Ad (a)(Ad(a') -1) + (Ad(a) -1), from which
it follows thata(aa') = Ad(a)a(a') + a(a). This implies that P = {aEM[a(a) = O}
is a closed subgroup of M, and that a(aP) = a(a) for all aEM. Hence a can
be factored through the quotient:

M CI. g'

~ f
M/P

where {3 is the quotient morphism. Since y is injective, it is an isomorphism
of M/P onto its image (char 0). Since a(M) = M/P is connected we can show
it is a single point by proving that (da)e = O.
We have a = no1J where 1J(a) = (Ad (a) - l)(X) so (da)e = (dn)oo(d1J)e = n o(d1J)e.

(Since n is linear (dn)o = n.) Now using 3.9(2), we get (d1J)e( Y) = ad( Y)(X) =
[Y, X], so (d1J)e(m) = Em, X] c Em, nl Thus indeed n o(d1J)e(m) = O. Q.E.D.

7.9 Corollary. Let l) be a Lie subalgebra of g. Then [g, g] = [o(g),o(g)], and
is an algebraic Lie algebra.

Proof. g c tIel), [I), l)]), clearly, and the latter is algebraic, by (7.4). Therefore
o(g) c tr(I), [l), l)]), i.e. [0(1»), l)] c [g, l)]. Therefore g c tr(o(l)), [l), 1)]), so again
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we see that a(I)) c tr(a(~), [~, ~J), i.e. [a(~), a(~)J c [~, H The opposite
inclusion is obvious.

It follows from 7.8 that [a(I)), a(~)J is the Lie algebra of (d(~), d(~)), and
this shows that [~, ~J is algebraic.

Bibliographical Note

Linear algebraic groups over <C were studied around the end of the XIX-th
century by Maurer in a series of papers (see notably Sitz.-Ber. Bayer. Akad.
24 (1894)). One of his main results is the fact that such a group is a ra­
tional variety. Later, E. Cartan [CO R. Acad. Sci. Paris 120 (1895), 544-548J
announced some further results on algebraic groups, notably Cor. 7.9 above,
but never published the proofs. The topic then fell into oblivion. It was
revived by Chevalley-Tuan and then by Chevalley [12J, The main results of
this paragraph, in particular 7,6 to 7.9, are all proved in [12(a)]. The main tool
of Chevalley is a formal exponential, which allows him to set up an analogue
of the familiar correspondence between Lie algebras and Lie groups of Lie
group theory. Because of this, he had to restrict himself to groundfields of
characteristic zero. Here, we could dispense with this notion by using the
structure of variety of the quotient space G/H of an algebraic group by a
closed subgroup, and the separability of morphisms in characteristic zero.
The latter fact was of course also used in [12J, so that the main point is
really the possibility of viewing G/H as an algebraic variety. To see this
illustrated concretely, the reader may compare the proof of 7.1(2) given here
with that of [12(a), p. 157].



Chapter III

Solvable Groups

In this chapter, all algebraic groups are affine, unless the contrary is explicitly
allowed. G is a k-group.

§8. Diagonalizable Groups and Tori

8.1 Lemma. Let H be an abstract group, and let X denote the set of homo­
morphisms H -+ K*. Then X is linearly independent as a set offunctions from
H to K.

Proof. If not, let n > 0 be minimal such that there exist linearly dependent
Xl'"'' XnEX; say

f=(.2:: rJ.iXi)+Xn=O.
'<n

Choose hoEH such that Xn(hoh~Xl (ho) (clearly n> 1). Then, for all hEH,

0= f(hoh) - Xn(ho)f(h) = 2:: rJ.,{Xi(ho) - Xn(ho))Xi(h).
i<n

This is a non-trivial dependence relation with strictly less than n terms,
contradicting the minimality of n.

8.2 Diagonalizable groups. Let A = K[G]. Then the character group X(G) is
a subset of A. We call G diagonalizable if X(G) spans A (as K-module). If,
further, X(G)k spans A, then we shall say G is split over k. Since A = K@Ak

k

the latter condition is equivalent to X(Gh spanning A k= kEG], as a k-module.

Proposition. Assume Y c X(Gh spans A k. Then:

(a) Y = X(G). In particular all characters of G are rational over k.
(b) A k= k[X(G)], the group algebra of the finitely generated abelian group
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X(G). Moreover the Hopfalgebra structure on Ak is induced by the diagonal
map X(G) ----> X(G) x X(G) and the inverse map X(G) ----> X(G).

(c) IfH is a closed subgroup ofG, then H is a diagonalizable group defined and
split over k, and H is defined by character equations (i.e. as the intersection
ofkernels ofcharacters) in G. Moreover, every character on H extends to a
character on G.

(d) If n:G ----> GLn is a k-rational representation, then n(G) is conjugate over
k to a subgroup of On' In particular G is k-isomorphic to a closed subgroup
of On'

Proof. (a) follows immediately from 8.1 applied to X(G) c A. Moreover 8.1
implies that X(G) is linearly independent over k so that A k is, indeed, the
group algebra of X(G). The description of the Hopf algebra structure follows
directly from the definitions. For example, the diagonal is the comorphism
of G x G ----> G, and the restriction of this comorphism to characters
X(G)---->X(G x G) = X(G) x X(G), is easily seen to be the diagonal map of
X(G). Since Ak is a finitely generated k-algebra it follows easily that X(G)
must be a finitely generated abelian group. This proves (b).
To prove (c) we first note that B = K[H] is a residue class ring of A, and

hence B is spanned by the image of X(G). The latter elements are the
restrictions to H of characters on G so it follows that H is diagonalizable,
and therefore B = K[X(H)]. Since p: A ----> B is surjective and sends X(G) to
X(H) it follows that p is just the group algebra homomorphism induced by
a surjection X(G) ----> X(H). Since X(G) = X(G)k it follows that H is defined by
character equations over k, and that X(H) = X(Hh. This proves (c).
(d) A generating set of X(G) gives an injective morphism of G into (GL1)d

for some d, so G is a commutative group of semi-simple elements. It follows
therefore, from 4.6, that for any rational linear representation n:G ----> GL(V),
n(G) is diagonalizable. The diagonal entries are then characters of G. Now
suppose n is defined over k. Then, since each XEX(G) is defined over k, the
eigenspace Vl. = {xEVlntg)x = X(g)x, VgEG} is also defined over k (see 5.2).
Thus n(G) is diagonalizable in GL(V) over k. In case n is immersive this
yields a k-isomorphism of G with a closed subgroup ofOn' and the existence
of a k-rational immersive n is confirmed by 1.10. Q.E.D.

Corollary. Let G be diagonalizable. Then G splits over k if and only if
X(G) = X(G)k' For any gEG,

.91(g) = {hEGlx(g)= 1=>X(h) = 1 for all XEX(G)}.

The Lie algebra of G consists of semi-simple elements.

Example. Assume k = <Q, and let m> 2 be an integer. Let 11m denote the
kernel of xt--+xm in GL1 . Thus I1m(k') is the group of mth roots of unity in k'
for any k-algebra k'. The definition makes it clear that 11m is a diagonalizable
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k-group split over k. Explicitly, k[,um] = k[t] = k[T]j(Tm- I). Moreover
X(,um) = {1,t, ... ,tm- 1

}.

Let n:,um --+ GLn be a faithful rational representation defined over k. Then
the Proposition above guarantees that n(,um) is conjugate, over k, to a diagonal
group. At first sight this appears unreasonable, since k does not contain the
eigenvalues of a generator, x, of n(,um)' The point is that xeGLn will not be
in GLn(k), even though n is defined over k, but x can nevertheless be
diagonalized by conjugation by an element of GLn(k).

8.3 Corollary. The contravariant functor Gr--+X(G) is fully faithful (see proof
for definition)from the category ofdiagonalizable groups split over k and their
morphisms as algebraic groups to the category offinitely generated Z-modules.
In particular, all morphisms between such groups are defined over k.

Proof. Let G, G' be two k-split diagonalizable groups, with affine rings A,
A' respectively. Consider the commutative triangle

The bijectivity of (X is essentially by definition (cf. 1.5). The existence and
injectivity of Pfollows from part (b) of Proposition 8.2. It follows therefore
that all three arrows are bijective. The first assertion of the corollary is the
bijectivity of X. The last assertion follows because the target of X is
independent of k, and therefore so is its source.

Remark. If X is a finitely generated abelian group, then A = K[X] is a Hopf
algebra, and therefore it defines a diagonalizable group with character group
X provided A has no nilpotent elements. A has nilpotent elements if and
only if char(k) = p > 0 and X has elements of order p.

8.4 Proposition. The following conditions are equivalent:

(I) G is diagonalizable.
(2) G is isomorphic to a subgroup of Dnfor some n > O.
(3) For any rational representation n:G --+ GLn , n(G) is conjugate to a subgroup

ofDn•

(4) G contains a dense commutative subgroup consisting ofsemi-simple elements.

The corresponding assertion in the split case is:

Proposition'. The following conditions are equivalent:
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(1') G is diagonalizable and split over k.
(2') G is k-isomorphic to a subgroup of 0" for some n > O.
(3') If n: G -> GL" is a rational representation defined over k then n(G) is

conjugate over k to a subgroup of 0".

Proof. (1')=>(2') follows from 8.2 (d), (2')=>(1') from 8.2 (c), (1')=>(3') from 8.2
(d), and (3') =>(2') from the existence of an immersive k-rational representation
n: G --> GL" (see 1.10).

Proof. The equivalence of (I), (2) and (3) follows by taking k = K above.
(2)=>(4) is obvious, and (4)=>(3) follows from 4.6.

Corollary. Suppose G is diagonalizable (and split over k). Then the same is
true ()(each subgroup ()(G, and ()(the image ofG under any morphism (dt!fined
over k).

Proof. For subgroups use condition 8.2 (c). If n: G -> G' is a morphism (defined
over k) then embed G' in GL" (over k) and apply condition (3) (resp. (3')) to
get n(G) conjugate (over k) to a subgroup of 0". Then apply (2) (resp. (2')).

8.5 Tori. The diagonal group 0" is a closed subgroup of GL" which is
evidently isomorphic, over the prime field, to (GLtJ". An algebraic group
isomorphic to 0" is called an n-dimensional torus.
The terminology stems from the fact that these groups play here a role

analogous to that of topological tori (i.e. products of circle groups) in the
theory of compact Lie groups. Note however that, if K = <C, the tori
considered here are not compact. If they are defined over lR their groups of
real points mayor may not be compact (see 8.16).

Proposition. The following conditions on an algebraic group T are equivalent:

(1) T is an n-dimensional torus.
(2) T is a connected diagonalizable group of dimension n.
(3) T is a diagonalizable group and X(T) = 7l".

Proof. (1)=>(2) follows from 8.4(2). (2)=>(3): Since GL t is connected and of
dimension 1, its only connected subgroups are {e} and GL I . Applying this
to images of characters we see that the character group of a connected group
T is torsion free. If further T is diagonalizable then K[T] = K[X(T)], and
clearly dim T (i.e. tr'deg' KK(T)) is the rank of the free abelian group X(T).
(3) =>(1): Let a l , ... , x" be a basis for X(T). Then K[T] = K[a I' x; 1, ... , a", a,~ I]

and evidently x:tl-+diag(a 1(t), .. . ,a,,(t)) gives the required isomorphism
T -> 0". (For the comorphism aU: K[D,,] -> K[T] is visibly surjective, and
both groups are connected, of dimension n.)
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Corollary. A closed connected subgroup S of a torus T is a torus and a direct
factor.
By the proposition, S is a torus and XeS) is free. The restriction homo­

morphism X(T) -> X (S) is surjective (8.2(c)) hence split, and S is a direct factor
by 8.3.

8.6 The multiplicative one-parameter subgroups in a k-group G are the
elements of

x *(G) = Mor(GL1, G).
Since X(G) = Mor(G, GL1) we can compose to obtain a map

X(G) x X *(G) -> 7l = X(GL 1).

given by
<x,A.>=m if (X°A.)(x)=xm

.

If G is commutative this is a bilinear map of abelian groups. It follows easily
from 8.3 and 8.4 (or even directly) that:

Proposition. If T is a torus then

is a dual pairing over 7l.

8.7 Proposition. Let G be diagonalizable and split over k. Then G is a direct
product G = GO x F, where F is a finite group, and GO is a torus defined and
split over k.

Proof. Thanks to 8.2(d) we may assume that G is a closed subgroup of some
Dn. Moreover 8.4 and 8.2(c) imply that all closed subgroups of Dnare defined
and split over k, and 8.5 implies that GO is a torus.
According to 8.2(c), the restriction homomorphism X(D n) ~ tln -> X(GO) is
surjective. Since GO is connected, 8.5 implies that X(GO) is free, so the
epimorphism splits. In other words we can find a basis Xl" .. , Xn for X(Dn)
so that Xl" .. , Xd generate the group of characters which annihilate GO. Then
the k-automorphism xHdiag(Xl(x),,,,, Xn(x)) of Dn maps GO onto
{diag(x1, ... ,xn)lx j = 1, 1 ~i~d}. Thus Dn=Dd x GO.

It follows that, as a group, G = F x GO where F = G!l Dd . Then clearly
F ~ GIGo so F is a finite group, and the product map a:F x GO -> G is a group
isomorphism. That it is also an isomorphism of varieties follows because it
is so on pairs of corresponding connected components.

8.8 Proposition. If k is not an algebraic extension of a finite field then
T = (GL1)n contains an element t, rational over k, that generates a dense
subgroup.
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Proof. If t = (t 1, ... ,1 11 ), then t generates a dense subgroup if and only if no
non-trivial character of T kills t. Since the characters are all of the form
If-+ t7' ... t;" this requirement is just that t 1> •• • ,1

11
be multiplicatively

independent. Hence we want k* to contain free abelian groups of arbitrarily
large finite rank. If char(k) = 0 this follows from the infinitude of primes in
7L. If char(k) = p > 0, and if xEk is transcendental over the prime field F p'

then this follows from the infinitude of primes in the polynomial ring Fp[x].

Remark. The Proposition above is valid without assuming that T is split
over k, but the proof of the general case is somewhat more delicate. (See
Tits, Yale lectures, 1967).

8.9 Torsion in tori. Let p denote the characteristic exponent of k, and let T
be a d-dimensional torus defined over k. For mElL define

Proposition. Assume m > O.

(a) am is surjective.
(b) If m is a power of p, then am is bijective.
(c) If (m, p) = I then am is separable, ker(am) ~ (lL/mlL)d (as a group) and
ker(am) c T(kJ

(d) If m is not a power of p Ihell i he ullioll oI the groups ker (am") (II> 0) is a
dense subgroup of T.

Proof. K* is a divisible group in which the Frobenius map, xt-+xP, is bijective.
This implies (a) and (b).
(c): Since (dam):Xt-+mX we see that am is separable because (m,p) = 1. It

follows that ker(am) is defined over k (see 6.7, Remark), so its points rational
over ks are dense. Once we prove that ker(am) is finite, it will follow therefore
that all of its points are rational over ks' Finally, the fact that
ker(am) ~ (lL/mlL)d follows from the fact that the m'h roots of unity in K* are
a cyclic group of order m.
Part (d) follows from the case d = I. Then T = GL I is irreducible of

dimension one, so U ker(IXm,,) is dense as soon as it is infinite, and part (c)
n>Q

implies that this is the case if m is not a power of p.

Corollary. Let G be diuyolla!i::able. Fur each III > 0 the elemellts qf urder
dividing m in G.f(Jrlll a/illile group. The lorsion subgroup qlG is dense in G.
This follows from 8.7 and the proposition above, for 8.7 says G is the

direct product of a torus with a finite group.

8.10 Rigidity ql diagonalizable groups. This refers to the fact that they do
not admit a non trivial connected family of automorphisms. This property
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is shared by abelian varieties, and for that reason we do not require the
algebraic groups in the following proposition to be affine.

Proposition. Let a: V x H -+ H' be a morphism of varieties such that:

(i) H' is an algebraic group containing, for each m > 0, only finitely many
elements of order m;

(ii) H is an algebraic group in which the elements offinite order are dense;
and

(iii) V is a connected variety and, for each XEV, ax:hl---+a(x,h) is a
homomorphism.

Then the map xl---+ax is constant.

Proof. For hEH write f3h(X) = a(x, h). Then f3h: V -+ H' is a morphism from a
connected variety. Its image, when h has finite order, is finite, by (i) and (iii).
Hence f3h is constant when h has finite order. Therefore, if x, yE V, the
morphism y:H -+ H', y(h) = ax(h)ay(h)- 1, sends every element of finite order
to e. Condition (ii) then implies that y(h) = e for all h.

Corollary 1. Let He H' be closed subgroups of G, and let V be the connected
componentofe in Tran(H,H') = {gEGjgHg- 1 c H'}. Suppose H' and H satisfy
conditions (i) and (ii) above. Then V = f'l'G(H)°.

Proof. Apply the proposition to a(x, h) = xhx- \ to conclude that
a(x, h) = a(e, h) for all XE V. This shows that V c f'l'G(Ht; the reverse inclusion
is obvious.

In case H = H' is diagonalizable 8.9 permits us to conclude:

Corollary 2. Let H be a diagonalizable subgroup of an algebraic group G.
Then ,AIG(H)O = f'l'dH)o.

8.11 Proposition. Let G be diagonalizable. Then G splits over afinite separable
extension of k.

Proof. Choose a k-embedding G c GL.. Then it suffices to diagonalize G(ks)

by conjugation by an element of GLII(ks), because G(ks) is dense in G. But
the possibility of doing this follows directly from 4.6.

Remark. One can also argue as above using the elements of finite order in
G. It follows from 8.9 that the latter are dense in G and lie in G(k,).

Corollary 1. Let T be a torus defined over k and let r =Gal(ks/k).

(a) X(T) = X(T)k s and X *(T) = X *(T)ks ' Hence X(T)k = X(T)l' and X *(Th =
X *(T)~
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(b) The natural pairing
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X(T) x X *(T) ...... Z

makes X(T) and X *(T) a dual pair of r -modules.

Proof. Since T is split over ks we have X(T) = X(Tk.. This implies (see 8.3)
that Mor(G, T) = Mor(G, Th. for any diagonalizable group G split over ks'

With G = GL1 this gives X *(T) = X*(Th, thus proving (a).
The pairing in (b) is a separating duality over Z (see 8.6) so we need only
to check its compatibility with the action of each SET. We must show that
<sa, SA) = <a,}.) for aEX(T) and AEX*(T). We have, for xEk:,

x<s"s;) = ('0: oS2)(x) = ('a)(s2(s - 1x» = so:(s - 1s2(s - 1x» = s(0: 0 2)(s - 1x)

= S(S-1 x)<~')·) = x<~').).

Corollary 2. With T as above, T is split over k iland only ifX*(T) = X*(Th.

Proof. r operates trivially on the free abelian group X(T) if and only if it
operates trivially on its dual, X *(T).

8.12 The category ofdiagonalizable k-groups. We have seen in 8.11 that such
a group, G, is split over ks' Thus, if A = K[G], it follows from 8.2 that
A k• = ks[X(G)], the group algebra of X(G). IfSEr = Gal(ks/k) then the action
of s on this group algebra is given by

S(1:' a~o:) = J;saa'o:.

This action determines Ak = A[', and thus we see that G, as a k-group, is
completely determined by X(G) with its structure as a r -module. For
knowledge of the latter permits us to construct A k• and the action of r on
A ks' and hence Ak • As a r -module, X(G) is finitely generated as a Z-module,
and the action of r is continuous, i.e. some open subgroup of finite index
in r acts trivially on X(G) (because G is split by a finite extension of k). If
p= char(k) > 0, moreover, X(G) has no p-torsion because K[X(G)] is reduced.
Let o::G ...... G' be a morphism of diagonalizable k-groups. It follows from

8.3 that a is defined over ks' Moreover the following conditions are equivalent:

(1) 0: is defined over k.
(2) aO: A~, ...... A

ks
(where A' = K[G']) is r -equivariant.

(3) X(o:):X(G') ...... X(G) is r -equivariant.

The equivalence of (1) and (2) follows from AG.14.3, and the equivalence of
(2) and (3) follows from the description above of the action of r on the affine
algebras, via its action on the character groups.
Now we can consider X to be a (contravariant) functor,

X:s~"""~

where the two categories are defined as follows:
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obj d:diagonalizable k-groups.
mor d: k-morphisms.
obj ,qj:finitely generated Z-modules, without p-torsion if char(k) = p > 0, on
which T acts continuously.

mor f!J: T -equivariant homomorphisms.

It follows from 8.3 and the remarks above that the functor X is fully faithful.
In fact:

Proposition. X: d -+,qj is an equivalence of categories.
There remains only to be shown that every M Eobj f!J is the character

module of some GEobj d. The group algebra A = K[M] is a Hopf algebra,
and a reduced affine K-algebra, because M is finitely generated and without
p-torsion. Hence G = specK(A) is an affine group. Moreover M is naturally
a group of characters on G, so G is diagonalizable, with character group M
(see 8.2).
We must now give G a k-structure inducing the given action of r on M.

First we give A the ks-structure ks[M]. Let sET operate on ks[M] by
S(aa) = SaS

':!. (aEks;aEM). This defines a continuous action of T on ks[M], i.e.
one for which each element of ks[M] has an open isotropy subgroup. It
follows therefore from AG.14.2 that Ak = ks[M] 1 is a k-struc:ture on A. This
k-structure clearly meets our requirements.

8.13 Examples
(1) Suppose M =Z[TjU] where U is an open subgroup of r. Then, for any
T -module N we have

Hom r.moiM, N) = Homz_mod(M,N)l= N U
'

Let k' be any k-algebra and let T act on ks (8) k' via its action on ks. Then

clearly ( ks q9 k') U = L q9 k', where L = k~, andktherefore also ( ks q9 k')*u =

(Lq9k'r, the notation referring to the groups of invertible elements in
these algebras.
Now put A = K[M] with k-structure Ak = ks[M] r. Then G = specK(A) is

a diagonalizable k-group with character module M. The functor of points
of G is described as follows, where k' is a variable k-algebra:

G(k') = Homk.a1g(Sk, k')

= HOffiks.alg(Aks,(ks q9k')Y'
= HOmz.mOd ( M, (ks spk,)*)r
= ( ksq9 k'rU = ( L q9 k'r.
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Thus we see that G is the multiplicative group GL 1(L) of the k-algebra L
(see 1.6, Example (9)). It follows, in particular, that G is k-rational, i.e. that
the function field k(G) is purely transcendental (loc. cit.).
(2) Let T be a k-torus and put N = X(T). Some open normal subgroup U
of r operates trivially, so N is a Z-free representation of finite rank of the
finite group T' = rju. Hence there is a monomorphism rxo:N -+M where
M is a free Z[T']-module. (For example one can take M = Nil, where, for a
T'-module H, we write H' = Homz.mod(H,Z[T']).) The monomorphism rxO
corresponds to an epimorphism rx:S -+ T, where S is the torus with character
module M. Thus we have an embedding of function fields rxo:k(T)-+k(S). It
follows from example (1) above that k(S) is purely transcendental. This shows
that:
A k-torus T is unirational over k, i.e. k(T) is contained in a purely
transcendental extension of k. In particular, if k is infinite, T(k) is dense in
T (AG. 13.7).

8.14 Anisotropic tori. Write PJI{) for the category of finite dimensional
<Q-modules on which r operates continuously, i.e. via finite quotient groups.
Then (cf. Curtis-Reiner, for example) PJI{) is a semi-simple category, i.e. all
short exact sequences split.
We have the exact functor PJ -+ PJ I{) (see 8.12 for notation) which sends M
to M I{) = <Q@M. If M is torsion free we can view M as embedded in M I{)

Z

as a lattice. Thus:

M T =MI\M~,

M T =O<o>M~ = 0,

and
T r

M = M<o>MI{) = MI{).

A k-torus Tis said to be anisotropic over k ifX(T)k = {I}, i.e. if X(T)T = {I}.
This is equivalent to the existence of no non-trivial r -fixed points in
<Q@X(T), by the remarks above. The semi-simplicity of the category PJI{)

Z

implies that the functor "fixed points" is exact on PJI{)' Thus:

Corollary. Let e -+ T' -+ T -+ Til -+ e be an exact sequence over k ofk-tori. Then
T is split (resp., anisotropic) over k if and only if T' and yo are split (resp.,
anisotropic) over k.

8.15 T. and Td• Let T be a torus defined over k. The subtori of T correspond,
in view of 8.5 and 8.12, to the r -module quotients of X(T) which are torsion
free.
One such quotient clearly is

X(T.) = X(T)jX(Th = X(T)/X(T)T,
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where (see 8.2 (c))

(a)

Diagonalizable Groups and Tori

Ta = n ker(a).
aeX(Tlk
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By construction it is clear that X(Ta)r = {1}, i.e. that Ta is anisotropic, and
that it is the largest anisotropic subtorus of T
There is also a largest split subtorus, Td, of T. To obtain Td as above we
would first take the largest quotient of X(T) on which r acts trivially, and
then reduce this quotient modulo its torsion submodule. However, it is more
natural here to work in the dual module X *(T) (see 8.11, Cor. 1). Then we
can describe Td as follows:

X *(Td) = X *(Th = X *(T)T;

(d) 7;, is the subgroup generated by

{im(A)I}.EX(T)k}·

The last description shows that Td is a k-split torus, and that it contains all
other such subtori of T
A subtorus of Tan Td must be both split and anisotropic (see 8.14) and
hence trivial. Thus (Tan Td)O is trivial, and so Tan Td is finite.
Let r = rank X(T)r and let r*= rank X *(T)r. Then dim 1: = n - r (where

n = dim T) and dim Td = r*. These ranks can be computed as <Q-dimensions
after tensoring the modules with <Q. Moreover X(T)<Q and X *(T)<Q remain a
dual pair of <Q-r -modules. Since the trivial representations of r are self dual
it follows that X(T)~ and X *(T)~ have the same dimension (thanks to the
fact that these are semi-simple r -modules). Thus r = r* and so
dim Ta + dim Td = dim T This implies, in view of the last paragraph, that the
product morphism Ta x Td -> T is surjective.
We summarize:

Proposition. Let T be a torus defined over k, and let Ta and Td be defined by
(a) and (d) above.

(1) (a) Ta is the largest anisotropic subtorus of T defined over k. (b) Td is the
largest split subtorus of T defined over k.

(2) Tan Td is finite and T = Ta' Td.
(3) If a: T -> T' is a k-morphism of k-tori then aTac T: and aTdc T~. In

other words T~ Ta and T~Td are functorial.

The last assertion is clear from the definitions, and all others were proved
above.

8.16 Examples over k = 1R. The group r = Gal(<CjlR) has order two.
(1) if dim T = 1 there are two possibilities: (a) T is split. T(IR) = IR* and

X(T) = 7L with trivial r -action. (b) T is anisotropic. X(T) = 7L with the
generator of r acting by x~ - X. The group T is 80(2), the special
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orthogonal group in two variables, and T(IR) is the compact group of
orientation preserving rotations of the plane.
(2) In the general case T is anisotropic if and only if T(IR) is compact (in
the real topology). This can be deduced easily from example (1), with the aid
of8.15, and using the fact that there are only two irreducible <Q-r -modules.

8.17 Weights and roots of diagonalizable groups. Let T be a diagonalizable
group. We shall sometimes write the groups X(T) of characters, and X *(T)
of one parameter subgroups, additive/yo When doing this we shall employ
an exponential notation, as follows:

ta = lX(t)

x" = A(X)
(x.<), = x<a,A)

(tE T, IXEX(T))

(xEGL!, AEX*(T))

(see 8.5).

Let T -> GL( V) be a rational representation of T. If IXEX(T) we write

Va = {VE V It· V= lX(t)V for all tE T}.

Since Tis diagonalizable V is the direct sum of the Va's. Those IX for which
Va "# 0 are called the weights of Tin V. They are evidently finite in number.
Suppose T acts on G. Then T acts on 9 =L(G), and the set lP(T, G) of non

zero weights of T in 9 is called the set of roots of G relative to T. Thus

l' U9 = 9 Et> ga'
aEt1>(T,G)

In case T and G are given as subgroups of some larger group in which T
normalizes G then lP(T, G) will always refer to the action of T on G by
conjugation. Of course, by taking the semi-direct product T'G, the general
case reduces to one of this type.
Suppose Tacts on G as above and that H is a T-invariant closed subgroup
of G. Then ~ = L(H) is also T-invariant. For each IXElP(T, G) we can write
ga = ~a Et> g~ for some complement g~ of I)a = ~ 1\ ga' We shall write

lP(T, G/H) = {IXElP(T, G)lg~"# O}

={IXElP(T, G)I~a"# ga}'
Then we have

g=(g1'+~)Et> U g~.
aE t1>(1',GIll)

In case He GT we have I) c g1' and hence lP(T, G/H) = lP(T, G). We shall
sometimes refer to lP(T, G/H) as the set of "roots of G outside of H (relative
to T)," or of complementary roots of G, with respect to H.

8.18 Proposition. We keep the notation of8.17. Assume T to be connected and
k infinite. Then there is tE T(k) such that

:!lH(t) = :!lH(T), :!l !)(t) =:!l!)(T).
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Proof. We can assume T c G = GL(V) for some vector space V defined over
k. Write V = VI EB ... EB Vm where the Vi are the eigenspaces for the distinct
weights Xl"'" Xn of T on V. Since T is unirational over k (8.13 (2)) and k is
infinite, T(k) is dense in T, and we can choose tET(k) such that Xi(t) -# dt)
for i -# j. An obvious computation shows then that

3ZH(t) = 3ZH(T) =M nH,

3Z~(t) = 3Z~(T) = L(M) n 1),

where M =GL(VI) x .. , x GL(VJ
We end up §8 with some results on the existence of quotients. For the

main part of this book, they are needed when GO is a torus (8.21), but the
proof under somewhat more general assumptions is the same, and the result
is of independent interest. Therefore we adopt a more general framework in
8.19, 8.20.

8.19 Lemma. Let G operate k-morphically on the affine k-variety V.

(i) 1= K[V]G is defined over k.
Assume that the representation of G in K[ V] is completely reducible.

(ii) There exists an I-linear projection operator q:K[V]---d, defined over k,
which leaves every G-stable subspace invariant. The algebra I separates the
G-stable disjoint closed subsets of V and is finitely generated.

(iii) If the orbits are closed, K( V)G is the full ring of fractions of 1. More
precisely, given rEK( V)G and VE V at which r is defined, there exists a,
hEl, where b is a non-zero-divisor in l, which does not vanish at v and
such that r = a/b.

["completely reducible" means that every G-invariant finite dimensional
subspace of K[V] is a direct sum of G-invariant irreducible subspaces.]

Proof. (i) By 1.9, K[V] is the union of G-invariant finite dimensional
subspaces E defined over k. The group G(ks) is Zariski-dense in G (AG.13.3)
therefore EG is the solution space of a system of linear equations with
coefficients in ks and is defined over ks . On the other hand EG(ks) is invariant
under the Galois group r of ks over k. Therefore it is defined over k (AG,
14.4). Thus, I is the union of finite dimensional subspaces defined over k,
hence has a k-structure.
(ii) The previous space E is the direct sum ofE G and of a unique G-invariant

complementary subspace E', namely the sum of the isotypic subspaces of E
corresponding to the non-trivial representations of G. It is defined over k
because, over ks' r permutes the non-trivial irreducible representations of
G(k.). We let F be the inductive limit of these subspaces. It is the unique
subspace of K[V] stable under G and supplementary to I and it admits a
k-structure, too. We let then q be the projection of K[V] onto I with kernel
F. It is defined over k since land F are. If Q is any invariant subspace, then,
by looking at finite dimensional invariant subspaces, we see again that
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Q= QnI EB Qn F. Therefore I< leaves Q stable. If QE/, then Q.Q nl c I and
Q·(QnF) c F. Therefore for bEQ, we have (a'W =Q'b\ which shows that I<

is I-linear and leaves Q-stable.
Let A and B be G-stable disjoint closed subvarieties of V and C, D

their ideals in K [V]. Since An B is empty, C + D = K[ V] by the Hilbert
Nullstellensatz (AG.3.8). Let CEC and dED be such that C+ d = 1. Then
c~ + d~ = 1. Both C and D are stable under G, hence C~EC, d"ED by
(i). It follows that cq is zero on A and equal to one on B. It separates A
and B.
To prove the last assertion of(ii) we may, by 1.12, assume V to be embedded

in a finite dimensional vector space X defined over k on which G acts linearly,
with action defined over k, leaving V invariant and inducing the given
operation on V. The injection V ~ X induces a surjective comorphism
K[X] ~ K[ V]. It is G-invariant and the uniqueness of the decomposition in
(i) implies that I is a quotient of K[X]G. We may therefore assume V = X.
Then K[X] is a polynomial algebra in d = dim X independent generators.
Let J be the ideal generated by the invariant polynomials without constant
term. By the Hilbert basis theorem, it has a finite generating set, say
{fl"" Jm}, and we may assume the fiEI to be homogeneous. We claim that
I is generated by the .h Let QEI be homogeneous of some degree m. There
exist bjEK[X] such that

(1)

and we may assume the bi to be homogeneous, so that degb i + degfi = m
for all ;'s. We get from (1)

(2)

The space of homogeneous polynomials of a given degree is G-stable (since
G acts linearly), hence degree bi = deg bi is < m. The last assertion of (ii) now
follows by induction on the degree.
(iii) We now assume that the orbits are closed. Recall first that K(V) is
the direct sum of the fields K(V;), where Vi runs through the irreducible
components of v. We have to find
(3) sEK[V] such that t =j-sEK[V],s~(v) # 0

and s' is not Q divisor of zero,

because we have then t q =I-s\ with s' non-divisor of zero, which shows that
f is in the quotient ring of I.
For the proof, we assume first that G·v is closed. Choose a non-divisor of

zero qEK[V] such that r=j-qEK[V] and q(u) #0. Let E be the subspace
of K[V] generated by the g(q) (gEG). It is finite dimensional (1.9). Let J be
the ideal of K[V] generated by E and the functions fi - fi(U) (1 ;::;; i;::;; m),
where the f;'s are as in (ii). Since E and the Ii are G-stable, so is J. We claim



III.8 Diagonalizable Groups and Tori 125

first that 1EJ. Assume this is not the case. Then the variety Y of zeroes of J
is not empty. Since J is invariant under G, so is Y. For any yE Ywe have fJy) =
fj(v)(I ~ i ~ m), hence also s(y) = s(v) for any SEI. Then (ii) implies that VE Y,
but this is absurd since q(v) "# 0 by construction. Therefore 1EJ. There exists
then

(4)

cbdjEK[V] and gjEG (1 ~ i ~ m, 1~j ~ n) such that

~:::Cj(fj - fj(v» + I,d/gh) = 1
J

Let s = Id/g/q). Then I,djgj(r) = f'sEK[Y]; applying I:i to both sides of
j

(4) and evaluating at v, we get sq(v) = I '# O. We have now found s satisfying
(3) except maybe for the last condition. In order to take care of this last
point we proceed by induction on the number of irreducible components of
V in the support of s. Assume the latter consists of b irreducible components
of V and is "# V Let Z be an irreducible component of V not wholly contained
in it and z a point of Z at which f is defined. The previous argument shows
that we can find Sl EK[V] such that f'SI EK[V] and s:(z) '1-' O. There exists
dEK* such that s; + d.s q is not zero at v and not identically zero on any
irreducible component of the support of sq. Also

s; (z) + d.sq(z) = s; (z) '# O.
As a consequence, s I + d.s satisfies the first three conditions of (3) and the
support of (s I + ds)q contains at least b + 1 irreducible components of V. This
provides the induction step.

8.20 Proposition. Let G act k-morphically on an affine k-variety V Assume
that the representation ofGO in K[V] is completely reducible. Then there exists
a categorical quotient (6.15) (n, Y) of V by Gover k. It is affine, with coordinate
ring isomorphic to K[V]G. Ifall orbits of G are closed, then Y is the (geometric)
quotient of V by G.

Proof. We shall check that the three conditions of 6.16 are fulfilled. We first
assume that G is connected. Let again I = K[ V]G By 8.19, I is finitely
generated and defined over k. Let Y be the affine k-variety with coordinate
ring I and 1T. the k-morphism associated to the inclusion Ie K[V]. The
morphism n is constant along the orbits of G. Let us show that n is surjective.
Let yE Y and A the ideal of elements in I which are zero on y. We claim
that B = A' K[V] is a proper ideal of K[V]. If not, there would exist a;EA,
cjEK[V] such that I,a;,c j = 1, hence such that

I, (aj'cj)q = I, aj'cj~ = 1
i i
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(we have used 8.19(ii», whence lEA, which is absurd. There exists then VEV

which annihilates B, and therefore such that n(v) = y. This proves (a) of6.16.
We now check (c). Let Fe V be a G-invariant closed subset and J the ideal

of Fin K[V]. It is G-stable. Of course, K[F] may be identified to K[V]jJ.
By complete reducibility, K[F]G is the image of I, i.e. K[F]G = IjU nJ). Let
Z be the subvariety of Ydefined by J nI, hence with coordinate ring K[F]G.
Clearly n(F) c Z. But the first part of the proof, applied to F and G, shows
that n:F --+ Z is surjective. Hence n(F) is closed. This is the first condition in (c).
Let yE Y. Its inverse image is G-stable, hence contains at least one closed

orbit by 1.8, but at most one since I separates the G-invariant closed disjoint
subsets of V (8.19(ii». Hence each fibre of n contains exactly one closed orbit.
Let F be a G-invariant closed subset of V whose image contains y. Then
Fn n- l(y) in non empty, G-invariant, closed, hence contains a closed orbit,
and therefore F contains the unique closed orbit belonging to n-1(y). From
this the second part of (c) follows.
We still have to see that 6.16(b) holds. Let U c Y be open. U' = n- 1 U and

fEK[U']G. We have to show that jEn"K[U]. It suffices to do this for a
basis for the open sets in Y. We may therefore assume that U is a principal
open set YjUEK[y],f i' 0)(AG.3.4). Viewingf as an element of K[X]G, i.e.
identifying it with nOI, we have clearly U' = X j, hence

K[U] = K[Y]U- 1
], K[U'] = K[X]U- 1

],

and the claim follows from the obvious relation (K[X]U-1])G = K[X]Gc.r I].
We have proved that (n, Y) is a categorical quotient. Assume now that all

orbits are closed. Then 8.19(ii) shows that n is an orbit map. 8.19(iii) implies
K(Y) = K(V)G, therefore n is separable (AG.2.5). The remark in 6.4 and the
validity of 6.16(b) imply that n is open. Then the conditions (I), (2) of 6.1 are
fulfilled and Y = VjG. This proves the proposition for G connected.

In the general case, the finite group GjG" acts k-morphically in the obvious
way on Y (6.10) and the quotient Yj(GjGO) exists over k by 6.14. It is the
affine k-variety Z with coordinate ring, the ring of invariants of GjGo in I,
i.e. of Gin K[V]. Assume the orbits of G are closed. Then Y= VjGo, hence
Z = VjG by 6.10. Now drop that assumption. We can also view Z as the
categorical quotient of Y by GjG". Then the obvious remark about the
transitivity of the notion of categorical quotient (6.15) shows that Z is a
categorical quotient.

8.21 Corollary. Let G act k-morphically on an affine k-variety. Assume that
GO is a torus. Then the categorical quotient of V by G exists over k and is the
affine variety with coordinate ring I = K [V]G. If all orbits are closed, it is the
quotient of V hy G.
Since all finite dimensional morphic representations of a torus are

completely reducible, this follows from 8.20.

Remarks. This shows in particular that if T --+ GL(E) is a finite dimensional
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rational representation of a torus T, then the categorical quotient of E by
T exists. On the other hand, if the representation is not trivial, the orbits
are not all of the same dimension and E/G does not exist.

Bibliographical Note

Tori are introduced in [1], the groups of their characters and of their one
parameter subgroups in [13, Exp.4]. That a k-torus T splits over a finite
separable extension of k is pointed out while showing that Tis unirational
over k in [26, Prop. 10]. Another proof, due to J. Tate, is given in [4,§1].
The equivalence of categories 8.12, at least for tori, is proved in [24]. In
fact, most of the results proved in this paragraph up to 8.18 may be found
in one of these references.
8.19 for a torus and 8.21 are due to M. Rosenlicht [27]. The complete

reducibility assumption holds for reductive groups (see §14) in characteristic
zero. Therefore 8.20 is true for such groups. See Chap. I in [22], the first
edition of which is in fact the original source for the theorem. The conclusion
of 8.20 is also valid in arbitrary characteristic if GO is reductive, but the proof
requires other tools (see the discussion in Appendix 1A of [22]).

§9. Conjugacy Classes and Centralizers
of Semi-Simple Elements

In this section it is shown that conjugacy classes of semi-simple elements are
closed (9.2), and that their global and infinitesimal centralizers correspond (9.1.)
The action of a semi-simple element s on a connected unipotent group U is
studied and it is shown (9.3) that ,2'u(s) is connected. Applications are then
made to group actions of diagonalizable groups 9.4.

9.1 The conjugacy class morphisms. In this section we fix a closed subgroup
H of G defined over k.

H acts on G by conjugation, and we write CH(S) for the orbit of an element
sEG; this is the H-conjugacy class of s.

is then the orbit map, and the isotropy group of s is the centralizer ~lis).

We can now apply 6.7 to this to determine when IX is a quotient morphism.
In order to make the statement more explicit we shall first determine (drx)e'
Since lX(h)s - 1 = (h, s) is the commutator, it follows from 3.16(a) that the latter
has differential (Id - Ad(s))l~, which maps ~ to T(Cu(s)s-l)e' Thus its kernel
is 1) (") 3g(s), where 3g(s) = ker(Id - Ad(s». Since translation is an isomorphism,
we conclude also that (dlX)e: ~ ...... T(Cu(s», has kernel 1) (") 3is). We shall denote



128 Solvable Groups III

the latter by 31)(S), so that

3I)(S) = {XE1)IAd(s)X = X},

even though we have not assumed that Ad(s) leaves 1) invariant. In any case
we certainly have

L(:?l'H(S)) C 3~(S),

and we can now apply (6.7) to conclude:
(*) Assume sEG(k). Then CH(s) is a smooth variety defined over k, and ct. is

a k-morphism which induces a bijective k-morphism

ct.':H/:?l'H(S)--> CH(s).

The following conditions are equivalent: (a) ct.' is an isomorphism; (b) ct. is
separable; (c) L(:?l'I1(s)) = 3~(s). When these conditions hold, :?l'11(s) is defined
over k.
Next we discuss the infinitesimal analogue of the above situation. Namely,

H acts on 9 via AdG, and we denote the H-orbit of an X Eg by cH(X). Let

[3:H --> cH(X), [3(h) = Ad(h)X,

be the orbit map. The stability group of X is denoted :?l'H(X), and it is called
the centralizer of X in H. Before applying 6.7 we again compute first the
differential of [3. Following [3 by translation by -X, and using 3.l6(b), we
see that the differential at e is - ad(X). Thus

ker(d[3)e = 3,lX) = {Y E1)1 [X, Y] = O},
and this clearly contains L(:?l'H(X)). Now we apply 6.7 again to conclude:
(**) Assume X Eg(k). Then cH(X) is a smooth variety defined over k, and [3 is

a k-morphism which induces a bijective k-morphism

[3':H/:?l'H(X) --> cH(X).

The following conditions are equivalent: (a) [3' is an isomorphism; (b) [3 is
separable; (c) L(:?l'H(X)) = 3IiX). When these conditions hold, :?l'H(X) is defined
over k.
Note that, if char(k) = 0, conditions (b) of (*) and of (**) are automatic.
More generally, they hold if s and X are semi-simple and normalize H.

Proposition

(1) If, in (*), s is semi-simple and normalizes H, then conditions
(a), (b), and (c) hold.

(2) !f~ in (**) X is semi-simple and normalizes H then conditions (a), (b), and
(c) hold.

We say X normalizes H if Ad(h)X - X E1) for hEH. This implies that X
normalizes 1), i.e. that [X, 1)] C 1) (see 3.16(b)).

Proof. After choosing a k-rational immersive representation we can enlarge
G and assume G = GL(V) for some vector space V with k-structure.
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Case 1. H = G.
(I) Write V = Vl EB ... EB VI where the Vi are eigenspaces for the distinct

eigenvalues of s (which is semi-simple). Then a simple direct calculation shows
that lds)=GL(V1) x .. · x GL(VJ, If YEg=g[(V) then Ad(s)Y=sys-l so
we conclude similarly that 3

9
(s) = gl(Vd EB ... EB gl(V,). The latter is just

L(;z'ds)), thus establishing condition (c).
(2) The proof is completely parallel, using a decomposition of V for the

semisimple endomorphism X EgI( V).

General case. Write c:G ->M, where M = CG(S)'S-l and c(g) = gsg-1 s-1, and
write c':H ->M', where c' = elH and M' = CH(S)S-l. Then e' isjust Ct. followed
by right translation by s - 1, so we have only to show that (de')e: I) -> T(M')e
is surjective (condition (b) of (* )). We know from case 1 that (de)e: 9 -> T(M)e
is surjective. Since (de)e = Id - Ad(s) we see therefore that T(M)e = m, where
9 = 3g(S) EB m and m is the sum of the eigenspaces of Ad(s) corresponding to
eigenvalues different from 1. Since s normalizes H, it follows that
I) = 3~(S) EBm', where m' = m" I) is similarly defined. Since (de')e = (de)elI) it
follows that (dc')e(I)) = m'. Hence the proof of surjectivity of (de')e will be
finished once we show that T(M')e c m' = m" I). Evidently T(M')e c m =
T(M)e' On the other hand, since s normalizes H, we have M' = CU(S)S-l C H,
and so T(M')e c 1) also.
The proof of (2) is similar to the proof of (I) above. We introduce a: G -> c,

where C = cG(X) - X and a(g) = Ad(y)X - X, and the morphism d:H -> c' =
cH(X) - X where a' = al H. We want to show that (da')e is surjective, and we
know from case I that (da)e = - ad(X): 9 -> T(c)o is surjective. It follows that
9 = 3g(X)EBm where m = T(c)o is the sum of the eigenspaces of ad(X)
corresponding to eigenvalues different from O. Since X normalizes I) we can
similarly write I) = 3~(X) EB m' where m' = m" I). Since (da')e = (da)elI) it
follows that (dd)eCI)) = ad(X)(I)) = m'. Hence the surjectivity of(da')e will follow
once we show that T(c')o c m' = m"I). Evidently T(c')o c m = T(c)o. On the
other hand, since X normalizes H, we have c' = cH(X) - X C I), and so
T(c')o c I) also.

Remark. Let p:M' x ;z'H(s)->H be the product morphism, with differential
(dP)(e.e):m' EB L(;z'H(S)) -> I). The proof above shows that lJ...;z'H(S)) = 3h(S), and
hence that (dP)(e,e) is an isomorphism. Moreover the differential of
eIM':M'->M' at e is Id-Ad(s)lm':m'->m', which is clearly also an
isomorphism.

9.2 Theorem. We keep the notation oI9.1.

(1) II SEG is semi-simple and normalizes H, then CH(S) is closed.
(I) II X Eg is semi-simple and normalizes H then CH(X) is closed.

Recall that X normalizes H if Ad(h)X - X EI) for all hEH.
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Proof. After choosing a faithful representation, we may assume G = GL( V).
IfAEEnd(V) write C(A, T) for the characteristic polynomial ofA; and M(A, T)
for the minimal polynomial of A. With this notation we define

W = {XEJIfG(H)I M(s, x) = 0 and C(Adx II), T) = C(Adsll), T)}.

Clearly SEW, and W is stable under H operating by conjugation. If XEW
then M(x, T) divides M(s, T), and the latter is a product of distinct linear
factors because s is semi-simple; hence x is likewise semi-simple. We can
therefore apply (9.1) to obtain

dim CH(X) = dim H - dim:?l~H(X) = dim H - dim 3h(x) = dim H - m1(x),

where m1(x) is the multiplicity of 1 as an eigenvalue of Adxl~. But the second
condition defining W implies that m1(x) = m1(s). Therefore, under the action
of H by conjugation on W, the orbits CH(x) have constant dimension. It
therefore follows from the closed orbit lemma 1.8 that the orbits are closed
in W. But evidently W is closed in ,AiG(H), and the latter is closed in G (see
1.7). This proves that CI/(s) is closed.
The proof that CI/(X) is closed is similar. It uses

W = {Y El1n(H)!M(X, Y) = 0 and C(ad YI~, T) = C(ad XII), T)}.

Here I1g(H) is the set of Yin 9 that "normalize H" in the sense of 9.1. This
set W is closed in g, it contains X, and it is stable (via Ad) under H. Using
9.1 one can argue as above to show that the H-orbits in W have constant
dimension, and hence are closed.

Corollary. Let L be a (not necessarily closed) subgroup of G, which is
commutative, consists of semi-simple elements, and normalizes H. Then

L(1G (L) n H) = L(::rf/(L)) = 3h(L) = L(1 h(L)) n L(H).

If either L c G(k), or L is closed, defined over k, then :?If/(L) is defined over k.

Proof. By definition, :?lH(L) = :?l'G(L)nH, whence the first equality. The third
also follows by definition. We prove the second one. Clearly the right side
contains the left one, so, in case HO c :?lH(L), the left side equals band equality
is forced. We complete the proof by induction on dim H. Choose SEL so that
H' = :?lH(S) does not contain HO, and hence dim H' < dim H. Part (1) of 9.1
Proposition tells us that I)' = L(:!ZH(S)) = 3h(s), from which it follows that
3h(L) = 3h,(L), Moreover it is clear that :?l'Il(L) = :!Zw(L), and L c H' because
L is commutative. By induction we have L(:?lw(L)) = 3h,(L), so this proves
the first assertion. If L c H(k), the same induction, and 9.1, show that :?lH(L)
is defined over k. Let now L be closed, defined over k. Then, by the above
:?lI/(L(ks )) is defined over k•. But L(ks ) is Zariski dense in L (AG.!3.3), hence
:?lI/(L(kJ) = :?lI/(L). On the other hand, :?XH(L) is clearly k-closed. Therefore
it is defined over k.
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9.3 Proposition. Let G be a k-group and let V be a connected unipotent
subgroup defined over k. Let sEG(k) he a semi-simple element that normalizes
V. PutM = CU(S)S-I and write c,(g) = gsg-ls-Ifor gEG, so that M = c,(V).

(1) fZu(s) and M are closed subvarieties oj V dejined over k.
(2) The product morphism a:M x .;z'u(s)-+ V is an isomorphism oj varieties.

Hence fZu(s) is connected.
(3) Cs induces an isomorphism of the variety M onto itself

Proof. It follows from 9.1 (1) that fZds) and M are smooth varieties defined
over k, and clearly :!Lu(s) is closed. The fact that M is closed is just 9.2 (1).
This proves (1).

It further follows from the Remark to the proof of 9.1 (I) that a and
Cs :M -+ M are separable, once we know they are dominant. Therefore it
suffices, to conclude the proof, to show that a and cs:M -+ M are bijective.
We shall do this in several steps. Write Z = fZ u(s).
(a) c,(u) = c,(v)~uZ = vZ for u, VE V. This is because Cs is conjugation of

s followed by right translation by s- 1, and Z is the stability group of sunder
conjugation.

(b) If U, VEV then c,(uv) = uCs(v)u - lC,(U). Hence, if uE(6'(V) we have
c.(uv) = c.(v)c.(u) = c,(vu), and c,(u - 1) = cs(u) - 1. For c.(uv) =, uvs(uv) -IS- 1 =
U(VSV-IS-I)U-I(USU-lS-I). IfuE'C(V) then uc,(v)u-1=c.(v) and uv=vu, so
the second assertion follows from the first. The third one clearly follows from
the second one.
(c) M nZ = {e}. Suppose z = C,(U)EZ with UEV. Then Z5 = USU- 1 is the
Jordan decomposition of the semi-simple element usu - 1, so the unipotent
part, z, equals e.
(d) a:M x Z -+ V is bijective if V is abelian. Part (b) implies that cs:V -+ V

is a homomorphism. It has kernel Z, by (a), and image M, so
dim V = dim M + dim Z. Moreover part (c) implies that a is injective. (Note
that a is a group morphism now by (b).) Since V is connected, the dimension
formula above implies that a is also surjective.
(e) a is bijective. Since V is nilpotent we can find a connected central
subgroup N # {e} of V normalized by s (e.g. the last non trivial term of the
descending central series of V). If N = V we can apply (d). If not, we can
assume, by induction on dimension, that the analogue of our assertion is
valid for the pairs (s, N) and (s', V'), where V' = V /Nand s' is the image of
s in the quotient modulo N of the normalizer of N. Let n denote this quotient
morphism.
Put Z' = fZu,(s') and M' = cAV') = n(M). The induction hypothesis says

that the product morphism a':M' x Z' -+ V' is bijective. Similarly, cs(N) x:!LN(S)-+
N is bijective.
To show that a is injective suppose we have xa = yb with a, bEZ and x,

yEM. Replacing a by ab - 1 we can assume b = e. Applying n we conclude
from the injectivity of a' that n(a) = e, so that aEN. If x = c,(u) and y = c,(v)
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we have USU-lS~ la = vsv- 1S-1 and a(eN I\Z) centralizes U and s. Therefore
we have (usu-1)a = (vsv- 1), which is the Jordan decomposition of the
semi-simple element vsv- 1

, so the unipotent part, a, equals e. This shows
tha t a is injective.
We next claim that the inclusion c,(N) c M 1\ N is an equality. For any

nEN can be written as rna with InEc,(N) and aE:!l'N(S), by induction. If also
nEM, the injectivity of a implies a = e.
Now we will show that n:Z ->Z' is surjective. Suppose XEU and n(x)EZ'.

Then cs.(n(x)) = e so C,(X)Eker(n) 1\ M = N 1\ M = c,(N), by the last paragraph.
Say c.(x) = cs(n) with nEN. Since N c ~(U) it follows from (b) that
cs(n - 1x) = c,(x)c.(n - 1) = c.(x)c.(n) - 1= e. Thus n- 1XEZ and n(n - Ix) = n(x), so
we have lifted n(x) to an element of Z, as required.
Now we can show that a is surjective:

U= MZN,

=MNZ,
= Mcs(N):!l'N(S)Z,
=MZ,

(because U' =M'Z', nM = M',
and nZ = Z'),
(N c (6'(Un,
(by induction),
(because:!l'N(S) c Z) and
Mc.(Cfo(U)) = M, by (b)).

(f) cs:M -> M is bijective. Using part (a) and the surjectivity of a we have
M = C.(U) = cs(MZ) = cs(M). If U, VEM and cs(u) = c.(v) then (a) implies u = vz
for some ZEZ. Thus a(u, e) = a(v,z) so the injectivity of a implies that
z=e. Q.E.D.

9.4 Group actions of diagonalizable groups. We fix a diagonalizable group
T, a morphic action of Ton G, and a T-invariant closed subgroup H of G
containing GT = :!l'G(T). With respect to the action of T on the Lie algebras
9 = L(G) and I) = L(H) we have (see 8.17 for the notation)

9 = gT(f) U 9a
aEt1J(T.G)

g=(gT+~)(f) U Qa'

aet1>(T.G/Hl

where Qa is a complement for 1)a in gao Finally, we write Ta = ker(rx), (aEX(T~).

Proposition

(I) We have L(GT)= gT, and hence gT c I). If G is connected and
unipotent, then GT is connected.

(2) Thefallowing conditions on a subgroup S ofT are equivalent: (a) (GSt c H;
(b) gS c~; (c) S is contained in no TJor aEf/J(T, GjH).

(3) If GS is connected, then GS = GT<=;>S is contained in no Ta (aEf/J(T,G)).
(4) If G is connected and if G i= GT

, then G is generated by the subgroups
:?L.dTa)O, (rxEf/J(T, G)).
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Proof (I). The first assertion is a special case of the Corollary to 9.2 (applied
to the semi-direct product of T and G).
The second assertion of (I) is proved by induction on dim G: If G = GT,

then GT is connected, by hypothesis. Otherwise choose s such that G ¢ :!LG(s).
By 9.3 (2), GS is connected. One argues then as in the proof of the Corollary
to 9.2.

(2): (a)=(b). If (G s)" c H then L(G s) c I), and (I) implies that LlGs)= ~{

(b) =(a). Since f) c 9 we obtain I)s c gS, clearly, and gS c 1.1 implies I)s = gS.
Thus the dimension equality implies (HS)O = (GS)O c H, using (1).
(b)=(c). Writing

we have

9 = I) EEl 11Ga
aE(/)

(tP = tP(T,G/H»

gS = l)s EEl 11 n~ = I)s EEl 11 Ga'
aE (/) aE (/},,,(S) ~ III

Thus gS c f)~IX(S) -=F {I} for all rxEtP, as claimed.
(3) Since G T c G'~ this follows by applying (I) and (2) (la)-=(c)) with

H=G T

(4) Let G' denote the subgroup generated by all GT'(CXEtP(T, G)). The
condition GT -=F G implies that tP (T, G) is not empty. Since L(H 1',) equals 9T, by
(I), and hence contains g1' + g", it follows that L(G') contains !l T + L g" =
g. Hence G' ::::l GO = G. ",,<1>-rlG)

This completes the proof.

9.5 Corollary. Keep the notation of 9.4.

(1) If AEX*(T) and if S = im().), then (GS)O c H if and only if (rx,), >-=F 0 for
all IXE tP(T, G/H). In particular (GS)O = (GT)O ifand only if (!X, A>-=F 0 for all
!XE et>(T, G).

(2) Suppose T is a torus and G -=F GT. Then GO is generated by the (GT~)O.

Moreover, ifk is infinite there is a tE T(k) such that t" -=F I for all !XE et>(T, G),
and for such a t we have :!LG(ty = (G T)".

Part (1) follows directly from 9.4 (2). Since the centralizer of TO contains
that of T, the first assertion of (2) is a consequence of 9.4 (4). The existence
of t follows from the fact that T(k) is dense in T (8.13 (2». The last equality
of (2) then follows from 9.4 (2), applied to H = GT and to the subgroup S
generated by t.

9.6 Proposition. Let n: G -> G' be a surjective and T -equivariant morphism
of k-groups on which the diagonalizable group T acts. Then the induced
homomorphism (GT)O -> (G'1')o is surjective.
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Proof. Since N = ker(n) is T-invariant there is an action of T on GIN, and
n factors through a T-equivariant and bijective morphism GIN -+ G'. Hence
we may assume that G' = GIN. In this case (dn)e:g -+ g' is surjective. Since T
is diagonalizable 9T -+ g'T is also surjective. According to 9.4 (I), however,
the latter is the differential of GT

-+ G'T, so the proposition follows.

Remark. The proof shows even that (G T)" -+(G'T)" is a quotient morphism
if n is a quotient morphism.

Bibliographical Note

The Proposition in 9.1 and Theorem 9.2 are proved in [4,§10J for groups,
and in [2,3J for Lie algebras. Proposition 9.3 is proved in [1, lemme 9.6J
when U is commutative, and in [4,§11.1J in the general case. In [IJ, there
is a counterpart where s is unipotent, and U is a torus, but it will not be
needed in this book. 9.5 generalizes a result proved in [13, Exp. 9, No. IJ
for actions of tori on unipotent groups.

§10. Connected Solvable Groups

The analysis of a general affine group proceeds via a study of its connected
solvable subgroups. This is because the latter have a number of special
properties which make them easier to work with. The main ones are the
fixed point theorem 10.4 and the structure theorem 10.6.

10.1 Complete varieties. We shall collect here some properties of complete
varieties to be used below. Recall (AG.7.4) that V is complete if, for all
varieties X, the projection V x X -+ X is a closed map. Properties (1), (2),
and (3) which follow are taken from (AG.7.4).

(1) A closed subvariety of a complete variety is complete. The image of a
complete variety under a morphism is closed and complete. Products of
complete varieties are complete.

(2) A morphism from a connected complete variety into an affine variety is
constant.

(3) Projective varieties are complete.
(4) Let a: V -+ W be a bijective morphism. If W is normal and complete then

V is also complete. (See (AG.18.3).)
Finally, from (AG.18.5(d)) we have:

(5) Let a: V -+ W be a morphism from an irreducible smooth curve V into a
complete variety W. Then IX extends to a morphism Ii: V-+ W from the
complete smooth curve V containing V.
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10.2 A composition seriesJor Tn" Recall the following subgroups of GLn:

Tn = {g = (gij)lgij = 0 for j < i}

~{(:}GL.}

Dn = {gEGLlIlgij = 0 for i #- j}
= {diag(tl,.··,tn)ltiEK*}.

The following facts are readily checked:

U II = (Til). = (Tn' Til)'

Dn~(GL1)'" Tn=Dn·Un·

Tn is the group of invertible elements in the algebra A of all upper triangular
matrices. The set N of matrices in A with zeroes on the diagonal is an ideal
(in fact the radical) of A. The two sided ideal N h is spanned by the basic
matrices eij for which j ~ i + h. Moreover, the image of eU + h in Nh/Nh+ I

spans a one dimensional two sided ideal in A/Nil + [ since it is killed by N
and is an eigenvector for the diagonal matrices. Thus the vector space Alii

spanned by {eijlj > i + h, or j = i + h ;£ I} is a two sided ideal in A for 0 ;£ h < n
and I ;£ 1;£ n - h. If we order the pairs (h, I) lexicographically we obtain a
descending chain of two sided ideals, starting with A = Ao.o• ending with
An_ I •1 = Kenn , and such that each has codimension one in the next larger
one. Writing T hl = {gETnlg == Imod Alii} we therefore obtain a descending
chain of normal subgroups of Tn" Note that N = A 1.n _ l' and hence
T I.n-l = Un' Thus one sees that the first n quotients are isomorphic to GL I ,

and the remaining ones are isomorphic to Ga. In summary:

Tn isfiltered by a chain ojnormal subgroups with successive quotients isomorphic
to GL[ or Ga.

10.3 Grassmannians andjlag varieties. Let V be an n-dimensional vector space.
We propose to put on the set Gd(V) of d-dimensional subspaces of V the
structure of a projective variety. Define

by sending W to the point in the projective space corresponding to the line
AdW c AdV. It is easily checked (and well known) that J is injective (cf. 5.1
Lemma), so we need only show that its image is closed.

P(AdV) is covered by (affine) open sets U of the following type relative to
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a suitable basis e t , .. , ,ell for V: U consists of all points whose homogeneous
coordinate in the basis of i\ d V defined by e t , .•. , ell' are such that the coefficient
ofe= e1 /\ ... /\ ed is not zero, Thus U is the complement of a linear variety.
Write V = Wo EB W~ where Wo and W~ are spanned by e t , ... , ed and

ed+ 1''''' en, respectively. Then, for W EGiV), we have j(W)E U if and only
if the projection maps W is isomorphically onto Woo In this case W has a
unique basis of the form e l + xt(W), ... , ed+ xiW) with Xj(W)E W~. Say
x;(W) = I aijej. Then f(W) is the projection into P(i\dV) of the vector

j>d

e + ( I <;~<;d el /\ ,., /\ Xi(W) /\ /\ ed) + (*), where (*) involves basis vectors

omitting two or more of et, ,ed. Now

e l /\· .. /\xj(W)/\ .. · /\ed= I aije t /\ ... /\e j /\ .. · /\ed,
j>d

so we see that, in (e 1 + X t (W)) /\ ... /\ (ed+ xi W)), we recover aij as the
coefficient of the basis vector et /\ .•• /\ ej /\ ... /\ ed' (1 ~ i ~ d; j > d, ej at
the ith place), and these coefficients, which determine W, may be prescribed
arbitrarily. The coefficients of the remaining vectors in i\dV are polynomial
functions of the aij' Thus, j(Gd(V)) is essentially the graph of a morphism
from the space of (ajj)'s to another linear space. In particular, it is closed.
Suppose WEGiV) and W'EGd,(V), with d~d'. Then the condition that

We W' can be expressed by algebraic equations on the coordinates in
P(i\dV) x P(i\d'V). Thus {(W, W')EGiV) x Gd,(V)1 W c W'} is a closed
subvariety. The .flay variety, $'( V), is

{(Vb'''' VII)EGt(V) x ... x GII(V)I Vi c Vj + l' 1~ i < n}.

The remarks above show that $'(V) is a projective variety. Hence, by 10.1
(3), $'( V) is complete.
The following remarks on G L(V) illustrate certain theorems to be proved
below for arbitrary connected groups.

If et, ... , ell is a basis for V we can define

cp :GL(V) --+ $'( V)

by cp(g) = (VI'" ., VII)' where Vj is the space spanned by ye t, ... , ge j (1 ~ i ~ n).
It is clear that GL(V) operates transitively on the flags in V, the operation
being such that cp is equivariant. Therefore cp induces a bijective morphism
IX:GL(V)/B --+ $'( V), where B is the isotropy group of the flag cp(e). Under the
isomorphism GL(V) --+ GLn defined by the basis above one sees that B
corresponds to Tn. Write U - for the unipotent subgroup corresponding to
lower triangular matrices. It is easy to check that U -. B contains an open
set in GL(V). In fact, it corresponds to the set of 9 = (gj)1 ;;;j.j;;;n in GLn such
that, for each d ~ n, det(Yi) t;;; i.j;;;d oF 0, and this is clearly open.

In terms of the projective coordinates introduced on each GiV), we see
that the coordinates of cp(g) are given by (get,ge t /\ gez, ... ,ge t /\ ... /\ gell)'
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If gE U - then ge j = ei + L aijej, so
j>i

gel /\ ... /\ gej = (gel /\ ... /\ ge j _ 1 /\ eJ + ( L. ajjge 1 /\ ... /\ ge j - 1 /\ ej).
J>I

Thus we see, by induction on i, that the gei can be determined algebraically
from the projective coordinates of q>(g), for gE U -. As a consequence, q>
induces an isomorphism of U- onto its image. Since, as we saw above, q>(U-)
contains an open set in q>(GL(V)), it follows that the differential of q> is
surjective, i.e. q> is separable. This proves:

q>:GL(V)--->ff(V) induces an isomorphism of varieties Q::GL(V)/B--->ff(V). In
particular, GL(V)/B is a projective variety.

The above proof is a little sketchy, but an independent, and much more
general, one will be given in 11.1.

10.4 Theorem. Let G be a connected solvable group operating morphicaLly on
a non-empty complete variety V Then G has a fixed point in V

Proof. We argue by induction on d = dim G. If d = 0 then G = {e}, so assume
d > O. Then N = (G, G) is connected and of smaller dimension, so the set F of
fixed points of N in V is a non-empty, closed, and hence complete, variety.
Since N is normal in G, it follows that F is stable under G.
By the closed orbit lemma 1.8 there is an XEF such that G(x) is closed.

Since N c Gx' it follows that Gx is normal in G. Thus

G/Gx ---> G(x)

is a bijective morphism from a connected affine variety to a complete one.
Since G(x) is smooth, and hence normal, it follows from 10.1 (4) that G/Gx

is complete. Now 10.1 (2) implies that G/Gx is a point. Q.E.D.

10.5 Corollary (Lie-Kolchin Theorem). Ifn:G --->GL(V) is a linear representa­
tion of a connected solvable group, then n(G) leaves ajlag in V invariant. i.e.
n(G) can be put in triangular form.

Proof. G has a fixed point for the action induced by n on the variety ff(V)
because, by 10.3, ff(V) is complete.
Here is a purely algebraic corollary:

Corollary. Let m be a solvable, not necessarily closed, subgroup of G L( V).
Then some subgroup offinite index in M can be put in triangular form.

Proof. Let H = d(M). We know from 2.4 Cor. 2 that H is solvable. Now
apply the last corollary to HO. Then HO n M has finite index in M, and hence
solves our problem.

10.6 Theorem. Let G be connected, solvable.
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(1) G" is a connected normal k-cfosed subgroup of G containing g)G = (G, G).
(2) GIG" is a torus, and G" contains a chain of closed connected subgroups,

normal in G, such that the successive quotients have dimension onc.
(3) G is nilpotent if and only if Gs is a subgroup of G. In this case, Gs is a

closed subgroup defincd over k, and G is the direct product Gs x G".
(4) The maximal tori in G are conjugate by '6 X G. If T is a maximal torus,

then G = T· G" (semi-direct product). L(Gul is the union of the nilpotent
elements of L(G).

(5) Let S be a not necessarily closed subgroup of G, consisting of semi-simple
elements. Then
(i) S is contained in a torus, and
(ii) GS = :!l'dS) is connected and equal to JVG(S),

(6) Let T be a maximal torus of G. Then any semisimple element of G is
conjugate to a unique element of T.

Proof. (1) Using the Lie-Kolchin Theorem we can embed G in Tn" Then
VII = (T"),, = .9Tn is a closed normal subgroup ofTm so G" is a closed normal
subgroup of G containing g)G. It follows from 4.5 that G" is k-closed. Let
n:G ~ G' = GIg)G be the canonical projection. By 4.7, G' = G~ x G~, hence
G~ is connected. We claim that G" = n-1(GJ If xEG", then n(x)EG~ by 4.4.
Let now xEn-l(G~) and x = Xs'X" its Jordan decomposition. Then, by 4.4,
x s' x"En-l(G~), and XsEg)G. Butg;G c G", hence Xs= e and xEG", which
shows that G" = n-1(GJ Since g)G and G~ are connected, it follows that G"
is connected.

(2) GIG" injects into T..IUn~ D II so GIG" is a commutative connected group
consisting of semi-simple clements, and hence is a torus (see 8.4 and 8.5).
Starting with a chain of connected normal subgroups N i of Tn contained in
Un and with successive quotients isomorphic to Ga (sec 10.2) we obtain from
the groups (Njn G)a a chain of connected normal subgroups of G contained
in G" with successive quotients of dimension ~ I. Once repetitions are
eliminated, the successive quotients will have dimension one.
(3) Suppose first that Gs is a subgroup of G. It projects injectively into

GIG", so G, is commutative. Hence we can use 4.6 to diagonalize Gs under
some faithful rational representation of G in a GL(V). It is then clear that
the closure of Gs is a diagonalizable subgroup of G, necessarily equal to Gs'

clearly. By rigidity 8.10 we have :!l'G(Gs)o='#G(Gs)o. But evidently Gs is
normal in G, so, since G is connected, Gs is central in G. The quotient GIGs
is unipotent, and hence nilpotent 4.8, so it follows that G is nilpotent, as
claimed.
Suppose, conversely, that G is nilpotent. We claim then that Gs lies in the

center of G.
Let aEGs and put V = G". Write ca(x) = xax- 1a- 1 for xEG and put

M = ca( V). According to 9.3 (3) c" induces a bijection M ~ M, so M c {(j'" G.
Since G is nilpotent we conclude that M = {e}, i.e. that a centralizes V. Hence
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GO contains gG, so it is a normal subgroup. In order to prove that GO = G,
it suffices then, in view of 4.4, 4.7, to show that GO::> Gs.
Suppose then that tEGs' Then co(t)eU, so a commutes with colt). Therefore

cJt)a = tat- 1 a-Ia = tat- I is the Jordan decomposition of the semi-simple
element tat - I, so the unipotent part, c,,(t), is e.
Now that Gs is central it follows as above that Gs is a closed diagonalizable

subgroup of G. The Jordan decomposition in G and in L(G) shows that
G = Gs x Gu (group direct product) and that L(G.)nL(GJ = O. Thus G is the
direct product of Gs and Gu as an algebraic group, because G, x Gu --+ G is
bijective and separable.
It remains to be shown that Gs is defined over k.
(a) p= char k = O. The Jordan factors of a geG(k)are in elk) x Gik), and

the action of T =Gal(klk) evidently preserves Jordan decomposition.
Therefore Gs and G" each have dense sets ofk-points which are T-stable, so
they are subgroups defined over k.
(b) p> O. There is a q = pr(r > 0) such that uq = e for all UEoGll' (If G c GLn

then r = n - 1 works.) Then the Jordan decomposition shows that gor-->gq
provides a morphism G --+ Gs' evidently defined over k. It follows from 8.9 (b)
that its restriction to Gs is bijective. Thus G" being the image of a k-morphism,
is defined over k.
(4) We first claim, by induction on dim G, that there is a torus Tin G that

projects onto GIGu. It will then follow that G = T'G" (semi-direct product of
algebraic groups) because the Jordan decompositions imply that Tn Gu = {e}
and L(T)nL(GJ = O.

If G is nilpotent we take T = Gs as in (3). If not then there is an seGs
which is not central, so dim GS< dim G, where we write GS = ~tG(s). Moreover
it follows from (9.6) that (Gs

)" --+ (G/G u)" = GIGu is surjective. Hence we can
find the required Tin (GS)O, by induction.
Next we claim:
(*) Suppose G = T'Gu as above. Then every seGs is conjugate by an element

of (€cr:! G to an element of T.
We prove (*) by induction on dim G. In case G is nilpotent it follows from

part (3) above that Gs is the unique maximal torus, so we may assume G is
not nilpotent, i.e. that (€OCG -# {e}. Let N be the identity component of the
center of C(/ooG. Then N -# {e}, for C(/ooG is connected and unipotent, and N
contains the last non-trivial term of the descending central series of C(/OO G,
which is also connected (see 2.3).
Let n:G --+ G' = G/N be the natural projection. Then G' = T" G~

(semi-direct) where T' = n(T). By induction, there is a g' e'6'cr:!G' such that
g'n(s)g' -1 e T'. Choosing ge~"nG such that n(g) = g', and replacing s by gsg - 1 ,

therefore, we may assume se T- N. We want to conjugate s into T by an
element of N.
Write s = nt with neN and teT. We apply 9.3 to t and N in order to write

n = ct(u)z where uEN, ct(u) = utu- It- I, and where zE:?l,N(t). Thus s =
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utu-lt-lzt=utu-IZ. Since z is unipotent and commutes with t and u, the
equation s = (utu - I)Z is the Jordan decomposition of the semi-simple element
s, and hence z = e. Thus u- I su = tET, thus proving (* ).
To conclude the proof of the first assertion in (4) suppose T' is another
maximal torus in G. Choose sET' so that s" i= I for all'Y..EC/J(T', G). Then it
follows from 9.4 that sand T' have centralizers in G with the same connected
component of e. Using (*) above we can conjugate s into T with an element
of (('ix. G. Conjugating T' likewise we are reduced to the case, therefore, where
T c (Gst = (GTY From (*) we conclude that each element of T' is conjugate
in (GT')O to an element of T. But T' is central in (GT')O, so we have T c T,
and hence T' = T, by maximality.
Let n: G -+ GIG" be the canonical projection. Its restriction to T is an

isomorphism of T onto GIG". Tn particular L(GIG,,) consists of semi-simple
elements, and 4.4 shows that if X Eg is nilpotent, then X Eker dn = L(G,,).
Since L(G,,) consists of nilpotent elements (4.8), this ends the proof of (4).

(5) Let S be a subgroup of G consisting of semi-simple elements, and let
n: G -+ GIG" be the canonical projection. Then the restriction of n to S is
injective, hence S is commutative since GIG" is. Moreover, if nEG normalizes
S, then n(n) centralizes n(S), and therefore (since n Is is injective) n centralizes
S. This proves that :!LdS) = oXG(S), The group S = .x1(S) is a closed
diagonalizable subgroup of G, and we have !!XdS) =:!LG(S), which reduces
us to the case where S is closed for the proof of the remaining assertions.
Let T be a maximal torus of G.

Case 1. S is cel1lral. Then GS = G is connected. If SES, some conjugate of
s lies in T by (*) in (4), so sET. Thus SeT.

Case 2. S is not central. Choose a non central SES. Replacing T by a
conjugate we can assume SE T. Then TeO' = T· G:,. By 9.3, G~ is connected.
Therefore GS is connected, has smaller dimension than G, and contains S.
By induction S is conjugate in GS to a subgroup of T, and (G')S = GS is
connected. This completes the proof of (5).

(6) By (5), any semisimple element s of G is conjugate to at least one
element tET. Let n:G-+G'=Glfflt"G be the canonical projection. It is an
isomorphism of Tonto G'. This implies that n(s) = net) and the uniqueness of t.

10.7 Curves with a connected group ofautomorphisms. The structure theorem
10.6 has one glaring deficiency; it gives no accounting of groups of dimension
one. These appear as the "composition factors" of G" in part (2) of the
theorem.
In fact the only one dimensional connected groups are GL I and Ga' This

will be shown in 10.9. We shall deduce this fact from the following proposition,
which, in turn, is a corollary of the classification of one-dimensional groups.
The proof we give of the proposition uses facts about Jacobians of curves,

which are in the spirit of, but outside the framework of, these notes.

Proposition. Let X he a complete, smooth, irreducihle algehraic curve. Suppose
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that a connected group G ofdimension ~ I operates non trivially on X with a
fixed point. Then X is isomorphic to the projective line, P l'

Proof. We must show that the genus, gen X of X, is zero. Let f:X -+J be
the canonical morphism ofX into its Jacobian 1. (See Lang, Abelian varieties,
Ch. II, §2.) J is an abelian variety ( = complete connected algebraic group)
whose dimension equals gen X, and f(X) generates J. Moreover (loc. cit.,
Theorem 9) any rational map h:X -+ A, where A is an abelian variety, induces
a unique homomorphism rx:J -+ A such that h(x) = rx(f(x» + a for some aEA
independent of XEX. (We are, of course, writing + for the group operation
in the abelian varieties here.) In fact this "universal mapping property" clearly
determines f up to translation by an element of J. We shalI normalize f so
that f(p) = 0, where pEX is some fixed point ofG (which is assumed to exist).

If gEG the universal mapping property implies that fog:X -+J is of the
form rxg0 f + agfor some group morphism rxg:J -+ J and some agEJ. Evaluating
at p = g(p) shows that ag = 0, so fog = rxg 0 f. We are now tempted to assert
that we have an action G x J -+ J, giving a connected family of automorphisms
of J, and to invoke the rigidity of abelian varieties (d. 8.10).
Rather than justify that assertion we argue directly: If aEJ define f3o: G -+ J

by f3o(g) = Cig(a). In case a = f(x) for some SEX this is the composite map

G~ X ---.L.. J, where f3x(g) = g(x), and this is a morphism. In general we can

write a = r f(x;) for suitable XjEX so f30 = r f3 f(x;) is again a morphism.
Let mJ = ker(m-+ma) in J, where rn is a positive integer. Then mJ is finite

(loc. cit.), and it is clearly stable under each rxg. Hence f3o(G) is finite for each
aEmJ. Since G is connected and f3ie) = a, it follows that f3a(G) = {a}.
Thus, for gEG, rxg:J -+ J fixes alI elements of finite order. But the latter are

dense in J (loc. cit), so rxg = lJ.
We conclude that!:X -+J is a G-equivariant map with G operating trivially

on the right. Hence f colIapses each G-orbit in X to a point. Since G acts
non trivialIy on the irreducible curve X some G-orbit must contain an open
dense set. The complement of the latter is finite, so X has only finitely many
G-orbits. It follows that J is generated by a finite set f(X). This is clearly
impossible unless J = {O}, i.e. unless dim J( = gen X) = O. Q.E.D.

10.8 The automorphism group ofP1 is PGL2• We shalI write

G = PGL2 = GL2/S,

where

S = rc(GL2) = {allaEK*}.

is the group of scalar 2 x 2 matrices. The projection GL2 -+ GwiIl be denoted
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In order to avoid confusion the projection

~12 -+~ = pgl2 = ~12/K'1

will be denoted

Consider the torus T = 02/S in G. We have the isomorphism

Let aEX(T) be such that <a,A> = 1, i.e. such that (a'Y=a for aEGL t . Next
define

by

U~(b)=[~ ~J and U_,,(C)=[~ ~J

The images ofu" and u_" will be denoted Va and V -", respectively. A direct
calculation shows that

and

(1)

for tE T and b, cEGu ' The resulting commutator formulas,

(t,u,,(b)) = u,,((t" - l)b),

and

(t, u-,,(c)) = U _,,((t - 0 - t )c),

show that the derived groupqj)G contains U 0 and U _O' The subgroup
generated by V" and U _" clearly has dimension > 2. Since dim G = 3 and
G is connected we conclude:
(2) G = E0G, and G is generated by U0 and V _O' The Lie algebras L( T),

L(U0)' and L(U _0) are spanned by

(3) H=[l OJ, x,,=[O IJ, and x_,,=[O OJ,
00/, OOL tO L

respectively. Moreover it follows from (1) that X" and X _" are semi-invariants
of weights a and - IX, respectively, for T under AdG. Therefore

~ = L(T)EBL(V,)EJjL(U_,)

= 9T EB g" EJj ~ _ ,
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is the root space decomposition of g relative to the torus T, and

(/J(T, G) = {Ct, - Ct}.

Write the elements of K 2 as column vectors, and denote the projection

K2 -{0}-.+Pl

by

The action (by left multiplication) of GL2 on K 2 induces an action of GL2
on PI so that the above projection is equivariant. Since S operates trivially
on PI we deduce an action of G on PI by

[: ~J[:J=[:;:~~l
Embed Kinta PI by the identification

and write w = [~l so that
PI = Ku{w}.

We next introduce the open set

V = {(x, y, Z)E(Pd3 jx, y, and Z are distinct}
and define

cp:G-.+ V by cp(g) = (g(O),g(I),g(w)).

Thus cp is just the G-orbit map for (0, 1, W)E V.

Contention. cp is an isomorphism of varieties. In particular G operates simply
transitively on triples of distinct points in PI'

If

then

cp(g) = ([:J[::~J[~J).
Thus

(4)
g(w) = w<o>b = 0,

g(O) = O<o>c = 0, and
g(1) = I <o>a + b = c + d.
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Therefore q>(g) = (0, 1, (0) implies 9 = [~ ~J= e, so q> is injective.

To see that q> is surjective suppose we are given (x, y, Z)E V. Since GL2 is
clearly doubly transitive on lines in K 2 we can first transform (x, y, z) into

an element of the form ( 0, [:100 ). The fact that [:Jis distinct from °
and 00 means that a =1=°=1= d. Therefore, we can transform ( 0, [:J' 00 ) to

[ OJ-I(0,1, (0) with ~ d .

Finally we must show that (dq»e:g -> T(V)(o.I.OO) is surjective. We have:

u-a(c)(O, 1, 00) = (c, 1 + c, 00).

Since du-i1) = X -a this yields (dq»iX -a) = (1, 1,0). By symmetry, we have
(dq»iXa) = (0,1,1). Next we have

a\O, 1,00) = (O,a- I
, (0).

Since dA(I) = H, it follows that (dq»e(H) = (0, -1,0). Q.E.D.

Remark. If we worked with SL2 in place of GL2 it would still be true that
SL2 -> PGL2 is surjective. However, it is not separable in characteristic two.
We would have to replace T by the image of the group T' of matrices of the

form diag(a, a - I) in SL2. But L(T') is spanned by [1 OJ, and [1 OJ° -1 ° -1 L
vanishes in characteristic two.

Proposition. Let H be a k-group acting k-morphically on PI' Then this action
is induced by a unique k-morphism r:x:H -> PGL2 .

Proof. Define f3: H -> V by f3(h) = (h(O), h(1), h( 00)), and let r:x = q> - 1 0 13. Then
r:x(h)(i) = h(i), i= 0, 1, 00, and r:x is clearly a k-morphism. To show, finally, that
r:x(h) and h yield the same automorphism of PI it suffices to show that an
automorphism 9 of PI fixing 0,1, and 00 is the identity.
But K(P1) = K(x) where x is the unique rational function on PI with a

zero of order one at 0, a pole of order one at 00, and no other singularities,
and x(l) = 1. Since xog must have the same properties we see that 9 induces
the identity on K(P1); hence 9 is the identity.

10.9 Theorem. Let G be a connected affine group of dimension one. Then G
is isomorphic to either GL 1 or to Ga.

Proof. G is a dense open set in a unique complete smooth curve G (see
AG.18.5(d)). It follows from (AG. 18.5(f)) that the action of G on itself by
translation extends uniquely to an action of G on G. Since G- G is a finite
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set stable under the connected group G it follows that G fixes the points of
G- G. Since G is affine the number, m, of such points is > O. Hence it follows
from to.7 that G~ P l' Choose an identification of Gwith P I so that 00 ¢G.
Then we obtain from 10.8 an embedding of G into PGL2 so that G lies in

the isotropy group {[: ~J} of 00 (see 10.8 (4)). It further follows from

to.8 that G fixes at most two points of PI' i.e. that m ~ 2.
Case J. m = 2. Choose projective coordinates so that the fixed point other

than 00 is O. Then G lies in the torus T;;;: GL1 of elements {[a OJ}. For
dimension reasons G = T 0 d

Case 2. m = 1. G acts on the affine line K = PI - {co} by transformations
of the form x~ax + c. These form a solvable group, so G is solvable. Since
!?}G is connected and dim!?}G < dim G = 1 we conclude that G is abelian.
Write G = Gs x Gu (see 4.7). For dimension reasons again, we must have
G = Gs or G = Gu• If G = Gs' then (see 8.4 and 8.5) G is a one dimensional
torus, i.e. G ~ GL1. Let now G = Gu . If g(x) = agx + cg then g~ag is a
morphism G~GLI' It must be trivial because G is unipotent. Hence g~Cg
gives an embedding G~ Go' and dimension count again shows that this must
be an isomorphism.

Remark. In case G ~ GL 1, it follows from 8.11 that such an isomorphism
exists over ks. Suppose, on the other hand, that G ~ Go. Let Gbe the complete
non-singular curve defined over k containing G. The argument above shows
that G- G consists of a single point, P, so P must be rational over L = kp

-'.

It is known then (see Serre, Corps locaux, Ch. X, §6, Ex. 1) that Gis isomorphic
over L to PI' and we can choose this isomorphism to carry P to co in PI'
This done, the isomorphism of G with Go obtained above can be seen to be
rational over L.

10.10 Group actions on Go. The points of Go and of its Lie algebra 90 both
coincide with K. An endomorphism of Go as a curve is given by an
endomorphism of its affine algebra, K[T], and the latter is defined by a
polynomial f(T). This will be a group morphism if and only if f is additive:
f(T + H) = f(T) + f(H). Let p = char(K).

(i) If p = 0 then f(T) = cT for some CEK.
(ii) If p > 0 then f(T) = kjCjTP'.
These follow by applying djdT to the addition formula to conclude that
f'(T) is a constant. Subtracting the linear term from f(T) one obtains, in
case (ii), a polynomial g(TP) and g is additive of lower degree, so induction
applies to establish (ii).
In either case it is easily seen that an automorphism of Go corresponds

to a polynomial f(T) = cT (cEK*), and that we thus obtain an isomorphism
of GL 1 with the automorphism group of Ga.
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If we view Ga as PI - {oo} and note that group automorphisms fix OEGm

then we can also obtain the automorphism group as the intersection in PGLz
of the isotropy groups of 0 and 00. This intersection is the torus

T={[~ ~J} introduced in 10.8.
Let G be any group acting as automorphisms on Ga. Then it follows from

the above remarks that there is a character r:x:G~ GL t through which G acts:

g(x) = gOx (gEG,XEGa).

For such an action the induced action on ga is clearly given by the same
character:

g(X) = gao X, (gEG, X Ega)'

Bibliographical Note

lOA and 10.6 are proved in [I]. The original Lie theorem states that a
connected linear solvable Lie group over the complex numbers can be put
in triangular form. The generalization to algebraic groups in 10.5 is due to
Kolchin [19]. The proof given here is taken from [I].
It seems somewhat surprising that the proofG ~ GL t , G a ifG is connected,

one-dimensional (\ 0.9) is not more elementary, or at any rate more
self-contained. The result has been known for quite a while, of course.
However, the author would be hard put to refer to a complete proof
antedating the one given by Grothendieck in [13, Exp. 7]. The latter proof
is quite different from the one described above, and is much more algebraic.
It makes use of some results of §§ 10,11, and will be sketched in 11.6. More
elementary proofs may be found in [32:2.6] or [17:20].



Chapter IV

Borel Subgroups; Reductive Groups

Throughout this chapter Gdenotes a connected affine group, and all algebraic
groups are understood to be affine.

§11. Borel Subgroups

11.1 A Borel subgroup of G is one which is maximal among the connected
solvable subgroups. They clearly exist, for dimension reasons.

Theorem. Let B be a Borel subgroup of G. Then all Borel subgroups are
conjugate to B, and GIB is a projective variety.

Proof. Let R be a Borel subgroup of maximal dimension. Choose a faithful
representation n:G -+ GL( V) with a line V1 c V such that R is the stability
group of V1 in G and L(R) is the stability Lie algebra of V1 in L(G). (See
Theorem 5.1.) Applying 10.5 to the induced representation of R on VIVl , we
obtain a flag F = (V1' Vz,"" Vn ) in V stabilized by R. Let /(V) denote the
flag variety of V, on which G operates via n. Then the canonical map from
GIR to the orbit, G(F), of F in /(V) is an isomorphism of varieties. This
follows because the map from GIR to the orbit of V1 in the projective space
P(V) is already an isomorphism of varieties (See Theorem 6.8 and proof.)
Suppose F'E/(V) has stability group R' in G. Since R' leaves a flag

invariant, it is solvable. The maximality of dim R therefore implies
dim R' ~ dim R, and hence dim GIR ~ dim GIR'. Thus G(F) is a G-orbit in
/(V) ofminimal dimension, so the closed orbit lemma (1.8) implies that G(F)
is closed. This proves that GIR is a projective variety.
Letting B operate on GIR, in the natural way, we see, using lOA, that B

has a fixed point, i.e. that BxR c xR for some xEG. But this means
x -1BxR c R, hence X-I Bx c R. Since B is maximal connected solvable, this
implies X-I Bx = R.

11.2 A parabolic subgroup P of G is a closed subgroup such that GIP is a
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complete variety. Since the homogeneous space GjP is always quasi-projective
(see 6.8), it is complete if and only if it is a projective variety.

Corollary. A closed subgroup P of G is parabolic if and only if it contains a
Borel subgroup.

Proof. If P contains a Borel subgroup B then GjB~ Gj P is a surjective
morphism from a complete variety, so GjP is complete. Conversely, by lOA,
a Borel subgroup B has a fixed point in the complete variety GjP, so some
conjugate of B lies in P.

11.3 Corollary. (l) The maximal tori in G coincide with the maximal tori in
the various Borel subgroups ofG, and they are all conjugate.

(2) The maximal connected unipotent subgroups of G are each the unipotent
part of a Borel subgroup, and they are all conjugate.

Proof. (1) A maximal torus T is connected and solvable so it lies in some
Borel subgroup B. Evidently it is a maximal torus in B, so 10.6(4) implies
that B = T· Bu (semi-direct), and that all maximal tori of B are conjugate to
T Since any two Borel subgroups are conjugate, part (I) follows.
(2) If U is connected and unipotent then U is nilpotent (see 4.8), so U lies

in a Borel subgroup B. According to 10.6(2), Bu is a connected subgroup of
B, evidently containing U, and hence U = Bu if U is maximal. The conjugacy
of the Bo's follows immediately from that of the B's.

11.4 Corollary. Let B be a Borel subgroup of G. (1) If an automorphism a of
G fixes the elements of B. then (/ is the idelltity.

(2) If XEG centralizes B then XE<"C(G).

Proof. Part (2) follows from (1) with a = lnt(x). To prove (1) consider the
morphism f: G~ G, f(g) = a(g)g - 1. Then f factors through G~ GjB, so f(G)
is complete, and affine, hence a point (see 10.1).

11.5 Corollary. Let B be a Borel subgroup of G.

(l) If B = Bs , then G is a torus.
(2) If B contains no torus '* {e}, then G is unipotent. In either case G = B.
(3) The following conditions are equivalent:

(a) G has a unique maximal torus.
(b) Some maximal torus lies in <"C(G).
(c) G is nilpotent.
(d) B is nilpotent.

Proof. (l) Using 10.6(4), we can write B = To Bu , with T a maximal torus. If
B = Bs then B = T is commutative, and hence, by 1104, central in G. But then
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CIB is an affine connected group which is also a complete variety, hence =
{e}.
(2) On the other hand, if T={e}, so that B=B" is nilpotent, then

:!t8(B)0 = H #- {e}. By 11.4, H is central in C. Since BIH is a unipotent Borel
subgroup in CIH we conclude by induction on dim C that CIH = BIH, i.e.
that B = C.
(3) (a)=(b). If T is the unique maximal torus, then T is normal in C, and
the rigidity of tori (8.10) implies that T is central.
(b)=(c). If T is a central maximal torus, then let T be the inverse image
in C of a torus in CIT. Since T and T/T both consist of semi-simple elements,
so also does T. Hence it follows from part (I) above that T is a torus. (We
have used the fact that T is connected, which follows because T and TIT
are connected.) Now by maximality of T, we must have T = T In conclusion,
this argument shows that GIT contains no non-trivial tori. Hence part (2)
above implies that CIT is unipotent, and hence also nilpotent. Since T is
central in C, the group C is also nilpotent.
(c)=(d) is obvious.
(d)=(a). If B is nilpotent then 10.6(3) implies that B = T x B" with T= Bs ,

a maximal torus in C. Now T c "6(B), and ~(B) c ~(G) by ) 1.4. Hence T
has a unique conjugate (itself), and (a) follows from 11.3(1).

Corollary. Suppose C contains a normal torus T such that CIT is also a torus.
Then G is a torus.

Proof. The hypotheses clearly imply that G = G" so part (1) above implies
G is a torus.

11.6 Corollary. If dim G ;£ 2, then C is solvable.

Proof. Write B = T· B" as above. If B #- C then dim B;£ I, so we must have
B = T or B = B". But 11.5 then implies that G = B; contradiction.

Remark. We now sketch the proof of 10.9 given in [13, Exp. 7], alluded to
at the end of §1O. Let C be one-dimensional. The Corollary above implies
that G is solvable. Then dim(C, G) < dim G, hence G is commutative. By 10.6(4),
we have C = T'C" where T is a maximal torus. Dimension considerations
then show that either C = T, in which case C ~ GL1, or C =, C". It follows
from the proof of 10.6(2) (using an embedding of G in the unipotent part of
some T,,) that C admits a non-trivial morphism n:G --> G•. Since Go is
connected of dimension one it follows that n is an isogeny, i.e. that n is
surjective and that N = ker(n) is finite.
Let p be the characteristic exponent of K. Then every element of the

unipotent group G has order a power of p. It follows that n is an isomorphism
if p = I (i.e. if char(K) = 0). If p > 1 then N is a finite group of order p" for
some n ~ O. One proves that G ~ Go by induction on n.
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If n = 0, i.e. if n is bijective, then, by (AG.18.2), K(G) is a purely inseparable
extension of K(Ga ) = K(x). Taking a high pth power one concludes that K(G)
is isomorphic to a subfield of K(x), so Liiroth's theorem (see e.g. van der
Waerden, Algebra, vol. I) implies that K(G) is purely transcendental. Thus
G is, as a variety, isomorphic to an open subset of the projective line, and
one concludes the proof by embedding G into PGL2 as in the proof of
Theorem 10.9.

If n > 0 we can factor out a subgroup of index p in N and apply induction
to reduce to the case n = 1. We can further use the case n = 0 to conclude
that GIN ~ Ga and so arrange that n is separable. Tn this case K(G) is a
Galois extension of degree p of K(x), to which one can apply Artin-Schreier
theory. (See [13, Exp. 7J, Lemma 3, for details.)

11.7 Corollary. Let T be a maximal torus ofG. Then C =:!l'G(T)° is nilpotent,
and C = JVG(C)o.
The conjugacy theorem 11.3 shows that T is the unique maximal torus of

C, therefore by 11.5, C is nilpotent. Moreover, T is normal in .VG(C), and
consequently by 8.10, T is centralized by JVG(C)".

11.8 Proposition. Let X EL(G). Then X is semi-simple ifand only (lit is tangent
to a torus in G.

A torus is isomorphic to a diagonal group, hence its Lie algebra consists
of semi-simple elements, which proves the "if" part of the proposition.
Assume now X to be semi-simple. By 9. t, the Lie algebra ~ of H = :!LdX)

is equal to 5g(X); in particular, it contains X. Let T be a maximal torus of
Hand C =:!l'H(Tr. Then L(C) = ,)(T) by (9.2, COL), hence X EL(C). By 11.7,
C is nilpotent, hence C = T X CII' in view of 10.6. Since L(C.J consists of
nilpotent elements, it follows that X EL(T).

11.9 Lemma. Let H be a closed subgroup of G, and put

X=GH= UgHg- l
.

ljEG

(1) If GIH is complete, then X is dosed.
(2) Assume there is an hEH having only finitely many fixed points in GIH,

i.e. such that {XEG IhExHx- I} constitutes afinite number ofcosets ofH. Then
X contains a dense open set in G.

Proof. Consider the morphisms

" fiG x G ---- G x G ----(GIH) x G

where a(x,y)=(x,xyx- 1) and f3=n x IG, with n:G-+GIH the quotient
morphism. Put M = f3(a(G x H)) = {(n(x),z)!XEG,x-1ZXEH}.
(i) M is closed. If X-1ZXEH, then (xh)-lz(xh)EH for all hEH, so it follows
that f3-1(M) = a(G x H). Since a is an isomorphism of varieties, and since
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P:G x G-->(G x G)/(H x {e}) is a quotient morphism, and hence open, we
conclude that M is closed because P-l(M) is closed.
(ii) X=prG(M), so X is closed if G/H is complete. For prG(M)=

{YIX-1YXEH for some xEG} =x.
(iii) dim M = dim G at each point ofM.
The fibre over n(x) of the surjective morphism prC;/H:M --> G/H is

isomorphic to xHX-I, so the dimension of each fibre is dim H. Hence
dim M = dim G/H + dim H = dim G at each point.
The fibre of prG:M --> Gover Y is

{n(x)lx-1YXEH} = {n(x)IYEXHx- 1}

= {n(x)ly'n(x) = n(x)}.

(In the latter, the dot refers to the natural action of G on G/H.) Tn view of
this, the hypothesis of (2) says simply that the fibre of prG: M --> G over some
hEH is finite (and #- ¢). Therefore, if N is an irreducible component of M
such that hEprG(N), the fibres of prG in N are "generically finite," i.e. they

are each finite over some dense open set in prG(N) (see (AG.10. l)). Since
dim N = dim G and G is connected it follows that prG:N --> G is dominant.
Thus X, which contains prG(N), contains a dense open set in G.

11.10 Theorem. Let B be a Borel subgroup ofG, T a maximal torus ofG, and
C = fZG(T)o. Then the union of the conjugates of B (resp. Bu ' resp. T, resp. C)
is G (resp. Gu' resp. Gs' resp. contains a dense open set of G).
By 11.7, C is nilpotent. Since T is a maximal torus, it follows then from
10.6 that C = T x Cu' By 8.18, there exists tE T such that fZ(t)O = fZ(T)O = C.
Let gEG be such that gtg-1EC. Then gtg-1ET, and fZ(gtg-1):=>fZ(T). For
dimension reasons, we have then fZ(gtg-I)O = C, hence flEJV'(C). Since
JV(C)O = C, by 11.7, it follows that the set of conjugates of t contained in C
is finite. This is condition (2) of 11.9, taking C to be the subgroup H, hence
GC contains a dense open subset of G. Since C is nilpotent, it is contained
in some Borel subgroup B' of G. Then GB' contains a dense open set. But
G/B' is complete (11.1), hence (11.9) GB' is closed. Consequently G = GB'. By
the conjugacy of Borel subgroups, we have also G = GB. The remaining part
of the theorem then follows from 10.6.

11.11 Corollary. C6(G) is the center ofeach Borel subgroup. C6(Gt is the inter­
section of all maximal tori in G.

Proof. Let gEC6(G) and let B be a Borel subgroup. Some conjugate of 9 lies
in B, so gEB, i.e. C6(G) c C6(B). The reverse inclusion follows from 11.4.

If gEC6(G)s then gEB, as we saw above, and 10.6(5) implies that 9 belongs
to a maximal torus Tin B. Now part (I) of 11.3 implies 9 belongs to every
maximal torus. Thus C6(G)s c H, the intersection of all maximal tori. Since
H is a closed subgroup of a torus it is a diagonalizable group, and it is clearly
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normal in G. Hence by rigidity (8.10), H is central in G. With the inclusion
proved above this shows that H = ~(G)s' as claimed.

11.12 Corollary. Let S be a subtorus of G and aE!l'G(S), Then {as} uS is
contained in a torus of G. The group :!tG(S) is connected. For any gEG, the
element 9 belongs to :!tG(gs)"'

Proof. We show first that {a} uS is contained in a Borel subgroup of G. Let
B such a group and F, the fixed point set of a in GIB, under the natural
action. By 11.10, a is contained in a conjugate of B, hence F is not empty.
Since S centralizes a, it leaves F stable. By 1004, S has a fixed point in F,
say x. The stability group B' of x is then a Borel subgroup of G containing
{a} uS.
This reduces the proof of the first assertion to the case where G is solvable,

in which case it follows from 10.6(5). By 10.6(5), also, the group :!t8'(S) is
connected, whence aE:!tG(S)O, and the second assertion. Let now gEG. By
11.10, 9 belongs to a Borel subgroup B of G. Then gE.£l'8(g,). But the latter
group is connected (10.6)(5), hence gE:!tG(gs)"'

11.13 Definition. A Canan subgroup ofG is the centralizer ofa maximal torus.
The Cartan subgroups of G are connected by 11.12, nilpotent by 11.7, and

conjugate to each other by 11.3. In view of 10.6, the map TI-->:!tdT) is a
bijection of the set of maximal tori onto the set of Cartan subgroups, and
q G(T) = T x q G(T)u' Finally, by IUO, the union GC of the conjugates of a
Cartan subgroup contains a dense open set of G.

11.14 Proposition (I) Let ccG -> G' be a surjective morphism of algebraic
gmups, and let B = T· Bu be a Borel subgroup of G, with T a maximal torus.
Then a(B) = cx(T)'a(BJ is a Borel subgroup ot' G', and every such subgroup
is obtained in this way. Moreover a(T) is a maximal torus in G' and a(BJ =
a(B)".

(2) Let H be a connected subgroup of G and let Bo be a Borel subgroup of
H. Then Bo = (H 1\ B)" for some Borel subgmup B of G. If H is normal, the
Borel subgroups of H are the groups (B 1\ H)", where B ranges over all Borel
subgroups of G.

The analogous assertions hold for maximal tori and for maximal connected
unipotent subgroups.

Proof. The composite G -> G' -> G'I::I.(B) induces a surjective morphism
GIB -> G'Itj,(B), so the latter is complete, i.e. a(B) is parabolic. Therefore cx(B)
contains a Borel subgroup (11.2). But cx(B) is connected and solvable, sO::l.(B)
is itself a Borel subgroup. The semi-direct product decomposition tj,(B) =
cx(T)'rx(Bu) and the fact that cx(BJ = rx(B)u follow from the conservation of
Jordan decomposition. In particular cx(T) is a maximal torus in cx(B), and
hence also in G'. The conjugacy theorem in G' implies that all Borel subgroups,
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all maximal tori, and all maximal connected unipotent subgroups of G' are
obtained in this way.
(2) Extend the connected solvable group Bo to a Borel subgroup B of G.
Then Bo c (H I\B)O, and the latter is a connected solvable subgroup of H.
Hence it coincides with Bo . The argument for tori and connected unipotent
groups is similar.

Corollary 1. Let S be a torus and f: G -+ S a surjective morphism. Then any
maximal torus T of G contains a torus S' such that f: S' -+ S is an isogeny.
By the proposition, f: T -+ S is surjective. By 8.5, COL, the identity

component of ker fiT is a direct factor in T, whence the corollary.

Corollary 2. Let G be connected, f: G -+ G' a surjective morphism and S a torus
in G. Then f(.?ZG(S)) =.?ZG,(f(S)).
Let SES act on G by Int s and on G' by Int f(s). Then f is S-equivariant

and 9.6 shows that f(.?ZG(Sr) = .?ZG,(f(S)r. Since .?ZG(S) and .?ZG,(f(S)) are
connected by the theorem, the corollary follows.

11.15 Proposition. Suppose G acts transitively on a variety D so that the
isotropy groups of the points in D are Borel subgroups of G. Let T be a torus
in G. Then GT= .?ZG(T) stabilizes and acts transitively on each irreducible
component of DT. If B is a Borel subgroup of G normalized by T, then BT is
a Borel subgroup of GT and every Borel subgroup of GT is of this form.

Proof. Clearly GT stabilizes D T
, and hence also each irreducible component

of D T since GT is connected (11.12). Let X be an irreducible component of
DTand let BoE.98 be the stability group of some xoEX. The orbit map n:G -+ D,
n(g) = gxo' induces a bijective morphism G/Bo-+ D, so D is complete.
We must show that the inclusion GTxoc X is an equality. Since X is

connected and since n has connected fibres (:;;;; Bo) it follows that Y = n-I(X)
is connected If yEY then n(Y)EDT so y-1Tyc Bo. Let a:Y x T-+Bo/(Bo)u
be the composite of (y,t)~y-Ity with the projection Bo-+Bo/(Bo)u' The
rigidity of tori (8.10) implies now that a(y, t) is independent of y. Since T c Bo

we have eE Y and hence for yE Y we have y-I ty =: t mod(Bo)u for all tET.
Thus y-I Ty c T'(Bo)u' The latter is connected so the conjugacy of its
maximal tori implies that y-I Ty =g-I Tg for some 9 = tbE T-(Bo)u, and we
can replace 9 by b. If SET then, modulo (BoL we have y-lsy=:s=:b-1sb.
But y-I Ty -+ Bo/(Bo)u is injective, so the congruence implies y- 1sy = b-1sb,
i.e. yb-1EGT. Thus n(y)=yxo~yb-lxoEGTxo(because bEBo~Gxo)' and
GTXo contains n(Y) = X, as claimed. Since X is complete (being a closed set
in D), it follows from (AG.18.3) that GT/B: is complete, for we have a bijective
morphism GT/B: -+x. But B:' is connected and solvable, so B:' is a Borel
subgroup of GT

• It follows then from 11.14 that every Borel subgroup of GT

is so obtained.
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Corollary. If GJ" is solvable, then T normalizes only finitely many Borel sub­
groups of G, and each of those contains GT

. This occurs, for instance, if T is
a maximal torus.

Proof. Let Y = GIB, for some Borel subgroup B of G. The orbits of GJ" on
the complete variety yT are the irreducible components of yT, by the
proposition. But GT is connected (11.12). If it is solvable, then the fixed point
theorem (10.14) implies that GT has a fixed point on each irreducible
component of yT, so each of the latter reduces to a point, and yT is finite.
Now Xf--> G, is a bijection of yT on the set of Borel subgroups normalized
by T, and each such G, contains GT

. The last assertion follows from 11.7.

11.16. Theorem (c. Chevalley). Every parabolic subgroup P of G is equal to
its normalizer in G and is connected.

Proof. We first reduce the proof of the case of a Borel subgroup. Assume
then that every Borel subgroup is equal to its normalizer. Let nE%G(P) and
B be a Borel subgroup of P. Then /lB is also one, hence there exists by 11.1
an element p of P such that P/IB = B. But B is also a Borel subgroup of G,
since P is parabolic, hence, by our assumption pnEB, and therefore nEP.
The identity component po of P is also a parabolic subgroup, and P belongs
to its normalizer, hence po = P and P is connected.
There remains to show that every Borel subgroup B of G is equal to its
normalizer. Note that if dim ~ 2, then G is solvable (11.6) and there is nothing
to prove. Arguing by induction on dim G we may therefore assume our
assertion to be true for connected groups of dimension < dim G.
Let N =.AIG(B). Let T be a maximal torus of B, hence of G. We claim

first that NcB·(./f/G(T)nN). Let nEN. Then /IT is a maximal torus of B,
hence there exists bEB such that bnE.AIG(T) and our assertion follows. It
suffices therefore to show that if nENn%dT), then nEB. Let S be the fixed
point set of Int n in T. We distinguish three cases:
(i) So c <'C(G) and is of dimension ~ 1. We note first that So, being central,
belongs to B (11.11). Let G' = GISo and n:G ---+ G' be the natural projection.
Then n(n)E%G(n(BO)). Since n(B) is a Borel subgroup of G' (11.14), we have
n(n)En(B) by the induction assumption, hence nEn -1(n(B)). But n- 1(n(B)) =
B since So c B.
(ii) So is not central, ofdimension ~ I. Then fZ'(SO), is =j; G and is connected
by 11.12. By construction, nEfZ'(SO), hence n normalizes fZ'(SO)nB, which, by
11.15, is a Borel subgroup of fZ'(S). Our induction assumption then implies
that nEfZ'(SO)nB, whence nEB.
(iii) S is finite. This is the essential case. Let <P be the map t f--> n- t· n - I . t - I.

It is a morphism of T into itself, whose kernel is S. Since S is finite, <p is
surjective. Therefore every element of T is a commutator in N, and T belongs
to the derived group ~N of N. By 5.1, we can find a morphism a:G ---+ GL(E)
such that E contains a line D whose full stability group in G is N. Then D
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is the space of a one dimensional representation of N, given by a rational
character X. The image of X is contained in GL 1 , which is commutative and
consists of semisimple elements. Therefore ker X contains B" and .<!.&N, hence
also T. As a consequence, Be ker X. For dED, the orbit map gt-+g'd defines a
morphism of the irreducible projective variety GjB into affine space, hence
the image is reduced to a point and G = B. A fortiori N = B.

11.17 Corollary. Let B be a Borel subgroup of G.

(i) Every parabolic subgroup is conjugate to one and only one parabolic sub­
group containing B.

(ii) B is maximal among the solvable (not necessarily closed or connected)
subgroups of G.

(iii) Let P, Q, R be parabolic subgroups and assume that gQ = R for some
gEG. IfQnR contains P, then Q = R. If P::::> Q,R then i7EP.

Proof. (i) In view of the conjugacy of Borel subgroups 11.1 and of 11.2, every
parabolic subgroup is conjugate to at least one containing B. For the
uniqueness, we have to show that if P, Q::::> Band P = gQ for some gEG, then
P = Q. By 11.14, there exists PEP, such that pgB = B, whence pgEB by the
theorem and gEP, P = Q.
(ii) Suppose Be H c G, with H a solvable subgroup. Then fj is solvable

(2.4), so we can assume that H is closed. It then follows that B = HO, hence
HeAtG(B) = Band H = B.
(iii) P contains a Borel subgroup, hence the first assertion follows from

(i). Assume now that P::::> Q, R. Then 9P and P contain R, hence are equal,
and gEAtGP, hence gEP by the theorem.

Caution. A maximal solvable subgroup need not be a Borel subgroup. For
instance, if G = 80(n), (n ~ 3, p # 2), the group of diagonal matrices in G is
isomorphic to (71j271)"- 1, but not contained in any Borel subgroup.

11.18 The "variety" .'Je = 84(G) of all Borel subgroup of G. It is first of all a
set on which G operates by conjugation. The conjugacy Theorem 11.1 says
G acts transitively. The stability group of BE84 is AtG(B) which, by the
normalizer Theorem 11.16, is just B.

If H is a subgroup of G then its fixed point set in PA is

fJJH = {BE&6'IH c B},

again because of the normalizer theorem.
Fix BoEfJJ and let n: G -> GjBo be the quotient morphism. If x = n(g) then

the stability group of x is

Gx = {hlhgBo '" gBo} = {hlg-1hgEBo} = gBoEfJJ.

Thus we can define
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Since <p(n(q)) = 9Bo it follows from the conjugacy theorem that <p is surjective.
Moreover (p(n(g)) = <p(n(h))~gBo~ hBo~g - I hE.t dBo)= Bo (normalizer
theorem)~n(g)= n(h). Thus (P is also injective. With the aid of the bijection
<p one can therefore give !!J the variety structure of G/Bo' Moreover the
conjugacy theorem implies that this structure does not depend on the choice
of Bo' This follows from the fact that <p is G-equivariant.
For if g,hEG we have (p(h·n(g))=(p(n(hg))=h9Bo~h(gBo)=h<p(n(g)). A

further consequence of this is that: ,rH is a subgroup ofG then <p induces a
bijection

Thus the fixed points of H in G/Bo correspond bijectively to the set of Borel
subgroups containing H.

11.19 Simple transitivity of the Weyl group. If T is a torus in G then

W = W(T, G) = .A!·dT)/,?lG(T),

is called the Weyl group of G relative to T. The Weyl groups of maximal
tori are isomorphic, by virtue of the conjugacy of maximal tori, and they
are called, simply, "Weyl groups of G."
We know from the rigidity of tori that ,?lG(T) = .A/·dT)O, so W is a finite

group.

Proposition. Assume T is a maximal torus in G.

(a) A Borel subgroup containiny T also contains :!l'dT).
(b) Via conjugation by A/'dT), the Weyl group W acts simply transitively

on the set !!JT of Borel subgroups containing T. In particular
card!!JT = [W: 1], is finite.

(c) The group of inner automorphisms of G is transitive on the pairs (B, T)
consisting of a Borel subgroup and a maximal torus T of B.

Proof. (a) follows from (11.15) Corollary.
(b) .NG(T) operates by conjugation on []dT, and part (a) implies that GT

operates trivially; therefore W operates. Suppose B, B' E!!JT. We can write
B = 9B' for some gEG. Then T and 9T are maximal tori in B, so 9T = hT for
some bEB. Thus g = bn- 1 with n = g-lbEA/'dT). Now B' = 9- I B = "b-'B = "B.
This proves that .A/'G(T) (and hence W) acts transitively on !!JT.
Suppose now that nEAldT) and"B = B, i.e. nEAlB(T). Simple transitivity

of W then requires that we show that nEG T
. Since nEB this follows from

10.6(5).
(c) follows from (b) and the conjugacy of maximal tori.

Remark. We shall see in §13 that the Borel subgroups containing T gene­
rate G.
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11.20 Proposition. Let r.x.:G --+ G' be a surjective morphism ofalgebraic groups,
and let T be a maximal torus in G. Then T' = r.x.(T) is a maximal torus in G',
and r.x. induces surjective maps

(1)

(2)

fIl T --+ fIl' T', (fIl' = fIl(G'»,

W(T, G) --+ W(T', G').

Ifthe kernel ofr.x.lies in every Borel subgroup ofG, then(l) and (2) are bijective.

Proof. It follows from 11.14 that T' is a maximal torus in G', and that fIl-+ fIl'
is surjective. If B'EfIl'T' then every Borel subgroup of r.x. -1(B')0 is a Borel
subgroup of G mapping onto B', and one of them contains the maximal
torus Tc r.x.-I(B')o. This shows that (1) is surjective.
Choose BEfIlT and put B' = r.x.(B). Writing Wand W' for the two Weyl

groups we obtain a commutative square

(3)

W __<_2)_--+, W'

1 1
L1IT -----+, L1I' 1",

(I)

where the verticals are the orbit maps Wf--+ WBand W'f--+ w· B', respectively.
According to 11.19 the latter are bijective, so the surjectivity of (2) follows
from that of (I).
Finally, if ker(r.x.) is contained in every Borel subgroup then fIl-+ fIl' is

injective, and hence (I) is injective. The argument above with diagram (3)
then shows that (2) is also injective.

11.21 The radicals; reductive and semi-simple yroups. The group

~G=(nB)O
B€[B

is called the radical of G. It is evidently a connected solvable normal subgroup
of G, and it contains all other such subgroups. Its unipotent part

(fJfG)u (sometimes denoted fJfuG),

is called the unipotent radical of G. It is a connected unipotent normal
subgroup of G, and it contains all other such subgroups. This follows from
the analogous property of .:JllG.

If n;G --+ G' is a surjective morphism with solvable kernel, then it follows
immediately from the definition and 10.6 that n(~G) = fJfG' and
n-l(~G't= fJfG. We shall see later (14.11) that the first equality is true
without assumption on ker n.
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One says that G is semi-simple if flltG = {e}, and reductive if flltuG = {e}.
Evidently Gj.o/lG is semi-simple, and GlflltuG is reductive, and these are the
largest quotient groups of G with these properties.
By considering the derived series in flltG and the descending central series

in flltuG we see that: G is semi-simple (resp., reductive) if and only if G has
no connected abelian (resp., unipotent abelian) normal subgroup # {e}.

Proposition. If G is reductive then flltG = ('&G)O, and chis group is a torus.

Proof. Evidently flltG:::> '&G. Since G is reductive we have flltG = (flltG)s' so
10.6 implies that flltG is a torus. By rigidity of tori, a normal torus in a
connected group is central, and so flltG c ((&G)".

11.22 Definition. A Levi subgroup of G is a connected subgroup L such that
G is the semi-direct product of Land flltllG.
A Levi subgroup maps isomorphically onto GlflltuG, hence is reductive. It

is maximal among reductive subgroups and provides a cross-section to the
projection map rr:G -+ GI.o/lIlG. In characteristic zero, by a result of G.D.
Mostow, Levi subgroups exist and are conjugate. In positive characteristic
however, they need not exist, nor be conjugate. But they do in parabolic
subgroups of reductive groups, as we shall see, and this is our chief reason
to introduce this terminology.

11.23 Proposition. (i) Lec L be a Levi subgroup of G. Then the identity
component S of the center of L is a maximal torus of the radical flltG of G and
is equal to LnflltG.
(ii) Assume that any maximal torus of flltG is a Cartan subgroup of flltG.

Then G has Levi subgroups. They are the centralizers of the maximal tori of
2JlG. Any cwo are conjugate under a unique element of flltllG.

(i) Let again rr:G -+ GlflltuG be the canonical projection. By definition,
G = L· flltuG. On the other hand, S is the radical of Land L = @L·S (with
f0LnS finite). Therefore G = @L·S·.o/lIlG. Since S normalizes flltuG, the
semi-direct product S· flltuG is a connected solvable subgroup, invariant under
f0L, hence normal in G and consequently contained in flltG. Since flltuG is
connected, solvable, flltG = n- 1(rr(S»= S·flltuG and S is a maximal torus of
flltG. Let M = LnflltG. Its identity component belongs to the radical of L,
hence to S, and therefore is equal to S. But in flltG, the normalizer of a torus
is connected (10.6), hence M = S.
(ii) Let S be a maximal torus of .o/lG. We have already pointed out that

rr(S) is in the center of GlflltuG. Therefore rr is S-equivariant, S acting by inner
automorphisms on G and trivially on G/.o/luG. By 9.6, L = :?l'dS) maps onto
GlflltllG under rr. Thus G = L· flltu(G). Since :?l'G(S) n .o/lllG = {I}, it follows also
(see 9.2) that L(:?l'dS))nL(·o/luG) = {O} hence L(G) is direct sum of the Lie
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algebras of Land 9lu G. Therefore L is a Levi subgroup. The second assertion
follows from (i) and 10.6(4)(5).

Bibliographical Note

Up to 11.14, and except for 11.8, the results of this paragraph are proved in
[1]. The terminology, however, was introduced later in [13], and was kindly
used by the notetaker of the first edition. Most of the other results of this
paragraph are due to Chevalley [13]. The proof of the normalizer theorem
11.16, however, is quite different from that of Chevalley [13: Exp. 9] which
was reproduced in the first edition of this book. I gave it first in a course in
Buenos Aires, in 1973, and it was included in the books of Humphreys and
Springer.
The variety f!J of 11.18 can be introduced in an intrinsic way and be given

a structure of variety defined over k, even if G does not contain any Borel
subgroup defined over k (see [3: §7] or [15: Exp. 12]).
The terminology Levi subgroup was introduced in [4]. It was suggested

by a theorem of E.E. Levi on real Lie algebras, although it represents a minor
deviation from it (besides the fact that it deals with groups rather than Lie
algebras). More precisely, Levi showed that any real Lie algebra l) is a semi­
direct sum of its radical and a semi-simple Lie subalgebra, and Malcev
proved that the latter is determined up to conjugacy (see e.g. [8]). Globally,
if the connected real Lie group H is simply connected, then it is the semi-direct
product of its radical f7lH by a maximal semisimple closed subgroup S,
determined up to conjugacy. If H is not simply connected however, Sn f7lH
may be non-trivial. In the algebraic group case, it has been found more
convenient to look for complements to the unipotent radical rather than to
the full radical.

§12. Cartan Subgroups; Regular Elements

12.1 Properties of Cartan subgroups. Recall from 11.13 that a Cartan
subgroup of G is the centralizer of a maximal torus in G.

Theorem.

(a) The Cartan subgroups are all conjugate.
(b) Their union contains a dense open set in G. Let C be a Cartan subgroup.
(c) C = JVdc)°.
(d) C = Cs x Cu , where T = Cs is a maximal torus in G, the unique one

contained in C, and C = GT
.

(e) C is a connected nilpotent group, and it is maximal among such subgroups
ofG.
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Proof. (a) to (d) have already been proved in 11.7, 11.13.
It remains to show that C is maximal connected nilpotent in G. By virtue
of (c) this follows from the following lemma, reminiscent of its analogue for
finite groups.

Lemma. If G is nilpotent and H is a proper closed subgroup then
dim H < dim JVG(H).
For the application above take H = C and, for G, a connected nilpotent

subgroup properly containing C.

Proof. Let Z = ~(G)o. If Z ¢ H then the conclusion follows because
ZH c Jl/'G(H). If not we apply induction on dimension to HjZ in GjZ, the
inverse image of whose normalizer is Jl/'G(H).

12.2 Regular elements; rank. The dimension of a Cartan subgroup of G is
called the rank of G. If gEG then gs belongs to a maximal torus T so
dim :!ZdgJ ~ dim GT = rank G, and we call g regular if the former is an
equality. Thus g is regular if and only if gs is regular.
The set of regular elements of G will be denoted Greg. An element in
G - Greg is called singular.

Lemma. Let T be a maximal torus in G. The following conditions on tET
are equivalent:

(a) t is regular; (b):!Z G(t)O = Gl'; (c) ta '* 1 for all roots rxE<1J(T, G).

Proof. Since GT is a connected subgroup of :!ZG(t) the equivalence of (a) and
(b) follows by dimension count. The equivalence of (b) and (c) follows from 9.4.

It follows from (c) that the regular elements in T form a dense open set in
T. In particular regular elements exist.

Proposition. The following conditions on a semi-simple element gEG are
equivalent:

(1) g is regular.
(2) :!Z(gt is a Cartan subgroup.
(3) :!Z(g)O is nilpotent.
(4) 9 belongs to a unique maximal torus.
(5) 9 belongs to only finitely many maximal tori.

Proof. Let T be a maximal torus containing g. Then (1)-=(2) follows from
(a)-=(b) in the Lemma, and (2)-=(3) is (12.1(e)).
Since a connected nilpotent group contains a unique maximal torus

(10.6(3», it follows that (3)-=(4). Moreover (4)=(5) is obvious.
Let H = :!ZG(gt Condition (5) implies, by virtue of the conjugacy ofmaximal

tori in H, that HjJl/'u(T) is a finite connected variety, hence a single point.
Thus T is normal in the connected group H. By rigidity (8.10), T is central
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in H, i.e. He GT
. But G1" C :!l'G(g)O so G1" = H. This proves that (5) implies

(2), and hence completes the proof.

12.3 Theorem. (1) An element gEG is regular if and only if it belongs to a
unique Cartan subgroup.
(2) Greg contains a dense open set in G.

Proof. (1) Suppose g is regular. Then gs belongs to a unique Cartan subgroup
C = :!l'G(g.)o (see 12.2), and 11.12 implies gEe. If C is a Cartan subgroup
containing g then gsEC: so C =:!l'G(C:) (see 12.1(d» is contained in :!l'G(g.),
and hence equals e.
Suppose, conversely, that g belongs to a unique Cartan subgroup e. Since

gsECs c'l?(C) it follows that H =:!l'G(gJo contains C, and C is clearly then
a Cartan subgroup of H. The others are conjugate in H to C and hence
contain gsE(6'(H). Since g lies in a unique one, the same is therefore true of
gu = gs- 1g. Now the regularity of g., and hence of g, follows, in view of 12.2,
from the

Lemma. Suppose a connected group H has a unipotent element h belonging
to a unique Cartan subgroup e. Then H is nilpotent.

Proof. Write C = H T with T a maximal torus, and embed C in a Borel sub­
group B = T· Bu. It suffices, by 11.5(3), to show that B is nilpotent. This will
follow by showing that Be C, which, in turn, results if Bu c e. Let Bu =
Nm ;:) N m _ 1 ;:) ... ;:) No = {e} be the descending central series of Bu. We will
show, by induction on i, that N j c C, and we may assume i> 0, clearly. If
xEN j then h-1xhx-1ENi _ 1 because hEBu, so xhx-1EhNi _ 1cC, by
induction. Thus N; c %f1(C), so N i c %u(C)° = C because N j is connected.
This completes the proof of the lemma.
(2) Let C = GT = Tx Cu be a Cartan subgroup, and let To = {tETlta #- 1
for all C<:E t1J(T, G)}. Then Co = To x Cu is open dense in C, and the Lemma
of 12.2 implies that Co = C n Greg. Since every regular element belongs to a
Cartan subgroup it follows that Greg is the image of the morphism

f:G x Co ..... G, f(y,c)=gcg- 1
.

Since Co c im(f) = Greg it follows that C = Co c Greg. Since Greg is stable
under conjugation it therefore contains GC, and 12.1(b) implies the latter is
dense in G. Since G x Co is irreducible it follows that f is dominant. Thus
Greg = im(f) contains a dense open set.

12.4 Proposition. Let IX: G ..... G' be a surjective morphism ofalgebraic groups.

(1) The Cartan subgroups of G' are the images of those in G.
(2) IX(Greg) c G;eg'
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Proof. (1) Let C = GT be a Cartan subgroup of G. By conjugacy, it suffices
to show that a(C) is a Cartan subgroup of G'. But T' = a(T) is a maximal
torus (11.14) and it follows from 9.6 and 11.12 that GT

-> G,r is surjective.
(2) If geGreg and t = gs then a(t) = a(g)s, and 9.6 implies that

Zdt)"--Zda(t))" is surjective. Since Zdt)O is a Cartan subgroup, part (1)
implies that ZG·(a(t))O is one also, so a(g) is regular.

12.5 Proposition. Let H be a not necessarily connected nilpotent algebraic
group, and let T = (W)s be the maximal torus in HO (cf. 10.6(3)). Then T is
central in H.

Proof. Since W = Tx (W)" (see 10.6(3)) it follows that T is central in W
and normal in H. Consider the isomorphism,

X *: Endalggrp.(T) -- Endz.mod(X*(T)),

of endomorphism rings (see 8.3 and 8.6). If heH write I(h) for Int(h) on T,
and x(h) for X *(I(h)). If we think of T additively, then commutating with h,
i.e. tt--->(h,t)=hth-1t- 1

, is the endomorphism I(h)-id. Since H is nilpotent,
it follows that I(h) - id, and hence x(h) - id, are nilpotent, i.e. x(h) is unipotent.
Thus x(H), being an image of H/W, is a finite unipotent group in
AutZ_mod(X*(T)) ~ GLt/(Z) for some n ~ O. But in characteristic zero, there
are no non-trivial unipotent elements of finite ordcr (see, e.g., 7.3). Thus
X *(H) = {id}, and this implies that H centralizes T.

12.6 Chevalley's definition of a Cartan subgroup. It is condition (2) of the
following theorem. Its interest is that it makes sense for an abstract group.

Theorem. The following conditions on a (not necessarily closed) subgroup C
of G are equivalent:

(I) C is a Cartan subgroup.
(2) (a) C is a maximal nilpotent subgroup; and

(b) every subgroup of finite index in C has .finite index in its normalizer
(in G).

(3) C is a closed connected nilpotent subgroup, and C = .A!·G(C)°.

Proof. (1)=(2). If H is a nilpotent group containing C =:?l'G(T), we can
assume H to be closed. Since T is a maximal torus in G it is also one in HO,
so 12.5 implies that T c CC(H), i.e. Hc:?l'dT) = C.

If H is a subgroup of finite index in C then H is dense in C, because C is
connected. Hence .AI'G(H) c .AI'G(C). But .AI·G(C)° = C, by (12.1), hence the
chain He C c A"G(C) shows that H has finite index in A'G(H).
(1)=(3) is contained in (12.1).
(3)=(1). Write C = S x C" with S = CS ' Embed C in a Borel subgroup B,

and let T be a maximal torus in B containing S; then B = T· Bu. Put
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M=3l'B(S), Then M is connected (11.12) and M= T'Mu, clearly. Now S is
central in M, so S'M u is connected nilpotent, and contains C. Since, by
hypothesis, C = % dCt, it follows from the lemma in 12.1 that S'M u = C.
Since M is connected and solvable we have (M, M) eMu c C, so C is normal
in M. But C = % G(C)° and M is connected, so C =M. Thus C:") T, hence
S = T, and C = 3l'B(T) is a Cartan subgroup of B, therefore also of G.
(2)=;.(1). Suppose C c G satisfies (a) and (b). Since C is nilpotent whenever
C is, (a) implies that C is closed. Now (b) implies that CO has finite index in
% G(CO), so we have CO =.AIG(cot. Since CO is nilpotent it follows from
(3)=;.(1) that CO is a Cartan subgroup of G. But then (1)=;.(2) implies CO to
be maximal nilpotent, so CO = C.

Bibliographical Note

Chevalley's "abstract group theoretic" definition ofCartan subgroups is given
in [12bJ, where Cartan subgroups are studied in characteristic zero. For the
results of this section, see [1].

§13. The Borel Subgroups Containing a Given Torus

If H is a closed connected subgroup of G then the set f?JH of Borel subgroups
containing H is empty unless H is solvable. When it is not empty we shall write

I(H) = IdH) =COn By.

If T is a maximal torus then, since I(T) is connected solvable, we can write
I(T) = T· I(T)u' The main objective of this paragraph is to prove that I(T)u
is the unipotent radical ~u(G) (see 13.16) of G.
This fact has several important consequences for reductive groups.

Together with some information on groups of "semi-simple rank 1" in 13.14,
it goes a long way toward showing (in 13.18) that <P(T,G) is a root system
when G is reductive. The final proof of this fact in 14.8 requires further
information about actions of tori on unipotent groups.
A further consequence is the construction of the "big cell" associated with

a pair of "opposite" Borel subgroups (see 14.1).

13.1 Regular, semi-regular, and singular tori. Let S be a torus in G.
S is regular if S contains a regular element. Thus maximal tori are regular

(see proof of 12.3).
S is semi-regular if f?Js is finite.
S is singular if f?Js is infinite.
Let S be regular. Then, if SES is regular, dim f!l'G(s) ~ dim:!LG(t) for any

tES. On the other hand (8.18), there exists tES such that 3l'G{t) = :!LG(S), Since
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the centralizer of S is connected (11.12), it follows that :zG(S) = 5:G(s)O if and
only if SES is regular. In particular GS is then a Cartan subgroup, and is
nilpotent. The proposition below implies therefore that regular tori are semi­
regular.
If ).:GL j ..... G is a one-parameter subgroup then we shall call ), a regular,

semi-regular, or singular parameter if the torus S = im(A) has the
corresponding property.
In the next proposition S is a torus in G and X = GIB for some BE~. We

know then (see 11.18) that there is a natural bijection between .lJjJs and X S
.

Proposition. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) S is semi-reyular.
(2) S has CIIl isolated fixed point in X (i.e. X S has a connected component with

one point).
(3) GS is solvable.
(4) GS c /(S).

Proof. (I) =(2) is obvious since X S is finite and non-empty.
(2)=(3). GS is connected (11.12) and leaves X S stable, so it stabilizes the

connected components of X S
. If one of these components is reduced to a

point then that point is fixed by CS
. The corresponding Borel subgroup

contains GS
, so GS is solvable.

(3)=(1) and (4) follows from (11.15, Cor.).
(4)=(3) is clear because /(S) is solvable.

Corollary. Let H he a connected subgroup of G containiny S. If S is regular
(resp., semi-regular) in G then it is likewise in H.

Proof. HS is nilpotent (resp., solvable) as soon as the larger group GS is
nilpotent (resp., solvable).

13.2 Singular subtori, and roots. We fix a semi-regular torus T. If :lEX(T) is
not zero, then T. = (ker a)O is a subtorus of condimension I.
We shall denote the roots of G relative to T by (/) in place of the usual

C/J(T, G). Thus

n= ~{ (j;)U n.·
.Ef/J

Consider also the subset 'P = (/)(T,GI/(T». Recall from (8.17) that, if one
writes 9. = L(I(T». (j;) g~, then 'P is the set of (X for which n~ =1= O. These are
the "roots of G outside of /(T)." Moreover, since G1' c /(T), and hence
g1' c L(/(T), we have

9 = L(I(T» EB U g~.
'E'I'
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Proposition. (1) The following conditions on a subtorus S of T are equivalent:
(a) S is singular; (b) SeT, for some (XE 'fI; (c) GSef- I(T).

(2) If}EX*(T), then), is semi-reqular iland only if < ':I., A> "f Ofor all::tE 'fl.

An immediate consequence of (I) is:

Corollary. A singular subtorus of T is contained in a sin!lular subtorus of
codimensiol1 I.

Proof. (I) (a) <=> (c). If S is semi-regular then GS c I(S) (condition (4) of (13.1)
and clearly I(S) c I(T). Conversely ifGs c I(T) then, GS is solvable (condition
(3) of (13.1», so S is semi-regular.
Now the equivalence of (b) and (c) is just the equivalence of 2(a) and 2(c)

is Proposition 9.4. We take I(T) for the H in that proposition, and use the
fact that GS is connected (11.12).
(2) is just the equivalence of (a) and (b) applied to S = im(4

13.3 Actions of one-parameter groups at 0 and 00. We shall write

PI = GLI U {O} U {oo}, (disjoint union)

with the following convention: The coordinate ring of GL I is K[X, [I], and
PI is covered by the affine lines with coordinate rings K[X] and K[X- l].
The points 0 and 00 correspond to the loci "X = 0" and "X - 1 =,0," respectively,
in these open sets. The character X is the identity map of GLI = K*.
Suppose f:GL l --> Y is a morphism into a complete variety. Then it follows

from AG.18.5(f) that f extends uniquely to a morphism f:P 1 --> Y. Thus we
may speak of frO) and f( 00).
Now suppose we have a linear representation of G on a vector space V,
and let ).:GL I --> T be a one-parameter group in a torus T in G. Then G,
and hence GL l , operates on the projective space pry). If XEP(V) then
f:GL l --> P(V),f(t) = A(t)X, extends as above to Pl' Tn place of frO) and f( 00),
in this case, we shall write

),(O)x and A( 00 )x.

To determine these points, choose a basis el,oo.,en of V such that e j is an
eigenvector, say with character (Xi' for T; let <(Xi')' >= In i (see 8.6). Then if
v = L aieiE V and if tEGL[ we have

;.(t)v = L aitm'e j •

Assume v#- 0, let x = [v] and Iv = {ilaj #- O}. Let 1m be the set of iEIv such
that mi takes the minimal value, m = min mi(iEI). Similarly let 1 M be the set
of iEI v such that mi takes the max imum value M = max mj(iE I v), If [v] Epry)
denotes the image of v under the projection n: V - {O} --> pry) then we have,
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for any tEGL1 , [v] = [t-mv] = [t-Mv]. Define morphisms

gm:GLl u {O} ---> V - {O}

by

gm(t) = I.a/m,-mej ,
j

gM:GL1 U {co} ---> V - {O}

by

() " m'-MgM t = L. ajt' ej.
LeI

Since m j - M ~ 0 ~ m j - m for all iEI, both formulas make sense (at 0 and
co, resp.) and they give non-zero vectors of V. If tEGL1 , then gm(t) = t-mA(t)V
and gM(t) = t-MA(t)V. Thus the morphism f:tt->[A(t)V] coincides with both
7T.°gm and 7T.°gM . The former of these two gives the extension of f to t = 0,
and the latter to t = 00. Explicitly, we have

A(O)[V] = [ I. ajej]
)EJm

),(co)[v] = [.I. ajej ].
jEJM

It is clear from these formulas that:

l(O)[v] =A(CO)[V]

-=Im=I M

-=m = M (i.e. all mj(iEI) are equal)
-=v is an eigenvector of GL 1 under I,
-=[v] is a fixed point of GL1 under the action induced by)..
In case Ais such that mj = <C1. j , A> are distinct for distinct C1. j ( 1~ i ~ n), then

the eigenvectors of GL1 (under A) coincide with the eigenvectors of T In this
case, therefore, A(O) [v] = A(CO)[V] if and only if [v] is a fixed point of T

13.4 Lemma. Let W be a hyperplane in a vector space V, let Y be a closed
subvariety ofP(V), and let H=P(W)cP(V).

(a) II dim Y ~ ] then Y n H =1= 4>.
(b) If Y is irreducible and not contained in H then each irreducible component

of Y n H has dimension dim Y - 1.

Proof. (a) If Y n H = 4>, then Y is a complete variety in the affine variety
P(V) - H, so Y is finite (see 10.](2)).
(b) Locally on P(V), the hyperplane H is defined by a single (linear)

equation, and hence likewise for Y n H on Y. Therefore part (b) follows from
AG.9.2.
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13.5 Proposition. Let T be a torus with a given linear representation on a
vector space V. Let Y be a non-empty closed subset of P(V) stable under T.
Then T has at least dim Y + 1 fixed points on Y.

Proof. Being connected, T leaves every irreducible component of Y stable,
therefore we may assume Y to be irreducible. If it is of dimension 0, then it
consists of one point, which is necessarily fixed under T. We may therefore
argue by induction, assume dim Y ~ 1 and the proposition to be true for any
Y' of strictly smaller dimension.
Let c<\, ... , C<n be the distinct characters of T in V. We can choose

).EX*(T)~Hom(X(T),Z)(see 8.6) so that the mi=<C<i'A.) are all distinct.
Then GL 1 (via ).) and T have the same eigenvectors in V, and hence the
same fixed points in P(V). Thus we may, without loss, assume that T = GL\.

If dim y T ~ 1, then y T is infinite. From now on, assume that dim y T ~ O.
Also, replacing V by the intersection of all the hyperplanes containing Y,
which is obviously stable under T, we may (and do) assume that no hyperplane
in P(V) contains Y. We use the conventions and notation of 13.3 and assume
moreover, for convenience, that mi ~ mj if i ~j. Since Y is not contained in
any hyperplane, there exists VE V such that a 1 -# 0 and [V]E Y. Then (see 13.3)
[).(O)· v] is defined, belongs to Y and is fixed under T. It does not belong to
the intersection of Y and the hyperplane a\ = O. This intersection has
dimension equal to dim Y - I, (see 13.4), and is stable under T. By induction
assumption, it contains at least dim Y fixed points under T Altogether, we
get at least dim Y + I fixed points, as asserted.

13.6 Corollary. If P ¥ G is a parabolic subgroup, and if T is a torus in G, then
T has at least two fixed points on G/P.

Proof. According to 5.1 (cf. also the proof of 6.8) we can choose a linear
representation G--+GL(V) and an XEP(V) so that gl-+gx induces an
isomorphism of G/P onto the orbit Y = Gx. The hypotheses imply that Y is
closed and that dim Y ~ t, so the corollary follows from t 3.5.

13.7 Proposition. Let T be a maximal torus of G. Then G is generated by all
BE{!IT.

Proof. Let P be the subgroup generated by the BE(J{JT. It is closed, connected
(2.2). Fix BE!?4T, and consider the quotient morphisms

G~G/B~G/P.

Suppose P -# G. Since P is clearly parabolic, t3.6 implies that T has a fixed
point in GIP distinct from penCe)). The inverse image Yin GIB of that fixed
point is closed and stable under T. Thus T has a fixed point n(Y)E Y, and,
by construction,

p(n(y)) i' penCe)).
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Now Ty c yB, i.e. y-l. T· y c B. By the conjugacy of maximal tori in B we
can write r 1 T = bT for some bEB, in which case ybEJVG(T). But it is clear
from the definition of P that JVdT) normalizes P. By the normalizer theorem
11.15 we therefore have jV'G(T)cA"G(P)=P, so y=(yb)b-lEPB=P, and
hence p(n(y» = p(n(e». Contradiction.

Remark. We shall see later (14.1, Cor. 1) that any connected k-group is in
fact generated by two suitably chosen Borel subgroups.

13.8 We fix a semi-regular torus T in G and write X *(T)sr for the set of
semi-regular one-parameter subgroups in T. According to 13.2(2) this set is
not empty. More precisely (see (13.2»,

Fix a BoEgg and put X = G/Bo. If AEX*(T)sr then the set of fixed points
of im(A) in X is finite, and hence coincides with X T .

Proposition. Let AEX*(T)sr'

(1) There is a unique point X(},)EX such that ),(oo)x = x(),) for all x in some
neighbourhood OJ'X(A). The corresponding Borel subgroup, B(A), <:ontains T.

(2) U = {XEX I),(oo)x = x(),)} is the complement oj' a T-invariant hyperplane
section (in some P(V» of X. In particular, dim(X - U) = dim X - 1.

(3) There is a set {PJ of non-trivial characters of T, with trivial restrictions
to T n~(G), such that, for Ie'EX *(T)Sfl we have B(A) = B(X) if and only if
<Pill-') > 0 for each i.

Remark. Conversely, the existence of an x(},) as above implies that }. is
semi-regular, because (see 13.1 (2» x(},) must then be an isolated fixed point
of im(),). The group B().) will be said to be associated to Ie.

Proof. Since X is irreducible any two non-empty open sets meet, and this
clearly implies the uniqueness of X(A).
Since X = G/Bo~ (G/~(G»/(Bo/~(G» we can choose a linear representation

of G/~(G), and hence of G, on a vector space V so that X can be identified
with the G-orbit of a point in P(V). Let n: V - {O} ~P(V), vf-+[v] be the
canonical morphism. Replacing V by the subspace spanned by n-l(X), if
necessary, we can further arrange that X lies in no hyperplane in P(V).
Let e1 , ... , en be a basis of V such that each ei is an eigenvector, say with

character rt. i , of T. Put mi = <rt. i , ).) and assume the basis ordered so that
m l ~ ... ~ mn' Say m l = ... = my and my > mi for i > r. Let W be the hyperplane
in V spanned by el , ... , en, and suppose v =L Qiei¢ W (i.e. a l #- 0). Then the
calculation of 13.3 shows that:
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Let H be the hyperplane P(W) in P(V). We propose to show that r= 1,
and that X(A) = eel] has the property required by part (I). Moreover we will
prove that the U of part (2) is X - (X n H), and this, by virtue of 13.4, will
yield (2).
Suppose r> 1. We can find infinitely many beK and v of the form

v = el + bez + ... such that [v]eX. Otherwise X would lie in the union of
H and of a finite number of hyperplanes, "az = ba l ." This is impossible since
X is irreducible and lies in no hyperplane. Since r> I it follows from (*)
that, for v = e j + bez + ... as above, the A(00 )[v] are distinct for distinct b.
Thus we obtain infinitely many fixed points of im(),) in X, contradicting the
assumption that A is semi-regular. Thus indeed r = 1.
Now that r = 1 it follows further from (*) that ),(00) [v] = [e l ] if and only

if v¢w. Thus

{xeX IA( oo)x = [e l ]} = X - (X n H).

This completes the proof of (1) and (2).
To prove (3), suppose we are given ):eX*(T)sr' Let m; =<a" A'). The proof

above shows that, for some j, m~ is strictly larger than m; for all i =I' j, and
that x(A') = [ej]. Thus x(A') = x(A)~m'l > m; for all i> I~<a I,).') > <ai,.Ie')
for all i> 1~<Pi' A'>> 0 for all i> I, where Pi = a l - (Xi' Since (Xi are
characters of T, trivial on T n31(G), this proves (3).
Let f: G -+ G' be an isomorphism of algebraic groups, and put T' = f(T).

IfAeX*(T)sr then fOAeX *(T')ST' clearly, and BUo}.) = f(B().»). Now suppose
ne%G(T) and f = Int(n). Then T' = T and, if we write n.A. = Int(n)o A, we have

B("A.) = nB(),) for ne%G(T).

13.9 Lemma. Let T bea maximal torus, W = W(T, G) and X = GIBo as above.

(1) If dim X ~ 1 then card W ~ 2.
(2) If dim X ~ 2 then card W ~ 3.

Proof. Recall (11.16, 11.19) that W acts simply transitively on X T
; hence

card W = card X T
. Thus the lemma follows from 13.5.

13.10 Weyl chambers. Let T be a maximal torus, and W = W(T, G). To
.A.eX*(T)sr we have the associated B(A)e~T constructed above in 13.8. Given
BePAT

.

WC(B) = {-{eX*(T),rIB(A) = B}

is called the Weyl chamber of B (with respect to T in G).

Proposition. (1) There is a set {Pi} of non-trivial characters of T, which are
trivial on Tn~(G), such that

WC(B) = {A,EX*(T)srl <Pi')' >> 0 for each i}.
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(2) The Weyl group W acts simply transitively on the set of Weyl chambers
WC(B) of BE/J81',

Proof. Part (2) will imply each Weyl chamber is non-empty, whereupon (1)
reduces to part (3) of 13.8.

If nE%G(T) and ),E WC(B) then (see end of 13.8) we have B("A) = "B(A), so
"WC(B) = WC("B), If nEGT then "A = Aso W =% G(T)jGT acts on the set of
Weyl chambers in such a way that f:Bi-> WC(B) is W-equivariant. Since W
is transitive on the B's it follows that each WC(B) is not empty (since at least
one of them is not empty). In that case WC(B) determines B, clearly, so f
is bijective. The simple transitivity of Won the WC(B)'s now follows from
the simple transitivity of W on fJ8T (11.19),

13.11 Centralizers of singular subtori of codimension 1. Let S be a singular
subtorus of codimension I in the maximal torus T, and let BEfJ8T, Then T
is a maximal torus in GS

, and we know from 11,15 that BS is a Borel subgroup
of GS

, Indeed, the map Bi->Bs is a surjection from fJ8(Gf to fJ8(G S )T. When
we write WC(BS

), it is understood with reference to BS as an element of
fJ8(G S )T.

Proposition.

(1) The Weyl group W(T,G S
) has order 2,

(2) In X *(T) we have WC(B) c WC(Bs).
(3) If C is one of the two elements of fJ8(Gsf, then there is a non-trivial

aEX(TjS) c X(T) such that, for any BEfJ8T, we have

BS = C~< a,). >> 0 for all AE WC(B).

If C' is the other element of fJ8(G sf then

BS = C'~<a,;.> <0 for all ).EWC(B).

Proof. (1) Put H = GS and let n:H ~H' = Hjf3f(H) be the quotient morphism.
Then T = neT) is a maximal torus in H', and 11.20 implies that WeT, H) ~
W' = WeT, H') is an isomorphism. We shall show that dim T = 1, and then
deduce from this that card W' = 2, thus proving (1).
Since S c ~(H), and S has codimension 1 in T, we have dim T =

dim(TjTn~(H» ~ 1. On the other hand, since S is singular, H = GS
is not solvable, hence H' is not solvable, and T #- {e} by 11. S. Thus
dim T = 1.
We just observed that H' is not solvable, so 13.9(1) implies that card W' ~ 2.
On the other hand W' = % w(T)j:!l'w(T) acts faithfully on T, and, since
T ~ GL1 , it follows from 8.3 and 8.4 that Aut(T) ~ GL1(Z) has order 2.
Thus card W' ~ 2.
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(2) Consider the commutative square

G~ GIB

U jJ

GS ~GsIBs,
sn

where nand nS are the quotient morphisms, and j(nS(g)) = g·n(e). Then j is
injective. If AEWC(B), then n(e) = X(A), so A( (0) projects an open set onto
n(e). Hence, with respect to the corresponding action in GSIBS, A((0) projects
an open set onto nS(e), i.e. BS is associated to A in GS, as was to be shown.
(3) It follows from (1) and 13.10(2) that there are two Weyl chambers
of T as a torus in GS

. According to 13.10(1), each one is of the form
{AEX*(T)srl </3i'}') > 0 for each i}. Here X *(T)sr refers to the set of Awhich
are semi-regular in GS, and the /3i are non-trivial characters of TIS. Since
dim TIS = 1 we have X(TIS) ~ 7l. Since there are two Weyl chambers, each
non-empty, they must be of the form

{AEX*(T)srl<a,A) > O}

where a varies over the two generators of X(TIS). In particular WC(C) has
this form for some a, so that (3) follows immediately from (2).

13.12 Corollary. Let Q be a singular subtorus of codimension 1 in T, distinct
from S. Then there is a B' EP-IT such that

B's = BS and B'Q # BQ.

Proof. Using part (3) above, we can find non-trivial aEX(TIS) and /3EX(TIQ)
such that, for B'E:J6T and A'EWC(B'), we have

B's = BS<=;o<a, A') > 0
B'Q = BQ<=;o</3,X) > O.

Since S # Q it follows that a and /3 are linearly independent in X(T) (their
kernels have distinct connected components) so we can find aXEX *(T)sr
such that <a, X) > a and </3, A') < O. Then B' = B(A') solves our problem.

13.13 Groups of semi-simple rank I, and PGL2 . In the following T denotes a
maximal torus in G, and W = W(T, G). The semi-simple rank of G is defined
to be dim(TI(Tn~(G))), i.e. the dimension of a maximal torus in GlfJA(G).
The conjugacy of maximal tori shows that this depends only on G. For
example PGL2 is not solvable and it has a maximal torus of dimension 1
(see 10.8); hence its semi-simple rank is I.

Proposition. The following conditions are equivalent:

(1) G has semi-simple rank 1.
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(2) card W = 2.
(3) dim GjB = 1 (where BEPl).
(4) Gj B is isomorphic to P,.
(5) There is a surjective morphism <p:G -+ PGL2 such that ker <p = n B' (and

so (ker <p)0 = .~(G». B'E'?4

Proof. The implication (1)~ (2) is contained in the proofof part (1) of 13.11.
(2)=(3). Since card W = cardPlT > 1, G is not solvable, so dim GjB ~ 1.

Since card W < 3 it follows from 13.9(2) that dim GjB < 2.
(3)~(4). Let AEX*(T) be a regular one-parameter subgroup. Then GL,

(via A) does not act trivially on GjB because T does not. Since GjB is
irreducible of dimension 1 it follows that, for XEGjB and not fixed by T, the
orbit map GL, -+ GjB, tt-+).(t)x, is dominant. Therefore we obtain an
inclusion offunction fields K(GjB) c K(GL,). Since K(GL1 ) is a pure function
field in one variable it follows from Liiroth's theorem that K(GjB) is likewise.
Since GjB is a complete non-singular curve, it must therefore be isomorphic

to Pl'
(4)~(5). Since GjB ~ P, it follows from 10.8 that the action of G on GjB

is given by a morphism <p:G -+ PGL2 (= Aut(P I». Clearly the kernel is
nB'(B'E.'I4), so (ker<p)o=,'!-£(G). Since G is not solvable (because B#G) it
follows from 11.6 that dim <p(G) > 2. However PGL2 is connected and has
dimension 3. Hence <p is surjective.

(5)~(1). The existence of <p clearly implies that the semi-simple rank of G
coincides with that of PGL2 , which is 1.

Corollary. Suppose G has semi-simple rank 1, and let Bo, B l' B 'Y) be disl inCI
Borel subgroups of G. Put 1 = nB (BE&8). Then (Bon Bdj1 ~ GL1 and
BonB j nBoo =l.

Proof. We have a surjection <p:G -+ PGL2 , with kernel 1, such that the Bj

are stability groups of distinct points of Pl' (With the aid of an automorphism
of P j we can even assume B j is the stability group of i (i = 0,1, Cf.)) (see 10.8).)
The assertions of the corollary follow from the fact that PGL2 acts simply
transitively on triples of distinct points in P j, and that the subgroup fixing
a pair of points is isomorphic to GL, (see 10.8).

13.14 Reductive groups of semi-simple rank 1. In the following proposition
we assume G to be a reductive group of semi-simple rank 1, and T a maximal
torus in G. We put

1 = nBand Pl T = {B,B'}.
BE:Jot

The Lie algebras are denoted:

9 = L(G), b = L(B), h' = L(B').



IV.13

Proposition.

The Borel Subgroups Containing a Given Torus 173

(l) I(T) = B (\ B' = T, and I = C(i(G).
(2) Bu~ G" and the action of T on Bu is given by a generator, a, of

X(T/(T (\ I». <P(T, B) = {a}, and b = L(T)(f) 9a' Moreover Bu is the unique
T-invariant connected subgroup of G such that L(BJ = 9a' Similar
conclusions apply to B' with - a in place of a.

(3) bn b' = L(T).

b + b' = 9 = L(T)(f) 9a(f) 9-a'

<P(T,G) = {a, -a}.

(4) WC(B)=PEX*(T)I<a,A»O}

WC(B') = {AEX*(T)I<a,A) <O}.

Proof. From 13.13, we have a surjective morphism qJ: G~ PGL2 with kernel
I. Since ~u(G) = {e} it follows that qJ:Bu~cp(BJ~ G" has finite kernel. Thus
Bu is connected, unipotent, and one dimensional, so 10.9 implies there is an
isomorphism (J:G,,~BU' Similarly we have an isomorphism (J':G,,~B~. If
tET and bEG" we have

t(J(b)t- 1 = (JWb)

for some aEX(T) (see 10.10). Passing to PGL2 , we see that a generates
X(cp(T» = X(T/(TnI)) and that the action of T on B~ is given by - a (see
10.8).
Now Bu n B~ corresponds to a proper subgroup of G" stable under the non­

trivial linear action of T given by a, so Bun B~ = {e}. Since B = T· Buit follows
that BnB'= T'(BunB') = T-(BunB;,) = T Since TcI(T)=(BnB't this
proves the first part of (1). It further implies that leT, so I is a normal and
diagonalizable subgroupofG. By rigidity it follows that Ie ll(G). The reverse
inclusion follows from 11.11, thus proving (1).
We have B = T· Bu so that b = L(T) (f) L(BJ, and the remarks above show

that L(BJ is a one dimensional subspace of 9a' Similarly b' = L(T)(f)L(B~)

with L(B~) a one dimensional subspace of 9-a' Hence bn b' = L(T), and
b + b' = 9 by dimension count, for dim(b + b') = 2+ dim T, dim G = dim J +
dim PGL2 = dim 1+ 3, and dim T = dim I + dim qJ(T) = dim I + 1.
This proves all of (2) and (3) except for the assertion: If fl is a connected

T -invariant subgroup such that L(fl) = 9a' then fl = BU'
Since dim fl = 1 it follows that H is either a torus or unipotent. If H were

a torus T would have to centralize H, by rigidity. But T acts non-trivially
on L(H) so we must have H = flu. Next note that T·H is a connected solvable
subgroup containing T, hence contained in B or B'. Since <P(T,B') ={- a}
and <P(T, T'H) = {a} we must have T·H c B, and hence He Bu. Dimension
count now implies that H = Bu.
Finally we prove (4). Let n:G~ G/B be the quotient morphism and put

X o = n(e). Since B is the stability group of X o and B~ n B = {e}. it follows that
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the points tJ'(C)Xo(CEGa ) cover a neighborhood of X o in G/B ~ PI' Suppose
AEX*(T) is such that m = <li,),) > O. For CEG" and tEGL 1 we have

A(t)e'(C)xo = A(t)e'(C)I,(t)-1Xo (T fixes x o)

= B'(t<-a·).)c)xo= tJ'(t-mc)xo·

Specializing t - 1 to 0 (i.e. t to (0) we obtain

),( 00W(c)xo= O'(O)xo= Xo'

If follows that A is semi-regular and that x().) = X o' This proves:

1 0 {). is semi-regular<li, It) > => .
and xV) = Xo (I.e. B(A) = B).

According to 13.11(3) the condition, "<li,),) >0," defines a Weyl chamber
in X *(T)sp so we must have

WC(B) = {.A.EX*(T)I <liJ) > O}.

The analogue for B' follows similarly.

13.15 From now on we return to the general setting, i.e. G is no longer
assumed to be of semi-simple rank 1, unless otherwise stated.

Lemma. Let 5 and Q be distinct singuLar tori of codimension 1 in the maximaL
torus T, and Let BEfJUT

.

(1) dim(B~/(B~nl(TU) ~ 1.
(2) 1(BS )Q c /(T).

Proof. (I) Thanks to 13.11(1) and 13.13, we have a surjective morphism
cp:Gs -> PGL2 such that (ker (p)" = ~(GS) and cp(B~) ~ Ga. It follows that
dim(B~/(B~n~u(GS)))= 1. Now (1) follows because ~(GS) c /(5) c /(T) (see
11.18).
(2) Choose B' as in 13.12. Then since BQ #- B'Q it follows from the Corollary
of 13.13 that BQnB'Q= T'~u(GQ), and 11.18 again implies this lies in 1(T).
Since B's = BSwe have 1(BS) c Bn B', and hence 1(Bs)Q c BQ nB'Q c 1(T).

13.16 Theorem. Let T be a maximaL torus in G. Then

Proof. Clearly ~JG) c /(T)u' and the latter is connected and unipotent.
Hence we need only show that /(T)u is a normal subgroup of G.
According to 13.7, G is generated by the BEgur. Combined with 9.5(2),

this shows that G is generated by groups BS
, for BEfJ8'j', and variable subtori

5 of codimension 1 in T. Since BS = T· B~, it suffices to show that B~

normalizes /(T)u' Note first:
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(*) If S is semi-regular, then, by 13.1, we have BSc GS c: I(S) c I(T), so
B~ c I(T)u.

Now assume S is singular. Then B~ is contained in

H = (I(BS)n BJo,

so it suffices to show that H normalizes I(T)u. Note that I(TlucHand that
H is a connected unipotent group, which is normalized by T (because BS

and Bu are). Hence it will follow from 12.1 Lemma that H normalizes I(T)u
if we show that dim H ~ dim I(T)u + 1.
As above, we know from 9.5(2) that H is generated by the HQ where Q
varies over subtori of codimension I in T. If Q = S then evidently H S = B~,

and it follows from 13.15(1) that dim(Hs/(HsnI(TU) ~ 1. If Q =f- Sand Q is
semi-regular then we have HQ c B~ c I(T)u, as pointed out in (*) above.
Finally suppose Q is singular and =f- S. Then HQ c I(BS)Q, clearly, and the
latter lies in I(T), by 13.15(2). Hence HQ c I(T)u for all Q =f- S, so the natural
morphism

HS/(HSnI(T)J--+ H/I(TL

is surjective. Since we observed already that the left side has dimension ~ 1,
the proof is now complete.

13.17 In the following important corollaries T denotes a maximal torus in
G and S a subtorus of G.

Corollary 1.

(a) ~u(GS) = ~u(G)s.

(b) If S is semi-regular then (GS)u = ~)G)s.

(c) GT= T·~u(G)T.

Proof. (c) is a special case of (b), and (b) follows from (a) because ~u(H) = Hu
when H is a connected solvable group (see 10.6).
To prove (a) we may assume SeT (11.3). The group ~u(G)S is a connected
unipotent normal subgroup of GS, hence contained in ~u(GS). On the other
hand, ~u(GS) lies in every Borel subgroup of GS

, among which are all BS,
BE36T. In particular ~u(GS) c I(T) = T· ~u(G), by (13.16) so ~U<GS) c ~U<G)s.

Corollary 2. Suppose G is reductive, SeT

(a) GS is reductive.
(b) If S is semi-regular, then GS = T. In particular, S is regular.
(c) GT= T The Cartan subgroups of G coincide with the maximal tori.
(d) The intersection, Z, of all maximal tori is (t'(G).

Parts (a), (b), and (c) follow immediately from the corresponding parts of
Corollary I. Since Z is a normal diagonalizable subgroup of G, it is central
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by rigidity. Conversely part (c) implies ~(G) lies in every maximal torus. This
proves (d).

13.18 Roots in reductive groups. T still denotes a maximal torus in G. An
automorphism of X(T) will be called a reflection if it has order 2 and induces
the identity on a subgroup of corank 1.
Recall from 13.2 that 'fI = d>(T, GjI(T)); we also write d> for d>(T, G).
The next theorem summarizes much of the information we have

accumulated about reductive groups.

Theorem. Suppose G is reductive.

(1) tp = d>, L(T) = gT, and 9 = gT EBU gao
aE 4>

(2) The singular tori oj' codimension 1 in T are the Ta= (ker a)O (aE d», and

(nTa)O = Yi(G)o.
aE 4>

(3) d> generates a subgroup offinite index in X(TlYi(G)O) c X(T). If a and
fJ in d> are linearly dependent, then fJ = ± a.

(4) Let aE d>, and put Ga = fl'dT~). Then Ga is a reductive group oj'semi-
simple rank 1, and:

(a) - aEd>, and L(G~) = gT EBgaEBg- a.
(b) dim ga = 1.
(c) The subgroup W(T, Ga) of W(T, G) is generated by a reflection, ra, such

that r,(a) = - a.
(d) There is a unique connected T-stable subgroup Ua of G such that

L(Ua) = g~. It is the unipotent part oj' a Borel subgroup of Ga containing T.

(5) Let BE;8T.

(a) For each exEd>,<1J(T,BTa )= CP(B)n{a, -ex} has precisely one element.
Hence cP is the disjoint union of d>(B) and - t1>(B).

(b) WC(B) = {AEX*(T)I<ex,},) > 0 for all aEt1>(B)}.
(c) If AEWC(B) then t1>(B) = {aEd>I<a,A) >O}.
(d) One can give X(T) the structure of a totally ordered abelian group so

that d>(B) is the set oj' positive elements in d>.

(e) L(B) = g1 EB U gao
aE4Jj,Bj

Proof. (1) It follows from 13.16 and from the assumption G reductive, that
I(T) = T. Clearly <1J(T, GIT) = CP. One always has

(see 8.16). By 9.4, gT = L(GT), and Corollary 2 of 13.17 tells us that GT= T.
(2) The first assertion follows from 13.2(1) since tp = t1>. We know from



IV.13 The Borel Subgroups Containing a Given Torus 177

13.17, Corollary 2, that ~(G)O is a subtorus of T If S is a subtorus of T, then
we know, by 9.4, that GS = G<:::>gS =g<:::>S eTa for each rxE<1>. Thus
~(G)" = (n Ta )"·

(3) The equality just proved is equivalent to the condition that <1> generate
a subgroup of finite index in X(T/~(G)O), clearly. If rx, {3EX(T), then it is clear
that rx and {3 are linearly dependent, i.e. nrx = m{3 for some n,mEZ, not both
zero, if and only if Ta = (ker rx)O and Tp= (ker {3)" coincide. In this case we
have {3E<1>(Ga ) so the last assertion 01'(3) will follow from (4)(a), which implies
that <1>(T,Ga)= {rx, -a}.

(4) We have L(Ga)=gT~ U gp. From 13.11 we know that Ga has
T,cT/1

semi-simple rank 1, and from 13.17 that it is reductive; hence we can apply
13.14. Since rxE<1>(Ga ), it follows from 13.14 that <1>(Ga)= {rx, -a} and that
dimga = 1. In particular gT, = gTEBga~g_a so that Tac Tp (for {3E<1»<:::>{3 =
± rx. This proves (a) and (b).
As already remarked, W(T, Ga) has order 2, say with generator ra

represented by nEJV'dT). The automorphism of T induced by n has order
2 and fixes pointwise the subtorus Ta of codimension 1. Hence the set of
commutators (n, T) is a subtorus of dimension 1 (being a non-trivial image
of T/Ta~GLd. If {3EX(T), then {3(ntn- 1

) = {3(t) for all tET<:::>{3((n,T»=
{I} <:::>(n, T) c ker {3. The set of such {3 is a subgroup of corank 1 in X(T), not
containing c(. Since <1>(Ga)= {rx, -a} is stable under ra' we must have ra(a) =
- rx, for otherwise ra would fix a subgroup of finite index in X(T), and hence
be the identity. This proves (c).
Finally, to prove (d), let H be a connected T-stable subgroup of G such

that L(H) = gao Since dim H = 1,H is either a torus or unipotent. If it were
a torus it would be centralized by T, by rigidity of tori, contradicting the non­
triviality of the action of T on L(H). Hence, by 10.9, there is an isomorphism
&:Ga - H, and we have t&(b)t- 1 = O(tab) for tE T, bEGa . It follows thatHe Ga.
At this point the uniqueness, as well as the existence, of U. follow from the
corresponding assertion in Ga (see 13.14).
(5) (a) follows from 13.14 because BT'E3Q(Ga)T and <1>(Ga)= {rx, - rx}, as
noted above.
Moreover, it follows from 13.11 that

WC(B)c WC(B T
,) = p.EX*(T)I<rx,A> >O}

for each aE<1>(B). To prove (b) we claim, conversely, that any ),E n WC(BT,)
lies in WC(B). aE<1>(B)

If l were not semi-regular then, by (2), we would have S = im(A) eTa for
some a, so that Gac GS, contradicting the fact that ). is semi-regular in Ga.
Thus B' = B(A) is defined, and we must show that B' = B. The hypothesis
implies that B'T, = BT

, for all aE <1>. But 9.5(2) says B is generated by these
B T

" and similarly for B'; hence B = B' as claimed.
Part (c) is clearly a consequence of parts (a) and (b).
To prove (d), let AH ... ,)., be a basis for X *(T) such that B= BUd. For



178 Borel Subgroups, Reductive Groups rv

a non-zero character rx write rx > 0 if the first non-zero term among the
<rx, A;) (1 ~ i ~ r) is positive. This defines a total ordering of X (T). If rxE <1>(B)
then <rx,A1 »O so rx>O. If rxE<P,rxlj;<P(B) then, by part (a), -rxE<p(B), so
rx < O.
(e) By definition, if b = L(B), we have b = bT E8 U ba . But clearly b

T =
aetJl(B)

L(T) = gT, and, if rxE <P(B), ba= 9, because dim ga = 1 (part (4)(b)).

13.19 Proposition. Let G be connected, reductive, X Eg and AEG semi-simple
elements. Then ,'2'dX)O and ::l G(A)" are reductiL;e.

Proof. We keep the notation of 13.18, and let H = :!tdX)". By 11.8, we may
assume X Et. We have

3(X)=t+U9a ('fI={aE<P,da(X)=O}).
ae'f'

By 9.1, 3(X) = L(H). In particular, if rxE tp, then Gac H. We have to show
that aiu(H) is reduced to {e}. By 9.5, ~u(H) is generated by centralizers of
singular tori in T, i.e. by its intersections with some Ga , i.e. finally by some
Va' with rx necessarily in 'fl. But if Va C ~u(H), then Va belongs to the
unipotent radical of Ga' The latter group being reductive (13.17, Cor. 2) this
is a contradiction. Same proof for A, with AET and tp = {alA' = I}.

13.20 Proposition. Let G be connected reductive, T a maximal torus ofG and
H a closed connected subgroup normalized by T. Then:

(1) L(H)=L(TnH)E8 EB ga' H=«TnH)",Ual'l.E<P(T,H).
ae</J(T,H)

Proof. By full reducibility of the representation of T in g, we have

(2) L(H) = L(H)n L(T) E8 EB(L(H)n g.).
•

But g. is one-dimensional. Therefore either g. c L(H) and iXE <P(T; H) or
g.nL(H) = {O} and rxlj;<P(T,H). Since T is its own centralizer in G, we also
have L(H) n L(T) = L(T n H) (9.2, Cor.). This proves the first part of (1). If
V. c H, then g. c L(H) obviously. The main point is to prove the converse,
namely:

(3)

We claim that it suffices to prove (3) when G = :!l'G(T.) and H is replaced
by (H n:!l'dT.))o. Assume this has been done. Recall that :!l'G(T.) =
<T, V., V _.) (13.18). Then in particular g. c L(:!l'G(T.)). Then g. c L(H)
implies gacL(H)nL(:!l'G(Ta). But the latter is equal to L(Hn:!l'G(T.)) by
9.2, Cor. Therefore V. c (H n:!l'dTa»)O c H.
So let now G = :!l'G(T.). The group H is not a torus, since L(H) contains

g,. Assume it is solvable. Then T· V. = T- H, since T· V. and T· V _. are the
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only Borel subgroups of tzG(Ta)which are invariant under T. Hence Va C H.
Assume now H is not solvable, then it has a non-trivial semisimple quotient
and contains at least two distinct Borel subgroups. Consequently, T· H
contain at least two Borel subgroups. This forces Va' V _ac: H.
Let M be the subgroup generated by (TnH)" and the Va ('Y.E<P(T,H». It
is contained in H and its Lie algebra contains L(H), hence M and H have
the same dimension and M = H.

13.21 Corollary. Let H' be a closed connected subgroup normalized by T. Then
L(H nH') = L(H)nL(H').
This follows from 13.20(1), applied to H, H' and (H n H')".

Bibliographical Note

The results of this section up to 13.18 are almost all due to Chevalley (see
[13], in particular Exp. 10,11,12). Instead of 13.5, it is proved there that if
dim y ~ 1, then T has at least two fixed points. A few years after I had noticed
the easy generalization of Chevalley's lemma provided by 13.5, I saw that
in fact, over C, it had already been established in 1896 by Guido Fano [16].
13.20, 13.21 will be made more precise with regard to fields of definition in
§20. These results are borrowed from [4].

§14. Root Systems and the Bruhat Decomposition in
Reductive Groups

In this section the connected affine group G is assumed to be reductive. T
denotes a maximal torus in G, and we shall write <J> for <J>(T, G). For each
rxE(/), we put Ta=(kerrx)O and Ga=tzG(Ta).
The Weyl group W = W(T, G) operates on X(T) and leaves (/) stable. We
propose to show that <J> is a reduced root system in a suitable subspace of
X(T)CQ = X(T)C?9<Q, with Weyl group W (14.8). In view of §13, what remains

71.

to be shown is mainly the integrality condition riP) - {JEll' IX, to be proved
in 14.6, after some preliminary work in 14.3 to 14.5.
Let BE/JUT, let n:G---+G/B be the quotient morphism and put o=n(e).

The Bruhat decomposition (14.11) refers to the following: Let V = Bu. Then
wt--+Vw(o) is a bijection from W to the set of V-orbits in GIB. Moreover,
for WEW, Vw(o) is isomorphic to an affine space (a cell) and w(o) is the
unique fixed point of T in Vw(o).

14.1 Theorem. Let AEWC(B). For B, B' E1I T
, the following conditions are

equivalent:
(I) BnB' = T; (i) bnb' = L(T) (b = L(B), b' = L(B'»
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(II) The product morphism B x B' ...... G is dominant and separable; (ii)
b + b' = g.
(III) B' = B( - A); (iii) <l>(B') = - <l>(B).
In view of condition (In) we see that there exists a unique B' satisfying

the above conditions. It is called the opposite Borel subgroup to B. The "big
cell" associated with T and B is B· B', which contains a dense open set in G,
by (II).

Proof. We know from J3. 18 that:

T U T9 =!1 EB ga' g = L( T),
aE<P

b=gTEtJ U ga,
aE<1J(1J1

b' = nTEtJ U n
:1 ~Ja:'

aE<1J(IJ")

and <l> is the disjoint union of <l>(B) and - <l>(B) = <l>(B( - Je». From these
facts the equivalence of (i), (ii), (iii), and (III) is clear.
The equivalence of (II) and (ii) is also clear (see AG. 17.3).
(I)=(iii). Suppose, on the contrary, that BnB' = T but that there is an

CtE <l>(B) n <l>(B'). Then we must have BT , = B,T, C B n B'; contradiction.
(i)=(I). Since TcBnB' and L(BnB')cbnb' we see that (i) implies

T=(BnB')o. Since B=T'BII we have BnB'=T'C where C=BllnB'=
B II n B~. Now C is a finite group normalized, and hence centralized by (the
connected group) T. Thus C c GT nBII = T nBII = {e} (see 13.17 Corollary 2).

Corollary 1. Let H be a connected k-group, T a maximal torus of H, and B
a Borel subgroup of H containing T. There exists one and only one Borel
subgroup B' ofH verifying thefollowing three conditions, which are equivalent:

BnB' = T'RiH); bnb' = t + L(RII(H»; b + b' = f).

Let n: H ...... H' = H/RII(H) be the canonical projection. The group H' is
reductive (11.21) and n(B) (resp. n(T» is a Borel subgroup (resp. a maximal
torus) of H' (11.14). Moreover, the Borel subgroups of H all contain RII(H)
and are the inverse images of the Borel subgroups of H'. This reduces the
corollary to the theorem.

Corollary 2. Let H be a connected k-group and P a parabolic subgroup or H.
Then P is equal to the normalizer in H of L(P).
Let Q= ,it"H(L(P)). Then Q contains P, hence is parabolic, and therefore

connected (11.15). Let B be a Borel subgroup of H contained in P. If B' is a
Borel subgroup of Q, then it is conjugate to B by an element of Q, hence
L(B') c L(P). On the other hand, by Cor. 1, there exists such a B' verifying
L(B') + L(B) = L(Q). Therefore L(Q) = L(P) and Q= P.
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Corollary 3. Let B, B' and C, C' be two pairs of opposite Borel subgroups.
Then there exists gEG such that 9B = C and 9B' = C'.
In view of the theorem, this follows from the fact that Int G is transitive

on the pairs Q, T consisting of a Borel subgroup Q and a maximal torus
contained in Q (11.19c».

14.2 The center and derived group. Write C = ~(G)O for the "connected
center" of G. Since G is reductive, C coincides with 9f(G) (see 11.21), so that
GjC is semisimple.

Proposition.

(1) C = (n Ta)O = (Twy.
aE<P

(2) E0G is semi-simple
(3) G = C' E0G and C n E0G is finite.

Proof. (1) That C = (n Ta)O follows from (13.18)(2), and clearly C c T W,
aE<P

It remains to be shown that (TWt c Ta for each rxE(/). According to 13.18
(4)(c) there is a WEW such that w(rx) = - tY.. Now if tETW we have
Wt = t so ta= (wt)a = tw(a) = t -a. Thus T Wc ker(2rx), and (ker(2rx))0 = (ker tY.)0 =
Ta ·

(3) To prove that G = C'~G we first recall (l0.8) that PGLz is its own
derived group. Since GJTa is isogenous to PGLz it follows that Ga= Ta'~Ga
for each tY.E(/). We know (cf. 9.4(4)) that the Ga(rxE(/)) generate G, so it remains
to show that TcC-~G. Put D=(XdT), T)°c(~GnT). It will suffice to
prove that T = C'D, or that T'co = C~ + D~, where T' = X*(T), C' = X*(C),
D' = X *(D). But C' = T'w, by (1), and by construction all (l - w)). (WEW,
).E T') lie in D'. Now the subspace these span in T'co has complement
(T'co)W = (TW)'co, since the group algebra ~[W] is semi-simple. This proves
that G = Co~G.
Once we show that C-~G is finite the semi-simplicity of ~G will follow

because E0G -+ GjC = Gj9f(G) is surjective with finite kernel. Thus the proof
is completed by the:

Lemma. Let C be a central torus in a connected group H. Then C nE0H is
finite.

Proof. Using a faithful linear representation we may assume H c GL(V). Write
V = EEl Vi (1 ~ i ~ n), where Vj = Va" tY. j ranging over the weights of C in V.
Then He GL(V)C = GL(V1) x ... x GL(Vn). If tEC then t = (t·'Id., ... , tanId.)
in these coordinates. If further tE~H then each ta'Id. has determinant 1, so
w,)m, = 1, where m;=dim Vi' Thus Cn~H lies in a group of the form
C1 x ... x Cn , where C j is cyclic of order dividing mj'
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Corollary. (a) The following three conditions are equivalent: G is semi-simple;
G = ~G; and 'l?(G) is finite. (b) Let H be a closed connected normal subgroup of
G. Then H is reductive, 'l?(Ht = ('l?(G)nHt, and PflH = (~GnH)O,
The first assertion is an obvious consequence of the proposition. Let H
be as in the statement. Then ~.(H) c ~u(G), hence ~u(H) = {e} and H is
reductive. The group 'l?(H)O is a torus, normal in G, hence central (8.10, Cor.)
and contained in ((6(G)" n H)o. The other inclusion is obvious. That
~H c (~G nH)" is clear. That it is no smaller follows from 'l?(H)" c 'l?(G) and
the proposition.

14.3 Direct spanning. Let (HJiEI be a finite family of closed connected
subgroups of a connected group H. We shall say that H is directly spanned
by the Hi if, for some ordering i J , , in of 1, the product morphism

Hi. x X Hi" --+ H

is an isomorphism of varieties. We shall denote this circumstance by writing

In case n = 2 and one of the groups normalizes the other we have, as a
special case, just a semi-direct product decomposition.

14.4 Certain actions of T on unipotent groups. We consider an action of T
on a connected unipotent group V, subject to the following assumptions,
were <P(V) stands for <P(T, V):
(i) Each weight IX of T in u = L(V) is not zero, so that

u = IJ u""
"'EC/JlVI

and dim u'" = 1 for each IX E <P(V).
(ii) If IX, f3 E <P( V) are distinct, then they are linearly independent, i.e. the
subtori T", = (ker IX)" and Tp = (ker fJ)0 are distinct.

Proposition. (I) If IXE <P( V) then V", = V'f , is the unique T -stable closed
subgroup of V with Lie algebra u"'.

(2) Let A denote the set of T -stable closed subgroups of V.
(a) If HEA then H is connected and H is directly spanned by

{U",IIXE<P(H)} = {V",lu", c I)},

in any order.
(b) Hr--->l) is a lattice monomorphism from A to the lattice of T-stable

subalgebras of u.
(c) If H, XHEA for some XEV, then H = XH.

Proof. We know from 9.4 that for a subtorus S of T, the group V S is
connected, and L( VS) = US = LIup(S c Tp). Taking S = T we see that
UT = {e}. Taking S = T", for some IXE<P(U), we see that V", is connected and,
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thanks to assumption (ii), that L(V.) = u•. The uniqueness of V. follows from
(2)(a), which we now prove.
Let HEA. We assume first H to be connected. From 9.4 again we know
that H is generated by the subgroups HT'(aEW(V)). Now HTac V. and, if
I) = L(H), we have L(H T

,) = 1)1', = I). cu•. From assumption (i) we have
dim V. = dim u. = 1. Thus either

or

H T,= V., I).=u., and aEw(H).

Let 0: l' ... ,an by some ordering of W(H) and let

/:P=V., x .. · X V.n-+H

be the product map. To prove (2)(a) we must show that/is an isomorphism
ofvarieties. Clearly (d.f)e is an isomorphism, so / is dominant and separable.
There is no loss in generality in assuming that the ordering is chosen so
that the V.; which lie in ~(H) occur last; say V." ... , V .'n are those not
contained in ~(H). We distinguish two cases:
(i) m = 0; i.e. H is commutative. Then P is a group on which T acts subject
to the analogues of the assumptions made on V, and / is a dominant
T-equivariant homomorphism with finite kernel. But then, since T is
connected, ker / cpT, and we saw above that the assumptions (i) and (ii)
imply pT = {e}. Thus/is an isomorphism.
(ii) General case. Let n:H -+ Hj~(H)O be the quotient morphism. If i ~ m
then V.

i
-+ n(V.) is bijective, and we have n(H) = n(U./I' ... ·n(V.J, by

induction on dim H. Therefore H = V.,· ... ·V .... .((?(H)o. By (i) ~(H)O =

V ....+,· ... ·V.n •

In case H EA is not connected we apply the conclusion above to HO and
to V to write V in the form V = HO. V, where say V = V p,· ... ' V P.' Then H
is the set theoretic cartesian product of HO and F = H n V. Since F is a finite
T-stable subset of V we have Fe V T = {e}.
This completes the proof of (1) and of (2)(a). Part (2)(b) is an immediate

consequence of (2)(a).
There remains the proof of (2)(c), so suppose H, XHEA for some XEU. We

will show, by induction on dim V, that H = xH.
Choose a Uy c ~(V) and let n:U -+ V' = UjVy be the quotient morphism.

By induction we have n(H) = n(XH). If U y c H then V y = xV y c xH also, and
we see that H = xH. If not, then at least M = H· V y coincides with xH· U y'

Thus L(M) = L(H) EEl ul' = L(-'Ii) EEl u,' Since L(H) and L(XH) are T-stable, and
since the weights of T in u have multiplicity I, it follows that L(H) = L(XH).
Hence, by (2)(a) (or (2)(b» we have H = xH.

Remark. Each V. above is isomorphic to Ga. Thus the product map

/: Va' X ... X Van -+ Ii
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in the proof above gives rise to a T-equivariant isomorphism of H (as a
variety) with the affine space K" on which T acts diagonally via a l , ... , a".
This also shows the existence of a T-equivariant isomorphism of varieties
of L(H) onto H. In characteristic zero, it is given by the exponential map.

14.5 Special sets ofroots. Recall first that, if aE<P then (see 13.18 (4)(d)) there
is a unique connected T -stable subgroup Va with Lie algebra gao

If a,f3E<P we denote by (a,f3) the set of roots yE<P of the form r= ra + sf3,
where r, s are strictly positive integers. If 'fI and 'fI' are subsets of <P write

(1fJ, 'fI') = u(a, f3) (aE 1fJ, f3E 'fI').

We shall call 'fI special if
(a) ('fI, lJI) c 'fI, and
(b) there is a AEX*(T) such that (a,).) >0 for all aE'fI.
There is no loss, in (b), in assuming that ). is regular, i.e. that (a, A) #- 0

for all aE <P. For let },' be any regular one-parameter subgroup. Since <P is
finite we can choose a large positive integer N so that, if A" = NA+ X, we
have (a, A") > 0 whenever aE <P and (a, A) > O. Then X' is evidently regular,
and serves as well as A in (b).
The terminology "special" is provisional. Once it is established that <P is

a root system (14.8), then we shall see that 'fI c <P is special if and only if it
is closed and belongs to a positive set of roots for some ordering on <P (see
14.7).

Proposition.

(1) Ifa,f3E<P, and iff3#- ±a, then

[a, f3) = {YE <Ply = ra + sf3 for r, SEll with s > O}
is special.

Let IfJ c <P be special.
(2) The set {V.IiY.EP} directly spans, in any order, a T-stable subgroup V'P

ofG.
(3) If aE <P and (a, lJI) c IfJ then V. normalizes V'P.

Proof. Suppose a, fJ E <P and fJ #- ± a. Condition (a) above is obviously
satisfied by [a, fJ). To establish (b) recall from 13.18 (3) that fJ #- ± a implies
a. and {3 to be linearly independent. Hence there is a },EX*(T) such that
(a.,}.) = 0 and (fJ, A) > O. This A is clearly positive on [a, {3), so we have
proved (1).
Note that (a, fJ) c [a, fJ). Since condition (a) is obvious for (a., {3) we see that

(a, fJ) is also special. We claim the following.

(*) Let V(•.Pl denote the product, in some order, of {VyIYE(a,fJ)}. Then
(V., V p) c V(•.Pl'

(In case (a, {3) = ¢ we take V(•. P) = {e}).
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We shall now give the proof of (2) and (3), using (*), and then prove (*)
at the end.
We are given a special 'P c (/J. The remark preceding the proposition

shows that we can choose a regular AEX*(T) such that <a,A>> 0 for all
aE 'P. Put B = B(A), V = Bu' and (/J+ = (/J(V) = (/J(B). Then it follows from
13.18 that the action of T on V satisfies hypotheses (i) and (ii) of 14.4. If
aE (/J +, moreover, the group Va here coincides with the group so denoted
(w.r.t. T and V) in 14.4. Suppose that the product, in some order, of {Val aE 'P}
is a subgroup, call it V'P' Then V'P is clearly a closed T-stable subgroup of
V with Lie algebra L gao It follows therefore from 14.4 that 'P = (/J(V'P)

ae'P
and that V'P is directly spanned, in any order, by {ValaE'P}.
Now we shall prove (2) and (3) by induction on card 'P. If card 'P = 0
both assertions are clear, with V'P = {e}. Otherwise write 'P = {p} u 'P' where
P¢'P' and <P,A>~<y,}.> for all YE'P'. Then it is easy to see that 'P'is
special and that (P, 'P') c 'P'. By induction, therefore, we have the group V 'Po
directly spanned by {VyIYE'P'}. In view of(*) V'P0 is normalized by Vp (see
the proof of (3) below). In particular Vp' V 'PO is a subgroup, Vn of V, and
the paragraph above shows that V'P is directly spanned, in any order, by
{V y lyE 'P}. This proves (2).
To prove (3), suppose (a, 'P) c 'P. To show that Va normalizes V'P it
suffices to show that, for XE Va and yE 'P, we have xVyc V'P. Suppose YEVy.
Then Xy=(xyx-t)(y-tY)=(X,Y)YE(Va'Vy)Vy. Thus it suffices to see that
(Va' V y) C V'P' But, according to (*), (Ua,VJ C V{a.y), where V(a,y) is the
product, in some order, of {Vb IbE(a, /,) }. Since (a, 'I) c 'P we have V (x, y) C V'fl'
and this completes the proof, modulo the:

Proof of (.). Put 'P = (a,p)u {a,p}. It is clear (see proof of (1) above) that
'P is special. Hence we can choose A, B = B(A), V = Bu , and (/J+ = (/J(V), as
above, so that 'P c (/J + .

If yE (/J +, let By: Ga--+ V y be an isomorphism. Then,

'By(x) = BitYx) (for tE T, XEGJ

Let at, ... , an be the elements of (/J +, in any fixed order. According to 14.4
the product morphism

V x .. ·xV --+Vcr.1 Cln

is an isomorphism of varieties. Define

f:Ga x Ga--+V, f(x,Y) = (O,(x),Op(Y»·

Then the isomorphism above shows that

!(x, y) = n Bx,(Pj(x, y»)
1 ~i~n

(product in ascending order), where the Pj are polynomials in two variables.
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Pj(X, y) = L Ci.r,sxry,.
r,s~O

IV

Since f(O, y) = e = f(x, 0) we see that each monomial in Pi involves both x
and y, i.e. the summation is actually over r, S > 0,
For tET and X,YEGa we see that 'f(x,y) is equal to

(ea(tax), ep(tpy)) =n ()ai(Pi(tax, tPy))

as well as to

I1 0a,(taiPi(x,y)).
I

This yields, for each i = 1, ... , n,

'\' Co (tax)r(tPy)'= '\' Co ta'xry•.L.., l,r,S ~ I.r,s
r,5>0 r.5>0

It follows that

Cj,r.s = 0 unless ;Xi = ra + s/3,

Since, as already observed, c i .r ., = 0 unless r, s > 0, we therefore have cj,r,s =0
unless IXjE(a, f3), Thus,

Pi = 0 unless ajE(a, f3).

The latter is precisely what we sought to prove. It asserts, for x, yEGa , that
(ea(x), 8p(y)) lies in the product (in the above order) of those Va, for which
ajE(a, f3).

Remarks.
(1) Since a and f3 are linearly independent there is at most one expression

for an a j in the form ra + sf3. Hence the proof above shows that each Pi is
a monomial, zero unless a,E(a, f3).
(2) We have shown the existence of a smallest set of roots $(a,f3) such
that (Va' V p) C V <P(a.p), which is contained in (a, f3). In characteristic zero, the
rule ega, gp] = 9a + p implies readily that $(IX, f3) = (a, (.J). In positive
characteristic, there may be a strict inclusion, though only in small
characteristics. In particular, it may happen that (U a' V p) = {I}; even though
a + f3 is a root. For a list of the cases in which $(a, f3) i= (IX, f3) see [6:4.3].
Obviously, $(a, f3) = $(/3, a), We shall show (14,8, Cor. 2) that $( - a, - /3) =
- $(IX, f3).

14.6 Corollary. Let IXE$, and let raE W be the generator of the subgroup
W(T,Ga). Then iffJE$ we have

r a(fJ) = f3 - np,aa

with np.aE71. Moreover na,a = 2.
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Proof. We know from 13.18 (4)(c) that ra(ex) = - ex = ex - 2ex and that ra fixes
the elements of a subgroup of corank 1 in X(T). Passing to X(T)<Q' and
extending ex to a basis whose remaining members are in the fixed hyperplane
of ra(extended to X(T)<Q), we see that, for any )IEX(T)<Q' Y- ra(Y) is a (rational)
multiple of ex. In particular, raUl) = fJ - nfl.aex for some n/i...E<Q, moreover
n...a= 2 and na.-a = - 2. Therefore, to prove nfl... Ell, we may assume fJ # ± ex.
We apply the proposition above, which says that [a, fJ) is special, and hence
that the Vy()lE[ex,fJ» directly span a T-stable subgroup H = Vla.pl ' Evidently
(a, [ex, fJ» c [Ct, fJ) and (- a, [ex, tJ)) c [a, tJ), so the proposition implies that Va
and V -a normalize H. Since Va, V -a and T generate Ga it follows that Ga
normalizes H. Now ra arises from conjugation by an nE%GJT), and we have
just seen that this n normalizes H. Since fJE[ex, fi) and nV pn- 1 = "V 0 = V'a(O)
it follows that ra(fJ)E[a, fJ), i.e. that raU/) = I'll. + stJ for suitable 1', SEll, S > O.
Thus s = I and no... = - rEll. Q.E.D.

14.7 Review of root systems. The facts to be reviewed here can all be found
in ([3IJ, Chap. V and p. VTl-13), or in [9:VI].
Let R be a subfield of JR.. If V is a vector space over R we write

V* = HomR(V,R). Let a be a non-zero vector in V. We call rEGL(V) a
reflection with respect to Ct if r(a) = - a and if r fixes the points of a hyperplane
H in V. Thus r(fJ) = tJ - <fJ, ;,)a, for fJE V, where ;,E V* has kernel H, and
<ex,),) = 2.
If $ is a finite spanning set of V, there is at most one reflection with

respect to ex leaving $ stable.
A root system is a pair (V, $) where V is a vector space over R, and where

$ is a subset of V satisfying:
(I) $ is finite, spans V, and does not contain zero.
(2) For each exE$ there is a reflection ra with respect to a which leaves $

stable (and which is therefore unique, by the remark above).
(3) If a, fJE $ then r..(fJ) = f3 - np,aa with np,aEll. The elements of $ are

called roots.
The notion of isomorphism of root systems is evident. We will usually

denote the root system by $, and say that "$ is a root system in V" In
particular we have Aut($) c GL(V). The subgroup W($) of Aut($) generated
by the ra(aE$) is called the Weyl group of $.
Let aE $ be such that the only roots, aa, proportional to a are such that

Ial ~ I. If aex is one such then - aa = ra(aIX) = aIX - naa, .. IX, so that 2a = naa.aE'lL
Thus the roots proportional to IX are either {-a,IX} or {-IX, -a/2, a/2,a},
If the latter case never occurs, i.e. if, whenever IX and fJ are proportional
roots we have fJ = ± a, then the root system $ is said to be reduced.
Fix a root system $ in V. A basis of $ is a subset .1 of $, which is a

basis of V such that each root fJ is a linear combination, fJ = L maIX, with
aeLi

the ma integers all of the same sign. We then define the positive roots $+

(with respect to .1) to be those fJ for which all ma are ~ O. Thus $ is the
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disjoint union of (/J+ and (/J- = - (/J+. We call

WC(,1) = {A.E v* I<ct,), ) > 0 for all ctE,1}

the Weyl chamber of ,1 (or of (/J+. One can clearly replace ,1 by (/J+ in the
definition without essentially altering it.)
Call JeE V* regular if<ct, A) #- 0 for all ctE (/J. For example, a Weyl chamber

clearly consists of regular elements. If ), is regular we shall write

and
,1(Je) = {ctE(/J+(A)lct is not the sum of two elements of (/J+(A)}.

Theorem. Let (/J be a root system in V.

(1) Ifi.EV* is regular then ,1(A) is a basis of(/J.lt is the unique basis contained
in (/J+(Je). Thus, ,1f--+WC(,1) is a bijection from the set of bases to the set
of Weyl chambers.

Now suppose (/J is reduced.
(2) W( (/J) acts simply transitively on the set of bases of (/J, and (equivalently)

on the set of Weyl chambers.
Let ,1 be a basis of (/J.

(3) The r,,(aE,1) generate W((/J).

(4) (/J = U w,1.
weW(<P)

One associates to a basis ,1 of (/J the so-called Dynkin diagram Dyn( (/J, ,1)
which is a finite graph having ,1 as its set of vertices, supplied with suitable
"weights," and in which ct and {3 in ,1 are joined by n",pnp." edges. The Dynkin
diagrams give a complete classification of root systems. Moreover Dyn( (/J, ,1)
is functorial in ((/J, ,1), and the automorphism group of (/J is the semi-direct
product of Wand of Aut(Dyn( (/J, ,1)), the latter being the stability group of
,1 in Aut( (/J).
The root system (V, (/J) is said to be irreducible if one cannot write

V = VI E8 V2 as a non-trivial direct sum so that (/J = (<Pn VI)v(<Pn V2 ).

A subset 'f' of <P is closed if ct, {3E 'f' and a + {3E <P imply ct + {JE 'P. We
claim that 'f' is special (see 14.5) if and only if it is closed and belongs to
<p+ for some ordering. Let 'f' be special. Then condition (a) implies that is
closed and (b) shows that it belongs to some <P+(A), hence to a positive set
of roots for some ordering. The converse follows from the fact that if {ct;}
(i = 1, ... , N) is a set of positive roots whose sum is a root, then there exists
a permutation (J of the indices such that all sums

j=i

L cta(j) (i = 1, ... ,N)
j~ I

are roots (see VI, 1.6, Prop. 19 in [9]).
A positive nondegenerate scalar product on V or V*, invariant under W,
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will be called admissible. Since W is finite, admissible scalar products always
exist.

14.8 Theorem. Let V = (X(Tj'6'(G)O)q;>, identified canonically with a subspace
of X(T)q;>' Then f/J = f/J(T, G) is a reduced root system in V, with Weyl group
W= W(T,G).

Proof. From 13.18(3) we conclude that l/J is a finite set of non-zero vectors
spanning V, and that, if rx and fJ in f/J are proportional, then fJ = ± rx. For
the rest we can, without loss, assume '6'(Gt = {e}, by passing to GjCfJ(G)o.
From 13.18 (4)(c) we obtain a reflection ra ofX(T) with respect to rx which

leaves (/) stable. The extension of ra to V (which we shall also denote by ra)

verifies condition (2) in the definition of a root system.
The (integrality) condition (3) is established by 14.6.
This shows that (/) is a reduced root system in V, and that W( (/)) c W.
If we identify V* with X *(T)<Q then it is clear from 14.7 and from 13.18(5)
that the Weyl chambers in v* of bases of (/) coincide with the subsets of v*
obtained from Weyl chambers in X *(T) of Borel subgroups BEguT. (The
Weyl chamber in V* corresponding to BEt?JT is {AEV*I<rx,A»O for
rxE (/)(T, B) }.) According to 13.10(2), W acts simply transitively on these Weyl
chambers. But 14.7 asserts W( (/)) does likewise, and hence the inclusion
W( (/)) c W is an equality.

Corollary 1. Let BEguT and let .1 = L1(B) be the set of rxEl/J(B) which are not
sums of two elements in (/)(B).

(1) .1 is a basis of l/J. (We call .1 the set of simple roots associated with B
(and T).)
(2) G is generated by {Ga lrxEL1}.

Proof. (1) follows from 14.6 in view of the fact (see 13.18 (5)) that
(/)(B) = {rxE f/JI <rx, A) > 0 for AE W qB) }, and, for such a}" <rx, A) # 0 for all
rx E l/J, i.e. A is regular.
(2) We know from 13.7 that G is generated by the set of BEguT. If BEguT

then B = T· Bu and 14.4 implies that Bu is generated (even directly spanned)
by the set ofV a(rxE f/J(B)). Thus G is generated by T together with the V a(rxE l/J).
Let H be the subgroup generated by Ga (XEL1). Ga contains Va as well as a

representative, naEJII'G,(T), of raE W. Hence it follows from 14.7 that H
contains a representative, n = n(w)EJVG(T), of each WEW. If fJE(/) then
nvp= V w(P)' Thus H contains all V p for which fJ is a W-transform of some
rxEd. According to 14.7 these {J's exhaust f/J. Since, clearly, T =H, this shows
that H = G.

Corollary 2. Let rx, {J E l/J, rx # ± fJ and let f/J (rx, fJ) be the smallest set of roots
such that (Va' V p) C V <1J(a.Pl (see 14.5, Remark 2). Then (/)( - rx, - fJ) = - (/)(rx, fJ).
Let S = (ker rx n ker {it. It is of codimension two in T and H = 5Z'(S)jS is a

semisimple group of rank two, with maximal torus T' = TjS.
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If ex + fJ is not a root, then (ex, fJ) is empty, so is $(ex, fJ) and (U a' U fJ) = {I}.
But then ( - ex, - fJ) is also empty and so is $( - ex, - fJ). From now on,
assume that ex + f3 is a root. In this case l1J(T', H) is irreducible. By the
classification of roots systems of rank 2, l1J(T', H) is of one of the types A z,Bz,
G z. Assume first it is of one of the last two. Then - Id belongs to the Weyl
group. Therefore there is an inner automorphism of H leaving T' invariant
and sending U f onto U -)' for every yEl1J(T', H). It maps (Ua' U fJ) onto
(V -a' U - fJ) and U <P(a.fJ) onto U _ <PI,a.fJ) whence our assertion in this case.
Assume now l1J(T', H) to be of type A z. Since :x + f3 is assumed to be a

root, we may find an ordering on $(T', H) for which ex and fJ are the simple
roots. Then either l1J(ex, fJ) = ¢ or l1J(ex, f3) = {ex + fJ}. The Weyl group contains
an element (the reflection to :x + f3 = 0) which sends ex and f3 onto - fJ and
- ex respectively. The corresponding automorphism of G maps (Va' V fJ) onto
(V -fJ' U -a) and V <PI,a.fJ) onto V <PI,-fJ.-a) and again l1J( - fJ, -:x) = l1J( -:x, - f3)
is either empty or equal to { - ex, - f3}. Therefore

l1J(ex, f3) = ¢-=(Ua' U fJ) = (1)-=(U -fJ' U -a) = {I} -= $( - rl, - (J) = ¢,

$(rl, f3) = {rl + f3} -= (Va' U fJ) #- ( I )

-=(U _fJ' V - a) #- {I }-= $( - ex, - fJ) #- 0 -= $( - ex, - f3) = {- C( - fJ}.

14.9. Automorphisms of semi-simple groups. Assume G is semi-simple, and fix
a bEgaT. In

A = Autalg.grp. (G)

let Int(G) be the group of inner automorphisms. Also write A(B.n for the
subgroup of A stabilizing both Band T.
According to (14.8) $(B) is the set of positive roots with respect to a basis

.1(B) of $. We shall write Dyn($, B) for the corresponding Dynkin diagram
(see 14.7), and Aut(Dyn($, B» for its automorphism group.

If aEA(B,T) then, since a' T = T, a induces an automorphism of the root
system l1J. Since a' B = B it follows that a leaves .1(B) stable and hence defines
an element a'EAut(Dyn( <1>, B».
Proposition.

(1) A = Int(G)'A(B,T)'
(2) Int(G)nA(B,T) is the kernel of the homomorphism A(B.n-+Aut(Dyn(<1>,B»

(m-+a') described above.
(3) There is a natural injection Ajlnt(G)-+Aut(Dyn($,B». In particular
Int(G) has finite index in A.

Proof. Clearly (3) follows from (1) and (2).
(1) Let aEA. By the conjugacy of Borel subgroups of G we have cB = B

where c = Int(g)oa for some gEG. By the conjugacy of maximal tori in B we
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have dT = T where d = Int(b)oc for some bEB. Thus we have
d = Int(b)o Int(g)oaEA(B. T)' as required.
(2) Suppose aEA(B.T)' If a = Int(g) for some gEG then by 10.6, 11.16,

gE.AIG(B)nJV'G(T) = B n.AIG(T) =.AIB(T) = T,

so a induces the identity automorphism of (/J.
Suppose, conversely, that a'EAut(Dyn( (/J, B)) is the identity. We must show
that a is inner. For each aEL1(B) we have an isomorphism ea:Ga --+ Va' Since
a leaves Va stable we have a&a(x) = 0a(cax) for some caEK*. Since the elements
of L1(B) are linearly independent we can find a tE T such that ta= Ca for each
aEL1(B). Then Int(t) has the same effect as a on each V a(aEL1(B)) so we can
replace a by Int(t) -loa and assume each ca= 1. In that case a fixes the
elements of each V a(aEL1(B)).
We claim a also fixes the elements of T. For if tE T then ra = a(tt for each

aEL1(B). Since Gis semisimple, L1(B) spans a subgroup of finite index in X(T)
(14.8). Hence t = a(t) as claimed.
Evidently a stabilizes Ga = GT

, and it fixes the elements of the Borel
subgroup T·Va. Hence 11.4 (1) implies alGa is the identity. Finally 14.8
asserts that the Ga(aEL1(B)) generate G, so a is the identity.

Remark. In (1), G may be any connected algebraic group.

14.10 Proposition. Assume G is semi-simple and "# {e}.

(1) Let H be a connected normal subgroup of G, and let H' == (GH)o.

(a) H is semi-simple.
(b) G = H· H' and H n H' is contained in the finite group ({?(G).
(c) If G --+ G' is a surjective morphism, then G' is semisimple.

(2) Let {Gil i E I} be the minimal elements among the connected normal
subgroups of dimension ~ 1.

(a) Ifi"#j then (Gi,G) = {e}.
(b) I is finite; say I = {I, ... , n}. The product morphism

G1 x ... x Gn--+G
is an isogeny.

(c) If H is connected normal subgroup of G, then H is generated by
{GdGicH}.

(3) G is "almost simple," i.e. Gj'£(G) is simple, if and only if the root system
(/J is irreducible.

Proof. (1) Assertion (a) follows from (14.2, COL). GH is the kernel of the
conjugation homomorphism:

G InllH ) Aut (H)
alg.grp.
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and, by 14.9, the image of H is a subgroup of finite index. Hence H· GH has
finite index in G. Therefore, by connectivity, G = H'(GH)O = H· H'. Moreover
(H n H')O c ~(H)O c 8t(H) = {e} so H n H' is a finite normal, and hence
central, subgroup of G.
(c) Let H be the identity component of ker n, H' be as in (1). Then n defines

a surjective morphism with finite (hence central) kernel of H' onto G'. Since
H' is semi-simple (by (a)), so is G'.
(2) Let H be as above and let iEI. Then (G j , H) is a connected normal
subgroup of G contained in GinH. Hence, by minimality of Gi , it equals {e}
or Gi . In other words, Gi c (GH)O or Gj c H. In particular (G j , G) = {e} for i #- j.
Let J = {i l , ... , i,) c I and let GJ denote the image of the morphism

j~:Gil x ... X Gir ---+ G.

With the aid of the remarks above an induction on r = card J shows that
GJn Gh is finite if hr$J, and hence that ker(fJ) is finite. Therefore
dim G ~ dim GJ = I dim Gj ~ card J, so I must be finite. Moreover,

jeJ

fJ:G i , x ... X Gir---+GJ is an isogeny.
With Hand H' as in (1) we see also that 1= J u J' (disjoint) where

J ={jEIIGj c H} and J' ={jE1IGj c H'}. It follows then, since G =GJ ' Gr =
H· H' and H n H' is finite, that H = GJ'
(3) If G =H· H' as above then it is clear that the root system ([J of G

decomposes into the direct sum of those of H and of H', respectively. Thus,
if both Hand H' have dimension ~ 1, ([J is reducible.
Conversely, suppose <I> is reducible; say ([J = <1>1 U ([J2 is a non-trivial
decomposition into a sum of two root systems. Let Gi denote the subgroup
generated by all U ~(CXE <1>;). Then, since ([J 1 and ([J2 are both not empty,
dimGi~ l(i= 1,2).
We claim first that Gland G2 generate G. For let H be the group they

generate. Then H~ = H n G~ projects onto the semi-simple quotient PGL2 of
G~ (see 10.8) so H~ contains a complementary torus T~ to T~ in T. Since(n T~)O = {e} (G is semi-simple) it follows that the tori T~ are independent
and generate T. Thus H contains T, and hence each G~, and hence H = G
(see 14.8, Cor. 1(2)).
Next we claim that G1 centralizes G2. For if CXE([Jl and j3E([J2 there are

no roots of the form rcx + sj3 with r, s > O. Hence the assertion (*) in the proof
of 14.5 shows that U~ and Up commute.
Finally, therefore, GI nG 2 commutes with the group generated by G1 and

G 2 , which is G, so G I n G 2 ( c ~(G)) is finite. This completes the proof of (3),
and hence of the proposition.

14.11 Corollary. Let H, H' be connected linear aLgebraic groups and n: H ---+ H'
a surjective morphism. Then n!JiH = !JiH' and n(!JiuH) =8tuH'.

It is obvious from the definition that n(8tH) c 8tH'. By the universal
property of quotients (6.3), n induces a surjective morphism of H/8tH onto
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H'/n(f1llH). By 14.1O(lc), H'/n(21tH) is semisimple, therefore n(3ilH):::J 2ilH', and
the first assertion follows. The second one is then a consequence of 10.6.

14.12 The Bruhat decomposition. We fix a BEguT and write V = Bu, (/)+ =

(/)(B), and L1 for the basis of (/) in (/) +, the set of "simple roots associated
with B."
Let B-EfJ8T be the opposite Borel subgroup (see 14.1). We put V- = B;;

and (/)- = (/)(B-) = - (/)+. For aE(/) we shall write a>O ifaE(/)+ and a<O
if aE (/) -.

If WEW we shall allow ourselves to confuse Wwith a representing element
in uVc(T), whenever the use is unaffected by the choice of a representative.
We shall consider the groups

These are both T-stable closed subgroups of V, so it follows from 14.4 that
they are directly spanned, in any order, by the Vh > 0) that they contain.
The sets of such I' are, respectively,

(/); = (/)(Vw) = {I' > OIYw> O},

and

(/)~ = (/)(V~) = {y > OlyW < O},

where yW = yo Int(n) for any nEA'-c(T) representing w. Since these sets
partition (/)+ it follows also from 14.4 that

Let X o denote the fixed point of Bin G/B.

Theorem. (a) (Bruhat decomposition of G). G is the disjoint union of the double
cosets BwB(WEW). If WEW then the morphism V:v x B->BwB(x,Y)f-->xwy,
is an isomorphism of varieties.

(b) (Cellular decomposition oIG/B). G/B is the disjoint union of the V-orbits
Vwxo (WEW). if WE W then the morphism V~ -> VWXoUf-->UWXo, is an
isomorphism of varieties.

Remarks. (1) The fixed points (G/B)T correspond to fJ8T, and we know from
11.19 that W acts simply transitively on this set. In particular, WXo= (G/Bf,
and this set has the same cardinality as W. Part (b) above therefore asserts
that each V-orbit in G/B meets (G/B)T in precisely one point.
(2) Since B = V· T and W normalizes T it follows that, for WEW, we have

BwB = VwB and Bwxo= Vwxo' Thus it is clear that (a) and (b) are equivalent.
(3) It follows from 14.4 that each V~ is isomorphic, as a variety, to an

affine space. Thus, if K = <C, each of the V-orbits is a cell and (b) gives rise
to a cell decomposition of G/B in the sense of algebraic topology. Since these
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cells are complex varieties they occur only in even (real) dimensions. Hence
the 2ith Betti number of GIB is the number of cells of (complex) dimension
i. The latter is the number ofwEW for which dim V~ = card{y > 0Iw- 1(y) < O}
is equal to i.

Proof. In view of remark (2) above, the theorem will follow once we
establish the following three assertions:

(1) Ifw, W'EW, then Vwxo= Vw'xo=w = w'.
(2) G= BJ.VB.
(3) If WEW then the map V~xB--.BwB given by (x,Y)f---+xwy is an

isomorphism of varieties.

Proof of (1). Say w'xo= UWXo with UEV. Then the stability group in V
of w'XO ' i.e. V n w· B = V w', coincides with that of uwx"' i.e. with V uw =
VnuwB=U(VnWB)=uV w' Thus V w and uV",= V w' are each closed T­
stable subgroups of V. Therefore 14.4 (2)(c) implies V", = V w" In particular
<P; = <P(V",) and <P;, = <P(V",.) coincide, where <P; = {yE<P+ Iyw > O}, and
similarly for <P;.. Therefore the proof is completed by the:

Lemma. If w, W' E Wand if <P; = <P;. then W = w'.

Proof. Suppose nEJ!I'G(T) represents w. We then have the actions of W
on AEX*(T) and on IXEX(T) given by "'/ = Int(nbt and IXW = IXolnt(n).
Thus IXwoA = IXO"')., or, equivalently, <IX"',A) = <IX, "'A).

If A is semi-regular then the Weyl chamber to which A belongs is
determined by the signs of the numbers <IX,!.), where IX varies over <P +.

This follows from 13.18(5). Suppose AEWC(B), i.e. <IX, A) > 0 for all IX> O.
Then for a>O we have <IX,"'A) = <IX"', A) which is >0 ifIXE<P; and <0
otherwise. It follows from the hypothesis, therefore, that'"A and w· A lie in
the same Weyl chamber. Therefore W = w' since W acts simply transitively
on the Weyl chambers (13.10).

Proof of (2). It will be carried out in several steps.
(i) If G has semi-simple rank I then (2) holds.
In this case W has order 2. So part(1) implies that BWxo consists of two
V-orbits. Hence it suffices to show that GIB consists of at most two V-orbits.
Consider the morphism V --. GIB (Uf---+uy), where Y is not a fixed point of
V. We can identify V ~ Go with P 1 minus a point, and then extend the
morphism to PI --. GIB. The image is closed and one-dimensional, and
hence equals GIB. On the other hand this image consists of a one­
dimensional V-orbit together with a single fixed point.
(ii) If aE<P and xE(GIB)T, then

Gax = (VaX)u(V"rax).
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Put C=(G")x=G,,nBx' This is a Borel subgroup of G" (11.18), and we
have a G,,-equivariant and bijective morphism GJC~ G"x. Since G" has
semi-simple rank 1 (13.18) and Weyl group {e, r,,} (with respect to T). (ii)
now follows from (i).
(iii) Suppose a is a simple root (i.e. aE.1) and leI lfI = (/)+ - {a}. Then,

in the terminology and noration of (14.5), lfI is special, and so the V p (f3E 'P)
directly span a group Voy. Moreover Voy is normalized by Go' and
V = V"Voy = VoyV".

It is clear from the properties of root systems (see 14.7) that lfI is special
and that (a, 'P) c lfI. Furthermore ( - Ct, 'P) c lfI. For suppose
y = r( - a) + Sf3E (/), where fJE If/ and r, S > O. Then fJ = L mob with Inoo > 0 for

(Sed

some bo i= a, because (/) is reduced. Hence the bo-coordinate of y is SInoo > 0, so
YE(/)+. Clearly yi=Ct so YElf/.

Now it follows from 14.5 that {Vplf3E lfI} directly span (in any order)
a group V'i" and that V 'I' is normalized by V" and V -", as well as, of
course, by T Thus V'i' is normalized by G", the latter being generated
by V"' V_'" and T The equalities V = V"V'i' = V'i'V" are now clear.
(iv) If CtE.1 and xE(G/Bf then G"Bx = (Vx)u(Vr"x).
We have B = VT= V"V'i'T (as in (iii», so

G"Bx = G"V"V'i'Tx

=G"V'i'X

=V'i'G"x
= Voy((V"x)u(Vor"x))
= (Vx)u(Vrox)

(Tx = x and V" c G,,)
(G" normalizes V'i'; (iii»
(part (ii))

(v) If CtE.1 then G,,(BwB) c BwBuBr"wB.
For if WEW then, by (iv), we have

G"BwB = (VwB)u(Vr"wB) c (BwB)u(Br"wB).

According to the corollary of 14.8. G is generated by the C" (aE.1).
Hence (v) implies G(BWB) c (BWB), thus proving (2).

Proofof(3). Since V", = V n "'8 = V n wBw- 1 = V n wVw- 1 we have
V",wc V. Similarly, V~wcwV-. Writing B= VT= V~VwT we see that
BwB = V~V",wB = V:"wB, so

f:V:
v
x B~BwB, (x,y)l---4xwy

is surjective. Since V~w c wV - and V - n B = {e} it follows that f is
injective also. Moreover since L(V-)= L g" has trivial intersection with

0<0

L(B) = gT EB I g", it follows that f is separable, and hence an
,,>0

isomorphism.
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14.13 Corollary. If B, B', B"EJB then BnB' contains a maximal torus of
G.IfB' and B" are opposite to B, then they are conjugate by an element ofB.

Proof. B' has a fixed point on GIB = U Uwxo (in the notation of 14.12).
welf'

Say B' fixes x = UWXo' where WEWand UE U. Then B' = U"'E. Since T c W B
we have UT c UWBnB = B' nB.
Let T, T" be maximal tori in BnB' and BnB" respectively. If B'

(resp. B") is opposite to B, then it is the unique Borel subgroup of G
opposite to B containing T (resp. T") by 14.1. Then an element bEB such
that bT = T" (see 10.6) will conjugate B' onto B".

14.14 Corollary. Let B, B' Ef!Jl' be opposite Borel subgroups and U = B",
U' = B~. Then the product map U' x B ....... G is an isomorphism of U' x B
onto an open subset of G. The group G is a rational variety.
By 14.13, we may assume that B, B' are the Band B- of 14.12. Let W o

be the element of W which maps <P + onto (/J -. Then, left translation by
Wo is an isomorphism of U'wo'B onto wo'U'wo'B= U-'B, and the first
assertion follows from 14.12.

T is isomorphic to a product of GL I'S over K. 1n view of 13.18, the
remark in 14.4 applies to U, U', hence both are isomorphic, as varieties,
to affine spaces. Since B is isomorphic, as a variety, to T x U by 10.6, it
follows that U -. B is a rational variety, hence so is G.

Remark. We shall see in S18 that if G is defined over k, then G is unirational
over k, rational over a separable extension of k. It follows from 14.14 and
15.1 (2) and 15.8 that any connected affine k-group is a rational variety over k.

14.15 The Tits system ff = (G, B, N, S). Let N = JVG(T) and S = {r,,} (CXEL1).
Then (W, S) is a Coxeter system [9: IV, 2.1]. These data satisfy the following
conditions:
TI G is generated by B, Nand B n N = T is normal in N.
T2 W = NIT is generated by S.
T3 sBw c BwBuBs'wB (SES,WEW).
T4 sBs i= B for SES.
In fact, T1 follows from 14.8 and 10.6, T2 from the fact that (W,S) is

a Coxeter group, T3 from 14.12(v) and T4 from the fact that if S = r" (CXEL1),
then sBs contains U -'"
This means that .r is a Tits system [9:IV, 2.1]. By general arguments

(loc. cit.) these conditions already imply the Bruhat decomposition

G=UBwB.

14.16 Parabolic subgroups. In a Tits system :T' = (G', B', N', S') the
parabolic subgroups are by definition the subgroups which contain a
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conjugate of B'. For a subset 1 of S', let W~ be the subgroup of
W' = N'/(B' n N') generated by 1. Then P~ = B'· W~' B' is a group and every
parabolic subgroup of G' is conjugate to exactly one of those [9:IV, 2.5,
2.6].
Coming back to our Tits system ff, we note first that B· WI' B is a

closed subgroup. In fact, for each rxE1, it contains T, U~ and raU~ra= U -a'
hence Ga =::LG(Ta ). Since 1 generates W" it follows that B· WI'B is generated
by B and the Ga (rxE!), which are all irreducible subvarieties containing
1, so that our assertion follows from 2.2. In particular we see that any
subgroup containing a conjugate of B is closed. As a consequence, the
parabolic subgroups as defined in 11.2 are the same as the parabolic
subgroups of the Tits system Y.

It follows from general facts about Tits systems that for 1, J c .1, there
is a canonical bijection of between WJ\W/Wj and P,\G/Pj [9:IV, 2.5,
Rem. 2]. In particular, G is a disjoint union of double cosets B· w' P1>

where w runs through W/Wj . We shall come back to this in a more general
case in §21.

14.17 Standard parabolic subgroups. Once B is chosen, a parabolic
subgroup P containing B is called standard. For later lise, we rephrase
here slightly the description ofstandard parabolic subgroups. For 1 c .1, let

TJ = (n kerrx)o.
aEJ

Let us write BJ for B n frG(TJ). It is a Borel subgroup of .Z'G(T,) by 11.15.
It is a well known fact on finite euclidean reflection groups that a subgroup
of such a group fixing pointwise a vector subspace is generated by the
reflections in the group fixing that subspace [9: V, §4, no. 6]. Therefore
W(T,QG(T,)) = (ra>aEJ' Moreover, in view of 9.2, <1>(T,frG(TJ)) = [1],
where [1] denotes the set of roots which are linear combinations of
elements in 1. Let <1>(1)+ = <1>+ - [1]. It is the set of roots

(1)

where at least one of the ca(3), rx¢!, is > O. As a consequence, in the
terminology of 14.5, <1>(1)+ is special and

(2)

14.18 Proposition. We keep the notation and assumption.s of 14.17. The
standard parabolic subgroups are the groups PJ= B· WJ'B (1 c .1). The
group PJ is the semi-direct product of frdTJ) and of its unipotent radical,
which is equal to U 4>(1)+' The group TJ is the identity component of the
center of frG(TJ), is equal to fr G(TJ)n9iPJ and is a maximal torus and a
Cartan subgroup of fJAP J.
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Proof. By 14.5, the Ua' for aE lPut directly span a unipotent subgroup
U <1J(1)+' Moreover, this group is normalized by U ± fJ for f3 E I, hence by
2 G(T/). The intersection of U(/)(1)+ and ::LG(T/) is unipotent on the one
hand, central in the latter group, hence consists of semi-simple elements
on the other hand, therefore is reduced to {l}. We have

L(U<1>(w)= EB ga' L(::L(j(T/)) = L(T) 8) EBga'
aE<1J(I)' aE[I]

These Lie algebras intersect only at the origin and .:zG(T/)' U <1>(1)+ is a
semi-direct product with unipotent radical U <1>(/)+' It contains B, hence is
parabolic. The Bruhat decomposition of ::LdT/) shows that it is equal to Pl'
The center of :!ZG(T/) contains T/ and is contained in T. But T/ is the identity
component of the fixed point set of W, = W(T,::LdT/)), hence, afortiori, the
identity component of the center of ::LG(T/). The subgroup T/' U <1J(1)+ is
solvable, normal in PI> hence belongs to :JllP1 . But the identity component
of :Jllp[ n::LG(T[) is the radical of :!ZG(T/), hence is contained in T[. Therefore
:JllP / = T/' U <P(l)' and T[ is a maximal torus of :JllP [. By construction, no
element in dJut is trivial on T" therefore the centralizer of T[ in the Lie
algebra of U <1J(1)+ is reduced to L(T[) and, by 9.3, 10.6, T[ is its own centralizer
in :Jllp[, hence is a Cartan subgroup of :Jllp[.
For (JEX(T), let 1J be the restriction of (J to T1 . If (JElP(T, G), then 1J= 0

if and only if (JE[l]. Otherwise, 1J is an integral linear combination with
coefficients all of the same sign of the ii, where rxEI' = L1 - I. The ii (aEI') are
often called the simple roots of :JllP or of P with respect to T[. They are
linearly independent. Of course they are trivial on the identity component
Z of the center of G. They may also be viewed as characters of T~ = (T1n .9&G)O
or of TIiZ. Both tori are of dimension equal to Card 1', hence the ii (CXEI)
span a Q-basis of X( T~)1l;l or X(T;/Z)Il;l' The group X *(T/) contains an element
Aon which the ii (aEl') are equal to one another and > O. Then dJ(T, PI)
(resp. dJ(T,.~"Ptl,resp. dJ(T,.!l'(T,))) is the set of rxElP(T,G) such that
(ii, A);;; 0 (resp. (ii,A) > 0, resp. (ii,A) = 0).

14.19 Corollary. Let P be a parabolic subgroup of G. Then P contains Levi
subgroups. The maximal tori of :JllP are also Cartan subgroups of :JllP. The
Levi subgroups of P are the centralizers of the maximal tori of :JllP. Any two
are conjugate by a unique element of :JlluP.
The group P is conjugate to a standard parabolic subgroup. The corollary
then follows from the proposition and 11.23(ii).

14.20 Opposite parabolic subgroups. Two parabolic subgroups of G are said
to be opposite if their intersection is a common Levi subgroup.

If P and P' are Borel subgroups, then the Levi subgroups are maximal
tori and P, P' are opposite in the sense of 14.1.

14.21 Proposition. Let P be paraholic subgroup of G and L a Levi subgroup
ofP.



TV.14 Root Systems and the Bruhat Decomposition in Reducti\'e Groups 199

(i) There exists one and only one parabolic subgroup 1" opposite to l' and
containing L. Any two parabolic subgroups opposite to l' are conjugate by a
unique element of !JI"p.

(ii) Two parabolic subgroups 1', Q contain opposite Borel subgroups if and
only if their unipotent radicals intersect only at the identity.

(iii) If 1" is opposite to 1', the product map Il:(x,y)c---+x'y induces an
isomorphism of varieties of ~,,?' x l' onto an open subset of G, equal to
1"'1'.

Proof. We may assume l' and L to be in the standard situation of 14.17,
whose notation is kept. Then the argument of 14.17 also shows that V - 4><[)+
is normalized by ::LdTJi, hence that PI = V-4>(1),2'dTj) is opposite to p.
The uniqueness follows from 14.18. Thus the parabolic subgroups opposite
to l' correspond bijectively to the Levi subgroups of l' (by the map Qc---+Q n 1'),
hence also to the maximal tori of !JIP, whence the conjugacy assertion.
(ii) In this proof we use repeatedly 14.18, 14.19, without explicit mention.

Assume P and Q contain opposite Borel subgroups Band B-. Then P n Q
contains T= BnB-. For each root cxEf/>(T,G), the group Ua is either in B
or in B-, hence either in P or Q. But if Va C ~"P n .~"Q, then V -a is neither
in P nor in Q, whence a contradiction. Therefore ,~"Pn!J("Q = 1. Assume
now this last condition to hold and choose a maximal torus T of G contained
in l' n Q (14.13). From the discussion in 14.17, we see that P (resp. Q) has a
Levi subgroup L (resp. M) generated by T and the Va such that cx, - CXE f/>(T, 1')
(resp. cx, - cxEf/>(T, Q». Then R = (Ln M)O is generated by T and the Va for
which CXE f/>(T, L) n f/>(T, M). Thus a root r.x belongs to f/>(T, R) if and only if
neither cx nor - cx is contained in f/>(T, ,~"P) u f/>(T, !JI"Q). Let us write I for
f/>(1', .~"p) and J for f/>(1', .~"Q). Then

(I) <P(T,G)=f/>(1',R)uluJu -/u-J,

(disjoint union). Repeated application of Cor. 2 to 14.8 shows that the V-a
(CXEI) (resp. V _p(fJEJ» directly span a unipotent group U -J (resp. V -J)
normalized by R. Let CXEI. Then cx¢:J by assumption, therefore - CXE f/>(T, Q).
As a consequence, V -J c Q. Similarly V -J C P. The group V _[ (resp. U -J)

normalizes !JI"Q (resp. !JI"P), therefore generates with it a unipotent group
U A(resp. V B), where A = - IuJ and B = Iu - J = - A. By(I), we see that

<P(T, G) = <P(1', R)u Au - A.

Choose two opposite Borel subgroups C, C- of R containing T. Then C- V A

and C-· V -A are two opposite Borel subgroups of G contained in P and Q
respectively.
(iii) Since !JI,,?' n l' = {1}, the map is injective. The image contains B-· B,
which is open (14.14), and is acted upon transitively by !JI,,?' x P where the
first (second) factor acts by left (right) translations, hence !JI"P" P is open in
G. The differential of Il at the origin is an isomorphism, since L(~"P') and
L(P) are transverse and span L(G). Therefore Il is an isomorphism ofvarieties.
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14.22 Proposition. Let P and Q be parabolic subgroups oj G.

(i) P n Q is connected and (P n Q)..YJl"P is a parabolic subgroup.
(ii) Let L be a Levi subgroup of P. Then HI---> H· ~"P is a hijection of

the set of parabolic suhgroups of L onto the set of parabolic subgroups
of P.

(iii) If Q is conjugate to P and contains .o/l"P, then Q = P.

Proof. By 14.13, PnQ contains a maximal torus T of G. Fix a Borel sub­
group of P containing T and use the setup of 14.17. Then P = Po for some
set () of simple roots. For any cY..E(), the group Po contains both Ua and U -a'

But at least one of them is contained in any Borel subgroup of Q contain­
ing T. Thus any Borel subgroup B' of P n Q containing T contains at least
one of Ua' U _a for every cY..E [0]. Then B'·~"P contains T and one of
U a' U _a for every cY..E<P(T, G). Therefore it is a Borel subgroup and
(P n Q)'~"P is parabolic. It is then necessarily connected, hence P n Q is
connected.
(ii) We just saw that if Q is parabolic in L, then Q'2?"P is parabolic in P

(or G). If now R is a parabolic subgroup of P, it contains ~"P and can be
written in the form = (LnR)·~"P. We have PIR = LI(LnR), hence LI(LnR)
is complete and L n R is parabolic. It is clear that this correspondence is
bijective.
(iii) The group (Q n P)·.o/l"P is parabolic by (i) and contained in P n Q by

assumption. In particular P n Q contains a Borel subgroup; but a parabolic
subgroup is conjugate to a unique parabolic subgroup containing a given
Borel subgroup (11.1 7) whence P = Q.

14.23 Lemma. We keep the notation of 14.12. Let X a(!XEL1) be a non-zero
element of ga and X = L X a · Then Tr(X, b) = {gEG, Ad g(X)Eb} = B.

aeS

Let gETr(X, b). By 14.12, we may write g=b"W'b (b,b'EB, WEW). Since
B normalizes b, we may assume b' = e. By (3.17), Ad b(X) - X lies in the Lie
algebra of the derived group (U, U) of U. It follows from (*) in 14.5 that
(U, U) is contained in the direct span of the U). ()'E (j)+, }'~L1). Since W permutes
the ga' we may then write

Ad y(X) = L caXw(aj' (Xw(aI E 9w(o»)'
ae<P

The set of !X's for which Ca i= 0 contains .1, and the corresponding X "'(0) are
linearly independent. Since Adg(X)Eb, it follows that w(L1) c <P+. By 14.7,
14.8, this yields W = e, gEB.

14.24 Lemma. Let H be a connected qroup and M a closed suhgroup of H.
Assume that there exists X Em = L(M) such that the set Tr(X, m) of hEH for
which Ad h(X)Em consists of finitely many left classes mod M. Then
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..;VH(mt = M O
, and V = UAd E)(m) contains a dense open set of E). If

heH

HIM is complete, then V = E).
..;VH(m) is a closed subgroup of H contained in Tr(X, m), hence its identity

component is equal to MO. The proof of the remaining assertions is quite
similar to that of 11.9. We consider the morphisms

H x E) ~H x E) -.!......(HIM) x £},

where a(x, Y) = (x, Ad x(Y)) and p= n x Id, with n:H --+ HIM the canonical
morphism. Let Q = pa(H x m). By the same argument as in 11.9, it is seen
that Q is closed. By definition, V = prz(Q), where prz is the projection on the
second factor, hence V is closed if HIM is complete. The fibre of prz over
an element Z of V is n(Tr(Z, 111) - I). In particular, the fibre over X is finite.
On the other hand, by using the projection prl on the first factor, one sees
again that dimQ= dim H, hence prz is dominant.

14.25 Proposition. Let H be a k-group. Then l) is the union of its Borel
subalgebras.
(By definition, a Borel subalgebra ofE) is the Lie algebra of a Borel subgroup
of HO.)
We may assume H to be connected. Let R be its radical. The canonical

projection H --+HIR defines a bijection between Borel subgroups (11.14). This
reduces us to the case where H is semi-simple. Let B be a Borel subgroup
of H. In view of 14.23 and 14.24, the set V of conjugates of b contains a
dense open set of E). But, since HIB is complete, it is closed by 14.24, whence
the proposition.

14.26 Proposition. Let H be a k-group and X E£}. Then X is nilpotent if and
only if it belongs to the Lie algebra of a closed unipotent subwoup.

Proof. For the "if" part, see 4.8. Let now X be nilpotent. By 14.25, it belongs
to the Lie algebra of a Borel subgroup of H, which reduces us to the case
where H is connected, solvable. But then, 10.6(4) yields X EL(H,J

Bibliographical Note

Up to 14.14, the results of this paragraph are due to Chevalley [13]. In
particular, see Exp. 13 for 14.11, Exp. 16 for 14.8, and Exp. 17 for 14.9, 14.10.
The main deviation here from [13] is that the integrality condition 14.6 is
proved more directly, without recourse to representation theory.
In 14.12 it is proved that GIB (B a Borel subgroup) admits a partition

into finitely many locally closed subvarieties, each isomorphic to an affine
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space. We also noticed that these are parametrized by the fixed points of a
maximal torus T. The existence of such a decomposition has been since
proved much more generally for any smooth projective variety in which GL I

operates with only finitely many fixed points by A. Bialynicki-Birula, Annals
of Math. 98 (1973), 480-497.
14.25 is due to Grothendieck ([15], Exp. XIV, Thm. 4.11, p. 33). The proof

given here is taken from [3].



Chapter V

Rationality Questions

In this chapter, all algebraic groups are affine. G is a k-group.

§15. Split Solvable Groups and Subgroups

15.1 Definition. Let G be connected solvable. G splits over k, or is k-split, if
it has a composition series G = G0 ~ G1 ~ .,. ~ Gs = {e} consisting ofconnected
k-subgroups such that G)G i + I is k-isomorphic to G" or GL 1 (0;:::; i < s).

Examples. (1) The group D" of invertible diagonal matrices of degree n splits
over the prime field. More generally, if a k-torus splits over k in the sense
of 8.2, then it is k-isomorphic to a product of GL 1 (8.2, 8.3), hence is k-split
in the present sense. The converse then follows from 8.14, Cor.
(2) Since a connected one-dimensional k-group is k-isomorphic to G" or
GL 1 (10.9), it follows from 10.6 that if k is algebraically closed, then any
connected solvable k-group is k-split.

15.2 Proposition. Let G be connected, solvable and k-split, and V a complete
k-variety on which G acts k-morphically. If V(k) #- cP, then G has a fixed point
in V(k).
Proof by induction on dim G. Let N be a normal connected k-subgroup

of G such that GIN is isomorphic to G" or GL 1 . By induction, there exists
xEV(k) fixed under N. The orbit mapgf--+g'x is defined over k, and induces
a k-morphism I: GIN ----> V, whose image is the orbit G(x) of x. By assumption,
GIN is k-isomorphic, as a variety, to PI - A where A consists of one or two
points rational over k. Since V is complete, f extends to a k-morphism of
PI into V. Then I(P I) = G(x) u j'(A) is complete, hence is the Zariski-c1osure
of G(x), hence is stable under G. The set f(A) consists of one or two points
rational over k, each of which is fixed under G since otherwise its orbit would
meet G(x). Q.E.D.

15.3 Definition. A k-subgroup H oI GL" is trigonalizable over k if there exists
xEGL(n, k) such that x' H· X -I consists o.f upper trianyular matrices.
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A flag F in K n is rational over k if it consists of subspaces defined over k.
This is the case if and only if F is the transform by an element of GL(n, k)
of the standard nag Fo:[e l ] C [e l ,e 2 ] c···. Thus, H is trigonalizable over
k if and only if it leaves stable a flag rational over k. More intrinsically, we
may say therefore that if V is a k-vector space, a k-subgroup H of GL(V) is
trigonalizable over k if and only if it leaves stable a point rational over k of
the nag manifold ff(V).

A trigonalizable group is necessarily solvable. If k is algebraically closed,
any connected solvable k-subgroup of GLn is trigonalizable over k by the
Lie-Kolchin theorem (10.5).

15.4 Theorem. Let G be connected, solvable.
(i) rf G splits over k, then every image of G under a k-morphism f (resp.

under a k-morphism into GL(V» splits over k (resp. is trigonalizable over k)
and '~uG is k-split.

Assume G to be linear.
(ii) The following conditions are equivalent: (a) G is trigonalizable over k;

(b) Gu is defined over k and GIGu splits over k; (c) X(G) = X(G)k'
(iii) If k is perfect, G splits over k if and only if it is trigonalizable over k.
(i) We show first that G' = f(G) is k-split. To start with, assume G to be
of dimension one, and G'"# {e}, hence of dimension one, too. If G = GL I ,

then G' is k-isomorphic to GL I by 8.2. Let G = Ga' The group G' is then
unipotent; it acts faithfully and k-morphically on the projective line PI; it
has exactly one fixed point, say P, which is rational over kP "-, and one open
orbit (10.9, Ramark). Then G acts k-morphically on PI via f, with P as its
only fixed point. By 15.2, P is then rational over k, hence (10.9, Remark), G'
is k-isomorphic to Ga.
In the general case, we have a composition scries (GJ of G as in 15.1. Then

(.f(GJ) is a composition series for G', and f induces a surjective k-morphism
of GjG i + 1 onto f(GJ/f(G i + 1), (i=O, ... ,s-1). Our assertion now follows
from the one-dimensional case.
Let now G' be a k-subgroup of GLn and ffn the flag manifold of K n. Since

G' splits over k, and ff ll(k) "# ¢, the group G' has a fixed point in ffn(k) by
15.2, hence is trigonalizable over k (15.3).
To prove that ;"~uG is k-split, we argue by induction on dim G. By definition,
G contains a k-split normal subgroup N of codimension one. By induction,
,q.fuN is k-split. If GIN is a torus, then :!/luG = :!/luN. So assume GIN ":'<I.Ja- Let
n:G -> G' = GI'~uN be the canonical projection. :!/luG' has dimension one and
:!/luG = n - I (:!/luG'). It suffices therefore to show that the latter is isomorphic
to <I.Ja- The group N' = n(N) is a torus, which is normal, hence central, in G'.
Therefore G' is nilpotent and is the direct product of N' and :!/luG' (10.6). The
latter is defined over k by (ii) below, hence k-isomorphic to G'IN' ~ GI N ,;, <I.J".
(ii) We prove first that (a)=>(b). Let G be contained in the group Tn of
upper triangular matrices of degree n, and let Un be the unipotent part of
Tn. Then Gu = GnUn' By 10.6(4), the Lie algebra of Gu consists of all the
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nilpotent elements in L(G), hence L(G.) = L(G)nL(Un ), and G" is defined
over k by 6.12. The k-morphism of Tn onto On with kernel Un induces an
injective k-morphism of GIG" into On, hence GIG" is k-isomorphic to a direct
product of GL\ (8.4).
(b)=>(c) Since G is k-isomorphic to the semidirect product of GIG" and

G" (10.6), and X(G.) = {I}, it is clear that the map n* :X(GIG,,) -> X(G) induced
by the projection n:G -> GIG" is an isomorphism. If G" is defined over k, then
so is n, hence n* maps X(GIG.)k into X(G)k' Therefore X(G/G.) = X(GIG.)k
implies X(G) = X(Gh.
(c)=>(a) Let A:G->GL(V) be a k-morphism. By the Lie-Kolchin theorem,
there exists XEX(G) such that the eigenspace Vx is -# O. Since, by assumption,
X is defined over k, the space Vx is defined over k (5.2). Using induction on
dim V, we see then that A(G) is trigonalizable over k, whence our contention.
(iii) Let now k be perfect. In view of (i), there remains to show that if G

is trigonalizable over k, then it splits over k. Let G c Tn' By taking the identity
components of the intersections of G with the standard normal series of Tn
(see to.2), we get a normal series (GJ consisting of connected k-groups, whose
successive quotients are either k-isomorphic to one-dimension images of
subgroups of On, hence are k-isomorphic to GL 1 (8.2, 15.1) or are unipotent,
one-dimensional. Since k is perfect, the latter quotients are k-isomorphic to
Ga by (10.9, Remark). Thus G splits over k.

Remark. By l5.4(ii), a linear k-torus is k-split if and only if it is trigonalizable
over k. On the other hand, by the same result, a connected unipotent k-group
is always trigonalizable over k, while it need not be k-split. In fact, [26, p. 46]
gives an example of a one-dimensional such group, over a field of character­
istic > 2 (which is necessarily imperfect in view of 15.4(iii»).

15.5 Corollary. (i) Let G be linear and trigonalizable over k. Then the image
ofG under a k-morphismf:G->GL(V) is trigonalizable over k.
(ii) Let G be unipotent. Then G is trigonalizable over k. II k is perfect, G

splits over k.
(i) Let G' = f(G). Then G~ = f(G,,) and f induces a surjective k-morphism
of GIG" onto G'IG~. Our assertion follows from 15.4(i), (ii).
(ii) This follows from 15.4(ii), (iii).

J5.6 Proposition. Let G =Ga , GL\. Let X be a (non-empty) k-variety on which
G acts k-morphically and transitively. Then X(k) -# <p.
The variety X is irreducible. If dim X = 0, then X is reduced to a point,
necessarily rational over k. Otherwise, dim X = 1, and for XEX, the orbit
map fx:gf->g·x is surjective (with finite fibres), hence its comorphism is an
injective homomorphism of K(X) into K(G). But, here, K(G) = K(T), where
T is an indeterminate, hence, by Luroth's theorem, K(X) is also a purely
transcendental extension of K, of dimension one. In other words, X is a
rational curve; it is obviously smooth. There exists therefore a k-isomorphism
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of X onto a k-open subset of a smooth complete curve Y of genus O. The
action of G on X extends to a k-morphic action of G on Y, and Y - X
consists of finitely many fixed points of G.
We have PI = Gu A where either A = {O} or A = {O} u {oc}. The orbit

map Ix extends to a morphism of P I into Y, which is then surjective, since
its image is closed, one-dimensional. It follows that Y - X = fAA). The
morphism .f~ is defined over k(x), so fAA) c Y(k(x». This is true for any
point XEX. But we may find two points x, YEX(K) such that k(x)nk(y) = k,
e.g. two "independent generic points," or a generic point x and an algebraic
point y. Therefore I(A) c Y(k) and the latter set is not empty. Since Y is of
genus zero, it is then k-isomorphic to PI (10.9, Remark). As a consequence,
Y has at least three rational points (corresponding to 0, 1, 00). Since f(A)
consists of at most two points, this proves that X(k) =1= cP.

15.7 Corollary. Let H he a k-qroup, L a connected solvable k-split subgroup,
and rr:H-4HIL the canonical projection. Then rr(k):H(k)-4(HIL)(k) is
surjective.
Proof by induction on dim L. Let N be the first non-trivial term of a

composition series splitting L. Thus N is k-split, of codimension one, and
LIN is k-isomorphic to GL) or Go- The map rr is the composition of the
canonical projections

H ~HIN ~HIL.

Let xE(HIL)(k) and X = rr I(X). Since fJ is separable, X is defined over k.
The group L normalizes N, hence the right translations on HI N define a
k-morphic action of LIN on HI N (6.11). Obviously, its orbits are the fibres
of fJ. Therefore, 15.6 shows that X(k) =1= cP. Since, by induction assumption
ark) is surjective, the corollary is proved.

15.8 Corollary. Assume H to be connected. Then H is birationally isomorphic
over k to (HIL) x L. ifH is a k-split solvable group, then it is a rational variety
over k.
By 15.7 and AG, 13.6, there exists a k-open subset V of HILand a

k-morphism (1: V -4 H sueh that rr 0 (1 is the identity. The map <p: (u, g) 1--+ <T(u)' 9
is then a k-isomorphism of V x L onto n-I(V) (6.14. note that V x Land
n- I (V) are smooth). Assume now H to be itself k-split solvable. If it is
one-dimensional, then it is k-isomorphic to Go of GL 1 , hence rational over
k. Let N be a normal k-split subgroup of codimension 1 of H. Then HI N is
rational and, by the first assertion, G is birationally k-isomorphic to N x GIN.
Arguing by induction on the dimension, we may assume that N is rational
over k, and the second assertion is proved.
Our next goal is to extend 15.6 to connected solvable k-split groups. This

requires some preparation.

15.9 Lemma. Let G operate morphically 0/1 the irreducible aj]ine variety V
with closed orbits. Assume that GO is either a torus or unipotent. Then K( V)G
is the quotient .field of I = K [VJi.
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Proof. Let N = GO and f E K (V)N If N is a tOfUS, then f is in the quotient
ring of K[V]N by 8.19. Let now N be unipotent. The ideal J of elements
qEK[V] such that j-qEK[V] is not zero and N-invariant. Let E be a
non-zero finite dimensional N-invariant subspace of J (1.9). The space D of
fixed points of N in E is at least one-dimensional, as follows from 10.5. There
exists therefore q # 0, such that r = j- q is regular, hence in K[VY. Thus
f = r/q, with r, qEK[V]N and q # O. Let now finally f be invariant under
G. We have just seen that f = alb, with a, bEK [V] fixed under GO and b # O.
The finite group G/Go operates on K[V]Go. Multiply a and b by the product
of the g'b (gEG/H, where H is the isotropy group of b in G) to get f = a'/b'
with b' # 0, invariant under G, hence a' invariant under G, too.

15.10 Lemma. Let V be an irreducible affine k-variety on which G acts
k-morphically and transitively. Let N he a normal k-subgroup of G whose
identity component is unipotent or a torus. Assume that the quotient G/N H,
where H is an isotropy group on V, is affine. Then V/N exists over k and is affine.

Proof. Let VEV, H its isotropy group and ov:g~g-v the orbit map. Then 0v
induces a bijective morphism <p of G/H onto V, hence G/H is affine, too. We
note that, by construction of quotient spaces, we have

(1)

hence

K[G/H] = K[G]H, K[G/HN] = K[GYH,

K[G/NH] = K[G/HY.

The comorphism <p°:K[V]--+K[G/H] is injective and K[G/H] is a finitely
generated K[V]-module. There exists then nEIN such that

(2) K[G/H]pn c K[V] c K[G/H],

(here p is the characteristic exponent). This implies

(3)

hence K[V]N is finitely generated. We claim that the affine variety Y with
coordinate ring K[VY is the desired quotient V/ N.
The commutative diagram of inclusions

K[V] , K[G/H]

r r
K[V]N --_. K[G/H]N

gives rise to a commutative diagram ofG-equivariant dominant morphisms

G/ H _--'-'1_..... V

lp 1-
G/NH--'-"-..... Y
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where <p, t/J are bijective, fl is open, surjective, separable. Note that K[VY
is defined over k (8.19), hence Y and v are defined over k. Since fl, <P, t/J are
surjective, so is v. The orbits of N are the fibres of fl, and <p is bijective,
therefore the orbits of N on V are the fibres of v. Thus v is an orbit map.
Since fl is open, and a purely inseparable morphism is a homeomorphism
for the Zariski topology (AG, 12.1), v is also open. By 15.9, K(Y), which is
by definition the quotient field of K[y], is also equal to K(V)N, hence v is
separable (AG, 2.4). The group G is transitive on Y, hence Y is smooth, and
in particular normal. It now follows from 6.2 that v is a quotient morphism,
hence Y = VIN.

15.11 Theorem. Let G be a connected k-split solvable k-group and Va k-variety
on which G acts k-morphically and transitively. Then V is an affine variety
and V(k) # 0.

Proof. We show first that V is affine. Let VE V(k) and H its isotropy group.
It is defined over k. The orbit map 0v yields a bijective morphism of GIH
on V. By AG, 18.3, it suffices to prove that GIH is affine. So assume that
V = GIH. The group HIHo operates on GIHo and GIH = (GIHO)/(HIHO)
(6.10). Since the quotient of an affine variety by a finite group is affine (6.15),
it suffices to show that GIHO is affine, so we may assume H to be connected.
Assume now in addition that H is unipotent. If H = ~uG, then GIH = is a
k-group, hence is affine, so we argue by descending induction on dim H. Let
H be a proper connected subgroup of ~uG. By 10.2, there exists a connected
subgroup H' of ~uG normalizing H and such that H'IH has dimension one,
and therefore is isomorphic to Go (l0.9). By induction, GIH' is an affine
variety.
The group H' operates on G by right translations whence, by 6.10, a
morphic action of H'IH on GIH which is free, whose orbits are the fibres of
the projection T:GIH-+GIH'. Let k' be an extension ofk in K. Since T is
separable, the orbit over a point yE(GIH')(k') is defined over k', hence contains
a k'-rational point by 15.6. Thus cr(k'):(GIH)(k')-+(GIH')(k') is surjective for
all extensions of k in K. As a consequence, T has local cross sections (AG,
13.6). Translating them by G(k), we see that their domains of definition cover
GIH. The inverse image of such an open set U is isomorphic to U x (H'IH),
as remarked in 6.14. hence is affine. Therefore GIH' is covered by affine open
subsets whose inverse images are affine; hence T is an affine morphism and
therefore the inverse image of any open affine subset of G/ H' is affine (AG,
6.5). In particular, GIH is affine.
Let now H be any connected subgroup of G.We already know that G/~uH

is affine. Since H/~uH is a torus whose orbits in G/~uH are all closed, it
follows from 8.21 that (G/~uH)/(H/~uH) is affine. But it is isomorphic to
GIH (6.10).
We now prove the second assertion. If G is one-dimensional, it is the

content of 15.6, so we argue by induction on dim G. The group G contains
a proper non-trivial connected normal k-split subgroup N which is either a
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torus or is unipotent: If G is a torus, then it is a direct product of
one-dimensional k-split tori; if it is unipotent, then take a k-split normal
subgroup of codimension one; if it is neither, then set N = f1lluG (15.4). By
15.10, the quotient VIN exists and is acted upon k-morphically, and obviously
transitively, by GIN. By induction, VIN(k) is not empty. We have seen in
the proof of 15.10, or could deduce from 6.5, that the projection V ...... VIN is
separable. Therefore the inverse image F of a point of (V/N)(k) is defined
over k. It is acted upon k-morphically and transitively by N hence, again by
induction, F(k) is not empty.

15.12 Corollary. Let n: V ...... W be a separable surjective k-morphism of
irreducible k-varieties. Assume that G operates k-morphically on V and that
the fibres of n are the orbits of G. Then n(k'): V(k') ...... W(k') is surjective for
every extension k' of k in K. The map n admits local cross sections.

If WEW(k'), then n -1(W) is defined over k' by separability, and it is acted
upon k'-morphically and transitively by G, which is solvable and k'-split.
Therefore n -l(W) contains a point of V(k') and the first assertion is proved.
The second one then follows from AG.13.6.

15.13. For information, let us mention some further properties of k-split
solvable groups.
(a) If V is as in 15.11, then V is k-isomorphic, as a variety, to a product of a

certain number ofcopies of Gaand GL1, only of Ga's if the isotropy groups
contain maximal tori of G, in particular if G is unipotent [28: Thm. 5].

(b) Let G be connected, unipotent. Assume it admits a k-morphic action of a
k-torus T by automorphisms such that only the identity is a fixed point of
G. Then G is k-split. There is a T-equivariant k-isomorphism of varieties
ofG onto its Lie algebra.
The first assertion of (b) is a consequence of Cor. to Thm. 3 in [28], applied

to the semi-direct product G' of T and G. The second one follows from
[3: 9.12], also applied to G'.
We shall not need these results, except in one case in which a direct proof

will be given (see §21).

15.14 Theorem. Let k be perfect and G be connected. The maximal connected
solvable k-split subgroups (resp. maximal connected unipotent k-subgroups, resp.
maximal k-split tori) of G are conjugate by elements of G(k). If R is one of
them, (GI R)(k) is the set ofrational points ofa projective k-variety V containing
GIR as k-open subset, on which G acts k-morphically.
Let R be a connected solvable k-split subgroup of G of maximal dimension.

Let n:G ...... GL(V) be a faithful k-morphism such that dn is injective, and V
contains a line D defined over k whose isotropy group in G (resp. algebra
in L(G)) is R (resp. L(R)) (see 5.1). The image of R in GL(VID) under the
natural representation is trigonalizable over k (15.4). Therefore, there exists
a flag P in V rational over k, whose one-dimensional subspace is D, and
which is stable under R. Let §"(V) be the flag manifold of V and f:g ......... g(P)
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the orbit map of G into ,q7(V). Let X = G(P). This is a projective k-variety
on which G operates k-morphically, and it is the union of G(P) and of orbits
of strictly smaller dimension. Let QEX(k), and H its isotropy group. It
is defined over k (since k is perfect), trigonalizable over k, since it leaves
fixed an element of 9'(V)(k), hence split over k (15.4(iii». Consequently,
dim H ~ dim R, and dim G(Q) ~ dim G(P). It follows that QEG(P), hence
X(k) =G(P)(k). In view of the construction of P, the isotropy group (resp.
algebra) of P is R (resp. L(R)), hence f is separable, and G(P) = GjR, whence
(GjR)(k) = X(k).
Let now H be a connected solvable k-split subgroup of G, By 15.2, it has

a fixed point xEX(k). By the above, xEG(P)(k) = (G;'R)(k). It follows from
15.7 that x is the image of an element {jEG(k) under the orbit map .f. But,
then, g' H· 9 - 1 C R, and, if H is unipotent g'H' 9 - 1 C Ru • This shows that
any maximal connected solvable k-split subgroup (resp. connected unipotent
k-subgroup) of G is conjugate under G(k) to R (resp. R,,), and that a k-split
torus H is conjugate under G(k) to a subtorus of R. We already know that
the k-tori of Rare k-split (15.4). There remains to show that two maximal
ones T, T are conjugate by an element of R(k). We proceed by induction
on dim R. Let Q be a connected one-dimensional k-subgroup of R" normal
in R. It is trigonalizable over k and, since k is perfect, it is k-split, k-isomorphic
to Gao Using induction and 15.7, we see that we are reduced to the case
where T c T Q, i.e. where Ru = Ga is one-dimensional. If Ru commutes with
T, then R = T x Q is nilpotent, and T = T. If not, then ::r(T) = T and
R" = (T, R) (see 9.3), Let S be the identity component of the centralizer of R"
in T. It has codimension one, is defined over k, normal in R. The groups T,
T are conjugate under R" (10.6), therefore SeT, and, dividing out by S,
we may assume T=GL t . Let Y={nER", n·T·n- 1 =T}. This is a closed
set, not empty (10.6), defined over /<. If x, YEY, then y-I·XE./!'(T), hcnce
y-l'XE::l(T)= T(IO.6), and finally xE}"T Thus T acts transitively on Y by
right translations, and Y(k) t=- 4> by (15.6).

Bibliographical Note

Except for 15.14, the results of this section are due to M. Rosenlicht. Up to
15.5, see [26], which is one of the first papers devoted to rationality questions
on affine algebraic groups, and [28]. For 15.6, see [25: p. 425] or [28: Theor. 4].
15.11 and 15.12 are contained in Theorem 10 of [25]. The argument here is
quite similar to Rosenlicht's, though expressed in a somewhat different language.
The validity of 15.9 for G connected unipotent was noted in [27: p. 220].
For 15.8, see Cor. I and 2 to Theorem 10 in [25]. For 15.13, see [28: 8.2].

§16. Groups Over Finite Fields

In this section, k is a finite field, q = p' the number of elements of k; and
Fq:xr+xq the Frobenius homomorphism of afield (){char p.
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16.1 Let V be a k-variety. We denote by v(q) the image of VE V under the
"Frobenius morphism" V --+ V, also to be denoted by Fq • We recall that if
V c K n is affine, then the coordinates of v(q) are obtained by applying Fq to
those of v, and the comorphism F~:k[V]--+k[V] is the q-th power
homomorphism ff--> fq.
The map Fq is a purely inseparable isogeny. It is bijective, and its differential
at any point is the zero map. The fixed point set of Fq is V(k), hence is finite.
If V is a k-group, then Fq is a homomorphism.

16.2 Let f:G x G--+G be defined by f(g,h)=g-t'h'g(q), and let fg be the
map h f--> f(g, h). Then fgh = fh 0 fg, and f is defined over k. Hence G operates
on itself by means of the fg's and this is a right k-morphic action.

16.3 Theorem. (Lang). Let GEG. Then the orbit map sa:gf-->g-t·a·q(qj is
separable. Its image is open and closed.
For the second assertion, it suffices to show that sa(GO) is the connected

component of a in G. We may therefore assume G to be connected. Let
i:xf-->x- t . Then (3.2):

(dsa).(X) = diAX)a + a'dFq(X), (X Eg).

But (di) = - Id. (3.2) and dFq == 0 (16.2) hence

(dsa)e(X) = - X 'a,

which shows that dSa is an isomorphism. As a consequence, sa is dominant,
separable. The orbit sa(G) of a then contains a non-empty open set, hence
is open by homogeneity. This being true for any aEG, the orbit is also closed.

16.4 Corollary. Let G be connected. Then the map gf-->g-t. y(q) is surjective,
separable.
Apply 16.3 to the case a = e.

16.5 Corollary. (i) Let G be connected, and V be a non-empty k-variety on
which G acts k-morphically and transitively. Then V(k) i' (p.
(ii) Let H be a closed connected k-subgroup of G. Then the canonical map

n:G(k)--+(G/H)(k) is surjective.
(i) Let VE V. By assumption, there exists gEG such that g'v(q) = v. By 16.4,
we may write g = h - t . h(q) for some hEG. We have then h· v = h(ql. v(q) = (h' v)(q),
hence h·VEV(k).
(ii) Let XE(G/H)(k). Then n-t(x) is defined over k. It is acted upon

transitively by H. Therefore n-t(x)(k) is not empty by (i) and xEn(G(k)).

16.6 Proposition. Ga has a Cartan subgroup (resp. a maximal torus, resp. a
Borel subgroup) defined over k. Two Borel subgroups defined over k are
conjugate by an element of GO(k).
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Let H be a Cartan subgroup (resp. maximal torus, resp. Borel subgroup)
of GO. Then so is its transform H(q) under the Frobenius map. Hence there
exists gEGo such that

g·H(ql.g-l=H

(11.1,11.3). By 16.4, we may find aEGo such that 9 = a-1.a<q). Consequently

aHa-I =a(q)H(qJa!q)-l =(a'H'a-1)(q)

hence aHa-I is defined over k.
Let B, B' be two Borel subgroups defined over k. The variety V =

Tr(B, B') = {XEGIxBx - I = B'} is defined over k (since k is perfect), not empty
(11.1). Since B is equal to its normalizer (11.16), B acts transitively by right
translations on V. By (16.5), V(k) i= ¢.

Remark. The last assertion is in fact valid over an arbitrary field (20.9).

16.7 Proposition. Let H he a connected k-yroup and I: GO -+ H a surjective
k-morphism. Then a Cartan subgroup (resp. a maximal torus, resp. a Borel
subgroup) oI H d~fined over k is the image of such a subgroup of GO.
Let M be a Cartan subgroup of H, defined over k, and M' = f-I(M)o.

Then M' is defined over k (since it is k-closed, and k is perfect), and M = I(M'),
since M is connected. By (16.6), M' has a Cartan subgroup C defined over
k. By 11.14, the group I(C) is a Cartan subgroup of f(M') =M. Hence
f(C) =M. The proof in the other two cases is the same.

16.8 Proposition. Let G be connected, H a connected k-group and f: G -+ H a
k-isogeny. Then G(k) and H(k) have the same number of elements.
Given an isogeny r: M -+ N of connected algebraic groups, we let deg r

denote the degree of the field extension k(M) over rOk(N). The degree of
separability of this extension is the order of ker r.
Let aG be the map gf-+g- I 'g(q). It is separable, surjective (16.4) of degree

equal to the number [G(k)] of elements in G(k). Similarly the analogous map
aH has degree [H(k)]. But foac = aH of, therefore

degUoad = degI-degaG = degI'degaH -

Since deg f i= 0, this proves the proposition.

16.9 Without giving any details, we mention that 16.4 has an interpretation
in Galois cohomology. It is equivalent to the following fact: if L is a finite
(Galois) extension of k, then

H 1(Gal(L/k)), G(L)) = O.

(For the definition of HI, see e.g. [30].)
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Except for t 6.6, 16.7 the results of this section are due to S. Lang [21]. That
16.6 was a consequence of Lang's theorem (16.3) was noticed by Serre (and
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§17. Quotient of a Group by a Lie Subalgebra

In this paragraph, chark=p>O. We put Ak=k[GJ and AK=K[G].
We recall 3.3 that !1 may be identified with the algebra of left-invariant
K-derivations of A K by means of the map Xf--HX, and that g(k) =
9 (\ Derk(Ak> A k)·
In §6, we introduced the quotient G/H of G by a closed subgroup. Of

course, both G and H were "reduced," since only such groups have been
dealt with in this book. However, this quotient can be (and has been) defined
in the broader category of group schemes [14]. In this paragraph, we discuss
another special case of this situation, where H is a restricted subalgebra of
g, i.e. is of the simplest type among non-reduced groups of dimension zero.
Our main objective here is 17.8, which will play an essential role in §18.

17.1 Lemma. Let 11t be a restricted Lie subalgebra of g, which is defined over
k. Let B be the set of elements of A k annihilated by m(k). Then B contains Af
and is a finitely generated k-algebra. Moreover, m = {X Eg, X' B =O}.
Since g acts via derivations on A K, it annihilates A~, hence B:::J A[.

Therefore Ak is integral over B. The latter is then finitely generated by a
known result (see e.g. Lemma 10, p. 58 in [29J).
To prove the second assertion, it suffices to consider the case where G is

connected. Let L = K (G) and M be the quotient field ofBK . Then L:::J M :::J LV,
hence L is a purely inseparable extension of M, of height one. The given
action of g on A K extends in the abvious way to make g@L into a restricted

K

Lie algebra over L of derivations of L. The field M is the field of invariants
of III@L. (If D(a/b) = 0, where D is a derivation, then D(a' bP - 1) = O. hence

K

alb = a' b p
-

1Ib P is the quotient of two D-invariants.) But then, by Jacobson
Galois theory of inseparable extensions of height one (Jacobson, Lectures
in Abstract Algebra III, van Nostrand, Chap. IV, Theor. 19, p. 186), m@L

K

is the algebra of all derivations of L which are zero on M, whence our second
assertion.

17.2 Proposition. Let 11t be a restricted subalgebra of g, which is defined over
k. There exists an affine k-variety G/m, and a k-morphism n:G ...... G/m having
the following properties:
(i) n is bijective, ker(dn)x = x·m(xEG). The comorphism n° induces an
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isomorphism of k[G/m] onto the algebra B oI elements in Ak annihilated
by m(k).
(ii) If Z is an afJine k-variety and s: G --+ Z a k-morphism such that

ker(ds)x :::) x·m(xEG), then there exists a unique k-morphism f: G/m --+ Z such
that s = fon.

The pair (G/m, n) is unique up to a k-isomorphism.
Let (Vi' nJ (i = 1,2) be two pairs satisfying the conditions imposed on

(G/m, n) in (i), (ii). Then we have unique k-morphisms f: V1 --+ V2 and
h: V2 --+ V1 such that n 2 = f o n 1 and n l = h o n 2 . It follows then immediately
that f, h are bijective and that the comorphisms .ro, h" are isomorphisms.
There remains to show the existence.
Let b1 , ..• , bs be a generating set for B as a k-algebra (17.1). By 1.9, we can

find a finite dimensional subspace Wi of A K , stable under G under right
translations, defined over k, and containing bi (1 ~ i ~ s). Let E = U Wi' and
b = b1 + ... + bs ' We claim that the orbit V = G·b of b, under the natural
representation of Gin E, and the orbit map n:g~g'b satisfy our conditions.

If g'b = b, then bi(g) = bile) (1 ~ i ~ s). Since the b/s generate Band B
contains Af, this implies f(g) = fee) for any fEAk' hence 9 = e, and n is
bijective. Let XE!l Then by (3.11), XEker(dn)e if and only if b;*X =0, i.e.,
by 17.1, if and only if XEm. Thus ker(dn)e = m. The equality ker(dn)x = X'1n

follows then from the fact that the orbit map is equivariant.
The orbit map being bijective, and V being normal, V is affine (AG.18.3)
and nO is injective. The relation ker(dnle = In implies that nO(k[V]) c B. To
establish the reverse inclusion, it suffices to prove that biETm n" (1 ~ i ~ s).
Fix i. Let UJ, ... ,U, be a basis of WiCk) and al, .. ·,o, the dual basis of WiCk).
The restriction of ajE Wi c E* to V is an element of k[V]. If we denote it
also by aj , we have:

bJg) = g'bi(e) = l:jaj(g·bJ·u)e) = l:jn"aj(g)'u}e),

which proves our contention.
Let now sand Z be as in (ii). Then s"(k[Z]) is annihilated by m(k), hence

contained in B. Consequently, the unique k-morphism f: V --+ Z whose
associated comorphism is SO: k [Z] --+ B satisfies the relation s = f 0 n.

Remark. To show that V is affine, we have quoted AG.18.3. In fact, this can
be avoided. With a little more work, one can show directly that V is closed
in E. (For a similar argument, see e.g. A. Borel, Introduction aux groupes
arithmetiques, Hermann, Paris, 1969, Prop. 7.7.)

17.3 Lemma. We keep the notationofl7.2 and §3. LetfEAK,gEG, X Eg. Then
(i) (i".f) *X = - i"(X *.f);
(ii) U*X)(g) = (Adg(X)-*f)(g).
Let Ii' hiE AK be such that p"f = l:Ji® hi' We have then

i"f(g'x) = f(X- 1 'g- l
) = l:;i"f;(x)·hi(g-I).
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Since Wf * X)(g) = X(A-g- I' i°f) (see 3.4), this yields

Wf *X)(g) = .E;XW/;). hi(g - 1),

hence, by 3.19(e),

Wf*X)(g) = - .EiXj>hi(g-l) = - (X * f)(g-l),

which proves (i). The equality f(g' x) = f(gxg -l'g) gives

.EJj(g)' hj(x) = .EJ;(gxg- I ). h;(g).
Therefore

(f *X)(g) = .EiX(fio Tnt g). hi(g)·

Since the differential of Int is Ad by definition 3.13, the definition of the
differential of a map, and 3.19, yield

(f *X)(g) = .Ej(Ad g(X)' /;). hi(g) = Ad g(X) *f)(g).

17.4 Proposition. Let m be a restricted subalgebra of g which is defined over
k and is stable under Ad G. Then the variety Gjm of 17.2 admits a canonical
structure ofk-group such that n:G -> Gjm is a k-isogeny. IfG' is a k-group and
s:G -> G' a k-morphism whose differential annihilates m, then there is a unique
k-morphismf:Gjm-> G' such that s = fan.
We keep the previous notation. Since m is stable under Ad G, 17.3(ii)

shows that BK is also the set of invariants of the left convolutions X *(X Em).
Tn view of 17.3(i), it follows then that iOB = B. Let fEB, and write
J1.0 f = .Efj ® hi (fj, hjE Ak ). We may assume the f;'s (resp. h;'s) to be linearly
independent over k. For X Eg, we have

f*X=.Ef;,Xh;, X*f=.EXf;,h i .

If X Em, both left hand sides are zero. Consequently Xfi = Xh; = 0 for all i,
which shows that J1.0Be B® B. Thus, B, endowed with J1., t, e, satisfies all
conditions of 1.5 for the coordinate ring over k of an affine k-group. This
yields a group structure on Gjm. Since it is compatible with the inclusion
BeAk' the map n of 17.2 is a k-isogeny. This proves the first assertion of
17.4. The second one follows from 17.2(ii).

17.5 Examples. (1) If m = g, then k(Gjm) = Ar The Frobenius isogeny of
16.1 may be viewed as the k-isogeny n of G onto Gjg.
(2) Let p = 2 and G = SL2 . Then g = 512 is the Lie algebra of 2 x 2 matrices
with trace zero. It contains the one-dimensional space m of multiples of the
identity, which is a restricted ideal, normalized (in fact centralized) by SL2 •
Tt can be seen easily that Gjm = PGL2 . The morphism n:G -> Gjm is realized
by the natural action of G on PI (see 10.8). Then Tm drr = n is a two
dimensional ideal of L(Gjm), stable under p-power operation and Ad(Gjm).
It can be checked that PGL2 jn ~ SL2 and that the composition of the
projections G->Gjm->(Gjm)jn is the Frobenius isogeny of G.
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17.6 A character of GL I is of the form x ....... x m (mEZ). Its differential IS
X ....... m' X. Let now T be a torus. From this remark, it follows that
L(T);;;X*(T)@k, L(T)*;;;X(T)@k. In particular, aEX(T) has a zero
differential if and only if aEp' X(T).

17.7 Lemma. Let G be connected. Assume all semi-simple elements of 9 are
central. Then the set of semi-simple elements of 9 is a subspace defined over
k, and is the Lie algebra of any maximal torus of G.
Let T be a maximal torus of G. Let X Eg be semi-simple. It is tangent to

a torus (11.8), say S, and by 11.3, there exists gEG such that g' S'9 - leT By
assumption, X is central in g, and therefore also in G (9.1). Hence Ad g(X) = X,
and X Et. But t consists of semi-simple elements (8.2, Cor.), hence t is the set
of all semi-simple elements of g. There exists a power q = pS of p such that
the s-th iterate [q] of [p] annihilates all nilpotent elements of 9 (if G c GLn,

s = n will do). If X = X s + X n is the Jordan decomposition of X Eg, we have
then X[q] = x~q], which shows that [q] maps 9 into t. Since [q] is bijective
on t, as follows from 3.3(2), t is in fact the image of [q]. But [q] is a
k-morphism of varieties (if G c GLm Xlqj is the matrix product of q copies
of X, see 3.1), hence t = Im[q] is defined over k.

17.8 Proposition. Let G be connected, not nilpotent, and assume that every
semi-simple element of 9 is central. Let T be a maximal torus ofG. Then there
exists a k-group G', such that not all semi-simple elements of g' are central,
and a purely inseparable k-isogeny n:G -'> G' such that ker dn = t and 1m dn is
a supplementary subspace in g' to the Lie algebra of any maximal torus.
Let <P = <P(T, G) be the set of roots of G with respect to T (8.17). Since G

is not nilpotent, T is not central in G (11.5) and <P is not empty (9.2, COL).
Let c be the greatest positive integer such that <P c pcX(T). In view of (17.6),
t is central in 9 if and only if c ~ 1. By 17.7 and the assumption, we have
then c ~ I. The proof is carried out by descending induction on c.
By 9.1 all elements of t are centralized by G. Of course, t is restricted and

invariant under Ad G, hence we may apply 17.4, which yields a k-group
G1=Gjt and a k-isogeny n\:G-,>G I such that kerdnl=t. Let T be a
maximal torus of G I' By (11.4), dim T = dim T. By (17.7), dn I annihilates all
semi-simple elements of g, hence (4.4), dn I (g) consists of nilpotent elements.
If T is a maximal torus of G I , we have then dnl(g)nL(T) = {O}, hence
(1) L(Gd = dn l (g) ~ L(T),

for dimensional reasons. Let now T = n I (T). Since dn 1 annihilates t, it follows
from 17.6 that the induced homomorphism ni: X(T') -'> X(T) maps X(T)
into po X(T). On the other hand, dn l is injective on the sum of the root
spaces g. (CXE<P). It follows then from equivariance and (1) that ni induces
a bijection of <P(T,G 1 ) onto $. Since niX(T)cp'X(T), this shows that if
d is the greatest integer such that <P(T, G j ) C pdX(T), then d < c. If d = 0,
then we take G j = G', n l = n'. Unot, by induction, we choose G' and nz which
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verify our conditions with respect to Gl' It is then clear that (G', n' = n 2 0 n 1)
satisfy our requirements.

17.9 Proposition. Let f: G -4 G' be a surjective k-morphism whose kernel N is
defined over k. Then there exist a sequence ofk-groups Go = G, Gl' ... , Gm = G'
and a factorization f = fmo ... ° fo off where G I = G/N, j~ is the quotient
morphism G-4G/N, fi:Gi-4Gi+1 is a quotient k-isogeny of height one
(i= 1, ... ,m-l) andfm:Gm-4G' is a k-isomorphism.

Proof. By the universal property of quotient morphisms (6.3) we have a
factorization f = hi 0 fo' where hi:G I -> G' is a k-morphism, necessarily
bijective, purely inseparable. If it is an isomorphism (as is the case in
characteristic zero), we are done. Assume p # O. There exists sEIN such that
k[GI]!'"' c h~(k[G']). To factor hi we argue by induction on the smallest such
s. If s = 1, then we are in the situation of 17.4 and G' = GJim I' where m 1 is
the subalgebra of 91 which annihilates h~ (k[G']), noting that m I is
AdG1-stable and restricted. Then hi =f2ofl' where f1:Gl-4G1/ml is the
quotient morphism and 12 a k-isomorphism. Assume now that s> 1. Let A
be the subalgebra of k[G 1] generated by k[GI]P and h~(k[G']). Every
derivation XE91 is zero on k[G 1Y but no X #0 is zero on k[G 1], therefore
if A = k[GI]' then h~(k[G'])= k[G 1] and hi is a k-isomorphism. If not, let
m l be the subalgebra of 91 which annihilates A. Again, it is restricted and
stable under Ad G1 . We can form the k-group G2 = Gdm l and, by 17.4, have,
over k, a factorization hi = h2° f1' where 11 is the quotient morphism
Gl -4G1 /m1 and h2 :G2 ->G' is a purely inseparable k-morphism. By
construction, A = k[G 2 ] and

n(k[G2]P'- I
) =Ar 1 = h~(k[G,]r ')-k[G 1Y

s
c h~(k[G']).

Thus f~(k[G2Y-')cn(h;(k[G']))and therefore

k[G2]r 1 c h;(k[G'])

so that we can apply the induction assumption to h2 •

Bibliographical Note

As was already mentioned, 17.2, 17.4 are contained in much more general
results of [14]. 17.3 was first proved by Serre (Am. J.M. 80 (1958), 715-739),
and Barsotti. See also P. Cartier (Bull. S.M. France 87 (1959),191-220, §7).
17.8 is Prop. 2.2 of [2]. For a slightly more general version, see [3, §5.3].
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§18. Cartan Subgroups Over the Groundfield.
Unirationality. Splitting of Reductive Groups.

v

18.1 Regular elements. Let nil X (X Eg) be the multiplicity of the eigenvalue
zero of adX, and let n(9) be the minimum of nil X, as X ranges through !l
The element X is regular if nil X = n(n), singular otherwise. Clearly,
nil X = nil X s ' hence X is regular if and only if its semi-simple part X s is. If
p ;/= 0, then X is regular if and only if Xlpj is so.
Taking coordinates in nwith respect to a base of n(k), we can write

det(ad X - T) = T"(H)(co(X) + c 1(X)T + ... + cq(X)· P),

where the c;'s are homogeneous polynomials with coefficients in k, and
q = dim n- n(n)· By the definition of n(n), the polynomial Co is not identically
zero. The singular elements are the zeros of Co, hence they form a proper
k-closed algebraic subset of n, and the regular elements form a dense open set.
Let k be infinite. Then there always exists a semi-simple X En(k) which is

regular. In fact, since n(k) is Zariski dense in 9 (k infinite), there exists a
regular X E g(k). Let X = X s + X" be its Jordan decomposi tion (4.4). Then X s

is regular. If k is perfect, then X sE g(k). Let p ;/= 0. There exists a power [q]
of [p] which annihilates X". Then x~qj = Xlqj will do.

18.2 Theorem. Let G be connected.

(i) G contains a maximal torus and a Cartan subgroup defined over k.
(ii) If G is reductive or k is pe/1ect, G is unirational over k and its center

<'(jG is defined over k.

(i) A Cartan subgroup is the centralizer of a maximal torus T, and is
defined over k if T is (9.2, Cor.). It suffices therefore to show the existence
of a maximal torus defined over k. If G is nilpotent, see 10.6(3). If k is finite,
see 16.6. In the general case, we shall use induction on dim G.
Let now k be infinite, and G be not nilpotent.
Let T be a maximal torus of G. Since G is not nilpotent, T is not central

(11.5). If p = 0, then a non-zero character of T has a non-zero differential,
therefore t is not central in g, and 9 has non-central semi-simple elements.
We now let G' and n: G -> G' be as in 17.8 if all semi-simple elements of 9
are central (and hence p;/= 0), and G' = G, n = Id. otherwise. By (18.1), g'(k)
contains a regular semi-simple element Y. By construction, n(g') i= dim g',
hence 3(Y);/= g'. We let G operate on g' via Adon and, for ZEg', denote by
Gz the stability group of Z in G. Clearly, n(Gz ) =:!lc(Z). In particular, by
(9.1), dim Gy = dim 3H'( y) i= dim g' hence Gy ;/= G. We claim that Gy is defined
over k. This is clear if k is perfect, or, by 9.1, if n is the identity. In the
remaining case, it suffices to show that the orbit map f:?]f-> 1]( Y) = Ad 7[(1])( y)
is separable (6.7). This amounts to proving that dIe is surjective. By 3.16(b)
and 9.\, the tangent space at Y to the orbit Ad G'( Y) = G· Y is Y+ [Y. g'l



V.l8 Cartan Subgroups Over the Groundfield 219

On the other hand, by 3.16:

dfe(X) = Y + [dn(X), Y], (X E~).

By (17.8), dn(g) is supplementary in g' to the Lie algebra of any maximal
torus. We know Y is in the Lie algebra of a maximal torus (see 11.8). Since
the latter commutes with Y, we get [Y,dn(g)] = [Y,g'], which proves our
contention.
Since Y is tangent to a maximal torus, :!l'G'( Y) contains a maximal torus

of G', and therefore G~ contains a maximal torus of G. By conjugacy, all
maximal tori of G~ are maximal tori of G. By induction assumption, one of
them is defined over k, whence (i).
(ii) Recall first (AG, 17.3) that an irreducible k-variety V is unirational over

k if its function field k( V) is contained in a purely transcendental extension
of k. If (V;) (1 ~ i ~ m) are unirational over k, and f: VI x ... X Vm --+ V is a
dominant k-morphism, then, clearly, V is unirational over k.
Let k be perfect. Then the unipotent radical ~u(G) of G and its center,

which are always k-c1osed, are defined over k. The group !A'uG splits over k
(15.4), hence is a rational variety over k (15.8). Moreover, also by (15.8), G
is birationally k-isomorphic, as a variety, to Gj.~u(G) x ~u(G). This reduces
the proof of unirationality to the case where G is reductive.
From now on, G is reductive. If G is a torus, see (8.13)(2). We now consider

the case where k is infinite, and prove unirationality by induction on dim G.
We keep the notation of the proof of (i) and let H be the group generated
by the groups G~, as Y ranges through the regular semi-simple elements of
g'(k). We claim that H = G.
Assume this is not the case. Then 1)' = L(n(H)) is a proper subalgebra

of g'. Since k is assumed to be infinite, there exists ZEg'(k) which is regular,
and not contained in f( Let Z = Zs + Zn be its Jordan decomposition. For
some iterate [q] of [p], we have z~qJ = Zlql, and the element U = z~qJ is
regular, semi-simple, rational over k. It commutes with Z (since Zs does, and
Z~ql = Z~ in a matrix realization of G'), hence 3n'(U) ¢ f( But (9.1) 3n'(U) is
the Lie algebra of :!l'dUj" = n(Gu). As a consequence, Gu ¢ H, a
contradiction. Thus H = G. There exists then in the set of G~~'s finitely many
groups HI"'" H t such that the product map HI X ... x H t -> G is surjective.
The groups Hi are "# G, defined over k by (i), and reductive since their images
under the isogeny IT are so by 13.19. By induction, they are unirational over
k, hence so is G.
Let now k be finite. Then (16.6) it has a Borel subgroup B defined over k,

and the latter contains a maximal torus T defined over k. Since k is perfect,
the unique Borel subgroup B- opposite to B and containing T is also defined
over k, and the unipotent radicals U, U - of Band B - are defined over k.
By (10.6), B is k-isomorphic to the semi-direct product T· V. By (14.14), G,
as a variety, is then birationally k-isomorphic to U- x Tx U. By (15.5), U,
U - split over k, hence 15.8 are rational varieties over k. Since Tis unirational
over k (8.13)(2), G is unirational over k.
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The center (fj of G is contained in any maximal torus T of G. By (i) there
is one which is defined over k. Therefore (fjG is defined over ks' (8.2, Cor. and
8.11). Since it is k-closed, it is defined over k.

Remark. It can be shown that any connected k-group is generated by its
Cartan subgroups defined over k: for finite k, see [3: 2.9]. For infinite k, this
follows from the fact that the variety of Cartan subgroups of G is rational
over k, due to Grothendieck (over arbitrary fields) ([15], Exp. XIV, Th. 6.1,
p. 39; this is also proved in [3], 7.9, 7.10). As a consequence G is unirational
over k if its Cartan subgroups are; this includes both cases of (ii).

]8.3 Corollary. Let G he connected, k infinite. If either k is perfect, or G is
reductive, G(k) is Zariski-dense in G.
This follows from unirationality. We note that Rosenlicht has given an

example of a one-dimensional unipotent k-group over an infinite k, in which
G(k) is finite [26, p. 46].

18.4 Corollary. Let G be connected, solvable. Then G splits over an algebraic
extension of k.
By (18.2), G has a maximal torus T defined over k. Its unipotent radical

is k-closed, hence splits over a finite purely inseparable extension of k, in
view of 15.5. Since T splits over a finite (separable) extension of k (8.11), the
corollary follows.

18.5 Lemma. Let I) be the Lie algebra of a closed subgroup H of G. Assume
that I) is defined over k and I) = n9(1)). Then A'G(I)) is defined over k, the group
H is offinite index in % G(I)), defined over a.finite separable extension of k, and
H O is defined over k.
Let N = ,Id!)). Then N contains H, and L(N) contains !) and normalizes

I). Thus L(N) = I), dim N = dim H. Since N::::J H, this proves that H O = N° and
H has finite index in N. Assume N to be defined over k. Then so is H O = N°
(see 1.2(b)), and H is defined over ks by AG.12.3. There remains to show that
N is defined over k.
Let d = dim I), E = ;1dg and n = ;1dAd the natural representation of G in

E. Let D be the line representing I). It follows from the assumptions and the
lemma in 5.1 that N is the stability group of D, and L(N) is the stability
algebra of D. Let f:gt--->g'D be the orbit map in the associated projective
space ~(E). Since nand D are defined over k, the map I is defined over k.
The kernel of dj~ is the Lie algebra of the stability group of D, hence f is
separable (see proof of 6.8). Consequently N is defined over k (6.7).

18.6 Split reductive groups. Let G be reductive, connected, T a maximal torus
of G, and <P = <P(T, G) the set of roots of G with respect to T. For each IXE <P
there exists a connected unipotent subgroup U a of G, normalized by T, and
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an isomorphism (Ja: Ga --+ Va such that

(1)

The group Va is the unique one-dimensional subgroup normalized by T
satisfying this condition (see 13.18). The group G is said to split over k, or
to be k-split, if we can choose a T split over k (8.2) and isomorphisms (Ja
defined over k.
Note that if (J' is an isomorphism of Ga onto Va' then f= (Ja- I o(J' is an

automorphism of Ga , hence there exists cEK* such that !(x) = c· x (xEK).
Then (J' also sa tisfies (I).

18.7 Theorem. Let G be connected, reductive. Then G splits over k If it has a
maximal torus which splits over k.
Let T be a maximal torus which splits over k. Let Va (GtE (/) be the unipotent

one-parameter subgroup normalized by T. [n view of the end remark of 18.6
it suffices to show that each Va is k-isomorphic to Ga.
Let GtE (/)(T, G) and Ta = (ker Gt)o. The group Ta is defined over k (8.4), hence

so is Ga = fZ'(Ta) (9.2, COL). The group Ga is reductive, generated by T, Va'
V _~, and T· V~, T· V _~ are the Borel subgroups of G~ containing T (see 13.18).
This reduces us to the case where G has semi-simple rank equal to one. We
shall prove first that Va' V -a are defined over k. Since they are the derived
groups of T· Va and T- V -a' it suffices to show that the two Borel subgroups
B = T· Va and B- = T· V -a containing T are defined over k. We have

g=tEBgaEBg- a b=tEBga, b-=tEBg-a·

The group Tis k-split, hence Gt is defined over k, and ga' g-a are defined
over k (5.2). Thus band b- are defined over k. Since Band B- are the
normalizers of band b- (14.2, Cor. 2) they are k-closed. This finishes the
proof when k is perfect. Let now k be infinite, of non-zero characteristic.
Assume first that t is not central in g, which amounts to supposing that
drx i= O. We have then

[t, ga] = ga [t, g-a] = g-a'

which implies that b (rest. b-) is its own normalizer in g. Then, Band B­
are defined over k by 18.5.

If now t is central in g, we let G' and n: G --+ G' be as in i 7.8. The group
T = n(T) is a maximal torus of G' and is k-split (11.14, 8.4). The groups
B'=n(B) and B'- =n(B-) are the two Borel subgroups of G' (11.14)
containing T. By the previous proof, they are defined over k. Let 0': G' --+ G'/ B'
be the canonical projection, and r = 0' 0 n. It follows from the equality
ker dn = t that dn maps 9-a injectively onto a supplement of L(B') in 9'.
Therefore r is separable, and (6.7) B = r -1(B') is also defined over k. Similarly,
B- is defined over k.
We now know that Va and V _a are defined over k. Since dn is injective

on ga and g-a' the map n is a k-isomorphism of Va (resp. V -a) onto its
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image. It suffices then to prove that the latter is k-isomorphic to GlI , which
reduces us to the case where t is not central in g. If k is perfect, our assertion
has already been proved (10.9, Remark). Let now k be infinite. We may then
find HEt(k) such that da(H) =1'0. We have then 3(H)=t, hence (9.1)
~G(H)O = T. Using 10.6, we get then ~.u(H) = T. In particular, the map
f:uI--+Adu(H)-H of V. into 9 is injective. Let X be a non-zero element of
g.(k). Since BIV. is commutative, we can write

Ad u(H) = H + c(u)' X, (UEV.),

where c: Ul--+ c(u) is clearly an injective k-morphism of V. into G lI • It is then
bijective. By (3.9)(2), dc(X) = - [H, X] = - a(H)' X =I' O. Hence c is separable,
and yields the desired k-isomorphism of V. onto GlI • The argument is the
same for V _.' which ends the proof.

18.8 Corollary. Let G be connected, reductive. Then G splits over a finite
separable extension of k.

G has a maximal torus T defined over k (18.2). The latter splits over a
finite separable extension k' of k (8.11). G splits over k' by the theorem.

Bibliographical Note

In characteristic zero, 18.2 is due to Chevalley: 18.2(i) is proved in [12b] and
18.2(ii) in J.M.S. Japan 6 (1954),303-324. It has been established by Rosenlicht
[26] over infinite perfect fields, and by Grothendieck ([15], Exp. XIV) in
general. The proof given here is taken from [2]. The paper of Chevalley
quoted above also contains a result (Proposition 3) which appears to be
essentially equivalent to the rationality over k of the variety of Cartan
subgroups of G, when k is of characteristic zero (see remark to 18.2 for
references to the general case of this theorem).
18.7 is due to Cartier (unpublished). More general results can be found in

[15, Exp. XXll]. Here, we have followed [3].

§19. Cartan Subgroups of Solvable Groups
In this section, G is a connected solvable group defined ova k.

We prove here some refinements of the conjugacy theorems already
established. The first lemma is a sharpening of (*) in the proof of 10.6(4),
but note that 10.6(4) is used in its proof.

19.1 Lemma. Let T be a maximal torus of G defined over /e Then every
semi-simple element ofG(k) is conjugate by an element of '?fCCG(k) to an element
of T(k).

Proof. We use induction on dim G. If G is nilpotent, then T contains all



V.19 Cartan Subgroups of Solvable Groups 223

semi-simple elements of G (10.6(3» and there is nothing to prove. So assume
G not nilpotent, i.e. CfjooG # {1}, and let n:G ----> G' = G/CfjooG be the canonical
projection. The torus T = n(T) is maximal in G', and also defined over k.
Let gEG(k) be semi-simple. Since G' is nilpotent, n(g)E T, as already pointed

out. The map n induces a bijective map of Tonto T and dn also induces a
bijection of L(T) onto L(T), since TnCfjooG = {I} and L(T)nL(CfjocG) = {OJ.
There exists then a unique tET(k) such that n(t) = n(g). We want to show
that y is conjugate to I under «; OO(G)(k).
There exists a unique element UE(t'OC G(k) such that g = u· t. On the other

hand, by 10.6, we can find vECfjooG(k) such that (Vg)-t ET. We have then
necessarily vg-I =t- l , since n is bijective on T. Then g'v'g- I

'V-
1 =u, i.e.

UECg(Cfjoc G). It follows from 9.3 that there exists wECfjooG(k) such that
(g, w) = u.We have then w-g-I'W- 1 = g-I·U = t- I,whence also w'g'w- 1 = t.

19.2 Theorem. Any two Carlan subgroups (resp. maximal tori) defined over
k of G are conjugate under an element of CfjOO G(k).

Proof. Let T, T be two maximal tori defined over k and C, C their
centralizers. Then C and Care Cartan subgroups defined over k. Conversely,
if D is a Cartan subgroup defined over k, then its unique maximal torus is
defined over k, maximal in G, and D is its centralizer. Therefore it suffices
to prove either that C and C or that T and T are conjugate under CfjocG(k).
We distinguish two cases:
(i) k is illfinite. Then T contains an element [ such that .:iG(t) = 5etT) = T
(8.18). By 19.1, there exists gEC<X'G(k) such that gtET, hence such that
gc :::J !!);G(T) = C. But then gc = C.
(ii) k is finite, Let

v = {xEGlx'c-X-I = C}.

It is an algebraic set (1.7), which is k-closed, hence defined over k (since k
is perfect) and non-empty, since C and C are conjugate under CfjocG (10.6). It
is a homogeneous space under the group H = %G(T)nCfjooG. But
% G(T) = !!);G(T) = C (10.6, 12.1). Moreover, H is connected by 9.3 and defined
over k by the Corollary to 9.2, therefore V(k) is not empty (16.5).

19.3 Corollary. Let T be a maximal torus of G defined over k, S a torus of
G defined over k and L c G(k) a subgroup consisting of semisimple elements.
Then Sand L are conju{fate to subqroups of T under (t'<X'G(le).

Proof. The centralizer !!);G(L) of L is defined over k (9.2, Cor.) and L is
contained in a torus (10.6(5», hence in a maximal one. Therefore the maximal
tori of!!);G(L) are maximal in G and all contain L (by conjugacy of maximal
tori in !!);G(L»; one of them is defined over k (18.2). Similarly S is contained
in a maximal torus defined over k. We then apply the theorem.
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Bibliographical Note

v

Theorem 19.2 is due to M. Rosenlicht [28]. The proof given here is essentially
the one of [4: §11].

§20. Isotropic Reductive Groups
In this section, G is a connected reductive k-group, and T the Galois group

of ks over k.

20.1 Definition. The group G is isotropic over k if it contains a non-trivial
k-split subtorus and is anisotropic over k otherwise.
We shall be interested in the case where G is not commutative and f0G is

isotropic over k and shall prove analogues of the structure theorems of §14
for the k-rational points of G.

20.2 Let T be a maximal torus of G and f/J = f/J(T, G) the set of roots of G
with respect to T It is a reduced root system (14.8). For etE f/J, the eigenspace

9~ = {XE9IAdt(X) = t··X(tET)}

is one-dimensional. It is the Lie algebra of a unique one-dimensional
unipotent subgroup Ua normalized by T (13.18(4)).

20.3 Lemma. Let T be a maximal torus defined over k of G and H a closed
connected subgroup normalized by T Then the follOWing three conditions are
equivalent: (i) H is defined over k; (ii) H is k-closed; (iii) (H n T)" is k-closed
and f/J(T, H) is r -invariant.

Proof. The implications (i) =>(ii) =>(iii) are clear. There remains to prove that
(iii) => (i). Assume (iii). The group T splits over ks (8.1 I) and the U~ are defined
over ks (18.8); so is Tn H (8.4 Cor.). The groups Ua(k.) (etE cP(T, H» are
permuted by rand (T n H)(ks) is r -invariant. Since the groups (T n H)O(ks )

and Uiks) (IXEf/J(T,H» generate a dense subgroup of H, (i) follows from AG,
14.4.

20.4 Proposition. Let S be a k-split subtorus of G. Then .?l'(S) is the Levi
subgroup of a parabolic k-subgroup of G.

Proof. Let T be a maximal torus of G defined over k and containing S (which
exists by 9.2, Cor. and 18.2) and f/J = dJ(T, G). Fix a non-zero element },EX*(S)
which is "regular" in the sense that any root which restricts non-trivially on
S is not zero on i... Since dJ is finite, A obviously exists. Let

(1)

Then

(2)

'P = {etE dJ I(etJ) > O}.

f/J = dJ(T, ~(S)) U 'PU(- 'P).
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'1' belongs to (/> + for a suitable ordering; it is closed and moreover, in the
notation of 14.5, we have

(3) (a, '1') c '1' if aE(/>(T, fl'(S)).

By 13.20, fl'(S) is generated by T and the Ua(aE (/>(T, fl'(S))). It follows then
from (3) and 14.5 that the Up (f3E'1') directly span a unipotent subgroup
U'I' normalized by .:?l(S). Since ). is defined over k, '1' is invariant under T,
hence U'I' is defined over k (20.3). In view of (2), Q= fl'(S)' UIf' is a parabolic
k-subgroup, with Levi subgroup fl'(S) and unipotent radical U'I" which proves
the proposition. Note that

(4) (/> (T, Q) = {aE (/> I<a,).>~ O}.

20.5 Proposition. Let P be a parabolic subgroup of G defined over k. Then
~P and ~uP are defined over k. The Levi k-subgroups P are the centralizers
of the maximal tori defined over k of !liP. Any two are conjugate hy a unique
element of~uP(k). Given a Levi k-subgroup LofP, the unique parabolic subgroup
P- opposite to P and containing L (see 14.21) is defined over k. The natural
map G(k)-+(G/P)(k) is surjective.

Proof. The maximal tori of P are maximal in G. One of them, say T, is
defined over k (18.2). Since .t?lP and '~uP are k-closed and normalized by T,
they are defined over k by 20.3. By 14.19, the Levi subgroups of Pare
the centralizers fl' G(S) of the maximal tori of ~P. In view of 9.3, 6.12, 2004
the group fl'G(S) is defined over k if and only if S is. The conjugacy
assertion then follows from 19.2. Extending the groundfield to k" we write
P = fl' G(Toh1fuP as in 14.1, where everything is defined over ks' The sets of
roots (/>(T, fl'dTo)) and <l>(8)+ = <l>(T, ~uP) are defined over k, (20.3), hence
so is - <l>(8)+ = <t\T,~uP-). Thus P- is defined over ks and P-(ks) is stable
under T, hence P - is defined over k.
Let n:G -+ G/P. If k is finite, it is surjective on rational points (16.5) (recall

that P is connected). Let now k be infinite. n induces an isomorphism of
~uP- onto a k-open subset U of G/P, therefore n:~.P-(k)-+U(k) is
surjective. Then for any gEG(k) the image of G(k) will contain g' U(k). The
union of the g' U (gEG(k)) is a dense open set which is invariant under G(k),
whose k-rational points are contained in the image of G(k). Its (closed)
complement F is also G(k)-invariant. But G(k) is Zariski dense in G (18.3),
therefore F is G-invariant. Being proper, it must be empty.

20.6 Proposition. Let P be a proper parabolic k-subgroup of G, L a Levi
k-subgroup of P and S the identity component of the center of L. Then:
(i) L = fl'(Sd);
(ii) G concains a propel' parabolic k-subgroup if and only if it contains a

non-central k-split torus;
(iii) the group P is minimal ifand only ifSd is a maximal k-splil torus ofG;
(iv) if P is minimal, %(S) n P = 2"(S).
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Proof. Fix a maximal torus T of L defined over k. With respect to T, we use
the notation and conventions of 14.17. Thus

P = Pe, L = ,;Z'(Te), RIIP = U (/)(e) + ,

for some proper set & of simple roots. The Galois group T of ks/k operates
on X(Te/Z), where Z = (~G)", and leaves the set of restrictions aof elements
of <P(B)+ stable. Those are linear combinations with positive integral
coefficients of elements in e', where e' = ,1- 8, (cr. 14.17), which are linearly
independent. Therefore it permutes the elements of 8'. There exists
AEX *(To/Z) on which the aEfi' take the same strictly positive integral value.
It is therefore fixed under T, hence defined over k. Therefore (TO/Z)d =I- {I}
and Te.d is not contained in Z (8.15). Moreover

[0] = {liE<P(T, G)I <a,).) = O}.

Therefore there exists a one-dimensional k-split torus S' in To such that
.?l(S') = L. A fortiori, L = .?l(Sd) and (i) is proved.
(ii) We have just seen that if G has a proper parabolic k-subgroup, then

it contains a non-central k-split subtorus. Assume conversely S is such a
torus. Let A be a non-zero element of X *(S). Fix a maximal torus T defined
over k in .?lG(S) containing S. This exists by (18.2) since ,;Z'G(S) is defined
over k (9.3). Fix an ordering on <P(T, G) such that liE <P + implies <(x, A) ~ 0
and let l/J={(xE<PI<(X,;.)~O}. Then l/J is a closed set of roots containing
<P ~. There exists therefore a uniq ue 0 c ,1 such that l/J = [8] u <P (G) +
[9: VI, 1.7]. The corresponding parabolic subgroup Po is at first defined
over ks. But l/J is invariant under T, hence Pe is defined over k
(20.3). It is proper since S is not central. This concludes the proof of (ii).
(iii) We have again P = L'~IIP, with L = .?l(Sd)' Assume Sd is not maximal

among k-split tori and let S' a k-split torus properly containing S. Note that
the projection L -+ r; = L/Sd maps S onto the center of r;. The latter is
therefore anisotropic over k and S'/Sd is a non-central k-split torus of r;. By
(ii), r; contains a proper parabolic k-subgroup Q'. Then the inverse image Q
of Q' in L is a proper parabolic k-subgroup of L. But then Q. ~IIP is a proper
closed k-subgroup of P containing a Borel subgroup, hence is parabolic and
P is not minimal. Assume now P is not minimal and let Q be a parabolic
k-subgroup of G properly contained in P. It contains necessarily ~IIP and
Q/~IIP is a proper parabolic k-subgroup of P/~f~ L. It follows from (ii)
that L contains a non-central k-split torus S'. Then, S'· Sd is a k-split torus
properly containing Sd' and Sd is not maximal.
(iv) Let nEJV(S)nP. We can write n = x· y with xE.:2"(S) and YE~IIP, We

have then YE'~IIPnJV'(S) and, 10.6, applied to S'~IIP, shows that YE.:2"(S).
Therefore nE.?l(S).

20.7 Proposition. Let P and Q be two parabolic k-subgroups of G. Then:

(i) P n Q is defined over k and contains the centralizer of a maximal k-split
torus.
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(ii) If P and Q are minimal, they are opposite if and only if they contain two
opposite Borel subgroups.

Proof. (i) The group P n Q is k-c1osed. To show that it is defined over k, it
suffices therefore to prove it is defined over ks• So assume now k = ks• We
choose a Borel k-subgroup B of P, a maximal k-split torus T e B and use
the setup of 14.16. The group B splits over k, therefore it has a fixed point
x in (G/Q)(k) (15.2). There exists gEG(k) mapping onto x (20.5). Then the
isotropy group ofx is 9Q. It contains B. We have shown therefore the existence
of gEG(k) such that 9Q::> B. By the Bruhat decomposition over k (recall
k = ks)' we can write g = a- I' n -I·b (a, bEB(k), nE%(T)(k)). Of course bP = P.
On the other hand, the relation 9Q::> B gives bQ::> na B = n B, therefore
bQ n bP ::> T and Qn P ::> b - I . T· b. This shows that P n Q contains a maximal
torus of G defined over k. It is then defined over k (20.3).
We now drop the assumption k = k,. To prove the second part of (i), we

may assume P and Q to be minimal among parabolic k-subgroups. We have
seen that P n Q contains a maximal torus of G defined over k. The group
S = T n ~P is a maximal torus of ;:J£P which is defined over k (since it is
defined over ks' as any closed subgroup of T, and is k-c1osed). Therefore .::r(S)
is a Levi k-subgroup of P (20.5), and Set is a maximal k-split torus of G (20.6);
then necessarily L = .::r(Td ). The same argument shows that 2'(Td) is a Levi
k-subgroup of Q. This concludes the proof of (i).
(ii) Assume P and Q are minimal. Then by 20.6 and (i) P n Q contains a
Levi k-subgroup of both P and Q. Therefore P and Q are opposite if and
only if ~uPnt3fuQ = {l}. But this is also a necessary and sufficient condition
for P and Q to contain opposite Borel subgroups (14.21(ii)).

20.8 Lemma. Let P and Q be parabolic subgroups of G. Then the set M(P, Q)
of elements gE G such that 9P and Q contain opposite parabolic subgroups is
a dense open set of the form Q' x· P for some xEG. It contains an element of
G(k) if either k is infinite or P and Q are defined over k.

Proof. Fix a pair of opposite Borel subgroups B, B-. For G, bEG, it is easily
seen that

(1)

Obviously, bQ·x· ap=b·Q·b- 1 ·x·a·P·a- l
• Therefore, in proving the first

assertion, we may replace P and Q by conjugates, and in particular assume
that BeP and B- eQ. Then (I) shows that M(P,Q)::>Q'P, in particular
M(P, Q)::> B-· B, which is open in G (14.21(iii)). Let now xEM(P, Q). The
groups x P and Q contain opposite Borel subgroups C and C -. Since C­
and B- are conjugate in Q, there exists qEQ such that qxP contains a Borel
subgroup qc opposite to B-. But the Borel subgroups opposite to B- are
conjugate under duB - (14.2 I). Therefore we may assume q chosen so that
qxP contains B. Then qxP = P (11.17), qXEP (11.16) and XEQ' P. This proves
the first assertion.
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If k is infinite, then G(k) is Zariski - dense (18.3) and therefore has a
non-empty intersection with M(P, Q). Let now k be finite. Then P and Q
contain Borel subgroups defined over k and any two such subgroups are
conjugate under G(k) (16.6). It suffices therefore to show that G has a pair of
opposite Borel k-subgroups, but this is easy: Let B be a Borel k-subgroup.
It has a maximal torus T defined over k (16.6). Then <1>(T; B) is a set of
positive roots <1> + for a suitable ordering on <1> = <1>(T, G) and is stable under
the Galois group or "-sl"-. Then so is - <1>+ and therefore the Borel subgroup
opposite to B and containing T is defined over k (20.3).

20.9 Theorem.
(i) The minimal parabolic k-subgroups of G are conjugate under G(k).
(ii) The maximal k-splil tori of G are conjugat.e under G(k).
(iii) If P and P' are parabolic k-subgroups conjugate under G(K), then they

are conjugate under G(k).

Proof. (i) If k is finite, then the minimal parabolic k-subgroups are Borel
subgroups defined over k and any two of those are conjugate under G(k)
(16.6). So assume k to be infinite. Let P and Q be minimal parabolic
k-subgroups. The sets M(P, P) and M(Q, P) (notation of 20.7) are open dense,
hence so is their intersection and the latter contains an element gEG(k) (18.3).
Then gP and P on the one hand, gQ and P on the other, contain opposite
Borel subgroups, their unipotent radicals intersect only at the identity (14.21)
and 20.6 implies that !I P and !lQ are opposite to P. They are then conjugate
by an element of duP(k) (20.5).
(ii) Let S, S' be maximal k-split tori. By 20.4, .2'(S) and .:t(S') are Levi

k-subgroups of parabolic k-subgroups P, P'. By 20.6, P and P' are minimal,
and therefore, by (i), conjugate over k. We may therefore assume P = P'.
Then ~(S) and 2'(S') are conjugate by some element gE'~uP(k) (20.5). But S
(resp. S') is the greatest k-split subtorus of the center of Y(S) (resp. 2"(S')),
hence !IS = S'.
(iii) Since P is equal to its normalizer, the group P has a unique fixed point

x on GIQ, which is therefore k-closed. If yEGIQ is fixed under '~uP and gEG
maps onto y, then gQ::.:> ~uP, hence gQ = P by l4.22(iii). Therefore x is the
unique fixed point of ·,J,1uP' But .JJluP splits over ks and has therefore a fixed
point in (G/Q)(k.) (15.2). Thus \' is also rational over k.,. whence xE(GIQ)(k).
By 20.5, we can find hEG(k) projecting on x. Then hQ = P.

Bibliographical Note

Most results of this section are taken from [4].
We have limited ourselves to reductive groups. However, the conjugacy

under G(k) of maximal k-split tori, or of maximal connected k-split solvable
groups, is true in any connected k-group, as was announced in [7]. This is
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very easily deduced from 20.9 if .o/luG is defined over k, but requires new
arguments otherwise.

§21. Relative Root System and Bruhat Decomposition
for Isotropic Reductive Groups

I n this section, G is a connected reductive group defined over k, S a maximal
k-split torus of G and Zd the greatest central k-split torus of G.

21.1. The maximal k-split tori of G are conjugate under G(k) (20.9) and in
particular have the same dimension. The latter is called the k-rank or rank
relative to k of G and will be denoted rk(G). Conjugacy, (together with 8.4,
Cor.) also implies that S' = (S n.QlG)O is a maximal k-split torus of 9JG, and
S=S"Zd' with S'nZd finite. Therefore

(1)

The k-rank of .~G is also called the semisimple k-rank of G. This section has
content only if it is > O.
Let S be a maximal k-split torus of G. We denote by k<1> or k<1>(G) the set

<1>(S, G) of roots of G with respect to S. Its elements are called k-roots or
roots relative to k of G (with respect to S). This set is empty if and only if S
is central, i.e. '?JJG is anisotropic over k. The k-roots are element of X(S), but
they are trivial on Zd' and therefore may also be viewed as elements of X(S')
or X(S/Zd)' In fact, the restriction to S' is an isomorphism from <1>(S, G) onto
<1> (S', UG), as is clear from the definitions.
Similarly, we introduce a Weyl group relative to k, namely the quotient

.V(S)/3L(S), to be denoted kW(S, G), or kW(G) or kW, as the context requires
it. This group operates faithfully on S or S', or their groups of characters or
cocharacters, leaving Zd pointwise fixed. Again the restriction to S' provides
an identification of kW(S, G) with kW(S', '?JJG).
Given a field E of characteristic zero and a finitely generated free Z-module Y,
we let YE = Y®E. The group kW operates in particular on X(Sht, X(S')IR,

71.

X *(Sht or X *(S')IR. Often, we assume these vector spaces to be endowed with
an admissible scalar product (\4.7), i.e. a positive definite scalar product
invariant under k W.

21.2 Theorem. The rank ofk<P(G) is equal to IAQ:G). The group kW(G), viewed
as a group of automorphisms of X *(S)<I) endowed with an admissible scalar
product, is generated by the r£!/lections to the hyperplanes which annihilate a
k-root. Every connected component of ,/l/'(S) meets G(k).

Proof. For rxE k <1>, let Sa be the identity component of kerrx, The rank of k<P
is the codimension of the intersection of the Sa' Since the identity component
of the latter is Zd' our first assertion follows from 21.\ (I),
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We show now that if rl@G) =1= 0, then X(S)(k) =1= .:l"(S)(k). By 20.5 and 20.6,
there exist two opposite parabolic k-subgroups P and Q having .:l"(S) as a
common Levi subgroup. By 20.9, we can find xEG(k) such that xp = Q. The
group x.:l"(S) is a Levi k-subgroup of Q hence (20.5) there exists qEQ(k) such
that qx.:l"(S) = .:l"(S), and therefore qxs = S. Then qXEX(S)(k). But Int qx
transforms '~IIP onto '~IIQ, therefore qx¢.:l"(S).
Next we show that k W contains the reflections to the hyperplanes X *(Sa)R

of X*(Shl. (aEk<P). Let aEk<P and M =.:l"(SJ It is connected (11.12), defined
over k and its Lie algebra is the set of fixed point of S in L(G) (9.2, Cor.),
hence L(M) #- L(.:l"(S» and therefore M #- .:l"(S). The identity component of
the maximal central k-split torus of M, which contains Sa by definition and
belongs to S, is #- S, hence equal to Sa' As a consequence of 21.1, we see that
rk(f2IM) = 1. Therefore, as was already proved, X M(S)(k) contains an element
x not belonging to .:l"(S)(k). The element x induces an orthogonal trans­
formation of X *(S)<Q which is not the identity but fixes pointwise X *(Sa)<Q'
It is therefore the reflection to that hyperplane. It will be denoted by ra.

Let W' be the subgroup of kW generated by the ra (aEk<P). The previous
argument shows that any connected component of AI'(S) in the inverse image
of W' contains an element of G(k). To conclude the proof, there remains to
show that W' = k W.
Since W' is simply transitive on the chambers defined by the hyperplanes

X *(Sa)nl. (see V, §2, Theorem 2 in [9]), it suffices to show that if WE k W leaves
a Weyl chamber C stable, then it is the identity. There exists a point XEC
fixed under w. Let nEX(S) be a representative of w. Let T be a maximal torus
of G defined over k and containing S. Then WT and T are maximal tori in
.:l"(S). We may therefore, after multiplying w by an element of .:l"(S), assume
that w leaves T stable. By 20.4 and its proof, there exists a parabolic
k-subgroup P with Levi subgroup .:l"(S), whose roots with respect to Tare
the aE <P(T, G) such that <a, x) ~ O. By 20.6, P is minimal. Since x is fixed
under wand w leaves <P(T; G) stable, n leaves <P(T, P) stable and therefore
P. But P is equal to its normalizer, hence nEP, i.e. nE.A1(S)nP and, by
20.6(iv), nE.:l"(S).

21.3 Corollary. The group kW, operating via inner automorphisms, is simply
transitive on the set f!J>s of minimal parabolic k-subgroups containing .:l"(S).
Let WEkW, w #- 1. It is represented by an element nEX(S)(k) not contained

in .:l"(S). Therefore np #- P, in view of 20.6(iv) and the fact that P is its own
normalizer. Thus kW operates freely on f!J>s. Let now QEf!J>s. By 20.9, there
exists xEG(k) such that xQ = P. Then XL and L are two Levi k-subgroups of
P and there exists pEP(k) such that p-xL = L (20.5). Thus p' xEJV(S)(k) and
pXQ = P, showing that kW is transitive on f!l>s. Here L = .2'(S).

21.4 Corollary. Let I be an extension of k, and T a maximal I-split torus of
G containing S. Let JV(S, T) = JV(S)nX(T) and /Wk= JV(S; T)j:?Z(T). Then
.At-(S) = .%(S; T)':?Z(S) and kW is the restriction of /Wk to S.
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Let WE kWand nE%(S)(k) a representative. The tori T and nT are maximal
l-split in .fl'(S) hence conjugate under an element of Z(S)(l) (20.9). Therefore
%(S)(k) c %(S, T)' .fl'(S). Since %(S)(k) meets every connected component of
%(S) by the theorem, this proves the first assertion. The second one is just
a reformulation.

21.5 Lemma. Let P be a subset of k$(G) which contains all the rational
multiples of its elements belonging to k$(G). Let WEkW(G) be a product of
reflections ra (aE P) and CEX(S). Then w(c) - c is a linear combination with
integral coefficients of elements in P.

Proof. Let T be a maximal torus containing Sand j: X(T) -> X(S) the
restriction homomorphism. Let '1 = r I( "P) n $(T, G). By 21.4, W = W( T, G)
contains at least one element Wa whose restriction to S is ra (aE k$). Such an
element acts trivially on the hyperplane Va = X .(Sa)]R of X .(S)]R. Therefore
it is a product of reflections rfJ in W, where f3 belongs to the set of roots
which are zero on Va (see V.3.3, Prop. in [9]). For any aE P, these roots all
belong to 1], in view of our assumption on "P. On the other hand j is surjective,
since S is a direct factor of T(8.5, COL). We are now reduced to the case where
S = T, kW = Wand k$ = $(T, G) is a root system (14.8). In this case, we can
use Prop. 27 in VI, 1.10 of [9].

21.6 Theorem. Let S'=(Sn!ZiG)O and assume S'#{l}. Let (,) be an
admissible scalar product on X(S')]R; let aE$(S, G) and YEX(S). Then
2(a, y)/(a, a)EZ. In particular k$(S', !ZiG) is a root system in X(S')]R, whose Weyl
group is kW.

Proof. The restriction X(S) -> X(S') is an isomorphism of k$(S, G) onto
k$(S', !ZiG) and the rank of k$ is equal to the k-rank of !ZiG (21.2). Therefore
k$ generates x(S')]R over lR. On the other hand,

rh) = Y- 2(a, y)'(a, a)-la,

hence 2(a, y)/(a, a)EZ by 21.5. This and 21.2 show that all the conditions for
a root system with Weyl group k W (see VI, 1.1 in [9]) are fulfilled by the
restrictions to S' of the elements of k$.

21.7 Remark. The root system k$ may be reducible and we shall describe
in §22 a decomposition of G as an almost direct product reflecting the
reducibility of k$. If k is not a splitting field for G, it may also happen that
k$ is not reduced (if irreducible, it is then of type BCn in the notation of
[9]). Given aEk$ we let (a) be the set of roots which are positive multiples
of a. Thus (a) consists either of a or of a and 2a. Let also $nd be the set of
non-divisible roots, i.e. of roots a such that al2 is not a root. Then $ is the
disjoint union of the subsets (a), where a runs through $od' For aE k$ we
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denote as usual by n, the corresponding eigenspace in n. We let also

9(a) = EB 9p·
pE(a)

Thus either 9(a) = 9a or 9(a) = 9a EE> 92a' We have

9 = L(2"(S» EE> EB 9a = L(2"(S» EE> EB 9(a)'

iIEkt1J ae<Pnd

If 2a is not a root then 9a is commutative. If 2a is a root, it it usually not a
subalgebra, but 9(a) is a (metabelian) one. This follows from the standard rule
[9a,9p] C9,+ p' As usual, a subset I/! of k <1J is said to be closed if a, /3EI/!,
a + /3E k <1J imply a + /3EI/!. Note that now we have also to allow ex = /3 in
checking this condition. We let l/fnd be the set of !XEl/f which are not divisible
in l/f, i.e. such that r:x/2rtl/!. Thus

I/! = U (a).
iIelj!nd

21.8. Relations between absolute and relative roots. Let T be a maximal torus
of G defined over k and containing Sand j:X(T) -+ X(S) the restriction
homomorphism. By definition, we have

(1)

An ordering on cP and one on kW are said to be compatible if

(2)

Compatible orderings always exist. More precisely, given an ordering on kW,
there is always an ordering on <P compatible with it. Let us give one such
construction. Let T' be a subtorus of T such that T = T'. 5 and T' (\S is
finite (8.5 COL). If C(E W is zero on 5, then it is not zero on T' (since it is
not zero on T), hence it belongs to W(T, 2"(5» and every such root is obtained
in this way. Fix CEX *(S)IR. in the positive Weyl chamber and choose
c' EX *(T')u~ on which no element of W(T, 2"(S» is zero. Then define IXEWto
be positive if either (a,c) > 0 or (IX, c) = 0 and (IX,C') > O.
Let ,1 and kL1 the simple roots for these orderings. Since every element of

a root system is a linear combination of simple roots with integral coefficients
all of the same sign, we see that

(3) kL1Cj(L1)ckL1u{O}.

Let ,10 = {/3EL1lj(P) = OJ. Then W( T, 5(5) = [,1"]. We have

(4) ,1 = ,10 U U (ll(CX) (\ ,1),
·::tEk.1

where, for CXEkW, '1(IX) is the set of roots mapping onto !Y. under j.

21.9 Proposition. (i) Let r:xEkW. There exists a unique closed connected
unipotent k-subgroup V(al normalized by .2t'(S) with Lie algebra 9(a)'

(ii) Let I/! be a closed subset of kW +. There is a unique closed connected
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unipotent k-subgroup V", normalized by ~(S) with Lie algebra the sum of the
9a (rxEljJ). It is directly spanned by the Vta) (a.EljJnd) taken in any order.

Proof. (i) We use the setup and notation of 2\.7 and assume (/) endowed with
an ordering compatible with the given one on k(/)' For rxEkcP the set /1(rx) is
closed, and all its elements have the same sign as rx (in particular, it is special
in the sense of 14.5). Clearly

(5)

By 13.20, 14.5, the V {3 (fJE/1(rx» directly span aT-invariant closed connected
unipotent subgroup V ~(a) with Lie algebra 9(a) and which is uniquely
determined by these properties. Moreover, /1(rx) is invariant under the Galois
group r of kslk, therefore U '/121 is defined over k. This group will be our V(a)' By
13.20, ~(S) is generated by T and the V p (fJE (/)(T, ~(S». It is clear that if
fJE(/)(T, ~(S», YE/1(rx) and ifJ + jyE(/) for some strictly positive integers i, j
then ifJ + jYE/1(rx). It follows then again from 14.5 that V p normalizes V ~(a)'

Therefore ~(S) normalizes VIa) and (i) is proved.
(ii) Let /1(ljJ) be the union of the /1(a.) (a.E ljJnd)' Then, again by 13.20, 14.5
the V p (fJE/1(ljJ» directly span a closed connected unipotent group U~("')

normalized by T, with Lie algebra the sum of the 9(a) (rxEljJnd)' The V p may
be taken in any order, hence V~t"') is directly spanned by the Vta), (rxEljJnd)'
It is therefore defined over k and normalized by ~(S).

21.10 Remarks. (1) The proof shows more precisely that

Vta) = Vt~ta)) V", = Vt~t"'))'

where on the right-hand side we have the groups defined in 14.5 with respect
to absolute roots. This allows one to carry some other results of 14.5 to the
present situation. In particular, assume that (iX, ljJ) c ljJ for some IXE k(/), in the
notation of 14.5. Then, from the definitions, it is clear that (t/(a.), /1(ljJ» c 1'/(ljJ).
Therefore 14.5 implies that

(Utal' U",) C U",.

(2) If (a.) = {a.}, then the sum of two elements in (/1(rx» is not a root, therefore
Uta) is commutative. On the other hand, if 2rx is a root, then Vta) is not
commutative. It is metabelian, though, and it can be shown that its center
is V 2a (see [6:4.10]).
(3) We shall see later that V", is k-isomorphic to an affine space.

21.11. Standard parabolic k-subgroups. We fix a minimal parabolic
k-subgroup P containing ~(S), let P- be the opposite parabolic k-subgroup
containing ~(S), and V (resp. U-) the unipotent radical of P (resp. P-). We
assume k(/) given the ordering such that P is associated to the positive k-roots.
V (resp. V-) is directly spanned by the V(a)(rxEk(/),~) (resp. Uta)(rxE-k(/)~»'
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We extend to the present case some definitions of 14.17. For Ie kLl, we let
[I] be the set of k-roots which are linear combinations of elements in I and set

(1)

(1 )

In the notation of 14.5, we have again

(2) (lJ.'k<P(I)+) c k<P(It if IJ.E[I].

Let SI =(n kerlJ.)o. Then
~E[

[I] = <P(S,.1 (SJ).

It follows from 21.9,21.10 that .1'(S,) is generated by 5(S) and the U(,j
(:XE[I]). It then follows from (2) and 21.10(1) that .1(S[) normalizes U'/'(I)'

Their intersection is reduced to {I} and that of their Lie algebras to zero.
The semi-direct product kP[ = .:?l'(S[)· U '/'(1) is therefore a parabolic
k-subgroup with Levi k-subgroup ~~nS/) and unipotent radical U'l'(/I' If I

is the empty set, we get P back. It is also denoted PI'
Given P, we call standard a parabolic k-subgroup containing P.

21.12 Proposition. The parabolic k-subgroups kP/ (I C kLl) are distinct and are
all the standard paraholic k-subgroups. Any parabolic k-subgroup of G is
conjugate to one and only one kP/, by an element of G which may be chosen
in G(k).

Proof. Let Q be a parabolic k-subgroup, L a Levi k-subgroup of Q and C
the greatest k-split central torus of L. Then L = .::r(C) (see 20.5, 20.6). Let D
be a maximal k-split torus containing C and T a maximal torus of G defined
over k and containing D. Choose i.EX *(C) as in 20.4, i.e. such that (with <P
standing for <P(T, G)),

<P(T,Q) = {ClE<PI<IJ.,i) ~O}

<P(T, L) = {ClE <P I<Cl,}.) = O}
(/)(T..%"Q) = {ClE<P I<IX,).> > O}.

Since k<P = <P(D, G) may be viewed as the set of non-zero restrictions of
elements of <P, we can also write

(/J(D, Q) = {aE k<P I<a,i.> ;;; O},
(2) (/)(D,L) = {:XEk<P I<IJ.,}·> = O},

<P(D,J?"Q) = {aEk<P I<:x,i.> > O}.

By 20.9, there exists gEG(k) such that 9D = S. In view of 21.2,21.3 and the
transitivity of k Won the Weyl chambers, we may also insure that lnt 9 brings
), into the positive Weyl chamber defined by k<P +. Replacing Q by 9Q, we
may assume that Q satisfies those conditions and that D = S. Then
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k(/)(D, Q)::::) k(/) +, hence Q ::::) P. Moreover, a linear combination with non-zero
coefficients of the same sign of elements of kLl vanishes on J. if and only if
each of thosc simple k-roots vanishes on i.. Therefore k(/)(S, L) = [I], where I
is the set of simple k-roots vanishing on i.. As a result L = 2t(S/) and Q= kP/,

The uniqueness of I follows from 11.17.

21.13 Proposition. Let P be a parabolic k-subgroup oI G and L a Levi
k-subgroup of P.
(i) If Q is a parabolic k-subgroup of G, then (Q n P)"~IIP (resp. Ln Q) is a

parabolic k-subgroup of P (resp. L), which is minimal if Q is.
(ii) The parabolic k-subyroups ofG mntained in P are the semi-direct products

oIfJ€lIP by the parabolic k-suhgroups oIL. For two parabolic k-subgroups Q, Q'
of P the following conditions are equivalent: (a) Q and Q' are conjugate under
P; (b) Q and Q' are conjugate under P(k); (c) Q n Land Q' nL are conjugate
under L; (d) Q n Land Q' n L are conjugate under L(k).

Proof. (i) By 14.22, we know that P n Q is connected, (P n Q). 2lI 11 P is parabolic
in P (hence in G) and Qn L is parabolic in L. By 20.7, the group P n Q
contains the centralizer of a maximal k-split torus S' and is defined over k.
Its semi-direct product with .rJ£uP is then also defined over Ie After conjuga­
tion by an element of P(k) we may assume that S' = S (20.9). Since :!l'dS)
contains a maximal torus of G defined over k (18.2), the group P n L is
defined over k by 20.3. This proves the first part of (i). If Q is minimal then
only one of U(o)' Ur-.) (aE[I]) can belong to QnL, whence the minimality
assertion.
(ii) The group (QnP)'2lI I1P is the semidirect product of (QnL) and YluP.

If Q is contained in P, then it contains 2lIuP by 14.22. Therefore two parabolic
k-subgroups of P are conjugate in P if and only if their intersections
with L are conjugate in L. The remaining part of (ii) then follows from 20.5
and 20.9.

21.14. We keep the previous notation. For WE k W, let

(I) k(/)w = {aE k(/) n:lw- 1(a) > O} k(/)~ = {aE k(/) n:/w-1(::x) < O}.

These are closed sets of positive roots, whose disjoint union is k(/)~' to which
we may apply 21.9. Therefore

(2)

Note that

U;,.= U q)

k ""

(3)

More precisely

(4)

as can be seen using 21.9 and 13.20.
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Lemma. Let n,n'E.AI(S) and w the image ofn in kW. The double coset V'n-V
is locally closed in G and the product map defines an isomorphism of varieties
of V~, x {n} x V onw V '/1' V, which is dejilled over k ifIlE.AI(S)(k). The double
cosets V' u· V and V' n'· V are equal if and only if n = n'.

Proof. The set V, n- V is an orbit of V x V acting on G by left and right
translations, hence is open in its closure (1.8), i.e. is locally closed. By (2), (3)
we have

V'n-V = V~'V,;n-V = V~'n-V

therefore the product map ¢: V:" x {/I} X V -> V '/1' V is surjective. Composed
with the left translation by n - 1, it is the restriction to a closed subvariety of
the product map V - x V -+ V-· V. But the latter is an isomorphism since
VnV-={l} and L(V)nL(V-)={O}. The group V being defined over k,
the map is defined over k if nE.AI(S)(k). This proves the first assertion.
Assume now that V' n- V = V '11'· V. We want to prove that n = 11', i.e. that

NnV'/I'V=[Il) or, equivalently by the above, Nn V:"-/I' V = [II) where
N = .AIG(S), In view of (3) it suffices to show that N n V -. V = {I}. Let
n = V'U(UEV, VEV-). For any SES, we have clearly

(v-1'"s'V'"S-I)-("S'S-1)'(S'u'S-1'U- 1)= I.

The three factors defined by the brackets belong respectively to V -, Sand
V respectively, hence are equal to one (see 14.21). Therefore u, VE~(S), whence
U = v = 1 and n = 1.

2J.l5 Theorem. Let N = .%(S) and P, V be as above. Theil G(k) =
V(k)' N(k)' V(k) and is the disjoint union of the classes P(k)' w· P(k) (WE k W).
The system k~ = (G(k), P(k), N(k), R), where R is the set of reflections r. to
the simple k-roots, is a Tits system.

Proof. Let gEG(k). By 20.7, the group Pngp contains the centralizer of a
maximal k-split torus S'. The groups ~(S) and ~(S') are both Levi
k-subgroups of P, hence are conjugate by an element of V(k) (20.5). There
exists therefore XEP(k) such that X'gP ::::l ~(S). Then, by 21.3, we can find
nE N(k) such that "'X'gP = P. Since P is its own normalizer (11.16), we get
/l' x'gEP(k) and therefore gEP(k)' N(k) V(k). But P(k) = V(k) '1(S)(k) and
,qz'(S)(k) c N(k), so that gE V(k)' N(k)' V(k), as claimed. This also implies that
G(k) is the union of the classes P(k)' w·P(k) (WE k W). We have to show that they
are distinct. Assume w'EP(k)'W'P(k) and let n, n' be representatives in N(k)
of wand w'. There exist then u, VEV(k) and a, bE,qz'(S)(k) such that
11' = u'a'l1'b'v, whence n' = a·n·b by 21.14, and w' = W by definition.
There remains to prove the last assertion. We have N(k)n P(k) = ,qz'(S)(k)

by 20.6, hence T = N(k) n P(k) is normal in N(k) and N(k)/T = k W, therefore
(k W, R) is a Coxeter system.
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In view of the definition of a Tits system (see (14.15)), where our G(k), P(k),
N(k) and Rare G, B, N, S there, it remains to check:
For rER and WE k W, we have

(1)

(2)

r' P(k){w, r' w}· P(k) = P(k){w, r'w}' P(k),

r' P(k)' r of. P(k).

Let exEkL1 be the k-root such that r = ra' Replacing Wby r'Wif necessary,
we may assume that w-I(ex) > O. We have .:2"(Sa)n V = V(a) and the roots of
S in the unipotent radical of kP{a)' to be denoted V in this proof, are all
positive k-roots but those in (ex). Therefore V = V(a)· V and we have

r' P(k)' {w, r' w}P(k) = .:2"(S)(k)· r' V(k)' {w, r' w}· P(k)

= ::l'(S)(k)' V(k)r' V (a)(k){ w, r' w}· P(k)

r' P(k)· {w, r' w}· P(k) c P(k);z'(Sa)(k)' w· P(k).

By our first assertion, applied to ;z'(Sa):

;z'(Sa)(k) = .,1 (S)(k)' V(a){ I, r}· V (a,(k),

hence
r' P(k)' {w, r' w}· P(k) c P(k)' {I, r} V(a)(k)' w· P(k).

Since w- 1(ex) > 0, we have w- I . V(alk)w c P(k), and we get

r' P(k)' {w, r'w}' P(k) c P(k){w, r' w}P(k).

Ifwe multiply both sides by r, we get the opposite inclusion, and (1) is proved.
The group r' V' r contains V( _a)' hence is of. V and (2) follows.

21.16. By the general theory, the standard parabolic subgroups of the Tits
system kf/ are the groups P(khWJ' P(k). 1 c R. If we identify kL1 and R in
the obvious way (exf--+ra), and use the theorem, we see that P(khWJ' P(k) =
kPik) in the notation of 21.11. Therefore, Qf--+Q(k) is a bijective
correspondence between the parabolic k-subgroups of G and the parabolic
subgroups of kf/. In particular, a parabolic k-subgroup is completely
determined by its k-rational points.
We shall denote p. w·P by C(w) or kC(W) ifit appears necessary to emphasize

k. If nE.AI(S)(k) represents w, then C(w) is k-isomorphic to V~'n'P hence

(I) C(w)(k) = V~(k)' no P(k) = P(k)' no P(k).

C(w)(k) is the C(w) = BwB of the general theory of Tits systems. An easy
induction starting from 21.15 (see Prop. 2 in IV, §2 of [9]) yields

(2) kPJ(k)'w'kPAk) = P(khWJ'w'kWJ ' P(k) (WEkW; 1,1 c kL1)

As a consequence. wf--+kPJ(k)'w'kPAk) yields a bijection

(3)
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We shall describe the right-hand side more precisely later.
Our next goal is to prove that U t/J is k-isomorphic to an affine space. That

follows from the much more general results quoted in 15.13. Rather than
invoking them, we shall use the features of the present situation to find a
self-contained way to this statement. The lemmas below are in fact some of
the (elementary) ingredients involved in the proofs of the statements in 15.13.

21.17 Lemma. Let U be a conne<:ted unipotent k-yroup, on which a k-torus T
operates k-morphically. Assume there is a non-trivial character c (if T and a
structure of vector space over k, on U so that any t E T(k) operates hy the
dilation Ul--+tc·u. Then this is already so over k and c is defined over k.
The set of weights of T in U reduces to {c} and is on the other hand

invariant under T = Gal (kjk), hence c is defined over k.
Tn view of our assumptions, we have y(r'u) = Yc- Yu for all YET, rEks and

UE U(k,). It suffices then to show that U(ks) has a vector space basis consisting
of elements in U(k). There exists clearly a finite Galois extension k' of k such
that U(k') contains a vector space basis of U(k,). Let T' = Gal(k'lk) and
(u 1, ... , um ) a maximal set of elements in U(k) which -are linearly independent
over ks. For every uEU(k') and (IE"', we have that I l'a';'u is rational over

yE r'

k, hence a linear combination of the Uj's. By the theorem of the normal basis,
each Yu is also a linear combination of the u/s, hence those form a basis of
U(kJ over k,.

21.18 Lemma. Let V, W, Z be irreducible k-varieties, Ct.: V -> W a dominant
k-morphism, fJ: W -> Z a morphism and assume that {J.oCt. is d'!fined over k. Then
fJ is defined over k.

Proof. We may replace Z by an open dense affine subset and have to prove
that {J"(k[Z]) c k(W). We know that (fJocxt(k[Z]) c k[V] and that CXO is
injective. Therefore it suffices to show that

(1) Q(°(K(W))nk(V) c (XO(k(W)).

Let f be in the left-hand side. There exist U j , vjEcxO(k(W)) and ajEK, linearly

independent over k, (i = 1, ... ,m) such that f ( ~ a( u j ) = ~ a( Vi' and

therefore such that

(2) Ia;(f'u j - vJ = o.
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But K and k(V) are linearly disjoint over k (AG.12.1), therefore (2) implies
f· Uj = Vj (1 ~ i ~ m), which proves the lemma.

21.19 Lemma. Let L be a connected k-group and H a a connected unipotent
k-subgroup of L which is k-isomorphic to the additive group of some vector
space E over k. Assume that n:L~L/H has a global morphic cross-section a.
Then it has one defined over k.

Proof. We identify H with E and write the group law on H additively. We
fix a basis (eJ (i = 1, ... ,m) of E over k and denote by hi the ith coordinate
of hEH with respect to that basis. Let

F={g,gh} (gEL,hEH)

be the graph of the operation of H on L defined by right translations. Then
8:(x, Y)f->X- 1

. Y is a k-morphism of L onto H. Let cxi:L~K be defined by
gf->(g-l'a(n(g)))j' It belongs to K[L]. If gEL, hEH, then n(g'h) = n(g) and

(g' h) - 1 'a(n(gh) = h - 1 '(g - 1 •a(n(g))).

This can be written

(1) CXj(g'h)=cxi(g)-h j, (gEL,hEH,i= 1, ... ,m).

For each i, there exist elements ci.iEK (1 ~ j ~ J(i)), linearly independent over
k, with C;l = 1 and <p;jEk[L] such that

(2) CXj(g) = I C;./<Pi)g), (gEL, i = I, ... , m),
j

and (l) yields

(3) I Ci,/<p;)g'h) = I Cj./<Pj,j(g) - hi (gEL, hEH, i = 1, ... ,m).
j j

By the linear disjointness of K and k(L x H) over k, this gives

(4)

(5)

<Pi, 1(g. h) = <Pi,! (g) - hi' (gEG, hEH, i = 1, ... ,m).

<p;)g. h) = <Pi)g) (j = 2, ... , J(O).

From (4) we see that there exist t/Jj.jEk[L/H] U=2, .... J(i)) such that
<pj.j = nUt/Jj). We define a morphism of varieties WL/H -+ H by

(6) .u(Z) = - Ie;,( I ci./t/J;)Z)) (zEL/H),
i j> 1

and a new cross section a': L/H~ L by

a'(z) = a(z)' .u(z) (ZE L/H).

We claim that a' is defined over k. We have



240

Using (3), (6), we get
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(g-I'(j'(n(g))); = o:;(g) - L c;,/qJij(g)
.i> 1

and therefore, in view of (2):

(g-l'O"(n(g))); = qJil(g), (i = 1, ... ,m).

Let qJ I : L -> H be defined by

qJl(g) = Le(p;l(g) (gEL),
;

It is a k-morphism of varieties. Then

O"on:gf->g'qJ\(g) (gEL)

is a k-morphism of L into L. By 21.18, applied to 0: = nand f3 = 0", the
morphism 0" is defined over k.

21.20 Theorem. (i) Fix an ordering on k(/> = (/>(5, G) and let tf; be a closed
subset of k<l> +. Then U", is k-isomorphic, as a variety, to an affine space.
(ii) Let P be a parabolic k-subgroup ofG. Then GjP is rational over k. If k

is infinite P(k) is Zariski-dense in P.

Proof. (i) By 21.9, U", is directly spanned, over k, by the U(a)(O:Etf;nd)' This
reduces us to the case where tf; = (0:) for some O:Ek<l>. Assume first that 20: is
not a root. Then Uta) is a commutative group, which is directly spanned over
ks by the groups Up, (f3EIJ(O:)) in the notation of 21.9; those are isomorphic
to Go over ks. Then our assertion follows from 21.17.
Assume now that 20: is a root. The previous argument applies to U(2a) and

U(a/U(2.r It follows from 21.9 that the groups Up (f3EIJ(O:)), taken in any
order, directly span a subvariety of Uta) which defines a morphic cross section
for the projection U(.) -> U(a/U(2ar It is only defined over k., but 21.19 then
provides one which is defined over k. Thercfore (see 6.14), U(.) is k-isomorphic,
as a variety, to (U(a/U(2.») X U(2a)' hence to an affine space over k.
(ii) The unipotent radical of any parabolic k-subgroup of G is conjugate
over k to a group U"', with tf; as before (21.11), therefore is k-isomorphic, as
a variety, to an affine space. This holds in particular for the unipotent radical
[J7tuP- of a parabolic k-subgroup P- opposite to P. The projection G -> GjP
defines a k-isomorphism of [J7tuP- onto a k-open subset of G/P, as follows
from 14.21, therefore G/P is rational over k.

P is the semi-direct product over k of iXuP and a Levi k-subgroup L (20.5).
Assume k to be infinite. Then [J7tuP(k) is dense in 2lluP by (i) and L(k) is dense
in L by 18.3, whence the second assertion of (ii),

21.21. Our next goal in this section is the description of the relative closure
in G(k) of a Bruhat cell. We first recall or state some facts about Weyl groups
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and root systems to be used below. We keep the notation of 21.14. The length
lew) ofWE kW is defined with respect to the set R of simple reflections I'~ «(J.E kL1).
(i) Given J c kL1 and WE kW there exists a unique element, to be denoted wJ

or w(w, J), of smallest length in the coset w· kWJ.
See IV, § I, Exercise 3 in [9]. In fact, a proof will also be contained in

21.24. We denote by k W J the set of wJ (WE k W). It is a set of representatives
for the left cosets Wk' WJ • Each WE k W has a unique expression W= wJ

·WJ>

with WJEkWJ and WJEkWJ.
(ii) Let J j C kL1, write Wj for kWJ, (i = 1, ... , n) and let W= WI ... Wn with

WiEWi' Then there exists W;EWi such that II' = 11"1 ,. '11';" l(w;):::; lew;) and

lew) = L lew;).
j

This follows from the exchange condition for Coxeter systems [9:IV, 1.5].
As a direct consequence of (i) and (ii) we get
(iii) Let WEWI'" Wn' Then WJ"EWI'" WIl - I'

Finally, by Corollary 2, p. 158 of [9J, we have
(iv) lew) = Cardk <P:",

where (see 21.14)

21.22 Proposition. Let w,W'EkW be such that lew) + l(w') = l(w'w'), Then

(1)

(2)

C(W)'C(W') = C(w'w'),

C(w)(k)'C(w')(k) = C(w·w')(k).

Proof. We first assume that IV = r~(c(Ek L1) and set 1/1 = k <P> Then
(3)

Let nand n' be representatives in AI"(Sh of wand w'. Then

(4) C(w)= U(~)'n'P C(W') = U(III)·n'·p, C(w'W')= U"jU"loI,,'/1'n'·P.

All these decompositions are k-isomorphisms of varieties so that

(5) c(w)(k) = U(~)(k)'n'P(k), C(w')(k) = U'/f)(k)'/I"P(k),

(6) C(W'W')k = U(aj(k)' U(r,(t/J)j(k)'n'n" P(k).

We have, taking the above into account

C(w)' C(w') = U(~)'/l' U(t/J)'n" P = U(a)' U(r,(t/J))'n'n" P = C(w'w'),

and this is also valid for k-rational points. This proves (1) and (2) in the case
where Wis a simple reflection. They follow for fixed w' by induction on I( \1').

21.23. If nE.JV(S)(k) represents WEkW, we also denote by w(P) the conjugate
/l'P'n- 1 of P. Fix J c kL1. By applying 21.3 to a Levi k-subgroup of kPJ
containing 2'(S), we see that VI--> v(P) is a bijection of k WJ onto the set of
minimal parabolic k-subgroups of kPJ containing 2'(S).
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For any WEkW, we know that Qw = (w-l(P)nkPJ)"~ukPJ is a minimal
parabolic k-subgroup of kPJ (21.13), evidently containing ,q'(S). Any VEkWJ
normalizes ~u kP.T and JiJ, therefore

(I)

In view of our initial remark, there exists a unique w" E W. k WJ such that
P = Qwo ' We claim

(2)

By definition of W.T, this is (i) in the next lemma.
We let lJI(J)- = - lJI(J), where, as in 21.11, lJI(J) is the set of non-divisible

k-roots occurring in the Lie algebra of ~u kP.T'

(i) l(wo) < l(wo·v).
(ii) k<P~o = wo'v( lJI(J)-)nk<P +.

(iii) k<P~-l=W-l(k<Pn~)n[JJ,~, ([J]+=[J]nk<P+)·

Proof. As recalled in 21.21:

(1) l(w) = Card(w-1(k<P ~)nk<P -) = Card(w(k<P~)nk<P +).

The condition imposed on Wo is equivalent to

(2)

therefore

(3) l(wo) = Cardw; l(k<P +)n lJI(J)-.

(4) k<P~o = w; 1 (k<P +)n lJI(J) - = wo( lJI(J)-) nk<P +.

The element v leaves 'P( J), lJI( J) - and [J] stable, but not [J] +. We have then

(5) Card(v-1'wo-1(k<P~)n lJI(J)-) = Card(w; l(k<P +)n lJI(J)-)

(6) Cardv-lw~l(k<Pn:)n[Jr #0.

Since l(wo'v) is the sum of the left-hand sides of (5) and (6), these relations,
together with (3), prove (i). Since v leaves lJI(J)- invariant, (4) also implies
(ii). Moreover

(7) k<P~,-1 = v-l(k<P~)nk<P+ =v-l([Jr)n[JJ,~.

(since v- 1( lJI(J)-)n lJI(J) = 0). On the other hand

w:l(k<P/~d)n[J]= [JJ,~

and therefore

(8) v-lw;l(k<P~)n[J]+ = v-1([Jr)n[J]:d'

The assertion (iii) now follows from (7) and (8).
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21.24 Lemma. Let J c kL1, and WE k W. Let gEP(k)' W"P(k) and hEG(k) and
assume that h-I·P·h=(g-I·P·gnPJ). f%uPJ. Then

g·h- t EP(k)·wJ·P(k).

Proof. Set g'=g-h- 1 and let UEkW be such that g'EC(u)(k). Since h-I·P·h
is in Ph we have hEkPAk) (see 11.17) therefore, in view of 21.16,

9 = g"hEP(k)'U"PAk) c P(k)'U"kWJ'P(k)

whence WEU'kWJ and W(w,J) = w(u,J). But we also have

P = (g'-I.P'g' nPJ)·f%uPJ

therefore 21.23 shows that u = w(u, J) = w(w, J), which is our claim.

21.25 Lemma. Let PI, ... ,Pn be parabolic k-subgroups containing P. Then
PI"'Pn is closed and (PI ···Pn)(k) = Pt(k)···Pn(k).

Proof. There is nothing to prove if n= 1, so we argue by induction on n.
Assume PI'" Pn- 1 is closed. Of course, PI'" Pn_ I is right invariant under

P, hence PI "'Pn- I is the full inverse image of its image in G/P, therefore
the latter is closed. Since G/P is complete, the canonical projection
G/P-+G/PiJ is closed, hence the image of P1···P,,-1 in G/P,i is also closed.
But then, so is its full inverse image PI'" PiJ in G.
Let J j c kL1 be such that Pj=PJ,(i= 1, ... ,n). Note that in view of 21.15,

it follows by induction on n from Prop. 2 in §2 of [9:1V] that

PI (k)··· Pn(k) = P(k)' WJ1'" WJn 'P(k).

Let gE(P I ···Pn)(k). Then there exists WEWJ1 ... WJn such that gEP(k)·w·P(k).
By 21.21 (iii), we have W(W, In)E Wh ... WJn _,. By 21.13, the group

P' = (g-l.P'gn Pn)·f%uPn

is a minimal parabolic k-subgroup. There exists therefore hEPn(k) such that
h-1·P·h=P'. But then g'h- t EP I ",Pn_

l
by 2\.21 (iii). Since

(PI'" Pn-t)(k) = Pdk) .. ·Pn- dk)

by induction assumption, our second claim is proved.

21.26 Theorem. Assume k to be infinite. Let WEkW and w=SI "'Sn be a
reduced decomposition of w. Then the set Aw= {Sil ",simlmEIN", 1 ~
i l < ... < iim~ q} depends only on w, not on the reduced decomposition, and we
have
(I) C(w)(k) = C(w)(k}n G(k) = U C(v)(k).

VEA w

Proof. The relation (1) and 2) .15 imply that A w depends only on w. It suffices
to prove (1). It follows from 21.20 that Uw(k) and P(k) are dense in Uwand
P respectively. Since C(w)(k) = U~(k)' no P(k), where nE%(S)(k) represents w,
it also follows that C(w)(k) is dense in C(w). This proves the first equality in (1).
For Xc G(k), let us write A(X) for the relative closure X n G(k) of X in
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G(k). If X I"'" X mEG(k), then we see from (AG, 6.6) that

(2) A(X 1'" X m) = A(A(X I)'" A(Xq»'

Write Pi for PSi (i= I, ... ,q). By 21.25, P1···Pq is closed and we have

(3)

C(si)(k) is dense in C(s;) (21.21), hence in Pi and the first equality of (I),
together with the Bruhat decomposition (21.15), gives

(4) A(C(s;)(k)) = PiCk) = C(s;)(k) v P(k).

From (2) and 21.22, we get

A(C(w)(k)) = A(C(SI )(k) .. · C(sq)(k)) = A(A(C(S d(k)) .. · A(C(sJ(k)))

A(C(w)(k) = PI (k) .. · Pq(k) = (C(S tl(k) v P(k))··· (C(sq)(k) v P(k)).

By repeated application of 21.22, we see that the last term is equal to the
last term of (1), and (I) is proved.

21.27 Proposition. Assume G(k) to be endowed with a topology :Y having the
following properties:

(a) :Y is finer than the topology induced by the Zariski topology.
(b) The product map G(k) x G(k) -> G(k) is continuous, the left-hand side

being endowed with the product topology.
(c) For every Q(EkA, the group P(k) is not open in P:ai(k).

Then the closure of C(w)(k) with respect 10 .OJ is equal to its relative closure

C(w)(k) n G(k) in the Zariski topology, desrrihed in 21.26.

Proof. In the previous proof, the Zariski topology was used only through
the relations (2), (3), (4). It suffices therefore to see they are satisfied by the
relative closure A;1- with respect to .OJ. Obviously (3) follows from (a) and
(2) from (b). Let Q(EkA and r = r,. If P(k) is not open in P:,;(k) then it meets
the relative I-closure of C(r)(k). Therefore 11 y (C(r)(k)' P("))::::J P("). But
C(r)(k) = (C(r)(k))' P(k) whence A-i(C(r)(k))::::J P(k) and 21.26(4) is satisfied
in :Y.

21.28 Corollary. Assume k endowed with a non-discrete topology g, satisfying
the separation axiom T1 and with respect to which il is a topological rinq.
Then the closure of C(w)(k) with respect to the topology :Y of G(k) associated
to cff coincides with the relative Zariski closure.
By definition, :Y is the coarsest topology such that the restrictions to G(k)

of any element in keG] is continuous. It obviously satisfies (a) and (b) above.
By 21.21, U _(a) is k-isomorphic to an affine space. Since k is not discrete,
U -laj(k)n P(k) = {I) is not open in U -(al(k), hence P(k) is not open in Pr,}(k)
and 21.27(c) is satisfied, so that 21.27 applies to the present situation.

21.29 Proposition. Let J EkLl, WE k Wand n (resp. nJ • resfJ. II) the canonical
projection G->GjP (resp. G->G,\PJ , resp. G/P-> (j/kp/).
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(i) We have P'w'kPJ= p'wJ'kPJ and nAc(w» = nAC(wJ».
(ii) The canonical projections a:n(C(w» -+ nJ(C(wJ» and nAk):n(C(w)(k»-+

nAC(wJ)(k» are surjective. They are injective if and only ifWEkWJ, in which
case a:n(C(w»-+nAc(w» is a k-isomorphism of varieties.
(iii) We have (c(whPJ)(k) = C(w)(khPAk).
(iv) ~t IV, lV'Ek WJ are disti/1('{, Ihell rrJ(C(II'))nrrJ(C(II")) = 0. The sets

nAC(w)), (WE kWJ) form a partitioll of G(kl/kPAk).

Proof. In the notation of 21.21, we have by 21.22

(1) C(w) = C(wJ)'C(wJ)' C(w)(k) = (C(wJ)(k»'(C(wJ)(k»,

therefore

(2) c(whPJ= C(wJhPj> (C(w)(k)hPJ(k) = (C(wJ)(k)hPAk).

This implies (i) and the first assertion of (ii). Let n, nJ and nJ be representatives
in JV(S)(k) of W, wJ and wJ respectively. The subset X = nJ·U~J' nJ belongs
to C(w)(k), is mapped injectively by n in n(C(w)(k» and we have
nJ(X) = {nJ·kpJ}. Therefore if TeJ is injective, then U~J = {I}, and wJ= I,
w=wJ

.

We have the obvious relation U~J'n c C(w) and, by (2),

UwJ'n'kPJ= C(whPJ.

Moreover, 21.23(ii) shows that fl- 1 . U~J'/1 C ~u'kPJ, therefore the product
map {U~J'nk'PJ-+c(whPJis a k-isomorphism of varieties. From this, (ii)
and (iii) follow immediately.
Let u, VE kW J. If nAc(u» and nAc(v» have a non-empty intersection, then

the double cosets

C(uhPJ = P'U'kPJ and C(vhPJ= P'V'kPJ

also have a non-empty intersection, hence are equal and therefore UEV' k WJ

(21.16). Since u, VE k W J
, they are equal. This proves the first part of (iv); the

second one then follows from (ii), 21.16 and the surjectivity of TeAk).

Bibliographical Note

Up to 21.21, the results of this section are contained in [4: §5]. The proofs
are similar, with one apparent exception: To establish 21.21 there, use was
made of results of Rosenlicht quoted in 15.13, but not proved here, We have
extracted from his arguments the minimum needed here to handle U(a)' More
precisely, 21.17 is lemma 3.16 of [4]. 21.18 lemma I of [28] and the proof
of 21.19 follows closely that of a similar statement on p. 100 of [28].
The remaining part of this section is taken from [5]. For k algebraically

closed, 21.26 was proved by C. Chevalley (unpublished). For k = C, with
respect to the analytic topology, 21.28 is proved in R. Steinberg's Yale Notes,
p.107.
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§22. Central Isogenies

v

In this section, G is a connected k-group and T a maximal torus ofG defined
over k. Until 22.10, G is assumed to be reductive.
The relative notions introduced in the previous sections, such as k-rank
or relative root systems, are not invariant under arbitrary isogenies, in
contrast with the corresponding absolute analogues. They are quite obviously
so under separable isogenies, but this class is too narrow. The appropriate
concept here is that of a central isogeny, to which this section is devoted. In
order to arrive as directly as possible to those conservation theorems, we
first confine ourselves to reductive groups, using a notion of central isogeny
adapted to that case. From 22.11 on, we shall discuss central isogenies in
the general case.

22.1 Lemma. Let N be a closed normal subgroup of G. Then the following
conditions are equivalent: (i) N is central; (ii) NeT; (iii) N is contained in the
intersection Z of the maximal tori ofG; (iv) N consists of semisimple elements;
(v) For every CI. E W(T, G), the group Ua is not contained in N; (vi) N° is central.

If N is k-closed and satisfies these conditions, then it is defined over k.

Proof. We first recall that the maximal tori of G are conjugate (11.3) and
that their intersection is the center <eG of G (13.17, Cor. 2). [n particular,
every normal subgroup of G contained in T is central. With that taken into
account, the implications

(i)=(ii)=(iii) =>(iv) => (v)

are obvious. The group N°, being normalized by T, is generated by (N° n T)O
and the groups U, it contains (13.20), therefore (v) implies N" c T, and (vi).
Let us now prove that (vi)=>(ii). Assume (vi). Then N° c T. hence NO c ~(G)

as pointed out above. In order to show that NeT, it suffices to show that
NIN° is contained in TIN" in GIN", but this is clear since, NIN" being finite
and normal, is central. The equivalence of the six conditions is now proved.
If N satisfies them, it belongs to T, hence is defined over ks (8.2, 8.11) and
therefore over k if it is moreover k-closed.

22.2 Lemma. Let m be an ideal of 9 stable under Ad G. Then the following
conditions are equivalent: (i) m c :!Zg(G); (ii) met; (iii) m is contained in the
intersection 3 of the Lie algebras of the maximal tori of G; (iv) m consists of
semi-simple elements; (v) m does not contain any algebra u, (cxEw(T,G)). We
have the equalities

(1) ()(g) = ~'q(G) = ().

Proof. By the Corollary to 9.2,

(2)
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therefore (i)=(ii). We have (ii)=(iii) by the conjugacy of maximal tori (11.3)
and (iii) = (i) because every torus centralizes its Lie algebra and G is generated
by its maximal torii (12.1 and 13.16, Cor. 2). The implications (iii)=(iv)=(v)
are obvious. The ideal tn, being stable under T is the direct sum of the Ua it
contains and of its intersection with t, hence (v)=(ii). This shows the
equivalence of (i) to (v).
The center 3(9) of 9 is stable under every automorphism of g, hence under

Ad G. It does not contain any Ua , since Ua is not central in the Lie algebra of
the subgroup of G locally isomorphic to SL2 generated by Ua and U -a'

Therefore 3(9) c 2'g(G), and (1) follows in view of the equivalence of(i) and (iii).

22.3. A surjective k-morphism f: G -+ G' is quasi-central if its kernel N is
central in G. It is central if it is quasi-central and ker dfe is central in g.

If f is quasi-central, then ker f, which is necessarily k-closed, is defined
over k by 22.1. Since any maximal torus of G' is the image of a maximal
torus of G (11.14), 22.1 shows that f is quasi-central if and only if the inverse
image of a maximal torus of G' is a maximal torus of G.

If f is an isogeny, it is automatically quasi-central (22.1). If moreover it is
separable, then, df being injective, it is central. Thus a separable isogeny of
a reductive group is central.
As examples, in characteristic two, the standard isogeny ofSL2 onto PGL2

(17.6) is central, but the isogeny of PGL2 onto SL2 is not. Similarly, in
characteristic p, the isogeny ofSLp onto PGLp is central, but not separable.
The definition of quasi-central goes over verbatim to an arbitrary affine

algebraic group, but the usual notion of central isogeny is different in the
general case (see 22.11); however both notions are equivalent for reductive
groups (22.15).

22.4 Proposition. Let f: G -+ G' be a surjective morphism. The following
conditions are equivalent:

(i) f is central.
(ii) The restriction off to any closed connected unipotent subgroup U is

an isomorphism onto f(U).
(iii) The induced map f*:X(f(T)) -+ X(T) maps C/J(f(T), G') onto C/J(T, G).

Assume (i). By 22.1 and 22.2, the kernels of f and df consist of semi-simple
elements, therefore f is injective on U and df on L(U), whence (ii). If (ii)
holds, then f maps Ua (IXE C/J(T, G)) isomorphically onto a one-dimensional
subgroup normalized by f(T), and (iii) follows. Note that f(U a) is necessarily
of the form U~, (f3E(/J(f(T), G'». Assume (iii). Let N = ker f. It is invariant,
hence W is generated by (N n T)0 and the Ua it contains (13.20). By (iii), df
is injective on each U a hence N° c T, and by 22.1 N is central, contained in
T Thus f is quasi-central. Ker df is also stable under T, hence direct sum
of its intersection with t and of some Ua . Some df is injective on H a , it follows
that tn c t, hence tn c z(g) by 22.2. Therefore f is central.
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22.5 Corollary. Assume f to be central and surjective. Then 1mdf contains all
the nilpotent elements ofg'. Let T be a maximal torus ofG' and H' a k-subgroup
ofG'. Then g' = df(g) + t'. IfH' c Tor H'::::J T thenf-l(H') is defined overk.

Proof. Every nilpotent element X of g' is tangent to a closed connected
unipotent subgroup, say U' (14.26). Any maximal unipotent subgroup of
f -1(U')o maps onto U' under f (11.14). Then 22.4(ii) shows that X elm df.
On the other hand, if U' and U' - are two opposite maximal unipotent
subgroups normalized by T, then 11' is thc direct sum of the Lie algebras of
U', U'- and T. Since L(U') and L(U'-) belong to the image of df, the first
assertion follows.

If H' ::::J T, then Il' = df(g) + I)', and H is defined over k by 6.13. Assume
now that H' c T. rts centralizer is defined over k (9.2, Cor.), contains a
maximal torus of G', hence also a maximal torus T~ defined over k of G'
(18.2). Then To = f-'(T~) is defined over k, as we just saw, and is a maximal
torus (22.3). Being a k-closed subgroup of a torus defined over k, the group
H is defined over k (8.2, 8. J I).

22.6 Theorem. Let G' be a k-group and f: G --+ G' a surjective k-morphism.
Assume either f central or k perfect:

(i) The parabolic k-subgroups of G' (resp. G) are the images (resp. the inverse
images) by I of the parabolic k-subgroups of G (resp. G').

(ii) The maximal k-split tori of G' (resp. G) are the images (resp. the maximal
k-split tori ofthe inverse images) ofthe maximal k-split tori oIG (resp. G').

Assume.r central.
(iii) Let S be a maximal k-split torus of G and S' = f(S). Then I maps.AI(is

(resp. ::t'G(S)) onto jV~(S') (resp. !!LG'(S')) and induces an isomorphism oI
kW(S, G) onto kW(S', G'). The homomorphism Uls)*:X(S')--+ XeS) maps
$(S', G') isomorphically onto $(S, G). IIO:E $(S', G') and f3 = Uls)*(O:) then

.r induces an isomorphism of Uw) onto U;.l'

Proof. (i) Let P (resp. P') be a parabolic k-subgroup of G (resp. G'). It follows
from 11.14 that f(P) (resp. f- 1(P')) is a parabolic subgroup. .r(P) is clearly
defined over k, and f- '(P') is defined over k by 22.5 if f is central, by general
principles (AG, 12.2) if k is perfect.
(ii) If S is a k-split torus in G, then I(S) is a k-split torus in G' (8.15). It

suffices therefore to show that if S' is a maximal k-split torus of G', then
f-l(S') = H contains a k-split torus S mapping onto S'. The group S' is
contained in a maximal torus of G' hence H is defined over k again by 22.5
if f is central, by general principles if k is perfect. Let T be a maximal torus
of H defined over k (18.2). Then .f(T) is a maximal torus of f(H) (11.14),
hence is equal to S'. But then Td maps onto S~ = S' (8.15).
(iii) By Corollary 2 to 11. J4, f(!!L G(S)) = !!LG'(S'), hence also !!LG(S) =

f - 1(!!LG'(S')) (since ker f c ;;Zc;(S) in view of 22.1). By (ii) we know that if P
(resp. P') is a minimal parabolic k-subgroup of G (resp. G') then .r(P) (resp.
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f -l(P')) is a minimal parabolic k-subgroup of G' (resp. G). The previous
remark shows that P (resp. P') contains :!l'G(S) (resp. :!l'G(S'» if and only if
f(P) (resp. f - l(P')) contains :!l'G'(S') (resp. :!l'dS». By 21.3, JVG(S) permutes
transitively the minimal parabolic k-subgroups containing :!l'G(S) and
kW(S, C) acts simply transitively on them. It follows that f(A....dS)) acts
transitively on the set of minimal parabolic k-subgroups of C' containing
:!l'G'(S') and that f(k W(S, C» is simply transitive on this set. Again by 21.3,
this proves the first part of (iii).
Let P, P- be two opposite minimal parabolic k-subgroups of C with

intersection :!l'G(S) and V, V - their unipotent radicals. Then f(P) and f(P-)
are two opposite minimal parabolic k-subgroups of C', with intersection
:!l'dS') and unipotent radicals f(V) and f(V -). Moreover, f induces a
k-isomorphism of V and V - onto their images. Let To be a maximal torus
of C defined over k in :!l'G(S), hence containing S. Then T~ = f(To ) is a
maximal torus of C' defined over k containing S". We already know (22.4),
that if (xE<1>(T, C), then f(Va ) = V~., where (x' is the root of C' with respect
to T~ mapped onto (X by fiTo' This implies first that f~ is a bijection of
<1>(S', C') onto <1>(S, C). Let f3E <1>(S, C). Then VIP) is directly spanned by the
one-parameter groups Va where (X runs through the set t/J(f3) of elements of
<1>(T, C) whose restriction to S is a positive integral multiple of f3 (21.9). This,
combined with the similar fact for C' and the previous remark, implies the
last assertion.

22.7 Corollary. Vnder the assumptions of (i), (ii), the k-rank of C is the sum
of the k-ranks of C' and of (ker f)0. In particular, iff is moreover a k-isogeny,
then rk(C) = rk(C').
Recall that N = ker f is contained in any maximal torus and is defined

over k. If S is a maximal k-split torus, then (S (l N)O is the maximal k-split
torus of N. Since f(S) is a maximal k-split torus of C', the first assertion
follows. If f is moreover an isogency, then N° = {1}, whence the second
assertion.

22.8. Let H be a connected algebraic k-group, Hi (i = 1, ... ,m) a finite set of
closed connected normal k-subgroups. Recall (see p. xi) that H is the almost
direct product of the H/s if the product mapping

of the inclusions Hi ...... H is surjective, with finite kernel. In that case, }J. is an
isogeny, which is defined over k if the H;'s are so.

H is almost k-simple ifit is semi-simple and has no closed connected normal
k-subgroup of strictly positive dimension.

22.9 Proposition. Assume G is all almost direct product over k of connected
normal k-subgroups Gj (i= 1, ... ,m). Then the canonical isogency }J.:G=



250 Rationality Questions v

G1 X ... x Gm -> G is central. If S is a maximal k-split torus of G, then
Sj = (S n GJo is a maximal k-split torus ofGj and S is the almost direct product
of the S/s. In particular,

Proof. Ker f is finite, hence central. Let X Ekerdj. We can write X = LX;,
with XjE9j and must show that XjE3(9J Let G(i) be the subgroup generated
by the G/s (i i= j), and X(i) the sum of the X j (j i= i). Since df(X) = 0, we
have df(XJ = - df(X(i») and df(XJ belongs to the intersection of gi and
L(G(i)). The group Gj centralizes G(i), and therefore also its Lie algebra.
Hence X jE3(9J
Let Sj be a maximal k-split torus in Gj (i = 1, ... ,m), S the product of the

Sj's. It is a maximal k-split torus ofGand S = J1.(S) is a maximal k-split torus
of G by 22.6. By construction, it is the almost direct product of the J1.(SJ and
clearly Il(SJ = (Il(S) n GJo. Thus S satisfies our conclusion. By conjugation
(20.9), this is then true for any maximal k-split torus of G. The last assertion
is now obvious.

22.10 Theorem. Let G be semi-simple. Let Gj (iEI) be the minimal elements
among the closed connected normal k-subgroups of G of strictly positive
dimension.
(i) G is the almost direct product of the Gj , which are almost k-simple.
(ii) Let J be the set oIiEI for which rkkGj > O. Then kW(G) = I1jEJk W(G j)

and k<1>(G) is the direct sum oIthe k-root systems k<1>(G) (jEJ), each of which
is irreducible.

Proof. (i) By 14.10, we have a unique decomposition of G as an almost direct
product of its almost simple closed connected normal subgroups No (aEA).
Each of those is generated by subgroups U ~ invariant under some maximal
torus T. We may choose T defined over k (18.2). Since T and G split
over a separable extension (18.8), the Ua are defined over ks' hence so are
the No. They are then permuted by T =Gal(kslk). Let now H be a connected
normal k-subgroup of G. By 14.10, it is the almost direct product of some
of the No, which are then permuted by r But, then the other No's are also
permuted by T, hence generate a normal k-subgroup H', such that G is the
almost direct product of Hand H'. From this (i) follows by an easy induction
on the dimension. More precisely, we see that if {AJ (i = 1, ... ,m) are the
orbits of r in A, then we may take for G; the subgroup generated by the N j

(jEAJ
(ii) The first assertion is clear for the product Gof the G;'s. By 22.6, it also
holds for G. There remains to see that if rkk(G) > 0 and G is almost k-simple,
then k<1>(G) is irreducible. The proof is essentially the same as in 14.10: Assume
k<1>(G) = <1>1 liB <1>2' Then, by 14.5 and 21.9, U(al and U(P) commute if
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(XE<Pt ,{3E<P2. Therefore the closed k-groups Gt and G2 generated by the V(a)

for (XE<P t and Cf.E(JJ2 respectively commute with one another. They are both
normalized by .AIG(S), where S is the maximal k-split torus underlying the
definition of the V(a)' But G is generated by the V(a) and .AIo(S). Therefore
Gt and G2 are normal in G and G is not almost k-simple.

22.11. For the sake of completeness, we discuss now the notion of central
isogeny in the general case.
Let H,H' be k-groups and f:H -+H' be a morphism. As before, it is said

to be quasi-central if its kernel belongs to Cf,fH. In that case, the commutator
map H x H-+H, which sends (x,y) onto x'y-X-t'y-l, factors through
f(H) x f(H), i.e. there exists a map K:.f(H) x f(H) -+ H defined by

(1) K(.f(X),.f(y))=x-y-X-t'y-l (x,YEH).

K is obviously unique. The morphism f is centraL if it is quasi-central and K

is a morphism of varieties.
In the context of the functorial definition of an affine algebraic group (1.5),

this condition can also be expressed by saying that for any commutative
K-algebra C, the kernel of f(C):H(C)-+ H'(C) is centraL in H(C). In the case
of a connected reductive group, the definition in 22.3 amounts to require
that last condition for the algebra ofdual numbers, as can be seen from 3.20.

22.12 Lemma. Let X,X', Y be algebraic varieties, Z an affine variety, f:X-+
X' a surjective morphism, l/J:X x Y -+Z a morphism and l/J':X' x Y -+Z a map
such that l/J = l/J' 0 (.f x Id.). Then l/J' is a morphism if and only if the restriction
or l/J' to X' x {y} is a morphism for every yE Y.
The latter condition is evidently necessary. Assume it is fulfilled. Our

assertion is local in X' and Y, so we may assume them to be affine. Let {V;}
be a finite open affine cover of X. Replacing X by the product V of the Vi
and f by the composition of f with the canonical map TI Vi -+ X, we are

reduced to the case where X is affine, too.
We have to show then that if aEK[Z], then l/J'O(a)EK[X'] ® K[Y]. Since

f is surjective, f" is injective and this amounts to proving that l/JO(a)E
f"(K[X'])® K[Y]. We can write

l/JO(a)= L bj®ci (b;EK[X],CjEK[Y],i=I, ... ,r),
1 ~i~r

where we may assume the c/s to be linearly independent over K. We may
therefore find points Yt, ... ,Yr in Ysuch that the determinant of the ci(Y)
is'" O. Since the restriction of l/J' to X' x {yJ is a morphism, we have
Lci(y)'biEf"(K[X']) for alli's whence biEfOK[X'], (i= 1, ... ,r).

22.13 Proposition. Let f:H -+H' be a morphism of algebraic groups. The
following conditions are equivaLent:
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(i) f is central;
(ii) for every hEH, there exists a morphism of varieties <fJh:f(H) -+ H such

that <fJhU(x))=x·h·x-l/or all xEH;
(iii) there exists a morphism of rarieries 1:.f(H) x H -+H such that

/U(x), y) = x· yo x - I.

Proof. Assume (i). With K as in 22.11 (I), we have.

<fJh(X') = K(x',f(h))'h, (x'Ef(H)),

which proves that (ii) holds. The implication (ii)=(iii) follows from the
previous lemma where X = Z = H, X' = /(H), Y = H, and t/J(x, y) = x· y' X-I.

Similarly, the lemma with X=Z=H,X'=f(H), t/J'(x,y')=x'/(y',x- 1),

(whence t/J' = K), yields (iii)=(i).

22.14 Lemma. Let G' be an algebraic group, /:G -+ G' a quasi-central
swjective morphism, U + and U - two opposite maximal unipotent subgroups
of G normalized by T and X a variety on which G acts morphically by an
action t/J:G x X -+X.Then a morphism t/J':X -+X such rhat t/J = t/J'oU x [d.)
exists if and only if this is true for the restrictions of t/J to U ± and T.
This latter condition is evidently necessary. Assume it. Let

(1)

be the morphisms defined by

(2) t/Jlu±xx = v±oU x [d.), t/JITx X = TOU x Jd.).

The existence of T implies that ker f operates trivially on X, hence that there
exists a set-theoretic action

t/J':G' x X -+ X such that t/J = t/J'oUold.).

Clearly, t/J± and T are the restrictions of t/J' to f(U±) x X and JeT) x X
respectively. Let U+ Ef(U+), u_ Ef(U-) and tEffT). Then

(3) t/J'(U+tU_,x)=t/J'(U+,t/J'(t,t/J'(U_,X)))=V+(U+,T(t,V-(U_,x))).

Let V=f(U+)·f(T)·f(U-). The relation (3) and the assumption show that
the restriction of t/J' to V x X is a morphism of varieties. On the other hand,
for gEG, the map X 1--+ t/J(g, x) = t/J'U(g), x) is an automorphism of X, therefore
the restriction of t/J' to U(g)· V) x X is also morphic. Since the open sets
U(g)' V) x X (gEG) cover G' x X, the lemma is proved.

22.15 Proposition. Let f: G -+ G' be a morphism of algebraic groups.
Then f is central in the sense of 22.3 il" and only if it is central in the sense of
22.11.

Proof. Assume f to be central in the sense of 22.11. Given gEG, consider
the commutator mapy:xl--+?Fx·g-l·x-l. By assumption, there exists a
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morphism y':f(G)~G such that y = y'o f, whence (see 3.16)

(dY)l = Ad 9 - I = (dY')l odf;

therefore kerd! c ker(Adg - I) for all gEG, which implies kerdf c 3(9) by
22.2. This shows that .f is central in the sense of 22.3. Assume now the latter.
Let U+ and U- be two opposite maximal unipotent subgroups of G
normalized by T By 22.4, the morphism U± ~ !(U±) is an isomorphism.
Let o:± be its inverse. Since! is quasi-central, there exists a map l:f(G) x
G~G such that 1(.f(X),y)=x-y-x- 1 (X·yEG). In order to prove that! is
central in the sense of 22.11, it suffices by 22.13 to show that I is a morphism
of varieties. By 22.14, it is enough to prove that the restrictions y± and T of
I to f(U ±) x G and f( T) x G are morphisms. The map y± is the composition
of o:± x Id. and of the morphism (u, x)f->U' x'u- 1

, hence is a morphism. There
remains to see that T is a morphism. By 22.12, we have only to show that
for every gEG, the map Tg:.r(T)xG~G defined by Tg(t')=r(t',g) is a
morphism. But we have Tg.h = TgoT h (g, hEG), therefore it suffices to prove this
when 9 runs through a generating set for G, for instance for gE Tu U + u U -.
If gE T, then Tg is the constant map f(T) --- {g} and if gE U ±, then

Tg(t') = 0: ±(t'. f(g)· t' - 1),

which shows that Tg is a morphism.

Bibliographical Note

All the results and proofs in this section may be found in §2 of [5]. But
there, the only notion of central isogeny is the general one (22.11) and we
have slightly rearranged this material to suit our purposes.

§23. Examples

In this section, we describe the Tits system in G(k) for various classical
groups G.
For n ~ I, we denote by ei•j the n x n matrix all coefficients of which are

zero except for the (i,j)-th one, which is equal to one. We let p be the
characteristic exponent of k. For the classification of root systems, we refer
to [9:VI].

23.1 Let D be a finite dimensional central K-algebra endowed with a
k-structure such that D(k) is a central division algebra over k, whose degree
is denoted d. Thus, over K, the algebra D is isomorphic to MiK). We let
D* or GL1 (D) (resp. D 1 or SL1(D» be the multiplicative group of elements
of D with reduced norm N,. different from zero (resp. equal to one). The
previous isomorphism maps D1 onto SLaCK). The group D* is the almost
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direct product of its center S, a one-dimensional k-split torus, and of SL 1(D).
Let us show that the latter group is anisotropic over k. Let T be a k-split
torus contained in D. There is a k-basis (ua (l ~ i ~ dl

) of D(k) and characters
i.i of T such that

However

Nr(tAi'uJ = (d';';' Nr(ua

and, since tUJ- 1 and Ui are conjugate, they have the same reduced norm.
Moreover, Nr(ua i= 0 since D(k) is a division algebra. As a result, i.i is trivial,
hence T is central in D, therefore T = Sand Tn D I is finite. In view of (22.8),
this also shows that D* has k-rank one.

23.2 The groups GLII(D) and SLII(D). Let D be as before and fix nEN, n ~ 2.
We view D" as a right module over D, The group G = GLII(D) can be identified
to the group of invertible D-Iinear transformations of D". Let M be the group
of diagonal matrices in G. It is isomorphic to (D*)". Its center S is a k-split
torus of dimension n. Let YiE X*(S) be the character of S such that SYi is the
i-th diagonal entry ofSES (I ~ i ~ n). The Yi'S form obviously a basis of X*(S).

It is elementary that M = :!l'G(S), It fol1ows then from 23.\ that S is maximal
k-split in M, hence in G and therefore G is of k-rank n.
For i i= j, let Ui.j be the group of matrices 1+ t'ei.j(tED). It is unipotent,

k-isomorphic to the additive group ofD, and normalized by M.ln particular

s(1 +tei;)s-l =(\ +sl';-YJ·tei;) (UEUi,j,1 ~ii=j~n;sES).

The Lie algebra 9 of G is the direct sum of the Lie algebras L(M) and L(U;)
of M and of the Ui.;'s. The Ui./s for i <j (resp. i > j) directly span a unipotent
k-subgroup U+ (resp. U-) normalized by M. As a consequence, M'U+ and
M· U- are opposite minimal parabolic k-subgroups and <1>(S, G) is of type
All-i' Moreover, each k-root has multiplicity dl

. The normalizer of S is the
group ofmonomial matrices and •.vG(Sl/M is the symmetric group in n letters.
The isomorphism D -=.MiK) induces one of MII(D) (resp. G) onto Mlld(K)

(resp. GLlld(K)). On K"d we use the "telescopic" basis

Ii' ea (i = I , ... , n, a = I, ... , d).

The group T of diagonal matrices of GLIIAK) is a maximal torus, the group
of characters X*(T) of which has a basis Xi,a' where xi,a is the character
which associates to tE Tits (i, a)-th diagonal entry. The roots of G with respect
to T are the characters

Xi,a - x j.b «i, a) i= (j, b); 1~ i,j ~ n, 1~ a, b ~ d).

From this the restriction cP(T, G) -> <1>(S, G) is easy to describe, namely: the
roots Xi,. - xi,b(a i= b) restrict to zero and xi,a - Xj,b (1 ~ a,b ~ d) to
J'i - Yj(i i= j).
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Let G' = SLn(D). The isomorphism Mn(D) -4MniK) maps it onto SLniK).
It is a k-form of SLnd. For each field k' between k and K, the group SLn(D)(k')
is known to be generated by the unipotent subgroups Uj,j(k') and to be the
derived group ofG(k'). The group G is the almost direct product of its center
and of G'. Hence the latter has k-rank n - 1. The group G (resp. G') is k-split
if and only if d = 1. Then G = GL II and G' = SLn •

23.3 The symplectic group SP2m' Let V be a finite dimensional vector space
over K endowed with a k-structure, n the dimension of V, and F a bilinear
form on V(k) which is alternating, i.e. F(x, x) = 0 for all XE V(k), and defined
over k, i.e. k-valued on V(k). If p t= 2, our assumption is equivalent to
F(x,y) + F(y,x) =0 for all X,YE V. In characteristic two, F is symmetric. We
assume F to be non-degenerate, which forces n to be even, say n= 2m.
As is well-known, V(k) has a symplectic basis (e ±a(i = 1, ... ,m), i.e. such
that

(1) F(ej,L j) = I (i=I, ... m), F(e±i,e±)=O if it=j.

The group G of elements in GL( V) preserving F is the symplectic group
SP2m' It is defined over k. The torus S consisting of the transformations
ejI-->Sjej,Ljl-->sj-ILj is k-split and a maximal torus of G. We let (ya be the
basis of X*(S) such that S)'i is Sj in the previous notation. Let L j be the
subgroup of G leaving [ej,L;] stable and fixing the other basis vectors. It
is isomorphic to SL2 , centralizes the kernel of Yj, its upper triangular
unipotent subgroup is stable under S, and corresponds to the root 2y;- Let
it=j. The two subspaces Ej,j=[ej,eJ and E_j,_j=[e_j,e_ j] are in duality
with respect to F and isotropic for F. The subgroup of G which leaves these
two subspaces stable and fixes the other basis vectors contains SL2 , acting
by the identity representation on Ej •j and the contragredient representation
on E_j,_j' It centralizes the kernel of Yi- Yj in S. Its upper triangular
unipotent subgroup is associated to the root Yi - Yj' Similarly, by considering
[ej,LJ and [e_j,eJ, we produce a unipotent subgroup associated to the
root Yj + Yi- On the other hand, it is easily checked, and well-known, that
SP2m is of dimension m(2m + 1). Therefore we have produced all the roots,
up to sign, and get the root system of type Cm' We leave it to the reader to
check that the parabolic k-subgroups are the stability groups of the rational
isotropic flags.
We have tacitly assumed that G is connected. This can be deduced for
instance from the classical fact that G is generated by transvections, and each
of those is contained in a one-dimensional unipotent subgroup isomorphic
to Ga (see e.g. [D: II, §5]). It is also an immediate consequence of the previous
discussion, which we temporarily view as applying to GO. First it is easily
seen that S is its own centralizer in G. By the conjugacy of maximal tori,
any connected component of G contains an element n normalizing S. Int 11
induces an automorphism of the root system Cm' But the latter has no
automorphism except those given by its Weyl group, whence the existence
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of n'EGO normalizing S such that n"n- 1 centralizes S, whence nEGo. We also
see that G c SL( V) since S c SL( V), obviously.

23.4 Orthogonal groups (p # 2). We assume here p # 2. Let V be a finite
dimensional vector space over K endowed with a k-structure, Q a quadratic
form on V defined over k and F the associated symmetric bilinear form. We
assume F to be non-degenerate. Let G = SO(Q) be the special orthogonal
group ofQ, i.e. the group of linear transformations of determinant one leaving
Q, (or, equivalently, F) invariant.
Recall that Q is said to be isotropic over k if it is vanishes on some non-zero

element of V(k) and anisotropic over k otherwise. We claim first that Q is
isotropic over k if and only if G is isotropic over k (20.1).
Assume first G to be isotropic over k and let S be a non-trivial k-split

subtorus of G. There exists a non-trivial character A of Sand VE V(k) - {O}
such that S' v = SA. V for all SES. Then Q(v) = 0 since, on the one hand,
Q(s'v) = Q(v) and on the other s·v = SA· V implies Q(s'v) = SH· V for all SES.

Therefore Q is isotropic over k. Now assume the latter. Then V is the direct
sum of a hyperbolic plane E defined over k and of the orthogonal complement
E' of E. There exists a k-basis e\,e Z of E such that

(I) F(e\,e\)=F(ez,ez)=O and F(e 1,eZ)=1.

Then the transformations s(x), (xEK*) defined by

(2) s(x)'e\=x'e"s(x)'ez=x-\ez s(x)·f=f (fEE')

belong to G and form a k-split torus, hence G is isotropic over k.
From now on, assume that Q is isotropic over k and let q be its Witt index

over k (dimension of a maximal isotropic subspace defined over k). By Witt's
theorem, V(k) contains q linearly independent hyperbolic planes H \, ... ,H q

and the restriction Qo of Q to the orthogonal complement Vo of their direct
sum is anisotropic. On Hi we choose a basis (e;,en _ q +;) satisfying the same
conditions as (e\,e z) in (1) (i= 1, ... q) and let eq +I> ... ,en - q be a basis of
Vo(k). Then it is clear (see (2) above) that the diagonal torus consisting of
elements with diagonal entries

(3)

is a q-dimensional k-split subtorus of G. We claim it is maximal k-split.
Indeed, if T is a torus of G containing S, it leaves the fixed point set Vo of
S stable; if it is k-split, its restriction to Vo is a k-split torus contained in
SO(Qul, hence is reduced to the identity by our initial remark, which implies
that T = S. Therefore q = rkG. We identify SO(Qo) to the subgroup of G
leaving fixed ei for i~[q + 1, n - q]. Then !!ZG(S) = S x SO(Qo)'

If q = [nI2], then Vo is zero- or one-dimensional, SO(Qo) is reduced to the
identity, !!ZG(S) = S, hence S is a maximal torus of G. Therefore G is k-split.
If n = 2q + 2, then SO(Qo) is commutative, !!ZG(S) is a maximal torus ::::l S
and the minimal parabolic k-subgroups are Borel subgroups, hence G is



V.23 Examples 257

quasi-split over k. If n > 2q + 2, then SO(Qo) is not commutative and G is
not quasi-split.
We denote by Yi the character of S such that sY; = Si is the i-th diagonal

entry of S (i = 1, ... , q). With respect to the basis (e i ) of gIn' the weights of
S for the adjoint action in gIn are given by the following table

[1, q] [q + l,n - q] [n-q+l,n]

j

(4) [l,q] Yi- Yj Yi Yi + Yj-n+q
[q + l,n - q] -Yi 0 Yj-n+q
[n-q+l,n] - Yi-n+q - Yj - Yi-n+q - Yi-n+q + Yj-n+q'

We may assume the e/s (q < i;£ n - q) chosen so that Qo is diagonal. Then
so is the associated form Fo to Qo' We write the elements of Mn(K) in block
form, as 3 x 3 matrices corresponding to the above partition of [I,n]. Then
F has entries (Iq' Fo , 1q) on the second diagonal, where 1q is the q x q identity
matrix. The Lie algebra g of G is the subalgebra of gIn given by

(5) g = {A = gIn IA .F + F" A = O}.

(6)

Writing A = (A o•b) (1 ~ a, b ~ 3), we get from (5)

A t ,3 + 'A t •3 = A t ,2' F 0 + 'A 2 ,3 = Au + 'A 3 .3 = 0

A 2.2·Fo + F.. 'A 2.2= 0

A 3 . 2 ·Fo +'A2 ,t =A 3 ,t +'A 3 •t =0.

From this and (4) we see that the k-roots of G with respect to S are

(7)

Yi - Yii '# j), with multiplicity one,

± (Yi + y)(i '# j) with multiplicity one,

with multiplicity n - 2q.

Therefore (/)(S, G) is of type D q if n = 2q, of type Bq otherwise.
If we add to (6) the conditions

(8) A 2 ,t = A 3•1 =0, Au upper triangular,

then we get the Lie algebra of a minimal parabolic k-subgroup. It is the
isotropy subgroup of the full isotropic flag over k

ret] c [e t ,e2] c .. · c [e t ,e2, ... ,eq ].

The standard parabolic k-subgroups are the stabilizers of the rational
isotropic flags VI C C Va' where Vi is of dimension d(i) and spanned by

e l , ,ed!i) (1 ~ d(l) < d(2) < ... < deal ~ q).
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It follows from Witt's theorem that the parabolic k-subgroups are the stability
groups of the rational isotropic flags in V.

Remarks. As in 23.3, we have implicitely assumed that G is connected. Again,
this follows easily from the previous discussion, viewed as applying to GO.
To see this we may assume that k = K, hence q = [nI2]. We have already
remarked that S is its own centralizer. If n is odd, the argument is the same
as for the symplectic group. Let now n = 2q be even. If q = 1, then using the
basis e l , e2 of(1), we see that G = GL 1 • Let now q > 1. A connected component
of G contains an element n normalizing S. Moreover, after multiplying n by
an element of A'

o

GQ(S), we may assume that it leaves stable the set of positive
roots for a given ordering, hence that it permutes the elements of a set .1 of
simple roots. In the previous notation, we may take for .1 the set consisting
of the roots Yi - Yi+ 1 (i = 1, .. 0' q - 1) and Yq_1 + Yq. Then Int n leaves
pointwise fixed the one-dimensional torus So on which these simple roots
take equal values. It follows that So is given by the relations

Sj=S~=il (i=I, .. o,q-l),sq=l.

In particular, the characters Sb Si- 1 are distinct on So' Therefore Int n leaves
invariant the lines k· ej (i i= q, q + 1) and the plane spanned by eq, eq+ I' This
implies nES, in particular nEGO.

23.5 Quadratic forms in characteristic two. Our next goal is the discussion
of orthogonal groups in characteristic two. As a preliminary, we collect here
a few notions and facts on quadratic forms in characteristic two (see [D]
for instance).
Let again V be a finite dimensional vector space over K, of dimension n,

endowed with a k-structure. A quadratic form on V(k) is a k-valued function
satisfying the identity

(1) Q(a'x + h·y) = a2Q(x) + b2Q(y) + a'b'F(x,Y), (a,bEk,x,YE V(k)),

where F is a bilinear form on V(k), which is determined by Q since (1) implies

(2) F(x, y) = Q(x + y) + Q(x) + Q(y) (x, yEV(k)).

We also see from (1) that

(3) Q(a' x) = a2
. Q(x) (aEk, XE V(k))

(4) F(x,x)=O (xEV(k))

hence F is alternating. Its rank is even and will be denoted 2m. We let VO
be the radical of its extension to V. It is defined over k.
The form Q is said to be non-degenerate if Q(x) i= 0 for every XE VO(k) - {O}.
We always assume this to be the case. Then d = n - 2m is called the defect
of Q. We also assume d ~ I. Therefore d = 0 if n = 2m is even, d = I if
n = 2m + I is odd. We also view Q as a quadratic form on V by extension
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of scalars. Clearly, as a form on V, it is still non-degenerate, of defect ~ 1.
If (e I , ... , en) is a basis of V, then a simple induction from (I) shows that

(5)
i=n

Q(xl·el+···+xn·en)=L xi·Q(ej)+ L xj·x/F(ej,eJ
i= 1 1 ~i<j;£n

If n is odd, we assume en to span VO. Then, given F, it is easily seen that
(5) defines a non-degenerate quadratic form of defect ~ 1 for any set of values
Q(e j) such that Q(en) #- 0 if n is odd.
A subspace E c V is singular for Q if Q is zero on E. We see again from

(1) that if A and B are two singular subspaces orthogonal with respect to F,
then their sum is singular. In particular the sum of two singular vectors
orthogonal with respect to F is singular. Let us say that a two-dimensional
subspace E of V is hyperbolic if it has a basis e, I such that
(6) Q(e) = Q(.f) = 0 F(e,f) = 1.

(7)

In the associated coordinates XI' X2 on E we have

Q(x,x) = XI ·X2, F(x,y) = XI ·Y2 + X2·Yl'

(x = xle + xd,Y = yle +hi).

It is again true (see [D]) that a non-singular plane in V(k) containing a
non-zero singular element of V(k) is hyperbolic. From this we see that if q
is the maximal dimension of a singular subspace in V(k), then there exist q
hyperbolic planes Hj(l ~ i ~ q) defined over k, and orthogonal with respect
to F. The integer q is called the index ofQ, and Q is anisotropic over k ifq = o.

23.6 Orthogonal groups in characteristic two. We go on with the setup of 23.5
and denote by G the orthogonal group O(Q) of Q, i.e. the subgroup ofGL(V)
preserving Q. It automatically belongs to SL(V), as will be clear below. It
preserves F, as follows from 23.5 (2), hence also vo, and is the identity
on vo.
Let n = 2m> 3. Fix a symplectic basis (eJ of V(k) for F. We assume that

(1) F(ej,em+i)= 1 for l~i~m, F(ei,e)=O if j-i#-±m.

i.e., written as a 2 x 2 matrix of m-blocks, F is given by

(2) F= C: I;), (Im:m x m identity matrix).

G is a subgroup of SP2m = Sp(F). H follows from 23.5 that gESp(F) belongs
to G if and only Q(g(e)) = Q(e) for j = 1, ... , 2m. i.e. if 9 = (gj) satisfies the
conditions

(3)
;:n

L g;'jQ(e;) + L gj,/gm+i.j = Q(e) (j = I, ... , 2m).
;=1 l;£i~m

We claim that G is defined over k. It is the intersection of SP2m, which is
defined over k, and of the 2m irreducible quadrics Qj, defined by (3), also
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defined over k; it suffices therefore to show that these varieties are smooth
at I and intersect properly there. If we write a 2n x 2n matrix in n x n blocks,

then the Lie algebra of SP2m consists of the matrices ( X J X2) satisfying
the conditions X 3 X 4

(4) I X I + X 4 = I X 2 + X 2 = I X 3 + X 3 = 0,

(which translate the relation I X' F + F· X = 0). On the other hand, the tangent
space at I to Qjis the coordinate hyperplane X m + j .j = 0 if) ~ m and X j - m .j = 0
if.i > m. Therefore the intersection is proper. This also shows that the Lie
algebra 9 of G consists of the matrices satisfying (4), in which moreover X 2

and X 3 have zeroes on the diagonal. This is independent of the values of Q
on the basis vectors. Therefore, the Lie algebras of the groups O(Q), where
Q runs through the quadratic forms with associated form F, coincide. If Q
has maximal index m, then Q(e j ) =0 for all i and

(5)

We let 02m denote its orthogonal group.
Let now n= 2m + I, and n the canonical projection V -> VIva = VI' The

form F induces a non-degenerate alternating form on VI' which we also
denote by F. We choose a basis (eJ of V(k) such that ell spans va and the
e;'s (i ~ 2m) project onto a basis of V1(k) satisfying (I). Then the e;'s also
satisfy (I) and moreover F(ej,ell ) = 0 for i ~ 2m. Consequently gEGL(V)
belongs to G if and only if it fixes ell' preserves F and satisfies the same
conditions (3) as before. Let us write an element ofGL(V) fixing ell in the form

(6)

where a is a 1 x 2m matrix, 0 the 2m zero column vector and A a 2m x 2m
matrix. Then 9 preserves F if and only if A belongs to SP2m' Let Gibe the
group of such matrices. It is defined over k, and its Lie algebra consists of
matrices

(

XI X2 Om)
X J X 4 Om
a; a2 0

where a l ,a2 are 1 x m matrices, Om the m x 1 zero matrix, and the X;'s are
m x m matrices satisfying (4). A computation of tangent spaces identical to
the previous one shows again that the intersection of Gland of the quadrics
Qj is proper and that the Lie algebra of G is the set of matrices (6) where
the X j form the Lie algebra of 02m' Here again, the orthogonal groups of
the non-degenerate forms of defect one with associated form F have all the
same Lie algebra. If Q(eJ = 0 for i ~ 2m, then q = m and Q is given by

Q(x) = x;Q(ell ) + I X;'Xm+i-
1 ~j ~m
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We let 0" be the corresponding orthogonal group, when Q(e,,) = 1.
The projection n induces a k-morphism G --> SPZm' We claim it is a purely

inseparable isogeny. Incidentally, this will show that G is connected, since
SPlm is so (by 23.3). Assume n(g) is the identity. Then g-ei = ej + e(e" for
i ~ 2m and, since F(ei> ell) = 0, we have

Q(e j ) = Q(g- e;} = Q(e;} + c;.Q(eo)' (i = I, ... , 2m),

hence ci = 0. On the other hand, g'e" = ell' hence g is the identity. Therefore n is
injective. It is surjective already for dimensional reasons. A bit more strongly,
it can be checked directly that if k is perfect, then n(k): G(k) --> SPzm(k) is
surjective: In fact, any element hESPlm(k) defines hi EGI(k) in the obvious
manner. We still dispose of the 2m first entries of the last row to modify hi
to an element gEG having the same image as hi under n. The conditions for
this are

Q(h J 'ei + a".ie,,) = Q(e;}, (i = 1, ... ,2m),

which can be written

a;.i· Q(ell ) + Q(h l . e;} = Q(e;}, (i = 1, ... , 2m),

an equation which can be solved uniquely since k is assumed perfect and

Q(e,,) -1= °
The previous considerations show that dn maps 9 onto the Lie algebra of

0lm' therefore the kernel of dn is 2m-dimensional. It consists of the matrices
for which Xi = 0 (i = 1, ... ,4) in the above notation, therefore it is com­
mutative, made up of nilpotent elements.
In view of the existence of hyperbolic planes, the proof that the index q

of Q is equal to the k-rank of G is exactly the same as in 23.3. We assume
now q ~ 1 and want to show that the k-root system is the same as when
p -1= 2, and also determine explicitely the kernel of dn when n is odd.
Choose q hyperbolic planes HI"'" H q defined over k. Let Vo be the

orthogonal complement to their direct sum, with respect to F. It contains
VO and is defined over k. Let (e Zi _I' el;) be a standard k-basis of Hi (see 23.3
(6)). We complete (ei) (i = 1, ... , 2q) by a k-basis of Vo to get a basis which is
a symplectic basis if n = 2m, such that ell spans VO and the ei (i ~ 2m) project
to a symplectic basis of VI = VIV" if n is odd. Then, in the corresponding
coordinates Xi> Q has the form

(7)
i=t1

Q(x)= I xJ'Q(e;}+ I XZi-I'Xli'
i = Zq + I I ;;; i ;;; m

Since q is the index, the restriction of Q to Vo is anisotropic over k. Let S
be the k-split torus consisting of diagonal matrices with entries
(Sj,S;l, ... ,Sq,S;I, 1, ... ,1) and let, as before YjEX*(S) be the character
assigning Si to s.
The Lie algebra of G is that of 0", described explicitely earlier, from which

it is clear that if q ~ 2, then ± Yi ± Yj (I ~ i <j ~ q) is a k-root. If n = 2m = 2q,



262 Rationality Questions v

then, for dimensional reasons, these are all the k-roots and lP(S, G) is of type
Dm• Let now n> 2q. Fix i ~ q and j > 2q, and let Ei•j be the space spanned
by e2i-I' e2i and ej . The restriction of Q to Ei.j is the standard 3-form

(8) Q(x) = x2i - 1 .X2i + x]-Q(ej)'

and Q(e) #- 0 since Q is anisotropic over k on V". The subgroup H i•j of G
which fixes the eo's for a#- 2i - I, 2i, j is isomorphic to 03' The group Hi,j
is normalized by S and centralizes the kernel of Yi- Let U(a) be the 3 x 3

::triX given byUral ~ U,)a)~ (a2.~(e) ~ ~) (aEK).

a 0 I

The V(a) form a one-dimensional unipotent k-subgroup V i,j' k-isomorphic
to Ga. It is easily checked that it belongs to Hi.j . Indeed, this amounts to
show that

Q(e2i - 1+ a2·Q(eJe2i + a'e,;) = Q(e2i- Jl = 0

'U(a)' F 3' U(a) = F 3'

where F 3 is the matrix of the restriction of F to Ei,j' which is immediate.
Let s(t) be the diagonal 3 x 3 matrix with entries t, t -I, l. Then we have

s(t)· U(a)' s(t -I) = U(t - 1'a)(aE K, tEK*)

which shows that G has the root - Yi with respect to S. Since j is arbitrary
in (2q + 1, n], this proves that - Yi has at least the multiplicity n - 2q. On
the other hand, the centralizer of S is S x O(Q,,) where Q" is the restriction
ofQ to V". Adding up its dimension to those of the root spaces already found
yields the dimension n(n - 1)/2 of O(Q). Therefore, if n > 2q, the root system
lP(S, G) is of type Bq , where ±Yi has multiplicity n - 2q (I ~ i ~ q) and
±Yi ±Yj has multiplicity one (1 ~ i <j ~ q).
To describe the kernel of dn, for n odd, we may assume k algebraically

closed, hence m = q and Q(e,,) = 1. Now ± Yi has multiplicity one and occurs
in Hi,,,, in the previous notation. The isogeny n maps Vi,,,(a) onto the matrix

and Hi." onto SL2 . Therefore n(Vi...l is the root group corresponding to the
root - 2Yi in the symplectic group, and the restriction of n to U i.1I is the
map af--->a2

. Hence the Lie algebra of V i .1I belongs to the kernel of dn, and
ker dn is the sum of the Lie algebras of the root groups corresponding to
the roots ± Yi (i = 1, ... ,m).

23.7 Division algebras with involutions. We collect here a few known notions
and facts on division algebras with involution, to be used in the next section.
We again assume p #- 2.
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Recall that an involution (1:aJ---+a" of an algebra A over a field E is an
antiautomorphism of order ~ 2, i.e. a E-linear bijection of A onto itself
satisfying the conditions

(a' b)" = b"'a", (12 = I (a, beA).

It defines an isomorphism of A onto its opposite algebra AO. It is said to be
of the first (resp. second) kind if it is (resp. is not) the identity on the center
of A. The algebra A is always assumed to have an identity so that E is
identified to a subfield of the center fixed under (J.

Let now D be a finite dimensional K-algebra defined over k, such that
D(k) is a division algebra over its center k', whose degree over k' is denoted
d, endowed with an involution (J. We shall assume to be in one of the
following cases:

(i) k' = k. Then (J is necessarily of the first kind. Under the isomorphism

D:= D(k) ®K = MAK)
k

the involution (J extends to one of D. Since Xf->'X is already one, there
exists, by the Skolem-Noether theorem, an element JED* such that

X"=J·'x·r l (XeD):

The relation X"" = Id implies that J.'J- 1 is central in D, hence of the form
b'ld (beK*). But then it follows from J = b.rJ that b2 = I, hence

'J=[)J (b=±I)

which implies

J" = [)J.

We shall say that (J is of type b. Let D± be the eigenspace of (J in D for the
eigenvalue ± 1. It is defined over k and D =D + tBD -. The dimension ofD­
is that of the subgroup of elements in D* ,;;, GLiK) which are fixed under
the automorphism gf->(g") - I, i.e. such that gJ'g = J. It is an orthogonal (resp.
symplectic) group if b = I (resp. b= - I), hence of dimension d(d - 1)/2 (resp.
d(d + 1)/2)). It follows that
(I) y-J-'g=J,dimD± =d(d±b)/2.

In particular, the two types of involution of the first kind are distinguished
by the dimension of D+ .

Let UED*. It is readily checked that r:Xf->UX"U- 1 is an involution if
and only if U" = eU, where e= ± I and that, in that case, r is of type eb.
Now (J is the identity if and only if d = 1. If d > I, both D+ and D - are -# 0,
hence if D(k) possesses an involution, then it has involutions of both types.
In particular d is always even (in fact, A. Albert has shown that it is a power
of two).
(ii) (J is of the second kind and its fixed point set on k' is k. Then k' is
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a separable quadratic extension of k and a induces on it the non-trivial
automorphism of k' over k. Under the natural extension of a to k' Q5)K,

k

trivial on the second factor, the latter may be identified to the direct sum of
two copies of K exchanged by a. Similarly, a extends to D(k)Q5)K and the

k

latter can be identified to the direct sum of two copies of MiK) on which
a acts by (x, Y)f-+('Y, 'x).

23.8 e-a-hermitian forms. We keep the notation and assumptions of the
previous section. Let V(k) be a finite dimensional right vector space over
D(k) and n its dimension. We view it as the space of k-points of the K-vector
space V = V(k)Q5)K.

k

Let 10 = ± l. An e-a-hermitian form F on V(k) is a map F: V(k) x V(k) -> D(k)
which is additive in each argument and satisfies moreover the conditions:

(I) F(x'a,y'b)=ao'F(x,y)'b, F(y,x)=eF(x,yt (x,YEV(k);a,hED(k)).

Let (eJ be a basis of V(k) over D(k). To F is associated the matrix (F;)
where Fij = F(e;, e), which we also denote by F, and the value of F on x, y,
viewed as column vectors, can be written IXO. F· y. The second condition of
(1) is equivalent to F being e-a-hermitian, i.e. to

(2)

We always assume F to be non-degenerate, i.e. F(x, V(k)) = 0 implies x = 0
(xEV(k)).
The form is hermitian if 10 = 1, antihermitian if c = - l. If a is of the second
kind, there is no essential difference between the two because if cEk' is such
that CO = - c, and F is e-a-hermitian, then c· F is -e-a-hermitian.
Let now a be of the first kind. If d = 1, an anti hermitian (resp. hermitian)

form is a symplectic (resp. symmetric) form. Let d> 1. Then a is of one of
two types t5 = I, -1, and 10 has two values. A priori, this gives four possibilities
but the two for which lOb has a given value are equivalent. More precisely, let
cED(k) be such that CO = - c and assume a to be of type b. Then, as remarked
above xt---+xr=c'xo'c- 1 is an involution of type -b. It is readily checked
that if F is c-a-hermitian, then C" F is - c-r-hermitian.
An element XE V(k) is isotropic if F(x, x) = O. The form F is isotropic over

k if there exists such an x i= 0, anisotropic otherwise. A subspace of V(k) is
isotropic if the restriction of F to it is identically zero. In particular, it consists
of isotropic vectors. A hyperbolic plane in V(k) is a two-dimensional subspace
spanned by two isotropic vectors x, y such that F(x, y) = 1. With respect to
the associated coordinates, F has the form

(3) F(x,y) = x~· Y2 + f;X~'Yl'

It is well-known that any non-degenerate, non-isotropic two-plane containing
a non-zero isotropic vector is hyperbolic (cf. [0]).
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(6)

The index q of F (over k) is the maximum of the dimensions of isotropic
subspaces of V(k). Assume q ~ 1. Using the existence of hyperbolic planes
recalled above, we see that V can be written as the direct sum of q mutually
orthogonal hyperbolic planes HI' ... ,Hq and of their orthogonal complement
Vo' The restriction Fo of F to Vo is non-degenerate and anisotropic. In Hi
we choose isotropic vectors ej, eq+j such that F(e j , eq+J = 1. We complete
(eJ (i ~ 2q) to a basis of V by adding one of Vo, with respect to which Fo is
diagonal, which can obviously be done. Then F has the form

i-q
(4) F(x,y)= L Xf'yq+i+SX~+i'Yi+ L Xf'C;'Yi,

i = I i> 2q

where

(5) C j = F(e j , eJ, hence C j # 0, cf = SCi' (i = 2q + 1, ... , n).

Conversely, the right-hand side of (4), under the condition (5), defines a
non-degenerate s-a-hermitian form of index at least q. In these coordinates
F is given by the matrix

(

0 lq 0) (C
Zq

+ 1 )
F = d q 0 0 , where C = ". 0.

o 0 C ° Cn

Of course, if a is of the first kind, d = 1 and S= - 1, the conditions of (5) are
incompatible and n = 2q, as is well-known. But, in all other cases, (5) can be
fulfilled and there is no limitation on n.

23.9. Unitary groups. The unitary group of F in V(k) is the group of
D(k)-linear transformations of V(k) which preserve F. Denote it U(F, k). Its
intersection with SLn(D)(k) is the special unitary group SU(F, k). In matrix
form, these groups are defined by

(1) U(F, k) = {X EGLn(D(k»I'XO"' F· X = F}, SU(F,k) = U(F, k)nSLn(D).

If a is of the second kind, and cEk' satisfies cO" = - c, then U(F, k) = U(c- F, k).
If a is of the first kind, and d> 1, let again cED(k) be such that cO" = - C and
, = (Int c)oa. We noticed earlier that if a of type b, then, is of type - band
if F is s-a-hermitian, then cF is -s-,-hermitian. Moreover, it is immediately
checked that U(F, k) = U(cF, k), so we could limit ourselves to one value of
s if a is of the second kind or a is of the first kind and d> 1, but this would
not bring any simplification in the later discussion.
We want to view these groups as groups of k-points of algebraic k-groups.

We extend F to V, viewed as a right D-module, in the obvious way and let
U(F) (resp. SU(F) be the group of invertible transformations of V preserving
F. In matrix form, its elements are given by (1), where D(k) is replaced by D.
Recall that D is isomorphic to MAK) (resp. Md(K)EjjMAK» if a is of the

first (resp. second) kind. From this we get a natural embedding of U(F) in
GLnd(K) (resp. GLZnd (K» so that the condition (I) translates to a set of
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quadratic equations on the coefficients of the image with coefficients in k.
Therefore U(F) and SU(F) are k-closed.
The condition F(x, x) = 0 is equivalent to a set of d2 (resp. 2d2

) quadratic
equations with coefficients in k in nd2 (resp. 2nd2

) variables. Therefore if
n ~ 2, there are always non-trivial isotropic vectors with coefficients in K.
But these equations define a k-variety, as is readily seen by putting F in
diagonal form, so that there are isotropic vectors already with coefficients
in ks . In other words, we can put F in the form 23.8(4), with n - 2q ~ I, and
c" = I, if n = 2q + 1, c = 1, over ks• Then it is clear that U(F) and SU(F) are
defined over ks• Being k-closed, they are already defined over k.
From now on, we let G stand for SU(F). As in the previous cases, we see

that if XE V(k) spans a line Kx stable under a k-split torus, on which the
latter acts non-trivially, then x is isotropic. On the other hand, if F has index
q ~ 1, then, in the coordinates underlying 23.8 (4), the diagonal matrices with
entries

(SI, ... ,Sq,S;I, ... ,Sq-I,I, ... ,l), (sjEK*, i= 1, ... ,q)

from a q-dimensional k-split subtorus S to G. From this we see that S is
maximal k-split, hence that q is equal to the k-rank of G. As before, let Yi
be the character of S which assigns Si to S (/ ~ i ~ q). To describe the k-roots
and their multiplicities we go over to the Lie algebra. The condition for
X EsI,,(D) to belong to the Lie algebra 9 of G is

(2) 'X'" F + F· X = O.

We write X as a 3 x 3 block matrix- corresponding to the partition

[l,q], [q+ 1,2q], [2q+ 1,n]

of n. An easy computation shows that (2) is equivalent to the set of conditions
(3), (4):

(3)

(4)

C'X~1 +X21 ='X~1 +X22='X~2+cXI2=O

'X;l'C + X Z3 = 'X;z,C + C'X I3 = 'X;3· C + ex 33 = 0
From (3), we see that the entries of X 12 and X ZI above the diagonal are

arbitrary, and determine those below the diagonal. On the other hand, the
diagonal entries of X 12 and X 21 satisfy the relation

(5) a"+o·a=O.

This shows first that if 1 ~ i <j ~ q, then ± Yi ± Yj is a root of multiplicity
d2 (resp. 2dz) if (J is of the first (resp. second) kind.
The space corresponding to 2Yi (resp. - 2Yi) is the i-th diagonal entry of

X 12 (resp. X ZI)' In view of (5), it is the eigenspace D -, of (J with eigenvalue
- c on D. In the notation of23.7, it is of dimension d(d - 1)/2 if cb = 1, of dimen­
sion d(d + 1)/2 if cb = - 1, if (J is of the first kind. In particular, this root does
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not occur if d = 1 and ei5 = 1, but it does in all other cases. If a is of the
second kind, then the elements of D are pairs (x, y) of elements of Md(K) and
(5) amounts to y = - e·/x. This defines a space of dimension d2

, hence 2Yi
has multiplicity d2 in that case.
Assume now n > 2q. In gln(D), the matrices with coefficients zero outside
the i-th row of X 13 and the i-th column of X 13 form the eigenspace for S
with character Sj' Taking (4) into account, we see that the root Sj occurs in
9 with multiplicity (n - 2q)d2 (resp. 2(n - 2q)d2

) if a is of the first (resp. second)
kind. In short we have shown:
(a) If a is of the first kind of type 15, ei5 = 1 and d = 1, then <1>(S, G) is of type

Dq (resp. Bq) if n = 2q (resp. n > 2q).
(b) In the other cases, <1>(S, G) is of type Cq(resp. BCq) ifn = 2q (resp. n > 2q).

Remarks. (1) Let a be of the first kind. If d = 1, then, as already remarked,
we get back over K the special orthogonal group if e = 1, the symplectic
group if e = - 1. Let now d> 1. Let us denote by I n•t the matrix Fin 23.8(6)
for n - 2q ~ 1 (and en = 1 if n = 2q + 1). We identify Mn(D) to Mn(K)®Md(K).
The form F can be written in d x d blocks as In,t® I d' Furthermore, since
the J in the definition of a can be replaced by A'J,lA (AEGLd(K», we may
assume a to be XH'X if a is of type 1 and XHJd,_I"X 'J;;~ 1 if a is of type
- 1. Our computations show that 9 is the Lie algebra of the subgroup of
SLn(D) which preserves J n.r.® I d if 15 = 1, and J n,r.® J d, _ 1 if 15 = - 1. Therefore
G is the symplectic group SPnd if ei5 = - 1, the orthogonal group Sand if
ei5 = 1.
Let a be of the second kind. Then Mn(D) is the direct sum of two copies

of Mnd(K). It is clear that there exists a bijection v of MniK), whose square
is the identity, such that XHX" is of the form (X,Y)H(V(Y), v(x). The Lie
algebra 9 is the subalgebra of the direct sum of two copies of slnAK) consisting
of the matrices (x, v(x». Therefore G is K-isomorphic to SLnd(K).
(2) In 23.7-23.9 we have left out the case p = 2. If 15 is of the second kind,
there is little change if we assume F to be a hermitian "trace form", i,e, F(x, x)
is of the form a + a"(aED(k» for all XE V(k) (cf [D]), If a is of the first kind,
then, as in 23.5, one has to adopt a different framework, Once this is done
the results are similar. In fact, [T2] offers a treatment valid in all
characteristics.
(3) The above provides many k-forms of the classical groups. To see how
they fit in the classification, we refer to [Ti 1]: 23,2 gives the forms 1An there,
and 23.8, for a of the second kind, the groups of type 2A~~~, If a is of the
first kind, then 23.8 gives the groups C(d) if ei5 = 1, the groups 2D(d) if ei5 = 1.

n,q n,q

If d = 1, e = I, we get the type Bnq, 1D~~~ in 23.3, 23,5. We refer to [W] for
a systematic description of the classical groups in terms of algebras with
involutions, from which much is borrowed in 23.7-23.9. The discussion in
[W] is made assuming p = 1, but is valid for p # 2, It is reformulated in
[Ti 2] so as to hold also for p = 2,



268 Rationality Questions

§24. Survey of Some Other Topics

v

This second edition is an "enlargement" of the first one, but in a limited way,
the only one the author could contemplate at this time. A more comprehensive
exposition would have to include many other topics. To orient the reader,
we survey briefly here two of them, without proofs, but with references. We
have also included a discussion of real reductive groups with some proofs,
mainly to relate the "restricted" root system and Weyl group of Lie theory
to the relative ones introduced in §21.

A. Classification
24.1 Classification over K. Let G be a connected semi-simple group, T a
maximal torus, and (/) = (/)(T, G) the set of roots of G with respect to T. We
have seen in §14 that (/) is a reduced root system in the rational vector space
X(T)Q = X(T)@Q. Let Q= Q((/)) be the sublattice of X(T)Q generated by

z
the roots and P = P((/)) the sublattice of weights, i.e. of elements },EX(T)Q
for which 2(A, a)(a, a) - I EZ for all aE (/), where ( , ) is any positive non­
degenerate scalar product invariant under the Weyl group. Then
Q c X(T)c P.
Let us call "diagram" the datum D = ((/), i) consisting of a reduced root

system in a rational vector space V and of a lattice intermediary between
P( (/)) and Q( (/)). An isomorphism of the diagram D' onto the diagram D is
the obvious notion: An isomorphism of the ambiant vector spaces V'':' V
mapping (/)' onto (/) and i' onto r We shall consider more generally a
class of maps to be called here isogenies, too (Chevalley speaks of special
isomorphisms). An isogeny or p-isogeny (p prime or equal to I) from D' to
D is an isomorphism }.: V'':' V of the ambiant vector spaces mapping 1'into
i, such that there exists a bijection v: (/).:. (/)' and for each tXE (/) a natural
integer m2 satisfying the conditions },(I'(a)) = pm'.a. Under those conditions,
the map W'~AW').-l defines an isomorphism of the Weyl group W' of (/)'
onto the Weyl group W of C/J, and m

2
is W -invariant.

With this terminology, we can say that §14 provides a map from groups
to diagrams, call it (5, which assigns the diagram D(G, T)=(C/J(T,G),X(T))
to (G, T). More generally, to an isogeny W(G, T)->(G', 1") is naturally
associated a p-isogeny D(G', 7") -> D(G, T), where p is the characteristic
exponent of K. It is defined by the comorphism X(1")->X(T) associated to
the restriction of J1 to T. It is (contravariantly) functorial with respect to
p-isogenies. If J1 is central, which is always the case if p = I, then m2 = 0 for
all ex. If p ¥ I and J1 is the m-th power of the Frobenius isogeny, then m2 = m
for all a. Assume G to be simple. [f all the roots have the same length, m2

must be constant (since W-invariant) and we are in one of the previous cases.
But there are a few cases, where p = 2,3, in which m2 takes two values. This
corresponds to the so-called exceptional isogenies, of which one example was
described in 23.6, relating in characteristic two the split orthogonal group
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SO(2n + 1) and the symplectic group SP2n' (In this case rna = 0 if tJ. is a short
root Xi ± xj(i #- j) and rna = I if tJ. is a long root 2xi .)
The classification theorem asserts that, over K, b defines a equivalence
between the category of isomorphism classes of semisimple groups and
isogenies with that of isomorphism classes of diagrams and p-isogenies.
Over C, the fact that b is a bijection is basically equivalent to the Killing­

Cartan classification of complex semi-simple Lie algebras, completed by the
description of the complex Lie groups having a given semi-simple Lie algebra,
which goes back to E. Cartan and H. Weyl. In general, the result is due to
C. Chevalley ([13], [C]).
Fix C/> and denote by G r the group with diagram (C/>, r). Write Gsc if

r = P( (/J) and Gad if r = Q(C/». The classification theorem implies in
particular that Gr is a quotient of Gsc and Gad a quotient of Gr with respect
to a central isogeny. In fact, Gad is the image of Grunder the adjoint
representation, and Gsc is the universal covering of Grin the sense that any
projective rational representation of Gr lifts to a linear one of GSC' If K =C,
then P( C/»/r may be identified to the fundamental group of Grand T/Q( C/»
to its center. We shall also say in the general case that Gsc is simply connected.
For the discussion, I shall divide the classification theorem into three

assertions:

(i) Two groups with isomorphic diagrams are isomorphic,
(ii) any diagram is the diagram of some group,
(iii) (which generalizes (i)) a p-isogeny of diagrams is associated to an
essentially unique isogeny of the groups.

Assertions (i) and (iii) are proved in the last lectures of [13]. (;) is also
established in [17] and [32], and more generally for schemes in [15]. All
these proofs proceed by a reduction to groups of rank 2, where it is then
done case by case, using the classification. An a priori proof, which applies
also to (iii), without use of classification, has been given by M. Takeuchi
[Ta] and is also presented in [J].
A proof of (ii), i.e. the existence of a group with a given diagram, is already

sketched in [13], but Chevalley comes back to it in [C], where he outlines
the principle of a general argument based on the construction of schemes
over Z. Given a diagram D, Chevalley starts from the pair of complex groups
(G, T) giving rise to it, and then constructs a suitable Z-form Z[G] of the
coordinate ring C[G] of G. The group Gover K with the given diagram is
then obtained by a suitable reduction mod p. A survey of this proof is given
in [Bl], (with one gap, corrected in the comments to that paper in [B3]
Vol. 2, p.703). [32] provides a proof operating solely over K. Again, [15]
supplies a more general treatment over schemes.

24.2 Classification over k. The problem here is, given an almost simple
K-group G, to describe the "k-forms" of G, that is, to classify, up to k­
isomorphism, the k-groups G' which are isomorphic to Gover K. There is
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no thorough treatment in the literature yet, the most complete one so far
being [Ti 1]. By known principles (lac. cit.) it essentially suffices to consider,
over the given field k, the almost k-simple groups which remain almost simple
over K, i.e. which are absolutely almost simple. It also suffices to consider
those which are either simply connected or of adjoint type. In fact, assume
G' is a k-form. We can form its diagram starting from a maximal k-torus.
Then the Galois group T of kslk operates on T, X(T), on X(T)Q and leaves
dJ, therefore also P(dJ) and Q(dJ), stable. Then the groups in the central
isogeny class over k of G' which have a k-form correspond to the lattices
between P( dJ) and Q(dJ) which are stable under r
The first step towards the classification is the consideration of the index

of a k-form, which in some way reduces the isotropic case to the anisotropic
one.
Let G' be an isotropic k-form of G. We use the notation of 21.8: S is

a maximal k-split torus of G', T a maximal k-torus containing Sand
j:X(T)-.X(S) the restriction homomorphism. We assume compatible
orderings on dJ = dJ(T, G') and kdJ = dJ(S, G') to have been chosen and let
.1, k.1 be the corresponding sets of simple roots. The groups T and G' split
over ks (8.11, 18.8). There is an operation of T on .1, to be referred to as the
Ll-action, (called the *-action in [Ti 1]), defined as follows ([Ti 1:2.3],
[4:6.2]): To iXE.1 we associate first the set of parabolic subgroups of G'
conjugate to P j _ {~) (notation of 14.17). It is a conjugacy class of proper
maximal parabolic subgroups. Let yET. Then y(P j-{.l(ks)) is the group of
ks-points of a proper maximal parabolic ks-subgroup Q. There exists therefore
a unique {3 = {3(iX)E.1 such that Q is conjugate under G'(k,) to P .1_ [Pl' Then,
by definition j}'(iX) = {3. This transformation defines in fact an automorphism
of the Dynkin diagram, i.e. of the root system. The k-index of G' consists of
the .1-action ofT, together with the set .10 of simple roots which are zero on S.

It is not difficult to describe kdJ and kWin terms of dJ, Wand the k-index
(see [Ti 1:2.5] or [4:6.13]). The quotient :!l'(S)/S is anisotropic over 1<, as
follows from 22.7, in particular §:!l'(S) is anisotropic over k. It is called the
semi-simple anisotropic kernel. By Theorem 2 in 2.7.1 of [Ti 1], G' is
determined up to k-isomorphism by its index and its semi-simple anisotropic
kernel. As a result, the determination of the k-forms of a given K-group G
is reduced to finding the possible indexes and, for a given index, the possible
associated semi-simple anisotropic kernels. We refer to [Ti 1] for a
discussion of these problems and an extensive table of k-forms described in
this way.

B. Linear Representations

24.3. Representations of complex semi-simple Lie algebras. We keep the
notation of 24.1. The Lie algebra t of T may be identified to
X *(T)K = X *(T)@K and then X(T)@K = X(T)K becomes identified to the

z z
dual t* of t. It is enough to check this for GL 1 , where it is clear. If AEX(T),
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the image of 2(8) 1 in t* is the differential d2 of }, at s. More generally,
X(T) ®K is naturally contained in K[T], since the latter is the group algebra

z
of X(T) (cf §8), and the identification of X(T)K with t* associates to those
regular functions their differentials at the identity.
Let <i:T->GL(E) be a finite dimensional rational representation. The

eigenspace E;. corresponding to 2Et* is

E;. = {xEEld<i(t)·x = 2(t)·x (tEt)}.

}, is a weight of tin E if E;. -:j:. O. The weights are the differentials of the weights
of T in E in the sense of §8. Assume p = 1, then it is clear that Ed;' = E;.
(2EX(T)). This is not so otherwise in general since two distinct weights of
T may have the same differential.
Assume now p = 1. Then X(T)Q defines a Q-form tQoft*, which is spanned

by the differential of the roots. The previous equality shows that roots may
be defined "infinitesimally" i.e. in Lie algebra terms, the Weyl group may be
viewed as a group of automorphisms of t, and the roots as elements of tQ,
forming a reduced root system in tQ.More generally, the differentials of the
weights ;.EP($) also identify to the weights of the root system in tQ. The
whole theory may be developed infinitesimally, purely in Lie algebras terms,
as was done over C by W. Killing, E. Cartan and then by many others ([10],
[18], e.g.). Fix a Borel subgroup B of G containing T and let $ + = $(T, B)
or also the set $+(t, b) of their differentials. A weight }, in tQis dominant if
(2, <x) ~ 0 for all <XE $ +. Here again ( , ) is a positive non-degenerate scalar
product on tQinvariant under the Weyl group.
Let n: 9 -> gl(E) be an irreducible finite dimensional representation of g.

The space E contains a unique line D invariant under b. The weight )." of t
in D is dominant and is the highest weight of n (i.e. any other weight is equal
to }'" minus a positive linear combination of simple roots). Moreover, nl--+},,,

defines a bijection between isomorphism classes of finite dimensional
irreducible g-modules and dominant weights. For this theorem, which goes
back to E. Cartan and H. Weyl, see e.g. [10], [18].
These representations do not always lift to representations of a given group

G with Lie algebra g. They do so precisely when A" is the differential of a
character of T.
We note also that there is a simple way to describe the highest weight of

the contragredient representation n* to n. Let i be the "opposition involution"
of t* (or of X(T)). It assigns - wo(A.) to A., where Wo is the longest element of
the Weyl group (expressed as a product of the simple reflections associated
to the basis of $ +). Then 2". = i(A,,).
Let L1 be the basis of $ contained in $ +. For <XE.1, let WaEP( $) be defined

by the conditions

2(wa,fJ)·(fi,fJ)-1 =ba•fJ (fiEL1).

The W a are the fundamental highest weights. They form a basis of P($) and
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any dominant weight (with respect to lJ) +) is a positive integral combination
of the wa's.

24.4 Linear representations of semi-simple groups. We keep the notation
G, T, B, lJ) +, ( , ) and i of the previous sections. Given },EX(T), let e be the
space of regular functions f on G satisfying the condition

f(g· b) = bi(Al.f(g) (gEG, bEB).

It can be shown to be finite dimensional and 7'=0 if and only if }. is dominant.
The group G acts on it by left translations. Let first K = C (or, slightly more
generally, p= 1). Then EA is an irreducible G-module with highest weight I.,
and Af->EA defines a bijection between dominant characters and equivalence
classes of finite dimensional irreducible representations. This is a global
version of the results of 24.3, the "Borel-WeiI" theorem [83:1, 392-396].
Without assumption on p, it is still true that A is the highest weight of EA,
(in the sense of 24.3), has multiplicity one, and that the corresponding line
DAis the only B-invariant line in EA, but EA need not be irreducible. However,
it contains a unique irreducible subspace FA., which in turn contains DA' and
the assignment Af->FA yields again a bijection between dominant characters
and equivalence classes of finite dimensional irreducible representations. This
theorem is due to C. Chevalley [13], too. Proofs are also given in [17] and
[32].
The G-module e is called a Weyl-module. Its dimension and character

are the same as those of the irreducible module so denoted for the complex
group Gc corresponding to G under the classification. When it is not
irreducible, there arise the problems of finding the character of F;' and a
Jordan-Holder series for EA. Though not completely solved, they have been
the object ofmany papers. See [H], [J] for a general discussion and numerous
references. Earlier surveys are given in [Bl] and [B2].
To a linear representation n:G~G L(E) is naturally associated a
representation of G by projective transformations of the projective space
P(E) oflines in E. It is obtained by composing n with the canonical projection
of GL(E) onto the quotient PGL(E) of GL(E) by its center, which may be
identified with the group Aut P(E) of projective transformations of P(E).
Given a line DeE, we denote by [D] the point of P(E) defined by D.
Let now E be the Weyl module E)-. Then [D A] is the only fixed point of

B in P(E'-). The orbit G[DJ is closed (being an image of GjB) and, in view
of the fixed point theorem lOA, is the only closed orbit in P(EA) (and a fortiori
in P(FA)). The stability group of DA in G may be bigger than B. If so it is a
standard parabolic group PA- It is easily seen that in the notation of 14.18,
PA is the group PJU), where J(}.) is the set of simple roots which are orthogonal
to A. Changing slightly the notation, we see that, given an irreducible
representation n:G~GL(E) of G there is associated to it a unique conjugacy
class (!}1[ of parabolic subgroups, consisting of the biggest parabolic subgroups
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having a fixed point in P(E), those fixed points forming the unique closed
orbit of G in peE).
In characteristic zero, a rational representation 0':G --+GL(E) is irreducible

if and only if its differential dO': 9 --+ g1(E) is so. This is by far not so in positive
characteristic. In fact, if p > 1, the set .itG of irreducible representations whose
differential is also irreducible is finite. To describe it, assume for simplicity
that G is simply connected. Then .itG consists of those representations n
whose highest weight Ie" is a linear combination A" = Lca(n)wa of the
fundamental highest weights with integral coefficients ca(n)E[O,p). It consists
therefore of pi elements, where I is the rank of G. Moreover, by a result of
C.W. Curtis, their differentials are, up to equivalence, all the irreducible
representations of g, viewed as a restricted Lie algebra. If the ca(n) are all
equal to p - 1, then the corresponding Weyl module is already irreducible
and provides an irreducible representation of degree pi, called the Steinberg
representation (for all this, see the above references).
In characteristic zero, the representations of G are fully reducible, but this

is not so in positive characteristic. For the purposes of invariant theory, D.
Mumford conjectured that a weaker property, "geometric reductivity", would
hold. An affine algebraic group H is geometrically reductive if, given a finite
dimensional representation n:G --+ GL(V) and a point VE V - {a} fixed under
G, there exists a G-invariant homogeneous polynomial in V which is not
zero on v (if a linear form could always be found, this would imply full
reducibility). It is easily seen that if the semi-simple groups are geometrically
reductive, then so are all groups whose identity component is reductive.
Geometric reductivity of reductive groups was proved first by C.S. Seshadri
for GL2 and then by W. Haboush in general. This condition implies that
the invariant polynomials on V separate the closed disjoint G-invariant sets
and also that the ring of invariants is finitely generated. For a discussion
and references, see Appendix 1 in [22].

24.5 Rationality questions for representations. So far the discussion of linear
representations has been carried out over K, without any concern for fields
of definition. But various rationality requirements can be investigated. We
summarize here some relevant notions and results, referring for more details
to [4:§ 12] in characteristic zero and to [Ti 3] for the general case. In the
latter paper, reductive groups are also considered. For simplicity, we keep
here the previous framework.
We shall denote by 9f(G) (resp. 9f'(G)) the set of equivalence classes of

irreducible rational linear (resp. projective) representations of G. We have a
natural map 9f(G) --+ 9f'(G), which assigns to a linear representations
G --+ GL(E) the associated representation in P(E). If G is simply connected,
this map is bijective. In general it is injective, but not surjective. An element
of 9f(G) (resp. 9f'(G)) is said to be rational over k if it is represented by a
k-morphism G--+GL(E) (resp. G--+PGL(E)), where E is defined over k.
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It follows first from the general theory that if G splits over k, and }, is
dominant, the Weyl module E~ may be endowed with a k-structure so that
G -+GL(E)") is defined over k. By 2.5 in [Ti 3] this is also true for the
irreducible representation G -+GL(F)} Since G splits over ks (18.18), this
implies that any element of f1l(G) or 9l'(G) is rational over ks '

This first of all allows one to make T =Gal(kJk) operate on 9l(G) or
f1l'(G). In fact, let n:G-+GL(E) be defined over ks and G, E over k. Given
YET, we define y(n): G(ks) -+GL(E)(ks) by y(n(g)) = y(n(y-I g)) i.e.y(n) = yonoy -I.

This operation is compatible with equivalence (over ks) and goes over to
f1l(G) and f1l'(G). Moreover it is easily seen that if n is irreducible with highest
weight }'''' then y(n) is irreducible with highest weight ,iy().,,). Therefore the
class of n is stable under T if and only if A" is stable under the Lt-action.
By 12.6 of [4J in characteristic zero, and 3.3 of [Ti 3J in general this is

equivalent to either of the following conditions: (a) The image of the class
[n] of n in f1l'(G) is rational over k; (b) there exists a central division algebra
Dover k such that [n] is realized by a k-morphism G -+GLm(D). In (b), the
algebra D is unique up to k-isomorphism and the degree of n is m.d, where
d2 = [D:k].
We have associated in 24.4 to an irreducible representation n a conjugacy

class f!l>" of parabolic subgroups of G. Obviously, f!J" does not change if n is
replaced by an equivalent representation, hence a class f!J ~ may be assigned
in this way to any ~E91(G) or f1l'(G).
Assume ¢ is rational over k and let n:G-+GL(E) be a k-morphism

representing ~. If a parabolic ks-subgroup Q leaves stable a line defined over
ks in E, then so does any T-conjugate of Q. Therefore the class P~ is stable
under r, hence defined over k. However, it does not necessarily contain an
element defined over k. If ~ is rational over k, then P~ contains an element
defined over k if and only if the highest weight line in E as above is defined
over k, i.e. if and only if the highest weight itself is invariant under the
ordinary action (see 8.12) of r. In that case, ~ is said to be strongly rational
over k. This holds if and only if ~ is ,iT-stable and the highest weight },,,(nE~)
is orthogonal to Lt~ ([4: 12.IOJ, [Ti 3: 3.3J). That second condition is
automatic if Lt° is empty, i.e. if G is quasi-split over k. In that case therefore
~ is ,iT-stable if and only if it is strongly rational over k. The highest weights
of the strongly rational representations are determined by their restrictions
to S. If G is simply connected those are again all the positive integral linear
combinations of I =dim S fundamental ones [4: 12.13].

C. Real Reductive Groups
In this section, wefeel compelled by tradition to denote by K a maximal compact
subgroup rather than a universal field (which would be C anyway).

24.6 Real reductive groups and real Lie groups. In the twenties, E. Cartan
introduced for connected non-compact semi-simple Lie groups with finite
center analogues of the Cartan subalgebras, roots and Weyl groups (the latter
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two being often called "restricted roots" and "restricted Weyl group") by
transcendental methods, relying on the use of maximal compact subgroups.
If H is the identity component of the group of real points of a semi-simple
R-group, they turn out to be part of the Tits system constructed in §21. The
main purpose of this section is to describe this connection. We shall do so
in a slightly more general context, that of reductive groups, the usual one
nowadays for many applications of the theory.
(a) We assume familiarity with the theory of Lie groups and of Lie algebras.

If H is a Lie group, we also denote by H" the connected component of the
identity in H, in the Lie group topology, and by I) or L(H) its Lie algebra,
trusting this will not cause any confusion with the corresponding notation
in Zariski topology used up to now.
Let H be a real Lie group. We always assume that H" has finite index in

H, that L(H) is reductive, i.e. direct sum of a semi-simple ideal and of its
center, and that gH" has finite center. This forces gH" to be closed in H"
and HO to be the almost direct product of g HO and of the identity component
Co of its center C. Also ~HO n Co is finite. Since H has finitely many connected
components, any compact subgroup is contained in a maximal one. The
maximal ones meet all the connected components of H and are conjugate
under Int H". [This is in fact valid for any Lie group with finite component
group. For connected groups, this is the Cartan-Malcev theorem; the
extension to groups with finitely many connected components is due to G. D.
Mostow; see [Ho] for a detailed account and references.]
Let K be a maximal compact subgroup of H. A Cartan involution e K of

H with respect to K is an involutive automorphism whose fixed point set is
K. Let e K be one. Then I) = fEB p, where p is the (- i)-eigenspace of deK;

we have

(1) [f,nef, [f,p]ep, [p,p]ef

and p is invariant under Int Adl)K. Moreover the exponential map exp yields
an isomorphism of manifolds of p onto a closed submanifold P of Hand
(k, X)~k'exp X is an isomorphism of manifolds of K x ponto H. Note that
e K is completely determined by its differential and the requirement that it
leaves K pointwise fixed since de K determines e K on HO and K meets every
connected component of H.

If H is connected and semi-simple, then the existence of e K is a classical
result of E. Cartan. e K is in fact unique, p being necessarily the orthogonal
complement of f with respect to the Killing form. Let now H be connected
and commutative. Then H = K x A, where K is a topological torus (product
of circles) and A is isomorphic to the additive group of a euclidean space.
We may take for A any subgroup exp a, where a is a supplement to f in I).
Then, for any such choice, e:k'a~k'a-l is a Cartan involution. In that
case, therefore there is no uniqueness (however, there will be a canonical
choice of a in the algebraic group case, see below).
In the general case, we have 1) ='::01) EB c, where C is the Lie algebra of C.
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Write 9t!1) = (f n 9t!1) EB Po, where Po is the canonical complement. We can find
a complement PI to f n c in cwhich is invariant under Ad,K. Let P = Po + PI'
We claim that it is the (- I)-eigenspace of the differential of a Cartan
involution. First it clearly satisfies (1), hence p:k +p~k - p (kEf, pEp) is an
involution of 1). Also, P is invariant under Ad~K, since Po is so automatically.
Then the above remarks show that p is the differential of an automorphism
e' of Co x ~Ho having (KnCO) x (Kn~W) has its fixed point set, which
commutes with K, acting by inner automorphisms. Since EiJHO n CO is finite,
the kernel of the canonical surjective morphism CO x ~HO -> HO is finite, too,
hence contained in K, and consequently pointwise fixed under e'; therefore
e' goes down to HO and defines a Cartan involution eo of HO, again
commuting with Int H" K. It is then routine to check that eo extends to a
Cartan involution of H with respect to K.
(b) In view of (I), a subspace of P is a subalgebra if and only if it is
commutative. It is known that the maximal commutative subalgebras of P
are conjugate under KO, and that if a is one, then the eigenvalues ofAd X (X EO)
are all real and I} is a direct sum of eigenspaces 1);, (AEO*), where

1);, = {Y Ell lad X( Y) = ie(X)' Y, (X EO)}.

The ie's for which I};. '* 0 are the roots of I} with respect to o. We have
a = PI + ao, where 00 = Po n a and we can identify 0: to the space of linear
forms on a which are zero on Pl' Let W = .A·K"(O)/~KO(O). Then Woperates
in a natural way on a, leaving PI pointwise fixed, hence also on 0:. The set
<P = <P(o, 1») of roots of 1) with respect to a is contained in O,~, is a root system
there and W is the Weyl group of <P. For I} semisimple, this is a well-known
result ofE. Cartan (see e.g. [He]). The extension to the reductive case is obvious.
We can also consider W' = .,VK(O)/~K(a). It again defines a finite group

of automorphisms of 0* or 0:, which preserves <P, and contains W as a
normal subgroup. Note also that uVH(O) = .VK(O)·;;2'/ll(O) (see 24.7(i)), so that
the consideration of normalizers and centralizers in H or HO rather than in
K or KO would lead to the same groups W' and W.
The Lie algebra of .;:rfl(O) is stable under deK, therefore direct sum of its

intersections with f and p. The latter is reduced to a, since a is commutative
maximal in p by definition. This already shows that::tK(a)' A, where A = exp a,
is an open subgroup in :Y1l(0). In fact there is equality (see 24.7(1)), so that
in particular .;:rll(a)/A is compact.
(c) In the ensuing discussion, we have to consider the usual topology on
the group of real points of an algebraic R-group. It is finer than the topology
induced by the Zariski topology. We collect here some facts to be used below.
G is a connected R-group.

(i) The group G(R) has finitely many connected components in the ordinary
topology. This can be deduced for instance from the fact that if X is a complex
algebraic variety defined over R, then X(R) has finitely many connected
components (H. Whitney). A proof for algebraic groups, in the context of
Galois cohomology, is given in [BS].
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(ii) Let G be reductive. Then G(R) is compact if and only ifG is anisotropic
over R. If it is, then G(R) is connected.

Proof. The group of real points of a R-split torus # {I} contains a closed
subgroup isomorphic to R, hence is not compact. Therefore, if G is isotropic
over R, the group G(R) is not compact. Assume now G to be anisotropic
over R. Then so are all its R-tori. We can find finitely many maximal R-tori
Ti(! ~ i ~ m) such that L(G) is the sum (not necessarily direct) of the L(T;)
and that the product mapping p.: T I x ... x Tm --> G is surjective (2.2). Then
L(G) (R) is the sum of the L(T;) (R) and therefore the differential of p.(R) is
surjective at the identity. As a consequence, the image of p.(R), which is
obviously compact, contains the identity component of G(R). This establishes
the first assertion. To prove the second one we use a result of C. Chevalley
stating that any compact linear group is algebraic [12(b)]. View G as
embedded in GLn by means of a R-morphism. There exists then an ideal J
of polynomials with real coefficients whose only zeroes in Rn are the points
of G(R)o. Since the latter is Zariski-dense in G, this shows that J generates
the ideal of G, and our assertion follows. We note that Chevalley's argument
shows more generally that if L --> GLn(R) is a continuous linear representation
of a compact Lie group L, then the orbits of L are real algebraic subsets,
hence are separated by the L-invariant polynomials on Rn. This assertion
follows easily from the Stone-Weierstrass approximation theorem.
(d) Let now G be a connected reductive R-group. Then H = G(R) satisfies

all the conditions imposed on H in (b). We assume that ~G is isotropic over
R and fix a maximal compact subgroup K of G(R). We want to describe a
natural identification between the relative root system ReP and Weyl group
R W of§21 and the root system eP(a, I») and Weyl group W constructed in (b).
The torus Z = ('t'G)O is uniquely the almost direct product of its greatest

anisotropic (over R) subtorus Za and its greatest R-split subtorus Zd (8.15).
Then ZJR) = K n Z(R) and od(R) is a supplement to the Lie algebra oa(R)
of ZAR) in o(R). It follows that Z(R) is the direct product of ZiR) and of
exp oAR). The algebra 3iR) is obviously invariant under Ad G(R), therefore
it can be chosen as the PI of (b). We say that a or P is admissible ifit contains
3iR). The discussion in (b) shows that there is a unique admissible p. We
can now associate to K a canonical Cartan involution, namely the one defined
by the admissible p.
(e) We claim now that if S is a maximal R-split torus of G, then L(S)(R)

is conjugate to an admissible a and conversely any admissible a is of the
form L(S)(R), for a maximal R-isotropic torus S of G. In view of the conjugacy
under G(R) of maximal R-split tori (20.9), it suffices to prove the second
assertion. An admissible a contains 3AR) by definition. Since G is the almost
direct product of Z and ~G, a maximal R-split torus of G is the almost
direct product of maximal R-split tori of Z and ~G (22.10). This reduces us
to the case where ~G is semisimple. Let 0':G--> Ad G be the adjoint
representation. It is a central isogeny, whose differential is an isomorphism.
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Since the maximal R-split tori of Ad G are the images of the maximal R-split
tori of G (22.7), we may further identify G with Ad G c GL(g). In suitable
coordinates a is represented by diagonal matrices. Therefore the smallest
algebraic group d(a) whose Lie algebra contains a (cf. 7.1) is a R-split torus.
If L(S)(R) =1= a, then S(R)/(exp a) is not compact, contradicting the fact that
!!LH(a)/(exp a) is compact (see 24.7(1)). Hence a = L(S)(R).
It now follows from the definitions that exHdex defines a bijection of
R$(S, G) onto $(a, f)). As a consequence, the Weyl groups W(a, f)) and RW
are the same. By definition RW is the quotient A/'G(S)/!!LG(S), where S is a
maximal R-split torus; by the above, we may assume that a = L(S)(R). By
21.2, we have ,A'"G(S) = .AIG(S)(R)'!!LG(S), Now an element gEG(R) normalizes
or centralizes S if and only if Ad g normalizes or centralizes s(R) = a. We can
therefore also write RW = .-1"G(R)(a)/!!LG(R)(a). But this is equal to the Weyl
group of $(a, f)) hence to JVKo(a)/!!L Ko(a). Therefore the inclusion A'"Ko(a)--->
,iVG(R)(a) induces a bijection of v-vKo(a)/!!L Ko(a) onto ,IV'G(R)(a)/!!LG(R)(a), which
completes the justification of the claim made at the beginning of this section.
It also follows that these quotients are equal to .iVK(a)/!!LK(a). In this
particular case, the groups W' and W defined in 24(b) are therefore equal,
although G(R) is not necessarily connected.

24.7. Two remarks on maximal compact subgroups. We have used above a
fact which has been known for a long time, but for which I do not know a
reference. I shall take this opportunity to prove it as well as a sort of
counterpart which has been familiar for an equally long time, has been used
occasionally, but whose proof has not been published so far to my knowledge.
(i) We again adopt the framework of 24.6(a), fix K and write e for e K .

We want to prove

Proposition 1. Let U, V be subsets of p. Assume there exists gEH such that
Ad g(U) = V. Then there exists kEK such that Ad k(u) = Adg(u)for all UEU.
We claim first it suffices to show that if X Ep and pEP are such that

Ad p(X)Ep, then Ad p(X) = X. Indeed, assume this to hold, let g, U, V be as
in the statement and XEU. We can write g=k'p (kEK,pEP) hence
Adg(X)E V implies

Adp(X)EAdk-J(V) C p,

therefore Ad p(X) = X and Ad g(X) = Ad k(X) for all X EU.
Let now X Ep and pEP be such that Y= Ad p(X)Ep. Since e is an

automorphism we have Ad e(p)(de(X)) = de(Y). But de = - [d. on p and
e(p)=p-l, therefore Adp-J(-X)= -Adp(X) hence Ad p2(X)=X. We
have p=expZ, with ZEp and adZ diagonalizable (over R) in view of 23(e)
and 8.15. If (Jc;) are its eigenvalues, then those of Ad p2 are exp 2Ai . In
particular, the eigenspace for the eigenvalue 1 of Ad p2 is the zero eigenspace
for ad Z, and also the I-eigenspace for Ad p. Since X is fixed under Ad p2,
it is then also fixed under Ad p and it commutes with Z. From this we see that
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as was asserted at the end of 24.6(b).
(ii) Let now H be any Lie group with finite component group. We have
already recalled part of the theorem on maximal compact subgroups. It is
also known that G/K is homeomorphic to euclidean space. In fact, this can
be made much more precise. (cf. [Ho:lII, §3, N° 2]): Given K, there exists a
K-invariant subspace m of f), a diffeomorphism qJ of m onto a
closedK-invariant submanifold M of H, which is K-equivariant, K acting by
the adjoint representation on Ill, by inner automorphisms on M, such that

qJ x Id:(X,k)l--+qJ(X)'k (XEIlI,kEK)

is a diffeomorphism of m x K onto H, which is K-equivariant, K acting by
the adjoint representation on Ill, by left translations on K and H. As a
counterpart to the previous proposition, we have the

Proposition 2. Let U and V be subsets of K. Assume there exists gEG such
that 9U = V. Then there exists kEK such that k X =9x for all XEU.

Proof. First consider a maximal compact subgroup Land mEM such that
mK = L (which can always be found, by the conjugacy of maximal compact
subgroups and the decomposition H = M·K). We claim that m centralizes
LnK. Let xELnK. Then m-1'x'm=YEK hence

m'y= x'm = x·m·x-1·x

and therefore x = y and m = x'm'x- 1by the uniqueness of the decomposition
H = M· K. Applied to L = K, this shows in particular

(2) .1"H(K) =(1HK)n M· K.

Let now g, U, V be as in the proposition. Then V c 9K n K. We have just
proved the existence of mEM centralizing 9K n K, in particular V, such that
"'K = 9K. The element m- 1 also centralizes V, whence

(3)

The element m- 1 . 9 normalizes K, hence can be written by (2) as

(4)

We have then, by (3) and (4):

(5)

which proves the proposition.
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Parabolic subgroup, 11.2
p-isogeny, 24.1
Polynomial rings, AG.15.2, AG.15.)
Positive roots, 14.7
Presheaves, AGo4.1
Prevariety, AG.5.3
Principal open set, AG.304
Products of open subschemes, AG.6.1
Products of varieties, AG.9.3
Projective spaces, AG.7.2
Projective varieties. AG.7J, AG.704

Quadratic forms, 2304
in characteristic two, 2).5

Quasi-coherent modules, AG.5.5
Quasi-compactness, AG.I.2
Quasi-projective variety, AG.7.3
Quotient morphism (over k), 6.1
Quotient (of V by G), 6.3

Radical, 11.21
Rank (of an algebraic group), \2.2
Rational functions, AG.8.1
Rationality questions for

rcpresentations, 24.5
Rational representation, 1.6
Rational varieties, AG.13.7
Real reductive groups, 24.6
Reduced rings, AG.2.l, AGJ.3
Reduced root system, 14.7. 24.3
Reductive group, 11.21
Reflection, 13.13, 14.7
Regular clement, 12.2
Regular element in a Lie algebra, 18.1
Regular functions, AG.6.3
Regular torus, 13.1
Residue class rings, AG.15.3
Restrictions, AGo4.!, AGo4.2, AGo4.3
Ring of fractions, AG.2.5
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Root (of G relative to T), 8.17
Root group, 23.6
Root outside a subgroup, 8.17
Root system, 14.7
R-split torus, 24.6

Semi-direct product, 1.11
Semi-simple anisotropic kernel, 24.2
Semi-simple element in an affine

group, 4.5
Semi-simple endomorphism, 4.1
Semi-simple group, 11.21
Semi-simple rank, 13.13
Separable extensions, AG.2.2, AG.2.5
Separable field extensions, AG.15.6
Separable points, AG.13.1 AG.13.2
Separating transcendence basis, AG.2J,
AGJ.7

Sheafification, AG.4.3
Sheaves, AGo4.2, AGo4.3
Simple points, AG.§17
Simple roots, 14.8
Singular element, 12.2
Singular subspaces, 23.5
Smooth varieties, AG.17.1
Solvable group, 2.4
Special set of roots, 14.5
Stability group, 1.7
Stalk, AGo4.I, AGo4.3, AG.5.1
Subgroup
Borel, 11.1
Cartan, 11.13
parabolic, 11.2
Subschemes defined over k, AG.lIo4
Subvarieties, AG.6.3
defined over k, AG.12.2
Support of a module, AG.3.5
Symmetric algebra, AG.16.3
Symplectic basis, 23.2
Symplectic form, 23.8

Symplectic group SPz", 1.6, 23.3, 23.9

Tangent bundle, AG.16.2
lemma, AG.15.9

Tangent spaces, AG.§16
Tensor products, AG.16.7
Tits system, §23, 24.6
Torus, 8.5
anisotropic, 8.14
regular, semi-regular, singular, 13.1
split over k, 8.2

Translation (right or left), 1.9
Transporter, 1.7
Trigonalizable (over k), 4.6

Unipotent element in an affine
group, 4.5

Unipotent endomorphism, 4.1
Unipotent group, 4.8
Unipotent radical, 11.21
Unique factorization domain, AG.3.9
Unirational varieties, AG.13.7
Unitary groups, 23.9
Universal k-derivation, AG.15.1

Varieties, AG.6.2

Weight (of a torus), 5.2
Weight (of a root system), 24.1
Weyl chamber (algebraic group), 13.9
Weyl chamber (root system), 14.7
Weyl group (of an algebraic group),
11.19

Weyl-group (of a root system), 14.7
Weyl-module, 2404

Zariski dense subset, AG.13.5, AG.13.7
Zariski tangent space, AG.16.1
Zariski topology, AG.304, AG.6.6,
AG.8.2
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AO (opposite algebra of A), 23.7

*-action (r operation in [Ti \]),
24.2

Ad,3.5

sf(M) (M subset of an algebraic group),
2.1

sd(M) (M subset of an algebraic Lie
algebra of char 0), 7.2

I An' 23.9

a(M) (M subset of an algebraic Lie
algebra of char 0), 7.2

a (homomorphism), AG.5.2, AG.8.2

70', AG.5.2

70° (comorphism of 70), AG.6.3

70- 1, AG.8.2

ann, AG.3.1

A p , AG.3.\, AG.3.4

Aut P(E), 24.4

C[G],24.1

C6'(G), C6'i(G), 9)i(G), 2.4

c.(rr), 24.4

coker (fj, AG.3.5, AG.4.3

D+, D-, 23.7

D- C (eigenspace), 23.9

Mset of simple roots), 24.2

~o, 24.2

k~(set of simple roots), 24.2

t1 action, 24.2

t1 set, 23.4

(dalx, AG.16.1

Derk(A, Mj, AG.15.1

dim V, AG.9.1

dim X, AG.1.4, AG.3.4, AG.3.8,
AG.3.9, AG.10.\

dimxX, AG.\.4

e,,(xj, AG.14.3

ex, AG.14.3

e:\ AG.16.2

Ei., 24.4

{I.}, AG.\3.4

F' (sheafification of F}, AG.4.3

F G
, AG.2.4

F k·, AG.2.\

Fx ' AGA.\

G (for SU(F)), 23.9

GO, 1.2
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G a ,1.6

Gad' 24.1

Gr ,24.1

GsC' 24.1

Gal (k'lk), AG.14.2

GIR,6.8

GLn, 1.6(2)

GLn(D), 23.2

GLv , GL(V), 1.6(8)

gin' 23.4

G/m, 17.2

g,3.3

gl(E) (E vector space), 3.1

W,24.6

Homk , AG.7.1

HomdV, W), AG.14.1

indo lim. K, AG.4.1, AG.8.1

IntHoK, 24.6

k(A) (ring of fractions), AG.2.5

K[o], AG.16.2

ker dn (kernel of dn), 23.6

L(G), Lie(G), 3.3, 24.6

:fG(M), 1.7

A.g , 1.9

A.n , 24.4

:fk(a), 24.6

m,24.7

M, AG.5.5
M d(K),23.1

rna' 24.1

JIG ,2404

Mor (F', G), AGo4.3

Mor(X, Yh, AG.l1.3

MorK.a1g(A, B)k, AG.l1.2

/1, 24.1, 24.6

nil X, 18.1

.VG(M),1.7

n(g), 18.1

02m (orthogonal group), 23.6

O(Q),23.6

QA/K, AG.15.1

p (characteristic exponent of k), AG.2.2

Po, P, PI' 24.6

Pn, AG.7.2

PGL2 ,1O.8

&., 24.4, 24.5

&~, 24.5

P(<1», 24.1

P(V), AG.7.2

<I>(S, G), 23.6

<1>(T, G), <1>(G), <1>, 8.17

<1>(T, GIR), 8.17

k<I>(S, G), k<1>( G), k<1>, 21.1

n(Uo), AG.13.2

q (index of Q), 23.5

Q (<1», 24.1

~G, 1.9

.~"G, 1.9

~(G), 24.5

~'(G), 24.5

Pg, 1.9

SiM), AG.16.3

·W (conjugate variety of WI, AG.14.3

SLn(D), 23.2

SP2n, 1.6

spec (A), AG.3.4, AG.3.6
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specK(A;), AG.16.1

supp (M), AG.3.5

t*, 24.3

tQ, 24.3

TrG(M,N), TranG(M,N), 1.7

T(VL AG.16.2

CCAsheaf), AG.5.1, AG.8.2

0.J;:, AG.11.4

V., 13.18

VIj!,14.5

V(,j,21.9

V(a),23.6

Vk ,AG.I1.1

Index of Notation

Wo (dense open set in W), AG.14.7

k W,24.2

W(T, G), W(G), W, 11.19

k W(S, G), k W(G), k W, 21.1

*X,X*, 3.4

X(G),5.2

X *(G), 8.6

X(T)lQ' 24.1, 24.3

X *(T)K, 24.3

Y, AG.1.3

3<R), 24.6

(Z,(I)z), AG.ll.4

3q(M), 1.7
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